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3,151,771
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This invention relates to dispensers for sheet material
or leaves and, more particularly, to such for feeding con-
venient sections of such material as from a stack thereof,
an illustrative example being cleansing leaves, one at a
time through a slot under an out-turned lip on the front
wall of an enclosing housing or case.

With the development of soap and other cleansing sub-
stances in the form of sheet material, an example being
loose leaves or sheets to take the place of cakes or liquid,
the problem arises as to how to dispense such leaves one
at a time to users, in a convenient manner and without
wastage. If the leaves are merely stacked, a prospective
user with wet hands, even if he tried to take only one
leaf from the top of such a stack, would inevitably waste
or upset the stack while not accomplishing any more from
the standpoint of cleansing effect. The present invention
avoids such wastage by providing for the feeding one at a
time of such cleansing leaves, as an example of sheet ma-
terial in general, which may be held in my dispenser.

An object of the present invention is the provisicn of a
dispenser for sheet material comprising a housing formed
by a front wall and side walls, for holding therein a stack
of leaves of said material, shelf portions projecting from
the side walls of said housing for the support of such a
stack, parts of said shelf portions having inner edges spaced
from one another near the front wall to allow a fingsr or

fingers to engage the lower surface of the lowermost leaf ©

in a stack thereon in said housing for withdrawing it, the
front wall of said housing having its lower portion cylin-
drically curved downward and outward about a relative-
ly large radius and through a substantial angle to form a
lip on which a thumb may rest and under which a finger
or fingers may pull said lowermost leaf from the housing.

Another object of my invention is to provide a dispenser,
as described in the foregoing paragraph, wherein the leaves
are held in a refill carton and means are provided pre-
venting upward movement of the stack in said carton upon
engagement of and upward pressure on the lower leaf
thereof by a finger or fingers.

A further object of my invention is to provide a dis-
penser as above described wherein the means preventing
upward movement of the stack upon pushing upward on
the lower leaf comprises a weight on the top of the stack,
which weight consists of two parts articulated with re-
spect to one another adiacent a cenfer line, and with outer
sharp edges remote from said line, and a member dis-
posed between said weight and the top leaf of said stack,
said member having upturned edges which prevent the
parts from being coplanar by being overlain but not nor-
mally contacted by the outer edge portions of the re-
spective weight sections, so that said sharp edge portions
bitingly engage the adjacent walls of the holding device
to prevent upward movement thereof, but release and slide
down with the stack of leaves as the latter are withdrawn
from said dispenser.

A still further object of my invention is to provide a
novel form of enclosing carton for such leaves comprising
a lower wall portion formed as a panel, connected to the
lower edge of the rear wall, formed as two sections hinged
upon themselves, and a metal plate with a sharp prong
struck therefrom, portions of said plate bent at right
angles, passed through corresponding slots in the outer
section of said panel and bent thereover to hold said plate
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thereto, with the prong outstanding therefrom, said outer
section being folded over the other section of said panel,
holding the bent-over metal plate end portions therebe-
tween, the folded sections turned to underlie the rear por-
tion of said carton with the prong then upstanding and
on which the rear portions of leaves in said carton are
impaled, said folded-over sections being held beneath said
leaves by tabs depending from the side walls of the carton
and sandwiched therebstween when the leaves are sup-
ported thereon, the side walls and the front wall of said
carton being relieved forwardly of said tabs to facilitate
the removal of leaves.

These and other objects and advantages will become
apparent from the following detailed description when
taken with the accompanying drawings. It will be under-
stood that the drawings are for purposes of illustration
and do not define the scope or limits of the invention,
reference being had for the latter purpose to the appended
claims. )

In the drawings, wherein like reference characters de-
note like parts in the several views:

FIGURE 1 is a transverse sectional view of a leaf or
sheet material dispenser embodying my invention and
supported on a wall or other vertical surface, the view
being on the line I—I of FIGURE 2, in the direction of
the arrows, a portion of a hand being represented in the
act of removing a leaf.

FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view of the dispenser
of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a bottem plan of the supported dispenser
iltustrated in FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 4 is a horizontal sectional view on the line
IV—IV of FIGURE 1, in the direction of the arrows.

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the back or mount-
ing bracket for the dispenser.

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the resilient lock-
ing member normally secured to said bracket but here
shown before attachment thereto.

FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of the
bottom portion of a leaf-holding carton, with the bottom
wall members shown in open position and the pronged
plate separated therefrom, with an indication of how it
is to be connected.

FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary sectional view, to a larger
scale, on the line VIII—VIII of FIGURE 7, but showing
the bottom wall member in closed position.

FIGURE 9 is a transverse sectional view on the line
IX—IX of FIGURE 8, in the direction of the arrows.

FIGURE 10 is a view showing an alternative construc-
tion of the driving weight illustrated in FIGURE 1, on the
line X—X of that figure.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, there is shown
in FIGURES 1 to 4, inclusive, a leaf dispenser generally
designated 11. This dispenser is illustrated as using a re-
fill carton 12 holding a stack of sheets or leaves 22. Such
a stack could conceivably be employed with the enclos-
ing case or housing 13 of the dispenser without a refill
carton, although it would not be as convenient. The hous-
ing 13 of the dispenser 11 is desirably integrally formed
of plastic material and comprises a front wall 14, side
walls 15, 16, and bottom wall portions 17. The latter are
formed as shelves and only partially close the bottom of
the housing. There is also a sloping top wall 18 which
merges into the top of the front wall at a cylindrically
curved portion 19 of relatively large radius.

The outer surface of the bottom portion of the front
wall 14, which wall desirably slopes somewhat inwardly
as it extends downwardly, is desirably a concavely curved
cylindrical portion 21 formed about a relatively large ra-
dius as an outward projection. This curved shelf or lip
portion 21 serves as a thumb rest during the action of
withdrawing a leaf or sheet 22 of material from the dis-
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penser.. Such leaves or sheets are shown stacked and
enclosed in the carton 12. The illustrated embodiment
is well adapted for feeding leaves of material entitled
“Detergent Film Composition,” described and claimed
in the Robert J. Andersen application, Ser. No. 762,938,
filed September 24, 1958, now abandoned.

The projecting shelf 21 also serves as a mechanical sep-
arator and, if the housing is formed of plastic or similar
material, has a low coefficient of friction with respect to
the leaves, which permits an extended withdrawal thereof
before contact is made with the thumb. The inside sur-
face or bottom portion of the lip or shelf 21 merges into
the inside surface of the front wall 14 of the housing 13
along a smooth cylindrical curve of substantial radius. A
sharp corner here would not be desirable as there would
then be a chance that the leaf being withdrawn would
strike or make contact with the nearly vertical inside sur-
face of the housing, thus interfering with further with-
drawal. The drawing is to scale.

The bottom wall 17 of the housing is so designed that the
leaves which are exposed are supported by extensions or
shelves 23 for a width of about one-half inch on each side
of the stack. This prevents the leaves from sagging down
over an extended period of time due to lack of support.
However, enough open area 24 is left to permit the use
of one, two or three fingers to make contact with and
withdraw the bottom leaf of a stack. The shelves 23
are desirably beveled to a fine but not sharp edge where
they terminate. This permits a finger or fingers to more
intimately engage the bottom leaf and results in a better
withdrawing contact with the leaf as it is slid from the
housing or plastic case along the bottom surface of the
lower lip 21.

The inside of the bottom wall 17 of the housing is
desirably slightly sloped at the back of the case, as indi-
cated at 25 in FIGURE 1. Also, there is a horizontal
surface provided on the shelves 23 for supporting the
leaves at the front portion of the bottom of the case.
This horizontal surface or area comprises the shelves
above discussed. The purpose of the inclined surface
toward the back of the case is to allow the bottom wall
25 to slide over a metal latch spring 26 of a mounting
bracket 27. Also, as a result of such inclined area, a
space is provided for said latch spring beneath the card-
board box or carton 12 containing the leaves which per-
mits support of said leaves 22 at a lower level in the dis-
penser 11 than would otherwise be possible and thus an
easier withdrawal thereof from the stack.

The mounting bracket 27 for the housing 13 desirably
has a plurality of apertures 28 for receiving connecting
screws or the like 29, whereby it may be secured to a
wall or other vertical support 31. ‘The top edge portion
of the bracket 27 has an outstanding web 32 from the
outer edge of which a flange 33 extends diagonally up-
ward and rearward. The rear edge portion of the upper
wall 18 of the housing 13 has a depending flange 34
which may, while said housing is in outwardly angled
position, be hooked over the flange 33. The housing
may then be swung counterclockwise to the supported
position of FIGURE 1 where it is latched in place by the
spring 26 after sliding along the sloping portion 25 until
the locking tabs 35 at the ends thereof snap over the
front end portions 36 of the bottom wall 17. It may be
found necessary to push upward on the latch 26 during
this operation so as to clear the wall portion 25 and then
allow said latch to snap over the portion 36 to the posi-
tion viewed in FIGURE 1.

