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[57] ABSTRACT

A control system for an engine has a temperature sensi-
tive element as part of a device for measuring the air
flow in an air intake manifold to the engine. Further, a
first pulse signal is generated, corresponding to the
rotation of the engine, for controlling the setting of a
flip-flop. A transistor is conducted in the set state of the
flip-flop to supply a heating electric current to the ele-
ment. The element supplied with the current is raised to
the temperature that corresponds to the air flow in the
manifold. When the temperature of the element is raised
until the specified temperature difference to the air
temperature (measured by a sub temperature sensitive
element) is set, the temperature difference is detected by
a comparator, and the flip-flop is reset by the detection
signal. A pulse-shaped signal corresponding to the set
state of the flip-flop is produced as a measurement out-
put signal, supplied as one detection signal of the oper-
ating state of the engine to an engine control unit, and
the current to the element is controlled to be supplied
by the pulse-shaped signal.

4,409,828 10/1983 Kohama et al. . 12 Claims, 34 Drawing Figures
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CONTROL SYSTEM FOR AN ENGINE HAVING
AN AIR INTAKE PASSAGE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a control system for
an engine having an air intake passage, and more partic-
ularly to an improvement in the detecting means for
detecting the amount of air sucked into the engine. This

- is used as one of the means for detecting the operating
state of an engine so as to obtain a more accurate air
flow rate measurement signal, thereby controlling the
operation of the engine more accurately.

When an engine is electronically controlled, it is nec-
essary to always monitor its operating state. Monitoring
means of the operating state, rotating speed detecting
means, engine temperature detecting means, exhaust gas
temperature detecting means, and throttle opening de-
tecting means of the engine are presented, and as a
direct relation to the operating state, measuring means
of the air intake flow to the engine is presented.

As measurement detecting means of the air intake
flow (used as an operating state detecting means of this
engine), a heat type air flow sensor, for example, is used.
This sensor is disposed in the intake manifold for sup-
plying combustion air to the engine, has a heater con-
trolled for heating, and is constructed to detect and
measure the temperature changes of the heater.

The heater is set so that it is exposed to the air flow in
the intake manifold, and the heat dissipating effect is
variably controlled by the air flow. Therefore, the tem-
perature of the heater corresponds to the air flow veloc-
ity in the intake tube, and the air flow in the intake
manifold can be noted by monitoring the varying tem-
perature of the heater.

More particularly, the heater constitutes a tempera-
ture sensitive element in which its resistance value var-
ies in accordance with the temperature, and the element
is constructed to control the heating electric current
controlled in an analog manner with a constant temper-
ature. In this case, since a heat dissipating effect corre-
sponding to the air flow in the manifold is set by the
element, the amount of electric current used for heating
(heating electric current) increases so as to hold the
temperature of the element constant when the air flow
is increased. More specifically, the temperature state of
the element is detected from the resistance value of the
element, the amount of heating electric current to the
element is controlled so that the temperature is main-
tained at a specified value, and the amount of air flow-
ing in the manifold is calculated from the amount of the
heating electric current.

However, in such an air flow measuring means, the
temperature sensitive element set in an air flow to be
measured is constructed to control an electric current
controlled in an analog manner in a constant tempera-
ture state. When the air flow is, for example, varied 100
times, the heating, electric current value to the element
varies approximately twice. Therefore, it is necessary to
set offset processing means in a measurement output
signal amplifier circuit to employ the measuring means
for controlling an engine, and the control circuit thereof
becomes complicated.

Further, when an engine is controlled by a mi-
crocomputer, it is necessary to convert an analog signal,
corresponding to a heating current value from a sensor,
into digital data and to supply it to an engine control
circuit. Consequently, when the measuring means for
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2
obtaining the measurement output signal of such an
analog state is employed, a highly accurate A/D con-
verting operation must be executed, and an extremely
accurate reference voltage power source for the A/D
converter is required.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
control system, for an engine having an air intake pas-
sage, which can measure the intake air flow supplied to
the engine when it is operating, which can measure the -
air flow with sensitivity but with a simple construction,
and which has an intake manifold to effectively control
the engine by such means as the control of the fuel
injection system.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a control system, for an engine having an air intake
passage, which can execute the measuring operation of
the air intake flow so that it corresponds to the speed of
the engine, calculate and output, for example, the
amount of fuel needed to operate the engine, and exe-
cute the control of the engine in correspondence with
the speed of the engine.

It is still another object of the invention to provide a
control system for an engine having an air intake pas-
sage which can effectively supply a reference heating
electric current to a temperature sensitive element, at-
tain a highly accurate intake air flow measurement sig-
nal, effectively improve the accuracy of controlling the
engine, and effectively remove noise signal components
to execute a highly accurate intake air flow measure-
ment.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a control system for an engine having an air
intake passage which generates a signal corresponding
to the operating state of the engine and hence a control
pulse signal corresponding to the speed of the engine,
and which controls the rise of a heating electric current
supplied to a temperature sensitive element set in the
intake manifold in response to the control pulse signal.
The heating electric current is continuously supplied to
the element until the temperature of the element reaches
a certain specific temperature where the predetermined
difference between it’s temperature and the temperature
of the air in the intake manifold is obtained, once this
occurs, it interrupts the current supplied to the element.

