
US 2008.0099290A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2008/0099290 A1 

Stern (43) Pub. Date: May 1, 2008 

(54) EMERGENCY CASE Related U.S. Application Data 
60) Provisional lication No. 60/863.375 filed on Oct. (76) Inventor: Mark D. Stern, Del Mar, CA (US) (60) g: ge applicauon No 3 fo, Illed on Uc 

Correspondence Address: Publication Classification 
DONNK. HARMS (51) Int. Cl. 
PATENT & TRADEMARK LAW CENTER A45C 5/00 (2006.01) 
SUITE 100,12702 VIA CORTINA (52) U.S. Cl. ........................................................ 190/109 
DEL MAR, CA 92014 

(57) ABSTRACT 

(21) Appl. No.: 11/627,367 An emergency case is described that includes compartments 
for documents and photo albums, as well as closeable com 

(22) Filed: Jan. 25, 2007 partments for retaining a variety of Small, personal objects. 

  



Patent Application Publication May 1, 2008 Sheet 1 of 2 US 2008/0099290 A1 

wry 
  



Patent Application Publication May 1, 2008 Sheet 2 of 2 US 2008/0099290 A1 

ER: FF 

1OO 2O 

FIC 4 

22 

10 

  



US 2008/009929.0 A1 

EMERGENCY CASE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims the benefit of Stern, U.S. 
Provisional Appl. 60/863.375, filed Oct. 29, 2006, entitled 
Emergency Case, which is incorporated herein by reference 
in its entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates to cases adapted for 
containing important personal items and documents for emer 
gency transport. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003. The following discussion is provided solely to assist 
the understanding of the reader, and does not constitute an 
admission that any of the information discussed or references 
cited constitute prior art to the present invention. 
0004 Disaster response agencies generally recommend 
that individuals prepare in advance for rapid evacuation from 
their homes or offices, or even from the entire area where their 
home or office is located. When such rapid evacuation is 
needed, it is often difficult for the person to have the time or 
attention to adequately select and take particular desirable 
items, e.g., items needed for re-establishing normal activities 
following a disaster or for survival in the immediate aftermath 
of a disaster, or items having great personal, often emotional, 
value to the individual, such as family pictures, jewelry, small 
heirlooms, and the like. 
0005. Even though disaster response agencies recommend 
personal preparedness and recommend that individuals take 
personal documents and desirable personal items, kits recom 
mended by Such agencies tend to focus on basic Supplies Such 
as food, water, shelter, and the like. 
0006. Many different cases and portfolios for carrying and 
protecting documents have been provided, including many 
different briefcase designs. In most cases, such cases include 
an essentially rigid shell having mating upper and lower case 
portions. Those portions are hinged, such that rotating one of 
the case portions opens or closes the case. In essentially all 
instances, such cases include one or more latches, and in some 
instances, the cases are designed to be waterproof or at least 
water resistant. 
0007. A particular example of a waterproof, portable stor 
age container for documents and computer readable media is 
described in Orman, U.S. Pat. No. 7,102,516. “The container 
is designed to be liquid and airtight Such that it will not allow 
liquid or air into the case once it is closed.” The waterproof 
container includes an accordion-like document retention 
device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. The present invention provides cases that are par 
ticular adapted for use in a disaster or other emergency to 
allow a person to quickly take along items that will be impor 
tant following Such an event, including items of personal 
value. Such as photographs and personal mementos. The case 
is configured to allow a person to place desired objects in the 
case in preparation for an emergency event. 
0009. Thus, in a first aspect, the invention concerns a por 
table case for storing documents and personal objects, that 
includes a first case body portion having a top wall and four 
sidewalls defining a first case cavity and a first rim; a second 
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case body portion having a bottom wall and four sidewalls 
defining a second case cavity and a second rim, wherein the 
first and second case body portions are hingedly attached 
Such that pivoting the first and second case body portions 
about the hinge attachment and toward each other closes the 
case with first and second rims adjacent one another, a gen 
erally rectangular document retention device, secured on one 
edge to the interior of the first case body portion or second 
case body portion; a folder holder dimensioned to enclose at 
least one folder or book mounted in the other of the first case 
body portion or the second body portion; and a plurality of 
closable compartments in the first case cavity or second case 
cavity or both. 
0010. In particular embodiments, the first and second case 
body portions are principally formed of plastic (e.g., polyeth 
ylene, polypropylene, polycarbonate, or ABS), metal (e.g., 
steel or aluminum); or of composite materials (e.g., impreg 
nated fiber composite or sandwich composite (e.g., metal/ 
resin layered composite). 
0011. In certain embodiments, the case is water-resistant, 
waterproof, and/or air tight; the first rim and the second rim 
are sealingly abutted when the case is closed; the first rim or 
the second rim has a U-shaped channel at the rim of the 
sidewalls having fitted therein an elastomeric gasket. 
0012 For certain embodiments, the case includes a plu 
rality of closeable compartments in one or both of the case 
body portions; the plurality of closeable compartments have 
fully removable lids or covers; the plurality of closeable com 
partments includes hinged closures, e.g., hinged with flexible 
strap hinges; the hinged closures includes labels providing 
identification for intended contents; the labels include iden 
tification of intended contents including at least two items 
selected from the group consisting of jewelry, keys, money, 
medicines, licenses, passports, flashlight, flashdrives, and 
miscellaneous. 