The lower portion of the mounting bracket 27 is desir-
ably formed with lips 37 which extend diagonally down-
ward and outward to engage the lower edge of the sloping
portion lips, as viewed in FIGURE 1. The spring latch
26 may be secured between said lips 37 in any desired
manner. The means shown in the present embodiment
comprises tabs 38 and 39 struck out from the bracket 27,
the tabs 38 overlapping the top edge of the vertical or
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upper flange portion 41 of the latch 26 and the tabs 39
overlying the side edges of said vertical portion and
crimped thereinto, making a satisfactory connection be-
tween the parts.

The dispenser case or housing 13 of the present em-
bodiment is desirabtly deeper, that is, it has a greater hori-
zontal dimension from front to back, at the top than at
the bottom above the lip 21, to give a more pleasing
appearance. The present refill carton 12, which fits in-
side the housing, is desirably of such horizontal section
and height or length, that when in place the top thereof
contacts the curved portion 19, as illustrated in FIGURE
1. Therefore, the carton is restrained from tilting for-

- ward when in its operating position within said housing.

15

However, if a shorter refill carton 12 were to be used,
such would be free to tilt forward and rest against the
front wall 14 of the housing.

If such is the case, it is considered desirable to have

- the bottom housing portions or shelves 23 slope downward

20

 with the back surface of the dispenser.

25

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

as they extend forward or away from the supporting
bracket 27. That is, the supporting surface of said por-
tions 23 may make an angle of less than 90°, such as 75°
or 80°, with the wall or mounting area corresponding
The effect would
be to have the exposed surface of the bottom leaf slop-
ing downward toward the operator at the outer portion.

The advantage of this consiruction would be to provide

for a more forceful contact between the fingers and a
leaf as it is withdrawn. Such improved frictional grip on
the leaf would result automatically rather than requiring
some manual effort. The disadvantage of such construc-
tion is that it would detract from the outside appearance
of the housing and make manufacture thereof more dif-
ficult and expensive.

The dispenser housing or case 13 is so designed and
constructed that it can be washed with water with a mini-
mum of danger of such getting inside and damaging the
leaves. That is, there are no apertures which would per-
mit water to get within the case when the water comes
from above. The forwardly and downwardly curved lip
21 at the bottom of the front of the dispenser can be as low
as possible but yet not act as an obsiruction to the with-
drawal of a leaf, but rather assist in such withdrawal.
At the bottom surface of this lip there is a long, narrow
flat portion on the same plane as that formed by the sup-
porting shelves or extensions 23, assuming that these are
horizontal rather than sloped. However, with the slop-
ing construction described, the bottom edge of the curved
lip 21 would be lower so as to be in the same plane as
that formed by the sloping support extensions.

Due to the relative lightness of the individual soap
leaves for which this dispenser is particularly designed,
but not limited to such, it is necessary that some device
be used to help the leaves slide down the inside of the
housing 13 or refill carton 12 thereof. Also, in order
to withdraw a leaf, it is necessary to press a finger or fin-
gers against the bottom of the stack with sufficient force
to develop an effective frictional grip on the bottom leaf.
With a full stack of leaves, this does not present much
of a problem. However, as said leaves become nearly
used-up leaving, say a 2-inch stack or less remaining in
the dispenser, the force necessary to develop a sufficient
frictional grip on the bottom leaf simply lifts up the
whole stack of leaves. :

A simple, flat weight, if heavy enough, would solve this
problem but would be costly both from a material -and
a transportation consideration. I overcome this problem
by using a device ‘which is light but still heavy enough
to help the leaves slide down to the point of withdrawal
and yet is so designed as to prohibit any movement in
an upward direction when force is directed from below.
It is also desirable that this device take up as little useful
space as possible within the housing or refill carton.