Therefore, the length of time that the heating electric
current is supplied to the temperature sensitive element
determines the heat dissipating characteristic of the
element, and the lengh of time determines the air intake
flow in the intake manifold. In this case, the length of
time that the heating electric current is supplied is used
as a measurement output signal represented in a digital
manner to be counted by a counter, this measurement
output signal is directly supplied to an engine control
unit composed of a microcomputer without using
means for A/D conversion, and the unit can be used for
controlling the engine with a highly accurate measure-
ment signal.

Particularly, the measurement output signal, obtained
by the above-described means is generated in corre-
spondence to the speed of the engine, and in response to
the timing of the fuel injection to the engine and the
amount of fuel injected, thereby effectively controlling
the operation of the engine.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view for describing the construction of a
control system for an engine having an air intake pas-
sage of a first embodiment according to the present
invention;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are views showing examples of the
constructions of temperature sensitive elements used in
the construction of an amount-of-intake air flow mea-
suring means used in the above embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram for describing the measur-
ing means;

FIGS. 5A to 5D are waveform diagrams for describ-
ing the operation states of the measuring means;

FIGS. 6 and 7 are graphical diagrams respectively
showing the relationship between the number of rota-
tions of the engine and the amount of air, and between
the length of the pulse of a measurement output signal
and the amount of air;

FIGS. 8 and 9 are views respectively showing the
constructions of the second and third examples of the
measuring means; .

FIG. 10 is a view of the construction for describing
the fourth example of the measuring means to explain
first pulse signal generating means;

FIGS. 11 and 12 are flowcharts describing the operat-
ing states of the pulse signal generating means;

FIG. 13 is a circuit diagram for describing the fifth
example of the measuring means;

FIG. 14 is a circuit diagram showing an example of a

~-constant current circuit used in the measuring means;

FIG. 15 is a circuit diagram showing the fifth exam-

~ple of the measuring means;

FIG. 16 is a view showing an open collector buffer
circuit used in the measuring means;

FIGS. 17A to 17C are signal waveform diagrams for
describing the operation of the above-described exam-
ples;

FIGS. 18 and 19 are views showing examples of a tri
-state buffer circuit;

FIGS. 20A to 20D are waveform diagrams describ-
ing the vibration noise contained in a signal generated
from the measuring means;

FIGS. 21A and 21B are waveform diagrams describ-
ing the states of vibration noise;

FIG. 22 is a circuit diagram for describing the sev-
enth example for removing the noise;

FIGS. 23A and 23B are signal waveform diagrams
for describing the operation of the above examples; and

FIG. 24 is a circuit diagram for describing other
methods for removing the noise.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described in more
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a control system of an engine 11 for
electronically controlling the amount of fuel injected in
accordance with the operating state of the engine. Air
to the engine 11 is sucked through an air intake manifold
13, from an air filter 12, to the engine 11. The amount of
air is controlled by a throttle valve 15 driven and con-
trolled by an accelerator pedal 14. A temperature sensi-
tive element 17 which is part of a heat type air measur-
ing device 16 is set in the manifold 13. The element 17
is composed of a heater made of platinum wire having
temperature characteristics controlled for generating
heat by an electric current and varying in its resistance
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value in accordance with the temperature. A measure-
ment output signal from the measuring device 16 is
supplied to an engine control unit 18 which includes a
microcomputer. The heating electric current of the
element 17 is controlled by a command from the control
unit 18.

An output signal from a rotating speed sensor 19 for
detecting the speed of the engine 11, and, not shown in
FIG. 1, a coolant temperature detection signal, exhaust
gas temperature detection signal, and an air-to-fuel ratio
detection signal of the engine 11 are also supplied to
control unit 18 as the operating state detection signals of
the engine 11. The amount of fuel injected for the oper-
ating state of the engine 11 at that time is calculated on
the basis of these detection signals, and supplied as a fuel
injection time setting signal to fuel injectors 201, 202, .
.. set in the cylinders of the engine 11.

In this case, signals for respectively setting the
amounts of fuel supplied to the injectors 201, 202, . . .
are formed in pulse-shaped signals set in a schedule.
Data corresponding to the lengths of time of the signals
are temporarily stored and set in the respective registers
211, 212, . . . to be stabilized to control the opening of
the injectors in the range of the length of time, thereby
controlling the amount of fuel injected in accordance to
the length of time.

The rotating speed sensor 19 has cams 191, 192 coaxi-
ally driven rotatably with the engine 11, and a rotating
angle detecting rotary plate 193 having a number of
teeth, electromagnetic pickups 194 to 196 set opposite
and corresponding to the cams 191, 192 and the plate
193 so that an angle signal corresponding to the speci-
fied rotating angle of the engine 11 and pulse-shaped
signals for detecting and counting the further specified
rotating angle positions are picked up from the pickups
194 to 196.

Fuel collected from a fuel tank 23 by a fuel pump 22
is distributed through a distributor 24 to the unit injec-
tors 201, 202, . . . set to the cylinders of the engine 11.
Here, the pressure of the fuel supplied to the distributor
24 is controlled in a constant state by a pressure regula-
tor 25, and the amount of fuel injected is accurately
controlled by the length of time the injector is open.