0013. In particular embodiments, the first cavity contains 
the generally rectangular document retention device and a 
plurality of closeable compartments, where the closeable 
compartments are located along a least one of the sidewalls 
and an edge of the document retention device is located 
proximal to another of the sidewalls. 
0014. In some cases, the document retention device 
includes a plurality of sleeves (e.g., transparent plastic 
sleeves); the sleeves are fastened at one edge within the case; 
the sleeve fastening is accomplished with fixed rivets, with 
screws, with posts, or with binder rings; the sleeves are 
replaceable; the document retention device includes sleeves 
sized and shaped for holding compact discs (CDs) or DVDs 
or the like. 

0015. In certain embodiments, the case is fire resistant; the 
fire resistance is provided at least in part by a phase change 
material; the phase change material has a melting temperature 
below the temperature at which damage to expected contents 
will occur. 

0016. Also in particular embodiments, the case includes 
an electronic visual detection device, where the electronic 
visual detection device is visible from outside the case. Such 
a device may include one or more light emitting diodes 
(LEDs), which may be steadily illuminated or may blink or 
flash; the flash rate or illumination intensity may reduce at 
low battery charge condition; an audible warning device may 
be included to warn of low battery condition; the audible 
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warning may be intermittent; the intermittent audible warn 
ing may reduce in frequency or occurrence an/or intensity as 
battery charge decreases. 
0017. In further embodiments, the case contains emer 
gency Supplies; the emergency Supplies comprise at least one 
of first aid Supplies, water purification Supplies, fire starter, 
Solar generator, emergency tools, and emergency radio. 
0018. A related aspect concerns a method for promoting a 
business by distributing a plurality of cases as specified in the 
preceding aspector otherwise described herein free of charge 
to customers or potential customers of the business, where the 
case is labeled with at least one identifier for the business. 

0019. Additional embodiments will be apparent from the 
Detailed Description and from the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0020 FIG. 1 shows a plan view of an exemplary opened 
CaSC. 

0021 FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of an exemplary 
opened case. 
0022 FIG.3 shows a perspective view of the bottom case 
portion illustrating closeable compartments in open configu 
ration. 

