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The invention relates partlculally to an ap-
paratus for 1nstructmg football players and for
giving them practice.and experience in tackling.
A-tackling dummy suspended from-a framework
has heretofore been: commonly provided, -the
dummy being tackied by the players in order to
develop skill in tackling. However, a stationary
dummy or sven-a dummy movable along a: fixed
path does not closely simulate the conditiens of
a3, football game,; as the player knows in advance
what the position of the dummy is or will be,-and
there is no element of uncertainty. or surprise:
Tackling dummies as heretofore provided, al-
though useful, failed to provide the players with
any close simulation of the condltlons encoun=-
tered in-actual play. -

The principal object of the pre sent invention

is to provide a means for supporting and moving -

a practice tackling dummy in such a way that its
movement -involves- uncertainty- or -surprise, the
dummy moving in a path- whlch is unpledlctable
by the player. -

.Other. objects of the 1nvent10n relate to var-
ious features of construction and arrangements
of parts which are inci dent to the prmc1pa1 ob-
ject stated above.

In the.drawing I-have. shown in- detall a pre-
ferred embodiment of.the invention, but it will
be understood that various changes may be magde

from the construction shown, and that-the draw- oo

ing is not to be construed as defining or limiting:
the scope of the invention, the claims forming a
part of this specification bemg rehed»upon for
that purpose. - R

-Of the drawing, .- - - - eeiReen g

F1g 1lis a pﬂrspectlve view- of an . appa1atus
embodying the invention, a portion thereof near-
the center being broken away. to -more:-clea ly-
show some of .the parts. . vome

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary- sectlonal v1ew .taken :

along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspectlve v1ew snm-

lar to-the -central portion of: Fig:-1--hut~com-:

pletely - showing -some:; of the parts Whl("h a,le
broken away-in -Fig. 1.- et Sen oo o
Fig. 4 is-a view: 51m11ar to Flg 3- ‘with some of
the parts broken away and-shown in section. -
Referring to the drawing,-particularly -Fig.-fli:
thereof, it will be seen that the apparatus in-

cludes a main generally rectangular- framework: &

10- mounted on wupright: supporting- posts §2,:12:
and (4, 14. The details of:the framework {8 may:
be-widely varied, but-as shown: it comprisessmairy
longitudinal side bars I8, 18 and froni and-rear
crosshars 18 and 20;: At-the corners of the frame=
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work thﬂ bars 16,- IG, {8 and 29 are connected
with each other and with the upright posts 12,
{2:and 14, 18 by means of-suitable corner plates
22 and 24. The upright posts 12, 12 and 14, {4
are suitably supported in-the -ground, and as
shown; they are imbedded in concrete foundaulon
blocks 26, 26 and 28. --- -

In- accordance with -the 1nvent1on I provide
means for moving a tackling dummy in -a gen-
erally longitudinal forward direction and I also
provide: means for varying the-path of the said
movement of the dummy so that the player can-
not. foresee the-exact path, it being necessary for
him to move-quickly in-one direction or another
according- to the-particular path of movement of
the dummy which he. is unable to predict or an-
ticipate.. The means. for varying the path -of
movement -of the dummy may be widely varied
but - a -preferred - construction. is shown in the
drawmg and will be described in detail.

Supported on - the rear portion of the main
framework is a. longitudinal guide rail 39, this
being shown as. an I-shaped- rail supported-on
the framework by .cross members 32, 32. - A.car-
rier. is- lengitudinally-movable in a fix ted rath
along the rail 39, this carrier being in the form
of a-trolley 34 having supporting wheels 26-en-
gaging the top surfaces of the two lower flanges
of the I-shaped rail.. Only one -of the wheels 38
is shown in the drawing, but it will be under-
stood that there-is a similar wheel 386 at the-op-
posn:n side of the rail 30. The carrier -84 is pro-
vided with a hook 3T which serves to supt port and
carry a: tackling dummy 88. The dummv.38 can
be-of.-any. usual-or: -preferred. construction. -