The engine control unit 18 also applies a command to
an igniter 26, distributes ignition signals through a dis-
tributor 27 to ignition coils 281, 282, . . . respectively
provided at the cylinders of the engine 11, and executes
the control of the ignition timing adapted for the opera-
tion of the engine 11.

FIG. 2 shows the temperature sensitive element 17
used in the measuring device 16 employed in the control
system for the engine described above. A platinum
resistance wire 172 is wound as a resistance wire, hav-
ing temperature characteristics, onto a ceramic bobbin
171. Shafts 173, 174 made of a good conductive material
are projected as supporting shafts from both ends of the
bobbin 171 to connect both ends of the wire 172 to the
shafts 173, 174. The shafts 173, 174 are respectively
supported by pins 175, 176 made of a conductive mate-
rial, and a heating electric current is supplied through
the wire 172 to the pins 175, 176. The wire 172 of the
element 17 thus constructed is set to be exposed to the
air flow in the manifold 13.

FIG. 3 shows another example of the element 17. A
resistance wire 172, which is to become a heat genera-
tor, is formed by a printed circuit on a membrane 177
made of an insulator. The membrane 177 is supported
by a supporting substrate 178 made of an insulator,
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wiring circuits 179a, 1795 to be connected to the wire
172 are printed on the substrate 178, and a heating elec-
tric current is supplied through the circuits to the wire
172.

FIG. 4 shows a circuit diagram of the measuring
device 16 used as described above. A temperature sensi-
tive element 17 is fixedly set as a heater in an air intake
manifold 13, and a sub temperature sensitive element 30
is also fixed upstream of the element 17 in the manifold
13. The element 30 is composed of a resistance wire
(such as a platinum wire) in the same manner as the
above-described element 17. The resistance value is set
corresponding to the temperature of air passing through
the manifold 13, and the wire is used as an air tempera-
ture measuring means. Fixed resistors 31 and 32 are
respectively connected to the elements 17 and 30, and a
bridge circuit is composed of the resistors 31, 32 and the
elements 17, 30.

Connecting points a and b are for connecting the
elements 17 and 30 to the resistors 31 and 32 respec-
tively as the output terminal of this bridge circuit and
are connected to the input terminal of a comparator 33,
which detects the varying temperature of the element
17. In other words, a heating electric current is supplied
to the element 17, and when its temperature rises to the
point where the difference between its temperature and
that of the air is the same as the predetermined specified
temperature difference (detected by the element 30), an
output signal from the comparator 33 rises.

The output signal from the comparator 33 is supplied
as a reset command signal to a flip-flop 34. This flip-flop
34 is controlled to be set by a first pulse signal generated
with every rotation of the engine 11, and the flip-flop 34
is maintained in the set state during a period from the
first pulse signal to a second pulse signal corresponding
to the output from the comparator 33.

The output signal generated from the comparator 33
when the flip-flop 34 is in the set state is produced as an
output signal through a buffer amplifier 35, and supplied
to the base electrode of a transistor 36, which controls
an electric current supplied to the bridge circuit which
includes the elements 17 and 30. In other words, when
the flip-flop 34 is in the set state, the heating electric
current is supplied to the element 17. In this case, the
voltage value of the current supplied to the element 17
is set as a reference.

The first pulse signal as shown in FIG. 5A is gener-
ated, for example, with every rotation of the engine 11
corresponding to the specified rotating angle of the
engine 11. The flip-flop 34 is set by the first pulse signal,
and the output signal of the flip-flop 34 rises as shown in
FIG. 5B, the transistor 36 is controlled to be in the ON
state by the output signal, and the current is supplied to
the element 17. In other words, the temperature of the
element 17 is gradually raised as shown in FIG. 5C after
the flip-flop 34 is inverted to the set state and the cur-
rent is raised. The temperature rising velocity of the
element 17 is determined by the heat dissipating effect
corresponding to the air flow velocity acted on the
element 17.

When the temperature of the element 17 rises, so does
its resistance value. When the potential at a point a of
this bridge circuit falls to the state lower than the poten-
tial of a point b, the output signal from the comparator
33 rises as a second pulse signal as shown in FIG. 5D,
thereby resetting the flip-flop 34.

More specifically, when the heating electric current,
set to the reference, is supplied to the element 17, the
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6
temperature of the element 17 rises at a velocity corre-
sponding to the amount of air flowing in the manifold
13, and the length of time from the set of the flip-flop 34
to the reset of the flip-flop 34 becomes proportional to
the amount of air flow.

In other words, the length of time of a period that the
flip-flop 34 is set becomes a function of the intake air
flow, the length of time of the pulse-shaped signal gen-
erated from the set of the flip-flop 34 to the reset of the
flip-flop 34 becomes an air flow measurement signal,
which is produced as an output signal of the measuring
device and supplied to the engine control unit 18.