0023 
FIG 1. 

FIG. 4 shows a vertical cross-section of the case of 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0024. The present invention provides cases which are 
adapted to conveniently contain important personal docu 
ments and objects for rapid access in the event of a disaster or 
other emergency. Examples of such emergencies include, for 
example, fire, flood, tornado, hurricane, earthquake, and the 
like. Disaster response agencies consistently recommend that 
people prepare for emergency evacuation, including prepar 
ing important personal items for rapid removal. Such agen 
cies further commonly recommend that people prepare disas 
ter kits, e.g., containing emergency Supplies Such as tools, 
water purification Supplies, tarps, flashlights, radios, first aid 
Supplies, and the like. 
0025 Despite such recommendations from disaster 
response agencies, only a small fraction of individuals actu 
ally prepare in any Substantial manner. In some cases, indi 
viduals will have at least some type of first aid supplies, but 
only rarely will they have prepared personal items for emer 
gency evacuation. The present invention addresses the lack of 
preparedness by providing a convenient, easily transportable 
case which is designed to contain a number of different per 
Sonal items which are usually important to individuals. Typi 
cally, the present cases are relatively inexpensive, such that 
they can be widely distributed and/or readily purchased by a 
large fraction of the population. 
0026 Commonly, the present cases are constructed in a 
form similar to a large briefcase, with both portions of the 
case having cavities which are sized and shaped to accept 
documents and/or photograph albums, along with separate, 
closeable compartments. Such separate closeable compart 
ments are generally designed for, and in some cases labeled 
for, particular types of other important personal items. 
Examples include jewelry, keys, money, licenses (e.g., driv 
er's licenses), flashlight, medications, and the like. 
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0027 Case Shell Construction 
0028. The exterior shell for the present cases can be con 
structed in many different ways, and using any of a variety of 
different materials. In general, the primary material forming 
the shell for the case should be a relatively durable material, 
Such that minor impacts will not damage the integrity of the 
case. The shell material will also preferably resist exposure to 
at least moderate heat, e.g., at least 65,70, 75, 80, 85,90, 95, 
or 100 degrees C., or even higher. Examples of suitable mate 
rials include plastics, metals, and composites. Such plastics 
can include, for example, polyethylene (e.g., high density 
polyethylene), polypropylene (e.g., high density polypropy 
lene), Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene (ABS), polycarbonate, 
and the like. A large variety of different moldable and other 
wise formable plastics are widely known and available. Plas 
tics with Suitable physical and forming characteristics can be 
easily selected and used. Useful metals include, for example, 
steel, aluminum, and various related alloys, generally in sheet 
form. A large variety of different composites can be used, e.g., 
composites using a plastic binder with one or more fibrous 
materials such as glass, carbon, metal, and the like. Certain 
composites include heterogeneous layers, e.g., a sandwich 
construction, with the layers selected to provide desirable 
properties, e.g., impact resistance, chemical resistance, heat 
resistance, and the like. 
0029 Depending on the material(s) selected, the case can 
be formed using conventional techniques, e.g., molding Such 
as injection molding or blow molding, heated drape forming, 
stamping, pressure laminating, and the like. Persons skilled in 
forming materials can readily select an appropriate forming 
method for particular materials. 
0030. In many instances, the case will be shaped with two 
case sections which are connected together with a hinge(s) in 
a conventional manner. At the side opposite the hinges there 
will typically be one or more closures, e.g., clamp-type clo 
Sures that compress the case sections together. 
0031 Certain advantageous embodiments will be con 
structed such that the case is essentially waterproofand/or fire 
resistant. For waterproof cases, typically the mating points 
between the case portions will include an elastomeric Seal, 
e.g., a gasket. Usually, the case will be closed, and a com 
pression latch mechanism will exert pressure on the seal So 
that an effective watertight seal is formed. Often, watertight 
case will also be essentially airtight. During use of such cases, 
situations may occur in which the air pressure outside the case 
is greater than the air pressure inside the case (e.g., when the 
case closed at high altitude and/or high temperature and then 
is to be opened at low altitude and/or low temperature. For 
Such designs and in Such conditions, it is advantageous to 
include a pressure equalization mechanism. Such pressure 
equalization mechanisms can be of various types and may be 
incorporated as part of the latch mechanism or separately. An 
example of a pressure equalization mechanism incorporated 
with a latch mechanism is described in Uke, U.S. Patent Appl. 
Publ. 20020043534, which is incorporated herein by refer 
ence in its entirety. 
0032 Fire resistance can be provided using conventional 
methods. For fire resistance, it is desirable that protection also 
be provided to the contents of the case. Thus, it is desirable to 
reduce the rate at which the contents of the case heat to a level 
that would destroy the contents. In the simplest construction, 
