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1
PACKAGE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e)
to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 62/089,074, filed
Dec. 8, 2014, each of which is expressly incorporated by
reference herein.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a package, and in par-
ticular to a package made from plastics materials. More
particularly, the present disclosure relates to a package that
includes a container and a lid for the container.

SUMMARY

According to the present disclosure, a package includes a
container and a lid. In illustrative embodiments, the con-
tainer includes an interior casing comprising side and bot-
tom film panels and a frame comprising a base section
coupled to the bottom film panel to form a floor of the
container, a brim arranged to lie above the base section, and
several upright columns arranged to interconnect the base
section and the brim and coupled to the side film panel to
form a side wall of the container.

In illustrative embodiments, the frame is overmolded onto
the side and bottom film panels that form the interior casing.
The frame surrounds and rigidifies the interior casing. The
interior casing is formed to provide an interior product-
storage region of the container.

In illustrative embodiments, the interior casing is
arranged to lie in an interior space bounded by the base
section and four upright corner columns. A central portion of
the bottom film panel is coupled to upwardly facing surfaces
of the base section included in the container. A central
portion of the side film panel is coupled to inwardly facing
surfaces of the upright corner columns included in the
container.

In illustrative embodiments, an upper end of the side film
panel is flared outwardly so that an outer surface of that
upper end faces downwardly to mate with the brim of the
container and an inner surface of that upper end faces
upwardly to mate with a lid that is configured to be mounted
on the brim to close a top aperture opening into an interior
product-storage region bounded by the interior casing.

In illustrative embodiments, an upwardly extending outer
end of the bottom film panel is mated with a lower portion
of the upright corner columns of the frame. A downwardly
extending lower portion of the side film panel is arranged to
lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower portion of the upright
corner columns of the frame to trap the upwardly extending
outer end of the bottom film panel therebetween so as to
overlap with the upwardly extending outer end of the bottom
film panel.

In illustrative embodiments, the lid of the package
includes a pivotable U-shaped closure support appended to
the brim to pivot about a horizontal pivot axis. The lid also
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includes a closure (e.g., film panel) coupled to upwardly
facing surfaces of the brim and the pivotable U-shaped
closure. The lid includes frangible connectors that are
arranged to interconnect an outer edge of the brim and an
inner edge of the U-shaped closure support. The first time a
consumer opens the package, a pivot-inducing lifting force
is applied to an underside of the U-shaped closure support to
break the frangible connectors and separate a portion of the
closure from a portion of the brim.

Additional features of the present disclosure will become
apparent to those skilled in the art upon consideration of
illustrative embodiments exemplifying the best mode of
carrying out the disclosure as presently perceived.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description particularly refers to the accom-
panying figures in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of a
package in accordance with the present disclosure showing
that the package comprises a lid and a container and showing
that the container includes a frame and an interior casing
coupled to an interior surface of the frame to establish a floor
and a side wall of the container;

FIG. 1A is an exploded perspective assembly view of the
package of FIG. 1 showing that the frame of the container
is monolithic and comprises a rectangular base section, a
rectangular brim, and four upright corner columns, and
showing that the interior casing of the container comprises
a bottom film panel adapted to be coupled to the base section
of the frame to establish the floor of the container and an
endless side film panel adapted to be coupled to the four
upright corner columns to establish the side wall of the
container;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a side elevation view similar to FIG. 2 with
portions broken away showing illustrative dimensions of the
container of FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a right-side elevation view of the package of
FIGS. 1-3 with a portion broken away showing additional
illustrative dimensions of the container;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged view taken from a first circled region
of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged view taken from the circled region
of FIG. 5 showing a portion of the frame and a portion of the
side wall included in the interior casing and suggesting that
an upwardly facing inner surface of an upper end of the side
film panel included in the side wall is arranged to mate with
a membrane sheet included in a lid so as to define an interior
product-storage region bounded by the interior casing and
the membrane sheet of the lid;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged view taken from a first circled region
of FIG. 3 showing illustrative dimension of portions of the
frame and the interior casing;

FIG. 8 is an enlarged view taken from a second circled
region of FIG. 2 showing a lower portion of the frame of the
container, a lower portion of the side film panel, and a
portion of the bottom film panel;