In the measuring device as described above, the ele-
ment 17 is controlled to be heated by the time length
signal. Therefore, the varying state of the output signal
to the variation in the amount of air flow can be in-
creased as compared with the case that the heating
electric current is continuously supplied and set. Since
the state of the output signal is a pulse-shaped signal
format and the measured value is represented by the
length of time, the output signal can be simply con-
verted to digital data by counting the clock pulses.
Further, the output signal, which is set by the length of
time and the amount of air flow, is generated in a period
corresponding to one rotation of the engine 11. In other
words, the air flow measurement signal used to calcu-
late the amount of fuel to be supplied to the engine is
generated with every rotation of the engine 11. There-
fore, the control of calculating the amount of fuel to be
injected can be executed, so that it most closely matches
the operating state of the engine 11.

When the operating range of the engine 11 is ob-

served in a relationship between the number of rotations
N of the engine 11 and the amount of air flow, it be-
comes as shown in FIG. 6. In FIG. 6, reference charac-
ter a designates an idling state, reference character b
designates an idling full load state, reference character ¢
designates the maximum number of rotations in a full
load state, and reference character d designates the
maximum number of rotations in a racing state. The
interior A of a quadrangle designated by the a to d is the
acutally usable range of the engine, and the outsides B
and C of the quadrangle are meaningless in the ordinary
usable range.
FIG. 7 shows the relationship between the length of
time o, the output pulse signal of the measuring device
16 and the actual amount of air flow. The points a to d
and the ranges A to C correspond to those in FIG. 6.
The unnecessary ranges B and C are those in which the
powers of the engine are large and small, and critical
values cannot be measured in these ranges, but a wide
range of air flows can be measured. Even when the
output signal is converted into digital data, the resolu-
tion is deteriorated only extremely rarely in the high
rotation low load range designated by d, which is of no
problem since this point is not required particularly for
the measuring control accuracy.

When the output signal of such a pulse state is at-
tained, the integrated value of one pulse period of the
signal is outputted. When considering this point, the
measurement output signal is generated in the state
corresponding to the rotating state of the engine. There-
fore, the influence of the air intake pulsation caused by
the opening and closing of the engine intake valves can
be remarkably reduced.

In the embodiment described above, the measuring
operation is executed in a period corresponding to the
rotating state of the engine 11. However, this may cor-
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respond to the operating state of the engine 22. For
example, the measuring period may be set correspond-
ing to the injection timing of fuel which is controlled in
relation to the engine rotation. When thus set, the aver-
age measuring output in the injection range can be at-
tained even when the injection period is altered, and the
amount-of-air flow measuring operation can be exe-
cuted in the state adapted for the operating state of the
engine.

FIG. 8 shows the second example of the measuring
device 16. This device is constructed so that an output
signal from a comparator 33 is supplied to a 1-chip
microcomputer 40. A first pulse signal corresponding to
the operating state of the engine is supplied to the mi-
crocomputer 40, and a constant-voltage circuit which
has a transistor 36, a differential amplifier 38 and a refer-
ence power source 37 is controlled by the microcom-
puter 40.

More particularly, the signal inputted from the com-
parator 33 to the microcomputer 40 is as shown in FIG.
SD, and the microcomputer 40 measures the interval
between the input signal from the comparator 33 and
the first pulse signal. Then, the length of time corre-
sponding to the length of the pulse of the pulse-shaped
signal as shown in FIG. 5B is measured, for example, by
means for measuring a clock pulse.

Therefore, the output signal from the microcomputer
40 is not the pulse signal controlled in the length of the
pulse as shown, in FIG. 4, but is produced as data con-

“verted from a serial data to binary data, and transmitted
“to the engine control unit 18. Or, it may be converted to
“a signal such as the air flow data, or the fundamental
“amount of fuel injection data by calculating in the mi-
crocomputer 40 and processing a table lookup.

The element 17 used in the above-described example
is constructed as a heat generating element having tem-
perature-resistance characteristics by itself. However,
‘the element 17 may be composed in combination with a
heat generating element 171 for generating heat by the

“heating electric current as shown, in FIG. 9 and a heat

»sensitive resistance element 172 having temperature-
resistance characteristics, which may be constructed so
that both are set in such a manner that the element 172
is controlled to be heated by the element 171.

When the amount of intaken air flowing in the mani-
fold 13 is measured by means shown in FIGS. 4 and 8,
it has been described that the rise of the heating electric
current to the element 17 was controlled in accordance
with the first pulse signal generated at a period corre-
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measuring the amount of air flow was set. However, as
the engine 11 varies its rotating speed between 500 to
10000 rpm, the measuring period varies very largely
with respect to the variation in the rotating speed of the
engine, so that it becomes difficult to execute a stable air
flow measuring operation at all times. Further, when
the measuring period is extremely short, it is difficult to
maintain resolution and measuring accuracy.

FIG. 10 shows the construction of a first pulse signal
generation controller for setting the measuring period
by considering the above-described points. In other
words, a rotating speed signal N generated at every
rotation of the engine 11 is supplied to a number-of-rota-
tion discriminator 41. This discriminator 41 sets therein
a reference value NO of the number of rotations of the
engine, discriminates the first state of “N>N0” and the
second state of “N<NO0” by comparing the detected
number of rotations N with the reference value N0, and
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outputs it. When the discrimination output of the first
state is generated from the discriminator 41, the dis-
criminator 41 applies a command to a first pulse cycle
setter 42 to divide the number of rotations N of the
engine, in frequency, and to generate a period signal
corresponding to the signal attained as the resuit. Then,
the discriminator allows a pulse signal generator to
generate a first pulse signal corresponding to the period
divided in frequency from the rotation signal N.