an emergency case can be constructed of a plastic resin that 
has acceptable strength and formability characteristics, while 
also having relatively low thermal conductivity and relatively 
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high melting temperature and ignition temperature. This 
design can be modified to provide a two or three layer case 
which includes an insulative layer, e.g., a fire-resistant foam 
layer, thereby reducing heat flow to the case interior. The 
foam can form the interior of the case or can have an interior 
finish layer. As another advantageous alternative, the interior 
layer or layers can include a heat absorptive material. Such as 
a phase change material, which, if desired, can be used in 
combination with one or more insulative layers. Such phase 
change materials are commonly used to assist in imparting 
fire resistance to enclosures. In addition, heat or fire resistant 
gaskets can be used. Such as metal-graphite filled elastomeric 
gaskets (e.g., CHO-SEAL 6371 material is a nickel-graphite 
filled silicone elastomer). In constructing fire resistant cases, 
the outer shell or covering can be made to be sacrificial, e.g., 
the case will melt or even burn, leaving more heat resistant 
internal materials. 
0033. The case can also be labeled, e.g., on an exterior side 
of the case. Such labeling may be of various types, e.g., a 
name, trademark, and/or logo identifying the manufacturer, 
distributor, seller, or donor of the case of the case. Alterna 
tively, or in addition, the case may be labeled with a generic 
identifying term identifying the case as a disaster or emer 
gency case, e.g., Emergency Document Case”, “Emergency 
Personal Case' and the like. 
0034. Flexible Case 
0035. As an alternative to the relatively rigid shell dis 
cussed above, emergency cases can be constructed using flex 
ible cases, such as leather and/or fabric cases. In these 
embodiments, the case is comparatively flexible, and the inte 
rior components as discussed herein are fitted and retained in 
the interior of the case. Such retention can, for example, 
involved mating hook and loop fasteners (e.g., VELCROR) 
fasteners). The interior components can be constructed and 
installed such that they provide a substantially rigid frame 
work for the flexible case, or can floatin sections. In the latter 
case, typically a plurality of internal components will be used 
that each attaches to the case and are either not attached to 
each other or are flexibly attached to each other. 
0036 Such flexible cases can be labeled with a logo in 
ways conventional for flexible cases. Examples include heat 
transfers, Stitching, sewn-on logo plates, and the like. 
0037 Case Interior Construction 
0038. Document Holder Compartment: The interiors of 
the present cases are configured to provide at least a minimal 
set of features that adapt the case to hold certain types of 
important personal items. In general, the case will include 
space for flat documents, a space or holder for a photo album 
or similar object, and a number of closeable compartments. 
0039. The document holder or holders a designed to retain 
documents flat within the case. This can be accomplished in 
various ways, such as by using a pocket, a retainer flap, and/or 
document sleeves. Preferably the components for retaining 
the documents are fastened to the interior of the case. 
0040 Though not preferred, a case may include a space 
dimensioned to hold documents flat, e.g., letter, A4, or letter 
sized documents. 
0041. In this context, a pocket may, for example, be a 
rectangular pocket dimensioned to hold a plurality of letter, 
A4 or legal sized documents flat. For example, such a pocket 
may have a capacity of at least 10, 20, 30, 50, or 100 paper 
sheets. The pocket can be fastened by affixing one wall of the 
pocket to the case, or by fastening one edge of the pocket to 
the case. In embodiments where one edge of the pocket is 
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fastened to the case, the opposite edge of the pocket may be 
lifted to assist in inserting or removing documents from the 
pocket. In some embodiments, the pocket will include a clo 
Sure to prevent documents from falling out of the pocket 
and/or to retain the pocket in position within the case. Such a 
closure may, for example, include a strap and/or a flap. A case 
may include a plurality of Such pockets. 
0042 Photograph Album Holder: In addition to the docu 
ment holder compartment, the case includes a compartment 
for retaining a photo album or similar object. Usually the 
compartment for retain a photo album or similar object will be 
located in the opposition portion of the case from the docu 
ment holder compartment. The photo album compartment 
may be a cavity sized and shaped to accept typical photo 
albums, but preferably the compartment includes an album 
retention device. Such device may, for example, include a 
retainer strap (e.g., elastic and/or hook-and-loop), a retainer 
flap (e.g., similar to those used in Suitcases, or a pocket (e.g., 
an expandable pocket). When retainer straps are included, 
advantageously the Strap is configured to allow the strap to be 
fitted to provide a tensioned retention of the photo album or 
similar object. As indicated, the photo album retention device 
may include a pocket (e.g., an expandable pocket Such as an 
accordion-style pocket), which may fastened along its back to 
the case, or by one edge Such that the pocket may be flipped 
or lifted to facilitated insertion or removal of the photo album. 
When the pocket is fastened at one edge, the fastening can be 
located such that an additional volume is present behind the 