FIG. 9 is an enlarged view taken from the circled region
of FIG. 9 showing that an upwardly extending outer end of
the bottom film panel is arranged to overlap a lower portion
of'the side film panel and lie in a space provided between the
lower portion of the side film panel and the frame;

FIG. 10 is an enlarged view taken from a second circled
region of FIG. 3 showing illustrative dimensions of portions
of the frame and the interior casing;
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FIG. 11 is a sectional view taken along line 11-11 of FIGS.
1 and 2 showing that the base section of the frame includes
a generally rectangular border strip and a strip rigidifier
located at each of the four interior corners of the generally
rectangular border strip and coupled to the border strip to lie
in an interior region bounded by the border strip;

FIG. 12 is an enlarged view taken from a circled region of
FIG. 12,

FIG. 13 is a view similar to FIG. 12 showing various
illustrative dimensions of portions of the container;

FIG. 14 is a plan view of a blank used to form the side film
panel included in the interior casing of the container;

FIG. 15 is a plan view of a blank used to form the bottom
film panel included in the interior casing of the container;

FIGS. 16-23 are a series of photographs of a package in
accordance with a second embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 16 is a photograph showing that the container
includes an interior casing and a frame and showing that the
frame includes, from bottom to top, a rectangular base
section, four upright corner columns located at each corner
of the container, a brim, and a lid comprising a pivotable
U-shaped closure support appended to the brim to pivot
about a horizontal pivot axis (when opened as suggested in
FIGS. 22 and 23) and a closure coupled to the closure
support and to the brim to close a top opening into a
product-storage region formed in the container;

FIG. 17 is a photograph of the package of FIG. 16 taken
from another perspective showing that a front portion of the
U-shaped closure support includes two spaced-apart grip
tabs configured to be grasped by a consumer to aid in
separating the lid from the container brim to open the
package;

FIG. 18 is a photograph of the package of FIGS. 16 and
17 taken from above the container looking downwardly
toward the floor of the container;

FIG. 19 is a photograph of the container of FIGS. 16-18
taken from the bottom of the container looking upwardly
toward the brim of the container;

FIG. 20 is a photograph of the package of FIGS. 16-19
taken from another perspective;

FIG. 21 is a photograph of a portion of the package of
FIGS. 16-20 showing the U-shaped closure support coupled
to the brim by two frangible connectors;

FIG. 22 is a photograph showing the closure support
being separated from the brim to open the package; and

FIG. 23 is a photograph taken from another perspective
showing the U-shaped closure support being separated from
the brim after breakage of several of the frangible connec-
tors included in the lid and used initially to anchor a front
portion of the U-shaped closure support to an adjacent
portion of the brim of the container.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A package 10 in accordance with a first embodiment of
the present disclosure includes a container 12 and a lid 14 as
suggested in FIGS. 1-4. An interior casing 16 made of
bottom and side film panels 16B, 16S is mounted on inner
surfaces of an exterior frame 18 to form container 12 as
suggested in FIG. 1A. Bottom and side film panels 16B, 16S
overlap when assembled as suggested in FIGS. 8 and 9. Lid
14 is adapted to be coupled to a brim 180 of frame 18 as
suggested diagrammatically in FIG. 1 and to an upper
portion of side film panel 16S as suggested in FIGS. 5 and
6 to close a container 12.
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A package 210 in accordance with a second embodiment
of the present disclosure is shown in FIGS. 16-23. Lid 214
of package 210 includes a (1) U-shaped closure support 202
mounted on the brim 280 of frame 210 for pivotable
movement about a horizontal pivot axis 202A between a
closed position shown in FIGS. 16-18 and an opened posi-
tion shown in FIGS. 22 and 23 and (2) a closure 204 made
of film coupled to U-shaped closure support 202 to move
therewith and adapted to mate with brim 280 when the
U-shaped closure support 202 is in the closed position as
suggested in FIG. 16.

Frame 18 of container 12 includes brim 180, four gener-
ally vertical corner columns 181-184, and a base section 185
as shown, for example, in FIG. 1A. Although brim 180 and
base section 185 have rectangular shapes as suggested in
FIG. 1A, any suitable shape may be used in accordance with
the present disclosure. Each corner column 181-184 is
arranged to interconnect a corner of brim 180 and a com-
panion corner of base section 185. Brim 180 includes an
upwardly facing surface 180U adapted to mate with lid 14
when lid 14 is mounted on container 12 as suggested
diagrammatically in FIG. 1. Inner surfaces of brim 180,
corner columns 181-184, and base section 185 are arranged
to mate with outer surfaces of bottom and side film panels
16B, 16S when interior casing 16 is mounted on frame 18 at
a factory to form container 12. Frame 18 is a monolithic
component made of a plastic material and is overmolded
onto interior casing 16 in any suitable manner in illustrative
embodiments.