When the discriminator 41 discriminates the second
state, the discriminator 41 applies a command to a sec-
ond pulse cycle setter 44. The setter 44 generates a
period signal corresponding to the period of the rota-
tion signal N, and allows the pulse signal generator 44 to
generate the first pulse signal of the period correspond-
ing to the number of rotations N of the engine.

More particularly, when the number of rotations N of
the engine 11 is in a state lower than the set reference
number of rotations NO, the pulse signal generator 43
generates the first pulse signal corresponding to the
rotating period of the engine 11, thereby executing the
measuring operation for controlling the supply of the
heating electric current to the temperature sensitive
elements. When the rotating speed of the engine 11 rises
so that the period of the number-of-rotation detection
signal becomes short, the signal N is divided in fre-
quency to be converted into a signal having a long
period, and the generator 43 generates the first pulse
signal corresponding to the period of the converted
signal.

FIG. 11 shows a flowchart of the flow of the first
pulse signal generating control state for controlling the
measuring operation described above. In step 100, the
state of a frequency dividing flag Xh is first discrimi-
nated. When the flag Xh is judged as “0” in step 100, the
control flow is advanced to step 101. In step 101, the
number of rotations N of the engine 11 at that time is
compared with 4000 rotations to discriminate the state
of the engine at that time. When the number of rotations
of the engine at that time is judged to be smaller than
4000 rotations, the control flow is finished as the fre-
quency dividing flag Xh remains “0”. When the number
of rotations N is judged to be equal to or larger than
4000 rotations, the control flow is advanced to step 102,
the flag Xh is converted to “1”, and finished.

When the flag Xh is judged to be “1” in step 100, the
control flow is advanced to step 103 to discriminate in
which state the number of rotations N of the engine is
with respect to 3000 rotations. When the number of
rotations N is judged to be smaller than 3000 rotations,
the control flow is advanced to step 104, the flag Xh is
converted to “1”, and finished. When the number of
rotations N is judged to be equal to or larger than 3000
rotations in step 103, the flow is finished as it is.

FIG. 12 shows the process of generating the first
pulse signal for executing the measuring operation cor-
responding to the frequency dividing flag Xh to first
discriminate the state of the flag Xh in step 200. In step
200, when the flag Xh is judged to be “0”, the control
flow is advance to step 201, and the signal generated
corresponding to one rotation of the engine 11 is out-
putted as the first pulse signal as it is. Thereafter, in step
201, a skip flag Xs is set to *“1” and finished.

When the flag Xh is judged to be “1” in step 200, the
control flow is advanced to step 203 to discriminate the
state of the skip flag Xs in step 203. When the flag Xs is
judged to be “0” in step 203, the control flow is ad-
vanced to step 201 as it is, the first pulse signal corre-
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sponding to the rotating period of the engine 11 is out-
putted, and the flag Xs is converted to “1” in the next
step 201. When the flag Xs is “1”, the signal generated
corresponding to one rotation of the engine 22 is
skipped to eliminate the generation of the pulse signal,
and the flag Xs is converted to “0” in the next step 204.

More specifically, the flag Xh is controlled to be set
to correspond with the number of rotations of the en-
gine 11, and when the flag Xh is “1”, the flag Xs is
controlled to be converted to “1” and “0” every time
the detected signal, corresponding to the period of one
rotation of the engine 11, is inputted. Then the output
signal, to become the first pulse signal when the flag Xs
is “0”, is generated and the first pulse signal of the per-
iod divided by 2 in frequency from the rotation signal N
is generated.

In the embodiment described above, the number of
rotations of the engine is divided into high and low
speed ranges, the period signal generated corresponding
to the rotation of the engine in the high speed range is
divided in frequency, and the first pulse signal for exe-
cuting the measuring operation is set. However, a spe-
cial relationship may be stored and set between the
period signal N corresponding to the rotations of the
engine and the first pulse signal period, the period
stored on the basis of the number of rotations N of the
engine may be read out, and the first pulse signal may be
generated corresponding to the read out period.

FIG. 13 shows the fifth example of the measuring
device employed in the present invention, wherein the
said reference numerals as in the first example in FIG. 4
denote the same parts in the fifth example. In this exam-
ple, the connecting point of a temperature sensitive
element 17 to a resistance element 31 is connected
through a resistor 50 to a comparator 33, and the input
terminal of the comparator 33 is grounded through a
constant-current circuit 51. In other words, the circuit
51 operates to determine the value of the temperature
control of the element 17.

The constant-current circuit 51 is connected to the
output side of the resistor 50 as shown in FIG. 14, and
the output side of the resistor 50 is grounded through a
transistor 511 and a resistor 512. Further, the voltage
from a reference voltage power source 37 for control-
ling the voltage state of a heating electric current sup-
plied to the element 17 in a constant voltage state is
divided via resistors 513 and 514 and detected, the di-
vided reference voltage is compared by a comparator
515 with the voltage of the terminal of the resistor 512,
ie, the voltage corresponding to the current value
flowed to the resistor 50, and the transistor 511 is con-
trolled by a transistor 516 controlled by the compared
output from the comparator 515. In other words, the
reference power source of the circuit 51 is composed to
commonly have the reference power source 37 for con-
trolling the heating electric current at a constant volt-
age.