An articulated-type weight such as designated 42 meets
all the necessary specifications. This weight is positioned

'y
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on an insert piece 43 which may be formed of any de-
sired material, corrugated cardboard being mentioned as
an example. This insert has two upturned flanges or sides
44 and 45 and is free to slide within the refill carton
12, as viewed in FIGURE 1. The weight may be formed
of steel or other metal seciions 46 and 47, cut out of
sheet of the desired thickness. The carton-wall engaging
edges of said sections are either right-angular or slightly
beveled, as indicated at 52 in FIG. 10, hinged together,
as by a strip of strong yet flexible tape, as indicated at
48. The axis of the hinge or line of articulation between
the parts, when the dispenser is mounted on a wall or
the like, is to be generally normal or vertical with re-
spect thereto, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 4. The line
of articulation is so positioned because a withdrawing
finger is to engage the lower surface of the outer por-
tion of the lower one of leaves 22, or that portion be-
tween the center and front edge thereof. Alternatively,
said sections may be separate and have their inner or en-
gaged surfaces or adjacent edges interfitting, as viewed in
FIGURE 10, That is, the section 46’ may be grooved,
as indicated at 49, to receive a correspondingly shaped
extension 51 on the section 47, with clearance to allow
some articulation therebetween.

The weight 42, comprising either the sections 46 and
47, or those designated 46’ and 47, is positioned on the
insert piece 43 so that, when out of the carton, the free
edge portions of the sections rest on the upturned flanges
44 and 45. However, these free edge portions extend be-
yond said flanges so that, when the parts are in place in
the carton 12, they respectively engage the inner sur-
faces of the side walls thereof, as viewed in FIGURES
4 and 10. Therefore, the weight cannot lie flat when po-
sitioned within the carton. However, to keep one sec-
tion of the weight from sliding and coming to rest in a
horizontal positicn, the weight sections are positioned
over the aforementioned cardboard insert with the up-
turned edges. The latter serve to maintain the correct
attitude of the articulated weight combination, that is,
hold the sections in the shape of a very flat V.

To function correctly, the upturned flanges 44 and 45
of the insert 43 do not actually support the weight sec-
tions when in place, as said sections must rest against
the sides of the carton, with a slight clearance, say 142",
above said flanges. If the weight sections rest upon the
upturned sides of the insert and do not make contact with
the sides of the carton 12, or housing 13 if no carton
is used, then there will be no binding or wedging action
against said sides when a force is directed upward from
below on the stack of leaves 22. These weight sections
are formed and assembled in such a manner that a sharp
corner or edge 52 at each side contacts the inside walls
of the container. If these sections were smooth and
free of sharp edges or burrs, they would not function
correctly and would not grip the sides of the box.

The assembly of the weight 42 and the insert 43 on the
top of the leaves 22 serves two purposes. First, it as-
sists in driving the leaves down through the container
as the lower ones are withdrawn from the bottom of the
stack. Second, it resists with a positive locking action
any force directed upward from below, as a result of a
finger trying to make a positive leaf-withdrawing con-
tact by pushing against the bottom of a stack of leaves.
Thus the use of the weight prevents deterioration of the
action of feeding the leaves as the height of the stack
decreases during use, which would otherwise make it al-
most impossible to withdraw leaves from a stack when
the supply has become about 75% exhausted.

Referring now to the construction of the carton 12,
illustrated in FIGURES 1, 7, 8 and 9, it will be seen
that said carton 12 may be closed at the top by con-
ventional means 50. It opens downwardly and is cut
away or relieved at its lower front portion, that is, along
the front wall 14, as indicated at 53. Said front wall is
also desirably slotted npwardly for a short distance, as in-
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6
dicated at 54, to give an indication of when the supply
of leaves is almost exhausted. The side walls 55 and
56 of said carton 12 are likewise cut away or relieved,
as indicated at 57 and 58, respectively. Said walls, ad-
jacent the rear wall 59 are, however, not only not cut
away but are desirably extended beyond the extreme bot-
tom of the carton to form bottom wall supporting panels
or tabs 61 and 62, respectively.

The rear wall 59 of the carton terminates in a panel
63 hinged thereto along line 64 at the extreme bottom of
the carton. Said panel is formed in two sections, that is,
section 65 hinged directly to the rear wall 59 and section
656 hinged to the edge of the section 65 remote from said
rear wall. Secured to the section 66, desirably con-
structed as illustrated most clearly in FIGURE 7, is a
metal strip or plate 67. This plate has a sharp prong
68 slit therefrom and bent out, as illustrated in FIG-
URE 7. The end portions of said plate are bent at right
angles, as indicated at 69 and 71, passed through slots or
apertures 72 and 73, respectively, in the section 66 and
bent over said section to gripping relationship therewith,
as indicated most clearly in FIGURES 8 and 9.