pocket (i.e., between the pocket and the body of the case). The 
space can be used to accommodate expansion on insertion of 
a photo album (e.g., a particularly thick album) and/or to 
accept other objects (e.g., an additional album(s) and/or 
books as well as other items). 
0043. In embodiments in which a pocket or flap is used to 
retain the photo album or similar object, the exposed side of 
the pocket or flap may bear one or more additional Smaller 
pockets, e.g., sized to hold booklets such as passports and/or 
immunization records and/or bank books. 
0044) Closeable Compartments: Advantageously, the case 
can also include closeable compartments configured to hold 
items that individuals will commonly wish to save. Such 
objects can include, for example, keys, jewelry, medicines, 
batteries, flashlight, identification cards, bank cards, money, 
and the like. As indicated. Such compartments can closed with 
a lid or cover, usually with a hinged lid though fully remov 
able covers or lids may be used. Such covers or lids may close 
single compartments or a cover may close multiple compart 
ments. The hinges will usually be flexible plastic straphinges, 
though other types may also be used. Advantageously, lids 
can be labeled for expected contents; one or more compart 
ments may be labeled for miscellaneous (e.g., Misc.). 
0045. In most cases, but not necessarily, the walls and/or 
covers for the compartments will be formed of a plastic, 
typically a moldable plastic. In order to avoid cracking, pref 
erably the plastic is not brittle. 
0046 Advantageously, the compartments can be located 
in one or both case portions. For example, the document 
compartment can be a rectangular compartment incorporat 
ing two of the case sidewalls. Depending on the relative sizes 
of the case and of document compartment, the closeable 
compartments can be distributed along one or both of the 
other sidewalls of the case. Thus, if the closeable compart 
ments are distributed along two sidewalls, the interior walls of 
the closeable compartments will form the additional two 
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boundary walls for the document compartment. Closeable 
compartments can be similarly distributed in the case portion 
in which the photo album compartment is located. 
0047. The closeable compartments can be formed in a 
unitary construction with the case body, or alternatively may 
be formed separately and installed in the case, e.g., using 
thermal or solvent welding, screws, clips, and/or rivets. 
0048 Visual Detection Device 
0049 Recognizing that the present case will commonly be 
used in emergency situations during which lighting may not 
be adequate or is essentially absent, a detection device can 
advantageously be included to assist a person to locate the 
case. In many instances, such a device will be an electronic 
visual detection device. For example, the detection device 
may be a light such as one or more light emitting diodes 
(LEDs). Usually, the device will include a power source and 
associated circuitry located inside the case (e.g., in a separate 
housing mounting inside the case). One or more LEDs, which 
may be flashing) are mounted such that they are visible from 
the exterior of the case, e.g., mounted in a cavity formed in the 
exterior Surface, in a penetration through the case, or behind 
a transparent portion of the case. The detection device may be 
manually Switched (from inside or outside the case), or may 
use a photodetection circuit such that the detection device is 
turned on in low light and turned off at higher illumination 
levels. 
0050. The device may also be fitted with an audible warn 
ing indicative of a low battery condition. Thus, for example, 
when the battery charge level becomes less than a predeter 
mined level, the device will triggeran audible signal. In order 
to preserve the remaining battery charge, the audible signal 
may be intermittent and/or the light may be turned off. In 
certain embodiments, the periods between the intermittent 
audible signal triggering may become longer as the change in 
the battery is progressively reduced. 
0051 Optional Emergency Features and Supplies 
0.052. In addition to the basic case, cases with additional 
advantageous features can be provided. Such enhancements 
can, for example, be principally directed to enhancing the 
resistant of the case to better protect the contents, first aid, 
and/or emergency Supplies and equipment. In some 
instances, addition of Such enhancements will include 
enlargement of the case. 
0053. One desirable enhancement is to construct the case 
in a manner and with materials such that the fire resistance is 
increased. Techniques for accomplishing this are well known, 
typically involving using fire resistant materials (e.g., metals, 
and commonly steel) and/or reducing the thermal conduc 
tance across the case shell. Such techniques can be applied to 
the present cases. 
0054 Also advantageously, the cases can be made water 
proof or at least water resistant. Conventional techniques for 
constructing water-proof or water-resistant cases can be 
applied to the present cases. Such techniques can include, for 
example, the use of gasketedjoints between case sections. In 
Some instances it may also be desirable to construct cases that 
are air tight. In Such instances, beneficially the case includes 
a pressure equalization valve. Such pressure equalization 
valves can facilitate opening when the air pressure outside the 
case is greater than the air pressure inside the case. 
0055. In addition to being adapted for containing personal 
Supplies, the present cases can also be configured with certain 