In the measuring device described above, it is an
important condition to attain accurate measuring data
to control the current supplied to the element 17 at a
constant voltage. Therefore, the reference voltage
power source 37 for executing the control of the con-
stant voltage is required to be extremely accurate. Con-
sequently, the device becomes very expensive.

However, in the embodiment described above, the
constant-current circuit 51 is provided in the state for
determining the control of the temperature of the ele-
ment 17, and the reference voltage power source 37 is
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commonly used as the reference power source of the
circuit 51. Then, output errors to the constant voltage
control circuit of the current and the constant-current
circuit 51 due to an error in the power source 37 can
cancel each other.

In other words, even if the accuracy of the power
source 37 is not sufficient, the accuracy of the measured
output signal generated from the measuring device 16
can be sufficiently high.

In the measuring device 16 shown and described in
the previous examples, the first pulse signal for instruct-
ing the measuring operation is generated corresponding
to the signal for detecting the rotating state of the en-
gine, and supplied to the measuring device 16. There-
fore, a special signal line for coupling the first pulse
signal to the measuring device 16 is necessary, and a
terminal for inputting the pulse signal is also required.

However, since the measuring device 17 is always
mounted in an environment in which a number of noises
normally exist, i.e., in the engine room of an automobile,
it is restricted in the disposition of the signal wires for
instructing the measuring operation.

FIG. 15 shows an example constructed by consider-
ing the above-described points. When an output signal
from a flip-flop 34 is produced as a measuring output
through a buffer amplifier 35, the signal is outputted
through a terminal 61 of an open collector buffer circuit
60, and supplied to the engine control unit.

Further, the terminal 61 is also used as an input termi-
nal of the first pulse signal to the measuring device 16,
the first pulse signal is supplied through an open collec-
tor buffer circuit 62 to the terminal 61, and supplied as
a set command signal to a flip-flop 34. In the circuit in
FIG. 15, the input/output is executed in a negative
logic.

FIG. 16 shows a detailed circuit example of the buffer
circuit 60. When the output is at a high level, the circuit
60 is constructed to have high impedance. The buffer
circuit 62, to which the first pulse signal is supplied is
also constructed with a circuit shown in FIG. 16.

In the measuring device shown in FIG. 15, the first
pulse signal generated in the state corresponding to the
rotation of the engine is inputted through the buffer
circuit 62 to the terminal 61 to set the flip-flop 34. Then,
the amount of air flowing in the intake manifold is mea-
sured in the same manner as the case described with
reference to FIGS. 5A to 5D.

An output signal from the flip-flop 34 is supplied to
the terminal 61 upon the inputting of the above-
described first pulse signal, and the measuring output
signal corresponding to the setting and resetting opera-
tions of the flip-flop 34 is produced through the buffer
circuit 60. The flip-flop 34 is set when the output signal
rises. Therefore, even when the output signal is supplied
from the set command input to the flip-flop 34, it does
not affect the operation of the measuring device.

The operating state of the example described above
will be further described. Assume that the first pulse
signal supplied to the buffer circuit 62 is in the state as
shown in FIG. 17A, the flip-flop 34 is controlled to be
set or reset in the states as shown in FIG. 17B, and the
signal for controlling a transistor 36 is as shown in FIG.
17C.

In the embodiment described above, the buffer cir-
cuits 60 and 62 have been described as open collector
types. However, these buffer circuits may also be con-
structed as a tri-state type.
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FIG. 18 shows a tri-state circuit used as a buffer cir-
cuit 60. An input signal is supplied to an input terminal
601, and a control signal is supplied to a control termi-
nal 602. Then, transistors 603 and 604 are reciprocally
controlled corresponding to the level state of the con-
trol signal.

In other words, when the control signal is at a high
level, the input signal is inverted to be presented at an
output terminal 605. When the control signal is at a low
level, the output terminal 605 has a high impedance.

When this circuit is applied to the device shown in
FIG. 15, the input terminal 601 is connected to the
terminal 602, and used as an input terminal.

FIG. 19 shows a tri-state circuit used as a buffer cir-
cuit 62. When a control signal to the control terminal
602 is at a low level, a signal coupled to the input termi-
nal 601 is transmitted to the output terminal 605 as it is.
When the control signal is at a high level, the output
terminal 605 has a high impedance.

The embodiments described above will be further
considered. Assume that the first pulse signal for con-
trolling the flip-flop 34 is generated in the state shown in
FIG. 20A, the flip-flop 34 is set by the signal to control
a transistor 36, and a pulse-shaped heating electric cur-
rent corresponding to the element 17 is generated as
shown in FIG. 20B. In this case, the state of the current
flowing to the element 17 and the resistance element 31
vibrates as shown in FIG. 20C by the distributed capac-
itance and the inductance on the wires for controlling

:and transmitting the current. The potential at the point
-of an input signal to the comparator 33 of the connect-
.ing point to the element 17 and the element 31 is propor-
-tional to that shown in FIG. 20C. Therefore, the input
potential to the comparator 33 with the potential of the
connecting point of the element 30 to the resistance
element 33 as a reference also vibrates as shown in FIG.
20D. Further, the time constants for raising the poten-
tial at both input points of the comparator 33 from the
zdifference of the impedances become different.
- The varying length V1 of the waveform of FIG. 20D
~is a mere several mV according to the operating condi-
~tions, and when the peak value of the vibration of the
waveform exceeds V1 so that the margin length V2
becomes zero, the comparator 33 judges that the tem-
perature of the element 17 has reached the set tempera-
ture and interrupts the current and is therefore in error.