Brim 180 of container frame 18 includes an upwardly
facing endless top strip 180T as shown in FIGS. 1 and 1A.
Brim 180 also includes four downwardly extending side
members 180S1, 18052, 18083, and 18054 appended to the
underside of top strip 180T. Each side member of brim 180
is arranged to interconnect two adjacent corner columns of
frame 18 as suggested in FIG. 1. For example, side member
180S1 interconnects corner columns 181 and 182 and side
member 180S2 interconnects corner columns 182 and 183.

Base section 185 of container frame 18 includes an
endless border strip 185B as shown in FIGS. 1A and 11.
Base section 185 also includes four upwardly extending side
members 18551, 18552, 18583, and 18554 appended to the
topside of border strip 185B. Fach side member of base
section 185 is arranged to interconnect two adjacent corner
columns of frame 18 as suggested in FIG. 1A. For example,
side member 185S3 interconnects corner columns 183 and
184 and side member 185S4 interconnects corner columns
184 and 181. As suggested in FIG. 11, border strip 185B has
a generally rectangular shape and a strip rigidifier 185R1,
185R2, 185R3, or 185R4 is located at each of the four
interior corners of the generally rectangular border strip
185B and coupled to border strip 185B to lie in an interior
region bounded by border strip 185B.

First corner column 181 of container frame 18 has an
upper end coupled to a first corner of brim 180 and a lower
end coupled to a first corner of base section 185 as suggested
in FIG. 1A. In an illustrative embodiment, first corner
column 181 includes a first post 181P1 arranged to inter-
connect side member 18554 of base section 185 and side
member 180S4 of brim 180, a third post 181P3 arranged to
interconnect side member 185S1 of base section 185 and
side member 180S1 of brim 180, and a second post 181P2
arranged to interconnect border strip 185B of base section
185 and top strip 180T of brim 180. Second post 181P2 is
arranged to lie between and interconnect first and third posts
181P1, 181P3. The thickness of the first and third posts
181P1, 181P3 is less than the thickness of the second post
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181P2 to provide means for minimizing wrinkling of side
film panel 16S of interior casing 16 during overmolding of
frame 18 onto interior casing 16. Such a variation in post
thickness also applies to the other corner columns 182-184
in accordance with the present disclosure.

Second corner column 182 of container frame 18 has an
upper end coupled to a second corner of brim 180 and a
lower end coupled to a second corner of base section 185 as
suggested in FIG. 1A. In an illustrative embodiment, second
corner column 182 includes a first post 182P1 arranged to
interconnect side member 185S2 of base section 185 and
side member 180S2 of brim 180, a third post 182P3 arranged
to interconnect side member 185S1 of base section and side
member 180S1 of brim 180, and a second post 182P2
arranged to interconnect border strip 185B of base section
185 and top strip 180T of brim 180. Second post 182P2 is
arranged to lie between and interconnect first and third posts
182P1, 182P3.

Third corner column 183 of container frame 18 has an
upper end coupled to a third corner of brim 180 and a lower
end coupled to a third corner of base section 185 as
suggested in FIG. 1A. In an illustrative embodiment, third
corner column 183 includes a first post 183P1 arranged to
interconnect side member 185S2 of base section 185 and
side member 180S2 of brim 180, a third post 183P3 arranged
to interconnect side member 185S3 of base section 185 and
side member 180S3 of brim 180, and a second post 183P2
arranged to interconnect border strip 185B of base section
185 and top strip 180T of brim 180. Second post 183P2 is
arranged to lie between and interconnect first and third posts
183P1, 183P3.