disaster or emergency Supplies. Examples of Such Supplies 
include first aid Supplies or a first aid kit, and/or water puri 
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fication Supplies or equipment (e.g., iodine pills and/or a 
water filter capable of removing at least bacteria from the 
water and preferably capable of removing viruses). 
0056. In addition (or as alternatives), the case can contain 
useful emergency equipment. Such emergency equipment 
can include, for example, one or more of a solar electrical 
charger (e.g., for batteries, radios, flashlights, etc.), emer 
gency radio, emergency beacon, lights, and the like. 
0057 For cases where disaster or other emergency Sup 
plies are included, it may be desirable to utilize a larger case 
in order to accommodate the additional items. 
0058 Exemplary Design 
0059 An exemplary design for a present case is shown in 
FIGS. 1-4. The exemplary design illustrates features that are 
commonly included in the present cases, but should not be 
regarded as limiting the present invention. As shown in the 
FIG. 1, a case commonly is constructed with two shell por 
tions connected with hinges along adjacent sides. The body of 
the case includes a first case body portion 10 and second case 
body portion 12, connected with hinges 14 and 16 (see, FIG. 
2). The number and type of hinges may be varied, e.g., a full 
length hinge may be used. As shown in plan view the case 
body portions mate along the perimeters in conventional fash 
ion. As illustrated, the first case body portion is the case 
bottom and the second case body portion is the case top. 
Normally, such a case will include a handle and a latch or 
latches 2 on the side opposite the hinges. 
0060. As shown in open plan view in FIG. 2, in the interior 
cavity of the first case body portion is document retention 
compartment 20. Such document compartment is usually 
sized to accommodate conventional sized documents, usually 
letter size (8/2 by 11 inch), although other sizes such as A4 
and legal (8/2 by 14 inch) may be used instead. The document 
compartment will generally be sized to accommodate the 
intended document size flat, with a small amount of addi 
tional clearance around the perimeter, e.g., to allow for docu 
ment sleeves and/or facilitate access to documents. In most 
case, the document compartment will include multiple docu 
ments sleeves 100 (e.g., transparent plastic sleeves into which 
documents may be placed) (see, FIG. 4). The sleeves can 
advantageously be fastened at one edge within the document 
compartment. Such fastening can be accomplished in a vari 
ety of ways, e.g., using fixed posts or rivets or openable rings 
(e.g., 3-ring system) attached to the case. In addition to the 
document sleeves, sleeves 46 for holding computer data Stor 
age media (e.g., CDs or DVDs) can be included and retained 
in similar manner. 
0061 Also within the lower case body portion are addi 
tional compartments 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, and 32 adapted for 
holding Smaller personal items. In the design shown, these 
additional compartments are distributed along two of the 
perimeter walls of the lower case body. These compartments 
are labeled to identify intended contents with labels 23, 25. 
27, 29, 31, and 33. The labels are usually applied to and/or 
molded into closures for the compartments. Such closures 
will most often be individual closures for each compartment, 
but may also be configured Such that a single closure covers 
two or even more compartments. 
0062. The second case body portion similarly includes a 
large compartment 40, in this case intended for containing a 
photograph album or similar object. In most instances, the 
photo album compartment will include a holder 42, e.g., a 
pocket, to contain the photo album or a flap to cover and 
define a space for retaining a photo album (not distinguish 
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able in this view). As shown the photo album holder is labeled 
on the exposed face with the label, Photos 43. The exposed 
face of the photo album holder can include one or more 
optional additional pockets or sleeves. The photo album 
holder can be held closed using hook and loop fasteners 60. 
Similar to the first case body portion, the upper case body 
portion includes additional compartments 52, 54, 56, and 58 
(shown with Misc. labels 53, 55, 57, and 59). Advanta 
geously, the case can be Supplied with a flashlight, e.g., in a 
labeled compartment 30. Desirably, such flashlight is a self 
charging flashlight and/or an efficient flashlight (e.g., LED 
flashlight, preferably with long storage life batteries) or is 
Supplied with rechargeable batteries and a Solar or mechani 
cally powered battery charger. 
0063. In this exemplary case, the handle is provided by 
matching hand openings 4 and 5. Of course, other types of 
handles can be used. The case can be locked using a padlock 
or the like latched through lock holes 6 and 7. 
0064 FIG. 3 shows the case of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, but in 
perspective view with the case partially opened. This view 
illustrates the depth of the first and second case body portions 
created by the perimeter sidewalls. In this view, for the first 
case body portion, front side wall 64 and the two lateral 
sidewalls 62 and 66 are visible, while for the second case 
body portion, the front sidewall 70 and lateral side walls 68 
and 70 are visible. In this embodiment, the photo album 
holder 42 is a pocket into which a photo album can be 
inserted. While the compartment closures can be held closed 
in various ways, in this exemplary embodiment, latches 74 are 
used. 