In order to effectively eliminate the occurrence of the
above-described problem, the flip-flop 34 is constructed
as a level trigger type, in such a manner that, in the state
that an input signal exists in the set terminal, the flip-flop
remains set even when a reset command signal is sup-
plied to the resetting terminal of the flip-flop. Then, the
length T1 of time to obtain an effective polarity of the
first pulse signal, used for controlling the current, is set
to a value larger than that of vibrating the current as
shown in FIG. 21A.

In other words, the flip-flop 34 remains set irrespec-
tive of the output state of the comparator 33 during the
length T1 of time, and the flip-flop 34 is controlled by
the output of the comparator 33 in the period T2, the
state for proving the output of the comparator 33. This
means that the output of the comparator 33 is masked

. during the length T1 of time of the first pulse signal, and
the air flow measuring operation is stably executed.

The first pulse signal having a predetermined pulse
length may be set in this manner, but the pulse length T1
is set as it is to the lower limit value of the measuring
output. Therefore, the length of the first pulse signal is
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desired to be as short as possible. However, a difficulty
which might sometimes occur with using the first pulse
signal having a short length T1 of time according to the
environmental conditions such as the wire state used or
the noise presenting state. The load to the heating signal
generator increases.
FIG. 22 shows an example of means for generating
the first pulse signal for controlling the heating of an
electric current and considers the above-described
points. An edge trigger type monostable multivibrator
66 is constructed to control the rise of the inputted first
pulse signal at the edge, and the flip-flop 34 is controlled
by the output signal set in the length of the pulse from
the multivibrator 66.
In other words, when the first pulse signal as shown
in FIG. 23A is generated, the output signal of the multi-
vibrator 66 rises corresponding to the rising edge of the
signal as shown in FIG. 23B, and the flip-flop 34 re-
mains set during the length T1 of time set by a resistor
661 and a capacitor 662 for setting the time constant of
the multivibrator 66.
FIG. 24 shows still another example of signal gener-
ating means for controlling the heating of an electric
current. A switch circuit 67 is provided between a com-
parator 33 and a flip-flop 34, which is of an edge trigger
type.
In this case, the switch circuit 67 may be composed of
a digital switch circuit having in combination an analog
switch and a logic circuit.
More specifically, in this circuit, the output of the
comparator 33 is not transmitted to the flip-flop 34 for a
predetermined period of time by the output signal of the
multivibrator 66, and the masking operation is executed
during the length T1 of time in the same manner as
described above.
In addition, when the flip-flop 34 is composed of an
edge trigger type with a preset terminal, the output of
the multivibrator 66 may be supplied to the preset ter-
minal of the flip-flop 34.
The present invention having been described may be
modified so that the temperature sensitive element used
as the heater is supplied with a constant current in place
of a constant voltage.
What is claimed is:
1. A control system for an engine having an air intake
passage, comprising:
means for generating a first pulse signal at every
predetermined angular rotation of said engine;

means disposed in said air intake passage for generat-
ing heat in accordance with an electric current
supplied thereto and for measuring the temperature
of itself;

means for detecting the temperature of air passing

through said air intake passage;

means for establishing a reference temperature in

accordance with the air temperature detected by
said air temperature detecting means;

means for comparing the temperature of said heat

generating means with the reference temperature
established by said reference establishing means,
said comparing means generating an output signal
when the temperature of said heat generating
means is higher than the reference temperature;

means for generating a second pulse signal having a

period starting from the first pulse signal and end-
ing with an output of said comparing means indi-
cating that the temperature of said heat generating
means attains the reference temperature, the period
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of said second pulse signal being indicative of an
amount of air sucked into said engine per the prede-
termined angular rotation of said engine;

means for supplying said heat generating means with
the electric current during the period of said sec-
ond pulse signal so that said heat generating means
generates heat during said second pulse signal and
dissipates heat thereafter; and

means for supplying said engine with fuel in accor-
dance with the period of said second pulse signal.

2. A control system according to claim 1, wherein

said electric current supplying means includes:

a voltage source; '

a reference voltage circuit for producing a predeter-
mined reference voltage;

a transistor having a base connected to said second
pulse signal generating means and an emitter-col-
lector path connected in series with said voltage
source and said heat generating means, said transis-
tor being turned on in response to said second pulse
signal to supply said heat generating means with a
voltage from said voltage source; and

a comparator connected to receive the voltage sup-
plied to said heat generating means and the prede-
termined reference voltage of said reference volt-
age circuit, said comparator being further con-
nected to the base of said transistor to control the
turning on and off of said transistor in response to
an output signal of said comparator so that the
voltage supplied to said heat generating means is
kept constant.