Fourth corner column 184 of container frame 18 has an
upper end coupled to a fourth corner of brim 180 and a lower
end coupled to a fourth corner of base section 185 as
suggested in FIG. 1A. In an illustrative embodiment, fourth
corner column 184 includes a first post 184P1 arranged to
interconnect side member 18554 of base section 185 and
side member 180S4 of brim 180, a third post 184P3 arranged
to interconnect side member 185S3 of base section 185 and
side member 180S3 of brim 180, and a second post 184P2
arranged to interconnect border strip 185B of base section
185 and top strip 180T of brim 180. Second post 184P2 is
arranged to lie between and interconnect first and third posts
184P1, 184P3.

Bottom film panel 16B of interior casing 16 is coupled to
base section 185 of frame 18 and lower portions of corner
columns 181-184 to establish a floor of container 12 as
suggested in FIGS. 1A, 8, and 9. In illustrative embodi-
ments, bottom film panel 16B is coupled to inner surfaces of
border strip 185B, strip rigidifiers 185R1-4, and side mem-
bers 185S1-4. Bottom film panel 16B includes a central
portion 16B5 and an upright rim 16R comprising a series of
four upwardly extending rim portions 16B1-16B4 as shown,
for example, in FIG. 1A. In illustrative embodiments, rim
portions 16B1-16B4 cooperate to form an endless rim 16R.
Bottom film panel 16B is made of any suitable single or
multilayer plastic material in illustrative embodiments of the
present disclosure.

Side film panel 16S of interior casing 16 is coupled to
brim 180 of frame 18 and to upper portions of corner
columns 181-184 and upwardly extending rim portions
16B1-16B4 of bottom film panel 16B to establish a side wall
of container 12 as suggested in FIGS. 1A, 5, and 6. In
illustrative embodiments side film panel 16S is coupled to an
outer surface of top strip 180T of brim 180 and inner
surfaces of corner columns 181-184. Lower portions of side
film panel 16S are also arranged to mate with and overlap
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upwardly extending rim portions of 16B1-16B4 of bottom
film panel 16B and to lie in spaced-apart relations to interior
surfaces of side members 185S1-S4 of base section 185 to
trap the upwardly extending rim portions 16B1-16B4 of
bottom film panel 16B there between. Side film panel 16S is
made of any suitable single or multilayer plastics material in
illustrative embodiments of the present disclosure.

Side film panel 16S includes a series of four panel
sections 16S1-165S4 as suggested in FIG. 1A. Each panel
section 16S1-4 includes an outer surface 160 arranged to
face toward the four corner columns 191-194 and an inner
surface 161 arranged to face away from the corner columns
181-184 as suggested in FIG. 1. Each panel section 16S1-4
includes an upper end 16S1U-4U that is flared outwardly as
suggested in FIG. 1A and the outwardly flared upper end
16S4U of fourth panel section 16S4 is shown in more detail
in FIGS. 5 and 6 and is representative of the shape and
configuration of outwardly flared upper ends 16S1U-3U.

In illustrative embodiments, interior casing 16 is arranged
to lie in an interior space bounded by base section 185 and
four upright corner columns 181-184 as suggested in FIGS.
1 and 1A. A central portion 16B5 of bottom film panel 16B
is coupled to upwardly facing surfaces of base section 185
included in container 12. A central portion of side film panel
16S is coupled to inwardly facing surfaces of upright corner
columns 181-184 included in container 12. Together, four
panel sections 16S1-16S4 cooperate to provide the central
portion of the side wall panel 16S.

In illustrative embodiments, an upper end 16S1U-16S4U
of side film panel 16S is flared outwardly so that an outer
surface of that upper end faces downwardly to mate with
brim 180 of container 12 and an inner surface of that upper
end faces upwardly to mate with a lid 14 that is configured
to be mounted on brim 180 to close a top aperture opening
into an interior product-storage region bounded by interior
casing 16.

In illustrative embodiments, an upwardly extending outer
rim 16R of bottom film panel 16B is mated with a lower
portion of the upright corner columns 181-184 of frame 18.
A downwardly extending lower portion of side film panel
16S is arranged to lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower
portion of upright corner columns 181-184 of frame 18 to
trap the upwardly extending outer rim 16R of bottom film
panel 16B therebetween so as to overlap with the upwardly
extending outer end of the side film panel 16S.

In illustrative embodiments, container 12 comprises a
box-like interior casing 16 made of a thin film reinforced by
a rigid injection-molded frame 18 made of a plastics mate-
rial. Containers 12 are nestable to minimize pre-filled ship-
ping volumes and are rectangular and stackable to maximize
post-filled shelf densities.