0065 FIG. 4 shows the case of FIG. 1 in cross-section, 
with the section being a vertical section from front to back. As 
illustrated, document sleeves 100 are mounted in the first case 
body portion 10 within the document compartment 20. 
Within the second case body portion 12 is photo album Vol 
ume 40 with photo album holder pocket 42. 
0066 Methods for Using the Emergency Cases 
0067. A basic use of the present case is for disaster or 
emergency preparedness and/or response. In association with 
this, the present cases are well-adapted for use in promotional 
methods. 

0068. In these methods, the case is used as a promotional 
item, usually as a branded item. For Such branding, the case 
can be labeled with the name and/or logo and/or trademark 
corresponding to a company and/or product to be promoted. 
The labeling can, for example, be in the form of one or more 
adhesive labels attached to an outside surface of the case 
body, one or more visibly pigmented areas on the Surface of 
the case body, and/or one or more formed areas on the Surface 
of the case body. Additional branding (e.g., or the indicated 
types) may be located in the interior of the case, e.g., on the 
exposed face of a photo album holder. 
0069. Such branded cases can then be distributed as free or 
Subsidized items by an entity corresponding to the labeling. 
Non-limiting examples of such entities can include real estate 
brokers or dealers (e.g., a gift for new home or other building 
purchasers), mortgage brokers or lenders for new clients, and 
employers for distribution to employees. 
0070 Similarly, the cases can be distributed by disaster 
response agencies or companies. The cases can be labeled 
with the name, abbreviation, or other indicator of the agency 
or company. 

