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To all, whon, it may concein. 
Beit known that we, WILLIAM. C. CHURCH, 

residing at Portland, in the county of Mult 
nomah and State of Oregon, and JOHN B. MA 
HANA, residing at Silver Lake, in the county 
of Cowlitz and State of Washington, citizens 
of the United States, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Cases for 
Postage-Stamps, Tickets, &c.; and we do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
and to the figures of reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to portable cases for 

strips of postage-stamps, tickets, or like arti 
cles, its object being to provide a case in 
which a strip of stamps or tickets may be con 

end a short distance in rear of the front end tained and from which it may be fed out 
through one end of the case to project the 
stamps or tickets one at a time in a uniform 
manner and permit the projected stamps or 
tickets to be easily and expeditiously severed. 
With these objects in view the invention 

consists of the novel features of construction 
of the case and the feed mechanism, as will 
be hereinafter fully described, and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of our improved case for 
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stamps, tickets, &c. Fig. 2 is a vertical lon 
gitudinal section showing the parts in posi 
tion to project a stamp or ticket. Fig. 3 is a 
similar view showing the parts in their nor 
mal positions. Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse 
section on the line acac of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a 
perspective view of the removable end closure 
in which the rolled strip of stamps or tickets 
is supported. 
The top of the case is indicated by 1 and 

the sides by 2. The sides taper from their 
rear to their front ends, as shown, so that the 
rear end of the case is deeper than the front 
end. The bottom is made in two sections, in 
dicated by 3 and 4, the former being rigidly 
secured to the sides. The section 4 is pro 
vided with an upwardly-projecting ear 5 at 
each edge, and pins 6 connect these ears to 
the sides 2 and form pivots upon which the 
section 4 may be rocked. The rear end of 
the section 4 is offset, as indicated at 7, in 

1. 

the top of the case. 

its upward movement. 

order that it may overlap the section 3, and 
the bottom will present a straight exterior 
surface when the section 4 is in its normal 
position. 
8 indicates a diaphragm rigidly secured to 

the sides 2 to leave a space between it and 
The rear portion of the 
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diaphragm is bent downwardly at substan 
tially a right angle to form the vertical sup- - 
port 9, which is secured at its lower end to 
the fixed section 3 of the bottom. An offset 
10 is formed in the support 9, which forms a 
stop for the rear end of the section 4 to limit 

A spring Il is inter 
posed between the diaphragm 8 and the sec 
tion 4 of the bottom in rear of the ears 5 and 
normally tends to hold the section 4 in en 
gagement with the section 3, as shown in 
Fig. 3. - 
The diaphragm 8 terminates at its front 

of the top 1, and a block 12, preferably of 
rubber or leather, is secured to the forward 

- end of the section 4 of the bottom and forms 
a closure for the front end of the case, its 
outer face being flush with the front edge of 
the top. 
The front portion of the diaphragm S will 

preferably be bent upwardly, as at 13, in or 
der to reduce the space between it and the 
top of the case at the delivery end, and the 
diaphragm in rear of the bend 13 will prefer 
ably be parallel to the top 1. 
The closure for the rear end of the case con sists of a plate 14, with an inwardly-projecting 

flange 15 around its edges, adapted to fit 
snugly but removably in the rear end of the 
case. A finger-hold 16, preferably in the 
form of a ring, will be secured to the plate 
14. The vertical flanges of the plate 14 are 
extended forwardly to form ears 17, which 
are perforated to receive the end spindles 18 
of a reel 19, on which the strip of stamps or 
tickets 20 is wound. A spring 21 is secured 
at one end to the plate 14, and its free end is 
adapted to engage the strip and prevent it 
accidentally unwinding from the reel. 
The top 1 of the case is provided with a slot 

22, through which a pin 23 extends. This pin 
is rigidly secured atitsinner end to a presser. 
plate 24, adapted to engage the strip and feed 
it along on top of the diaphragm 8. The lower 
face of the plate will preferably be provided 
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with a coating of rubber 25 or similar sub 
stance to insure sufficient friction to move 
the strip positively and uniformly. Instead 

Io 
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presser-plate, after which the flanged 
will be fitted into the end of the case. 