Interior casing 16 comprises a side film panel 16S and a
bottom film panel 16B that overlaps a lower portion of side
film panel 16S at the edges to maintain barrier integrity.
Frame 18 is overmolded onto interior casing 16 to add
strength and rigidity to container 12 as well as to bond and
affix the joints and edges of side and bottom film panels 16S,
16B. In illustrative embodiments, the vertical seam of the
endless side film panel 16S is located behind on of the four
corner columns 181-184 to hide and protect the seam and to
hold the edges in intimate contact to maximize barrier
integrity.

In one example, side film panel 16S is a separate com-
ponent from bottom film panel 16 as suggested in FIG. 1A.
In another example, the side film panel and the bottom film
panel may be a monolithic component.
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In another example where the interior casing is a mono-
lithic component, bottom wall panel may be quadrilateral in
shape and the side wall panel may comprise four separate
panel portions spaced apart from one another and coupled to
a different side of the bottom wall panel. As a result, the
interior casing may have a generally plus-sign shape. During
container manufacturing, each panel portion is arranged to
overlap a portion of the neighboring panel at an associated
upright column. Any suitable number of sides and shapes
and panel portions may be used.

Lid 14 comprises a membrane sheet 14M defined by a
multilayer film structure that is heat sealed to brim 180 of
container 12. Membrane sheet 14M has barrier properties
selected to match barrier properties of side and bottom film
panels 16S, 16B and includes a peel layer to make it easily
removable by a consumer. An overmolded sheet-support
frame made of plastic material can be used to surround and
support membrane sheet 14M in illustrative embodiments.
Peelable and resealable films can also be used to form a
membrane sheet to provide a multi-use lid. An alternative
illustrative hinged lid 214 having an integrated bail-brim
system is disclosed in the embodiment shown in FIGS.
16-23.

In another example, a lid in accordance with the present
disclosure may omit a membrane sheet or film component
and be formed from a barrier material. In one example, the
lid may be injection molded. The lid may be coupled by a
snap-fit coupling to the brim of the container and may
engage and couple to the upwardly facing surface of the
brim and the upper end of the side film panel. The lid may
couple to the upwardly facing surface of the brim and the
upper end of the side film panel by a heat seal, a pressure
sensitive adhesive, or any other suitable alternative or com-
bination thereof.

In illustrative embodiments, a pre-printed sheet of film
material is cut in any suitable manner to produce side and
bottom film panels 16S, 16B. Side and bottom film panels
16S, 16B are placed on a mold core. Bottom film panel 16B
overhangs to create an overlapping engagement with a lower
portion of side film panel 16S. Frame 18 is overmolded onto
interior casing 16 in a closed mold including the mold core.

Film portions and the frame are affixed and bonded to one
another during overmolding. In one illustrative example, the
frame is formed by injection molding hot liquid plastics
material which interacts with the film portions to cause
melting and intermixing at the areas of affixing and bonding.

Once formed, container 12 is filled with a product while
container 12 is held in a sealing nest that supports brim 180
of frame 18. Lid 14 is then placed on top of the filled
container and oriented properly. Lid 14 is then heat-sealed to
another lid 14 to brim 180 and to the upwardly facing flared
portion of side film panel 16S.

In illustrative embodiments, frame 18 is made of a poly-
propylene material. Any suitable film material may be used
to form interior casing 16. In illustrative embodiments, the
film thickness is about three mil or about four mil and
between about 2 mil and about 5 mil.

A package 210 in accordance with a second embodiment
of the present disclosure is shown in FIGS. 16-23. Package
210 includes a container 212 and a lid 214. Container 212 is
the same as container 12 except that it has a brim 280 that
has a shape different than brim 180 of container 12.

Lid 214 includes a U-shaped closure support 202 that is
mounted on brim 280 of frame 218 for pivotable movement
about a horizontal pivot axis 202A between a closed position
shown in FIGS. 16-18 and an opened position shown in
FIGS. 22 and 23. A closure 204 made of film is coupled to
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U-shaped closure support 202 to move therewith relative to
frame 218 and is adapted to mate with brim 280 when
U-shaped closure support 202 is in the closed position
suggested in FIG. 16.