0071. Many other such uses will also be apparent. 
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0072 All patents and other references cited in the speci 
fication are indicative of the level of skill of those skilled in 
the art to which the invention pertains, and are incorporated 
by reference in their entireties, including any tables and fig 
ures, to the same extent as if each reference had been incor 
porated by reference in its entirety individually. 
0073. One skilled in the art would readily appreciate that 
the present invention is well adapted to obtain the ends and 
advantages mentioned, as well as those inherent therein. The 
methods, variances, and compositions described herein as 
presently representative of preferred embodiments are exem 
plary and are not intended as limitations on the scope of the 
invention. Changes therein and other uses will occur to those 
skilled in the art, which are encompassed within the spirit of 
the invention, are defined by the scope of the claims. 
0074. It will be readily apparent to one skilled in the art 
that varying Substitutions and modifications may be made to 
the invention disclosed herein without departing from the 
Scope and spirit of the invention. For example, variations can 
be made to the relative and absolute dimensions of the case 
and portions thereof, to the materials from which the case is 
constructed, and to the selection of emergency items included 
in the case. Thus, such additional embodiments are within the 
Scope of the present invention and the following claims. 
(0075. The invention illustratively described herein suit 
ably may be practiced in the absence of any element or ele 
ments, limitation or limitations which is not specifically dis 
closed herein. Thus, for example, in each instance herein any 
of the terms "comprising”, “consisting essentially of and 
“consisting of may be replaced with either of the other two 
terms. The terms and expressions which have been employed 
are used as terms of description and not of limitation, and 
there is no intention that in the use of Such terms and expres 
sions of excluding any equivalents of the features shown and 
described orportions thereof, but it is recognized that various 
modifications are possible within the scope of the invention 
claimed. Thus, it should be understood that although the 
present invention has been specifically disclosed by preferred 
embodiments and optional features, modification and varia 
tion of the concepts herein disclosed may be resorted to by 
those skilled in the art, and that Such modifications and varia 
tions are considered to be within the scope of this invention as 
defined by the appended claims. 
0076. In addition, where features or aspects of the inven 
tion are described in terms of Markush groups or other group 
ing of alternatives, those skilled in the art will recognize that 
the invention is also thereby described in terms of any indi 
vidual member or subgroup of members of the Markush 
group or other group. 
0077 Also, unless indicated to the contrary, where various 
numerical values or value range endpoints are provided for 
embodiments, additional embodiments are described by tak 
ing any 2 different values as the endpoints of a range or by 
taking two different range endpoints from specified ranges as 
the endpoints of an additional range. Such ranges are also 
within the scope of the described invention. Further, specifi 
cation of a numerical range including values greater than one 
includes specific description of each integer value within that 
range. 
0078 Thus, additional embodiments are within the scope 
of the invention and within the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable case for storing documents and personal 

objects, comprising 
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a first case body portion having a top wall and four side 
walls defining a first case cavity and a first rim; 

a second case body portion having a bottom wall and four 
sidewalls defining a second case cavity and a second rim, 
wherein said first and second case body portions are 
hingedly attached such that pivoting said first and sec 
ond case body portions about the hinge attachment and 
toward each other closes said case with first and second 
rims adjacent one another; 

a generally rectangular document retention device, secured 
on one edge to the interior of the first case body portion 
or second case body portion; 

a folderholder dimensioned to enclose at least one folder or 
book mounted in the other of said first case body portion 
or said second body portion; 

a plurality of closable compartments in said first case cav 
ity or second case cavity or both. 

2. The case of claim 1, wherein said first and second case 
body portions are principally formed of plastic. 

3. The case of claim 1, wherein said first and second body 
portions are principally formed of metal. 

4. The case of claim 1, wherein said case is waterproof. 
5. The case of claim 4, wherein said first rim and said 

Second rim are sealingly abutted when said case is closed. 
6. The case of claim 5, wherein one of said first rim and said 

Second rim comprise a U-shaped channel having fitted therein 
an elastomeric gasket. 

7. The case of claim 1, wherein said plurality of closable 
compartments comprises hinged closures. 

8. The case of claim 7, wherein said hinged closures com 
prise labels providing identification for intended contents. 
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9. The case of claim 8, wherein said labels comprise iden 
tification of intended contents comprising at least two items 
Selected from the group consisting of jewelry, keys, money, 
medicines, licenses, passports, flashlight, flashdrives, and 
miscellaneous. 

10. The case of claim 1, wherein said first cavity contains 
said generally rectangular document retention device and 
said plurality of closeable compartments, wherein said clo 
Seable compartments are located along a least one of said 
sidewalls and an edge of said document retention device is 
located proximal to another of said sidewalls. 

11. The case of claim 1, wherein said document retention 
device comprises a plurality of sleeves. 

12. The case of claim 1, wherein said case is fire resistant. 
13. The case of claim 1, further comprising an electronic 

visual detection device, wherein the electronic visual detec 
tion device is visible from outside the case. 

14. The case of claim 13, wherein said electronic visual 
detection device comprises a light emitting diode. 

15. The case of claim 1, wherein said case contains emer 
gency supplies. 

16. The case of claim 15, wherein said emergency supplies 
comprise at least one of: first aid supplies, water purification 
Supplies, fire starter, solar generator, emergency tools, and 
emergency radio. 

17. A method for promoting a business, comprising 
distributing a plurality of cases of claim 1 free of charge to 

customers or potential customers of said business, 
wherein said case is labeled with at least one identifier 
for said business. 
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