_In. order that the..path. of movement - of the
carrier. 34 may- be.varied when it.reaches the
front portion-of the framework-two. -optionally
usablewbranch rails-4% and-42-are provided: which
are- s1m11ar in- size -and. in-cross- sectional shape
to-the main rail 30. - The rails 49 and- 42 are
supported ~on’ the -front - portion- of -the-main
framework “by- cross: members -44,-44, . "The :two
rails-40-and 42 are-oppositely ‘eurved -inward-at
their-rear: portions -as shown;-and 'a switehide-
vice:is provided for-alternstively-and- optionally
connecting one’ or the other-of them with thd
main rail” 30. :-As” shown, -the “switeh device is
carried by a-trahsverse channél member 48 sup=
ported -oni* the main- framework: near the center
thereof: -Avplate 48-is slidably movable in the
chanhel 46 and the platé: carries 4 :dépénding
member 50 which extends through a slot” 52" in
theé cHannel A6.: Catried--by:the -membér: 58 iat
the hottom Ahereof: is:4 plate 54 whichicarries
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two oppositely inclined rail elements 56 and 58
which are similar in size and in cross sectional
shape to the main rail 30 and to the branch
rails 40 and 42. The plate 48 and the parts
carried thereby including the rail elements 58
and 58 are movable transversely either to
bring the rail element 56 into position to bridge
the space between the main rail 30 and the
branch rail 40, or to bring the rail element 58
into position to bridge the space between the
main rail 30 and the branch rail 42. Fig. 1
shows the rail element 56 connecting the main
rail 30 and the branch rail 40 but by moving
the switch toward the left the rail element 58
may be moved into position to connect the main
rail 308 with the branch rail 42.

The guide rail 30, the movable rail elements
56 and 58 and the rails 40 and 42 collectively
constitute manually adjustable guiding means
for the carrier 34, the carrier and dummy be-
ing guided by the guide means for movement in
a generally longitudinal forward direction. By
manually adjusting the guiding means, specifi-
cally by moving the rail elements 56 and 58, the
carrier and dummy are guided along optionally
different paths during the generally longitudinal
forward movement thereof.

A suitable means is provided for rapidly mov-
ing the carrier 34 and the dummy 38 in the gen-
erally longitudinal forward direction. As shown,
this means is a rope 60 connected with the car-
rier 34 and extending at the front over sheaves
62 and 64. At the front the rope 608 carries a
weight 66 which tensions the rope to rapidly
move the carrier and dummy forward.
weight is movable downward and upward in a
substantially fixed path, and if necessary in or-
der to provide a sufficient distance of travel for
the weight 66, the concrete foundation block 28

may be provided with a hole 68 of sufficient size 4

and depth to permit the weight to enter it and
move downward far enough to complete the
necessary movement of the carrier and the
dummy. The sheaves 62 and 64 constitute
guiding means for the rope, and the sheave 62
enables a portion of the rope to shift transversely
in accordance with variations in the path of
movement of the carrier and dummy. The car-
rier 34 can be held against movement by the
rope 60 by means of a manually releasable latch
719 connected with the rear crossbar 20 of the
framework. The rails 40 and 42 are provided
with stops 72 and T4 to prevent the carrier from
running off from the front ends of the said rails.

A suitable means is provided for operating
the switeh device at a point remote therefrom,
and as shown there are two ropes 16 and 78
both connected with the plate 48. The rope
16 at the left passes over sheaves 80, 82 and 84
to a position at or near the rear of the main
framework. The rope 18 at the right passes
over sheaves 86 and 88 to a position adjacent
that of the rear portion of the rope 76.

In order that the player may not observe the
position of the switch so as to be able to an-
ticipate or predict the path of movement of
the carrier and the dummy, I preferably pro-
vide a shield or baffle at the front of the switch
device and so positioned as to obstruct the view
thereof from the front. As shown, there is a
baflle 80 depending from the rear cross member
44, this having slots through which the rails 40
and 42 extend. - :

“In. using the apparatus the player to be in-
structed stands. at. the front of the apparatus,
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and if desired, between the front upright posts
12, 12. The instructor, by manipulating the
ropes 16 and 18, adjusts the switch device to
one position or the other so as to connect either
the branch rail 40 or the branch rail 42 with
the main rail 30. On account of the bafile 86
the player cannot see the position of the switch
device and therefore cannot know what the path
of movement of the dummy will be. Then the
instructor releases the latch 78 to permit the
carrier and the dummy to be rapidly moved
forward by means of the rope 6€ and the weight
66. When the carrier reaches the front end of
the rail 30 it is guided to the left or to the right
according to the setting of the switch device
and continues to travel along either the branch
rail 48 or the branch rail 42. The player then
tackles the dummy and inasmuch as he can-
not know in advance which path the dummy
will follow, he is confronted with a condition
closely simulating that encountered in aectual
play and obtains valuable practice and experi-
ence. The instructor can observe his technique
in tackling and can point out any errors and can
instruct him as to proper tackling procedure.

What Iclaim is:

1. In a foothall practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a majin supporting framework, a mov-
able carrier for a tackling dummy, means for
moving the carrier and dummy in a generally
longitudinal forward direetion, and manually ad-
justable means supported by the framework for
guiding the carrier and dummy along optionally
different paths during the generally longitudinal
forward movement thereof.

2. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main supporting framework, a
movable carrier for a tackling dummy, means
supported by the framework for guiding the
carrier and the dummy for movement in a gen-
erally longitudinal forward direction, the said
guiding means including a portion transversely
movable relatively to the framework, and means
manually operable from a position remote from
the movable portion of the guiding means for
transversely moving the said portion to vary the
path of the generally longitudinal forward move-
ment of the carrier and dummy.

3. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main supporting framework, a
movable carrier for a tackling dummy, means
supported by the framework for guiding the
carrier and the dummy for movement in a geh-
erally longitudinal forward direction, the said
guiding means including a portien transversely
movable relatively to the framework, means for
rapidly moving the ecarrier and dummy along
the guiding means in the forward direction, and
means manually operable from a position re-
mote from the movable portion of the guiding
means for transversely moving the said portion
to vary the path of the generally longitudinal
forward movement of the earrier and dummy.

4. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main supporting framework, a
movable carrier for ‘a tackling dummy, means
supported by the framework for guiding the
carrier and the dummy for movement in a gen-
erally longitudinal forward direction, the said
guiding means including a portion transversely
movable relatively to the framework, means
manually operable from g pesition remote from
the movable portion of the guiding means for
transversely moving the said portion to vary the
path of the generally longitudinal forward move-
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ment of the carrier and dummy, a weight ver-
tically movable in a substantially fixed path, a
rope connected with the weight and with the
carrier and enabling the former to rapidly move
the latter in the forward direction along the
guiding means, and rope guiding means sup-
ported by the framework and enabling a por-
tion of the rope to shift transversely during
movement of the carrier and dummy in accord-
ance with variations in the path of the said
movement.

5. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main supporting framework, a
movable carrier for a tackling dummy, means
supported by the framework for guiding the
carrier and the dummy for movement in a gen-
erally longitudinal forward direction, the said
guiding means including a portion transversely
movable relatively to the framework, tension
means for rapidly moving the carrier and dummy
along the guiding means in the forward direc-
tion, a latch supported by the framework near
the rear thereof for holding the carrier and

dummy against movement by the tension means,

the said latch being optionally releasable man-
ually te permit such movement, and means man-
ually operable from a position near the rear of
the framework and adjacent the latch for trans-
versely moving the said movable portion of the
guiding means to vary the path of the generally
longitudinal forward movement of the carrier
and dummy.

6. Tn a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a movable carrier for a tackling

dummy, a main guide rail for the carrier, a plu-

rality of selectively usable branch guide rails
for the carrier, a movable switch for connecting
the main rail with any one of the branch rails,
means manually operable from a position remote

from the switch for moving the said switch, and

means for rapidly moving the carrier and dum-
my along the main rail and along the branch
rail connected therewith by the switch.

7. In a football practice apparatus, the com-

bination of a movable carrier for a tackling .

dummy, a main guide rail for the carrier, a plu-
rality of selectively usable branch guide rails
for the carrier, a movable switch for connecting
the main rail with any one of the branch rails,
means manually operable from a position at the
rear of the apparatus for moving the said switch,
and means for rapidly moving the carrier and
dummy along the main rail and along the branch
rail connected therewith by the switch.

8. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main framework, a movable car-
rier for a tackling dummy, a main guide rail

10

20

Lt
Tt

6

for the carrier supported on the rear portion
of the framework, a plurality of selectively usable
branch guide rails for the carrier supported on
the front portion of the framework, a movable
switch for connecting the main rail with any one
of the branch rails, tension means for moving
the carrier and dummy from rear to front along
the main rail and along the branch rail con-
nected therewith, a latch at the rear of the
framework for holding the carrier and dummy
against movement by the tension means, the said
latch being optionally releasable manually to
permit such movement, and means manually
operable from a position at the rear of the

framework and adjacent the latch for moving

the switch.

9. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main framework, a movable carrier
for a tackling dummy, a main guide rail for the
carrier supported on ithe rear portion of the
framework, a plurality of selectively usable
branch guide rails for the carrier supported on
the front portion of the framework, a manually
operable switch for connecting the main rail with
any one of the branch rails, means for moving
the carrier and dummy from rear to front along
the main rail and along the branch rail con-
nected therewith, and means at the front of the
switch for preventing observation thereof from
a position at the front of the framework.

10. In a football practice apparatus, the com-
bination of a main framework, a movable car-
rier for a tackling dummy, a main guide rail
for the carrier supported on the rear portion of
the framework, a plurality of selectively usable
branch guide rails for the carrier supported on
the front portion of the framework, a manually
operable switch for connecting the main rail
with any one of the branch rails, means remote
from the switch for manually operating it, means
for moving the ecarrier and dummy from rear
to front along the main rail and along the branch
rail connected therewith, and means at the front
of the switch for preventing observation thereof
from a position at the front of the framework.

RICHARD H. BANBURY.
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