As suggested in FIG. 18, several frangible connectors 206
are included in lid 214 and formed to retain U-shaped
closure support 202 of lid 214 in the closed position along-
side brim 280 of container 212 until the 1id 214 is opened for
the first time by a consumer. A front portion of U-shaped
closure support 202 includes two spaced-apart grip tabs 207,
208 configured to be grasped by a consumer to aid in
separating 1id 214 from container brim 280 to open package
210.

Closure 204 is a membrane sheet that is heat-sealed to
U-shaped closure support 202 and to brim 280. To open
package 210, a consumer opens lid 214 by lifting up on tabs
207, 208 provided a front corners of U-shaped closure
support 202. This separation breaks the frangible connectors
206 and fractures the membrane sheet providing closure 204
over the inner brim area. U-shaped closure support 202 and
closure 204 cooperate to form a flip-top lid 214 pivotable
about hinge axis 202A.

The invention claimed is:

[1. A package comprising

a container including an interior casing including a side

film panel and a bottom film panel coupled together and
a frame including a base section coupled to the bottom
film panel to form a floor of the container, a brim
arranged to lie in spaced-apart relation above the base
section, and upright columns arranged to extend
between and interconnect the brim and the base section
and coupled to the side film panel to form a side wall
of the container and

a lid coupled to the container to mate with the brim and

close selectively a top aperture formed in the container
and arranged to open into the interior product-storage
region,
wherein an upper end of the side film panel is flared
outwardly so that an outer surface of that upper end
faces downwardly to mate with the brim of the con-
tainer and an inner surface of the upper end faces
upwardly to mate with the lid,

wherein the lid includes a closure support coupled to the
brim to move relative to the brim and a membrane sheet
coupled to an upwardly facing surface of the closure
support and to an upwardly facing surface of the brim
to cause the membrane sheet to trap the upper end of
the side film panel between a portion of the upwardly
facing surface of the brim and the membrane sheet so
as to overlap with the upper end of the side film panel.]

[2. The package of claim 1, wherein an upwardly extend-
ing outer end of the bottom film panel is mated with a lower
portion of the upright columns of the frame and a down-
wardly extending lower portion of the side film panel is
arranged to lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower portion
of the upright columns of the frame to trap the upwardly
extending outer end of the bottom film panel therebetween
s0 as to overlap with the upwardly extending outer end of the
bottom film panel.]

[3. The package of claim 2, wherein the side film panel
includes a first end arranged to extend between and inter-
connect the brim and the base section of the frame, a second
end spaced apart from the first end and arranged to extend
between and interconnect the brim and the base section of
the frame, and the first end is arranged to overlie the second
end to locate the first end between the second end and the
interior product-storage region.]
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[4. The package of claim 3, the first end is coupled to one
of the upright columns, the second end is coupled to the first
end to trap the first end between the second end and the
upright column and overlap with the first end of the side film
panel.]

[5. The package of claim 1, wherein a downwardly
extending lower portion of the side film panel is mated with
a lower portion of the upright columns of the frame and an
upwardly extending outer end of the bottom film panel is
arranged to lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower portion
of the upright columns of the frame to trap the downwardly
extending lower portion of the side film panel therebetween
so as to overlap with the downwardly extending lower
portion of the side film panel.]

[6. The package of claim 1, wherein closure support is
coupled to the brim to pivot relative to the brim.]

[7. The package of claim 1, wherein an upwardly extend-
ing outer end of the bottom film panel is mated with a lower
portion of the upright columns of the frame and a down-
wardly extending lower portion of the side film panel is
arranged to lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower portion
of the upright columns of the frame to trap an upwardly
extending outer end of the bottom film panel therebetween
s0 as to overlap with the upwardly extending outer end of the
bottom film panel.]

[8. The package of claim 1, wherein the side film panel
includes a first end arranged to extend between and inter-
connect the brim and the base section of the frame, a second
end spaced apart from the first end and arranged to extend
between and interconnect the brim and the base section of
the frame, and the first end is coupled to one of the upright
columns, the second end is coupled to the first end to trap the
first end between the second end and the upright column and
overlap with the first end of the side film panel.]

[9. The package of claim 1, wherein interior casing
defines the interior product-storage region.]

[10. The package of claim 9, wherein the frame is
overmolded onto the side and bottom film panels that form
the interior casing.]