3. A control system according to claim 1 further

comprising:

a reference voltage circuit for producing a predeter-
mined reference voltage;

a resistor connected between said heat generating
means and said comparing means; and

a constant current circuit connected in parallel with
said heat generating means and said resistor, and
responsive to the reference voltage of said refer-
ence voltage circuit for regulating an electric cur-
rent flowing through said resistor at a value pro-
portional to the reference voltage, and wherein
said current supplying means includes a constant
voltage circuit connected to said reference voltage
circuit for supplying said heat generating means
with a constant voltage proportional to said refer-
ence voltage in response to the second pulse signal.

4. A control system according to claim 1, wherein

said first pulse signal generating means includes:

a rotation detector for generating a rotation pulse at
every predetermined angular rotation of said en-
gine;

means for discriminating whether the rotational
speed of said engine is above or belcw a predeter-
mined speed, said discriminating means generating
a first and second signal indicating that the rota-
tional speed of said engine is below or above the
predetermined speed, respectively;

means for dividing said rotation pulse into different
frequencies in response to said second output signal
of said discriminating means; and

means for selecting either the rotation pulse or the
frequency-divided rotation pulse as said first pulse
signal in response to the first and second output
signals of said discriminating means.

§. A control system according to claim 4, wherein the

predetermined speed of said discriminating means is set
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to different values when the number of rotations of the
engine is varied to rise and fall in such a manner that the
predetermined speed when the number of rotations of
the engine rises is set to a speed higher than the prede-
termined speed when the number of rotations of the
engine falls.

6. A control system according to claim 1, wherein the
first pulse signal generated from said first pulse signal
generating means and the second pulse signial generated
from said second pulse signal generating means are
transmitted to and from said second pulse signal gener-
ating means, respectively, through a common signal
line.

7. A control system according to claim 1, wherein
said second pulse generating means includes means for
preventing the inverting operation due to the output
signal from said comparing means at a time interval
specified once the said first pulse signal is raised.

8. A control system according to claim 7, wherein
said second pulse generating means is set to the first
state by said first pulse signal, and composed of a flip-
flop inverted by the output signal from said comparing
means to the second state, and said flip-flop is composed
as a level trigger type so that said first state is main-
tained even if the output signal is generated from said
comparing means in the state that said first pulse signal
is presented.

9. A control system according to claim 8, wherein the
length of said first pulse signal is set to the length of time
specified to execute the prevention of the inversion of
said second pulse generating means.

10. A control system according to claim 7, wherein
means for preventing said inverting operation is com-
posed of a switch circuit interposed between said com-
paring means and said second pulse generating means,
and said switch circuit is set to open the length of time
specified from the rising edge of said first pulse signal.

11. A control system for an engine having an air
intake passage, comprising: ‘

first resistance means, including a first resistor whose

resistance value varies in accordance with the tem-
perature of air passing through said air intake pas-
sage, for generating a first output signal corre-
sponding to the resistance value of said first resis-
tor;

second resistance means, including a second resistor

positioned in said air intake passage and having a
resistance value that varies in accordance with the
temperature thereof; for generating a second out-
put signal corresponding to the resistance value of
said second resistor;

comparator means, connected to said first resistance

means and said second resistance means, for com-
paring said second output signal with said first
output signal to generate a third output signal when
said second output signal reaches a level of said
first output signal;

rotation detector means for generating a fourth out-

put signal synchronously with the predetermined
angular rotation of said engine;

pulse generating means for generating a fifth output

pulse signal having a time width starting from said
fourth output signal and ending with said third
output signal, said fifth output signal being indica-
tive of amount of air in said air intake passage per
a predetermined rotation;

power control means for controlling a supply of elec-

trical power to said second resistance means in
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.response to said fifth output pulse signal so that said
second resistor generates heat during the time
width of said fifth output pulse signal and dissipates
the heat after said fifth output pulse signal; and

fuel control means for controlling the amount of fuel
supply in accordance with the time width of said
fifth output pulse signal.

12. A control system for an engine having an air

intake passage comprising:

an electric power source;

a heater resistor positioned in said intake air passage
for generating heat when an electric current is
supplied from said power source, the resistance
value of said heater resistor varying in accordance
with the temperature thereof;

a first resistor connected in series with said heater
resistor;

a sensing resistor positioned upstream said heater
resistor in said intake air passage for sensing the
temperature of air passing therethrough, the resis-
tance value of said sensing resistor varying in ac-
cordance with the sensed air temperature;
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a second resistor connected in series with said sensing
resistor;

a comparator connected to a first junction between
said heater resistor and said first resistor and a
second junction between said sensing resistor and
said second resistor, said comparator producing an
output signal when a first signal developed at said
first juntion reaches the level of a second signal
developed at said second junction;

a rotation detector for generating a rotation pulse
synchronously with the predetermined angular
rotation of said engine;

switching means for switching on and off an electri-
cal connection between said power source and said
heater resistor in response to the rotation pulse of
said rotation detector and said output signal of said
comparator, respectively;

measuring means for measuring an interval of time
from the rotation pulse to the output signal from
said comparator; and

fuel supply means for supplying said engine with fuel
during an interval of time proportional to a mea-

sured interval of time.
* * %* * #