25 

of having the rubber coating the lower sur 
face of the plate may be abraded, as will be 
readily understood. The pin 23 also passes 
through a Washer 26, which is supported to 
slide on the outer surface of the top 1, and a 
coiled spring 27 encircles the pin and seats at 
its upper end against the head 28 of the pin 
and at its lower end on said washer 26. This 
spring 27 normally holds the plate 24 against 
the under surface of the top 1 and out of con 
tact with the strip. Another coiled spring 29 
is secured at one end to the rear end of the 
plate 24 and at its other end to the case, and 
normally holds the plate 24 at the extremity. 
of its rearward movement. . . . . 
The strip of stamps or tickets will first be 

wound on the reel, and its loose end be intro 
duced between the diaphragm 8 and the 

plate 

strip will then be moved through the case 
until the edge of a 'stamp or ticket is at the 
front end of the case, and the parts being in 
their normal positions the end of the strip 
will be clamped between the upper face of 
the block 12 and the under face of the top 1. 
The slot 22 is designed to be just long enough 

... to permit the pin 23 in moving from one end 
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of the slot to the other to move the presser 
plate sufficiently to force the strip forwardly 
to project one stamp or ticket and no more, 
leaving the perforations in the strip just un 
der the front edge of the top 1, which edge 
will serve as a cutter to sever the projected 
stamp. To project a stamp or ticket, the rear 
end of the section 4 of the bottom is pushed 
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very convenient. 

inwardly, which will result in moving the 
block 12 out of contact with the strip, when 
by pushing the headed pin 23 inwardly and 
then forwardly the presser-plate will engage 
the strip and carry it forward the desired dis 
tance. On releasing the section 4 the spring 
11 will return it to its normal position and the 
block 12 will engage the strip and hold it 
firmly while the projected portion is severed. 
On removing the pressure from the pin 23 the 
spring 27 will elevate the presser-plate from 
the strip and the spring 29 will retract it to 
its normal position. If it is desired to pro 
ject two or more stamps or tickets before sev 
ering them the presser-plate must be oper 
ated once for each stamp or ticket, as will be 
readily understood. 
The case may be made of any suitable metal 

and may be ornamented in any manner pre 
ferred, and as it will not be very large it may 
be worn as an ornament or carried in the 
pocket, if desired. The device will effec 
tually protect the stamps or tickets from mois 
ture or injury of any kind and will be found 

It is to be understood 
form, proportions, or other minor details of 
construction may be resorted to without de-l 

The 

that changes in the 

655,196 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of our invention. . 
Having described the invention, we claim 
1. A stamp or ticket case having a remov 

able end closure forming a support for a rolled 
strip of stamps or tickets, a spring-pressed 
movable closure for the other or delivery end, 
and means to feed the strip from the reel 
through the delivery end, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A stamp or ticket case having means to 
support a rolled strip of stamps or tickets in 
its rear end, and having its bottom formed 
in part of a hinged plate, a block carried by 
the plate and forming a movable end closure, 
means to yieldingly hold the block in its clos 
ing position, and means to feed the strip 
through the end of which the block is the 
movable closure, substantially as described. 
a 3. In a stamp or ticket case, the combina 
tion with the sides and top of the case, of a 
bottom formed in two sections, the rear sec 
tion being firmly secured to the sides and the 

ried by the front end of the pivoted plate to 
form a movable end chosure for the case, a 
spring to yieldingly hold the block in its clos 
ing position, a rolled strip of stamps or tickets 
supported within the case, and means to feed 
the strip through the end of which the block 
forms the movable closure, substantially as 
described. . 

4. A stamp or ticket case having a remov 
able end closure forming a support for a rolled 
strip of stamps or tickets, a movable closure 
at the other or delivery end of the case, a 
diaphragm within the case to support the 
strip between the roll and delivery end, a 
presser-plate yieldingly supported above the 
strip and diaphragm and depressible and 
movable to engage the strip and feed it for 
ward toward the delivery end, and means to 
move the closure at the delivery end of the 
case to permit the strip to pass through, sub 
stantially as described. . 

5. In a stamp or ticket case the combina 
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'forward section pivoted thereto, a block car 
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tion with the outer casing having a slotted 
top and a supporting-diaphragm for the strip 
of stamps or tickets within the casing below 
the top, of a presser-plate above the dia 
phragm, a headed pin connected to the dia 
phragm and extending through the slot in the 
top of the casing, a washer supported on the 
top and through which the said pin passes, a 
spring interposed between the said washer 
and the head of the pinto normally hold the 
plate out of engagement with the strip, and 
a spring connecting the rear end of the 
presser-plate with the casing to normally re 
tract the plate, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof We affix our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM. C. CHURCH. . 
JOHN B. MAHANA. 

Witnesses: . . . . . . . 
CHAS. W. KIMBALL, 
JOHN BOOLE. . - 
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