[11. The package of claim 9, wherein the frame surrounds
and rigidifies the interior casing.]

[12. The package of claim 9, wherein the interior casing
is arranged to lie in an interior space bounded by the base
section and the upright columns.]

[13. The package of claim 1, wherein a central portion of
the side film panel is coupled to inwardly facing surfaces of
the upright columns included in the container.]

[14. The package of claim 1, wherein an upwardly extend-
ing outer end of the bottom film panel is mated with a lower
portion of the upright columns of the frame.]

[15. The package of claim 1, wherein the lid includes a
pivotable U-shaped closure support coupled to the brim to
pivot about a horizontal pivot axis and a closure coupled to
an upwardly facing surface of the pivotable U-shaped clo-
sure support.]

[16. The package of claim 15, wherein the closure is
coupled to an upwardly facing surface of the brim.]

17. A package comprising

a container including [an interior] @ casing including a

side film panel and a bottom film panel [coupled
together] separate from the side film panel and a frame
including a base section coupled to the bottom film
panel to form a floor of the container, a brim arranged
to lie in spaced-apart relation above the base section,
and upright columns arranged to extend between and
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interconnect the brim and the base section and coupled
to the side film panel to form a side wall of the
container and

a lid coupled to the container to mate with the brim and

close selectively a top aperture formed in the container
and arranged to open into [the] an interior product-
storage region of the container,

wherein the lid includes a [pivotable U-shaped] closure

support and is coupled to the brim to pivot about a
horizontal pivot axis [and a closure coupled to an
upwardly facing surface of the pivotable U-shaped
closure support,

wherein the closure is coupled to an upwardly facing

surface of the brim] from a closed position to an opened
position,

wherein the 1id further includes frangible connectors

arranged to extend between and interconnect [an outer
edge of] the brim and [an inner edge of] the [U-shaped]
closure support, and

wherein the lid is configured to be peeled away from the

brim to open the top aperture of the container.

18. The package of claim [17] 27, wherein the frangible
connectors break in response to application of a pivot-
inducing lifting force to an underside of the [U-shaped
closure support] /id to cause [a portion of the closure] the lid
to separate from ar least a portion of the brim.

19. The package of claim 18, wherein the [closure is] /id
includes a film panel.

20. A container comprising

an interior casing including a side film panel and a bottom

film panel coupled together and

a frame including a base section coupled to the bottom

film panel to form a floor of the container, a brim
arranged to lie above the base section, and a plurality
of upright columns arranged to extend between and
interconnect the brim and the base section and coupled
to the side film panel to form a side wall of the
container,

wherein the frame further includes a closure support

coupled to the brim to move relative to brim and
frangible connectors arranged to extend between and
interconnect an outer edge of the brim and an inner
edge of the closure support.

21. The container of claim 20, wherein the frame is
overmolded onto the side and bottom film panels to rigidify
the interior casing and cause the interior casing to define an
interior product-storage region formed in the container and
the interior casing is arranged to lie in an interior space
bounded by the base section and upright columns.

22. The container of claim 20, wherein an upwardly
extending outer end of the bottom film panel is mated with
a lower portion of the upright columns of the frame.

23. The container of claim 22, wherein a downwardly
extending lower portion of the side film panel is arranged to
lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower portion of the upright
columns of the frame to trap the upwardly extending outer
end of the bottom film panel therebetween so as to overlap
with the upwardly extending outer end of the bottom film
panel.

24. The container of claim 23, wherein an upper end of the
side film panel is flared outwardly so that an outer surface of
that upper end faces downwardly to mate with the brim of
the container and an inner surface of the upper end faces
upwardly away from the brim.

25. The container of claim 24, wherein an upwardly
extending outer end of the bottom film panel is mated with
a lower portion of the upright columns of the frame and a
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downwardly extending lower portion of the side film panel
is arranged to lie in spaced-apart relation to the lower portion
of the upright columns of the frame to trap the upwardly
extending outer end of the bottom film panel therebetween
s0 as to overlap with the upwardly extending outer end of the
bottom film panel.

26. The container of claim 20, wherein frangible connec-
tors break in response to application of a lifting force to an
underside of the closure support to cause a portion of the
closure support to separate from a portion of the brim.

27. The package of claim 17, wherein the frangible
connectors are coupled to an outer edge of the brim.
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