This connection holds the prong 68 outstanding from
the surface of the section 66 which faces downwardly
when the carton is positioned as viewed in FIGURE 7,
but which faces in the opposite direction when the section
66 is bent up over the section 65 to sandwich part of
said plate 67 between said sections 65 and 66. The whole
folded panel is then bent up to underlie the lower por-
tion of the carton and extend at right angles to the rear
wall 59 thereof, as viewed in FIGURES 8 and 9. When
this occurs, the tabs 61 and 62 are sandwiched between
the sections 65 and 66, and the tongues 60 formed on
the free edge of the section 66 may be passed into co-
operative slots 70 on the line of the hinge 64. When a
stack of leaves 22 rests on the folded panel 63, it presses
the section 66 down on the section 65, frictionally grip-
ping the tabs 61 and 62 between said sections which thus
form a firm support for the rear portion of a stack 22
of leaves.

It will be seen from the foregoing description that the
panel construction, heretofore described, provides a prong
or needle 68 with points upward beneath a supported
stack of leaves and on which the lower members in said
stack are impaled. If this needle cleanly slices each
separate leaf or film as the latter is pulled away, there
will be no necessity for any further action and the func-
tion will be satisfactory. If, however, a leaf should fail
to be sliced by the needle, a small, generally triangularly-
shaped piece will be torn from said material and lodge
behind the needle 68. Once such a condition starts, it
may continue with the successive operations which re-
move a leaf from the dispenser until a stack of roughly
triangularly-shaped pieces builds up in the carton behind
the needle. Such a stack may eventually underlie the
whole stack of leaves so that it is no longer supported as
desired. The carton 12 must then be removed and the
area behind the needle cleared out.

The embodiment illustrated eliminates such a possi-
bility of trouble by providing a desirably semi-circular
shaped aperture or cutout 74 and a corresponding notch
75 which registers with said aperture 74 when the sec-
tions 66 and 65 are folded together. This notch and
aperture, by lining up with one another, provide a clear-

; ance area through which the pieces of film or leaves are

free to fall as they are torn off, thereby avoiding any
trouble in the use of the dispenser.

Having now described my invention in detail in ac-
cordance with the patent statutes, those skilled in this
art will have no difficulty in making changes and modi-
fications in the individual paris or their relative assembly
in order to meei specific requirements or conditions.
Such changes and modifications may be made without
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention, as
set forth in the following claims.
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This application is a continuation-in-part of my ap-
plication Serial No. 824,698, filed July 2, 1959, now Pat-
ent No. 3,051,352, dated August 28, 1962.

I claim:

1. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing formed by a front wall and side walls rigid with
respect to each other for holding therein a stack of
separate leaves of said material, shelf portions project-
ing from the side walls of said housing for the support
of such a stack, parts of said shelf portions projecting
from the side walls having generally horizontal upper
leaf supporting surfaces with wall-remote edges laterally
spaced from one another near, but rearwardly spaced
from, the front wall to allow a finger to engage the
lower surface of the lowermost leaf of a stack thereof
in said housing for individually withdrawing it from
said stack, the front wall having its lower portion curved
downward and outward about a relatively large radius
and through a substantial angle to form a fixed lip on
which a thumb may rest and under which a finger may
pull said lowermost leaf for extended withdrawal until
it may be grasped between finger and thumb.

2. A dispenser as recited in claim 1, wherein means
are provided preventing upward movement of such a
stack upon engagement of the lower leaf thereof by a
finger.

3. A dispenser as recited to claim 1, wherein the spaced
shelf portions have their adjacent edges beveled toward
one another and the front portions beveled forwardly
to permit a finger to make a more intimate contact with
the lower leaf of a stack. :

4. A dispenser as recited in claim 1, wherein the shelf
portions near the back of the dispenser are extended rear-
wardly at an angle with respect to said parts with
generally horizontal upper supporting surface, and.in-
clined toward said back to guide a metal latch spring
of supporting means and allow it to slide thereover to
the front edge into locking engagement therewith, space
being provided between elements of said inclined por-
tions to allow a finger to be inserted from below to
release said spring.

5. A dispenser as recited in claim 1, wherein the sup-
porting surfaces near the front of said shelf portions
slope downwardly and outwardly to only a slight extent
so as to provide a more forceful contact between a finger
and the lowermost leaf to be withdrawn from the stack.

6. A dispenser as recited in claim 1, wherein a carton
is enclosed in said housing, a stack of separate leaves
disposed in said carton, a wall at the top-closing said
dispenser, extending between the side walls and joined
to the front wall along a curved portion, the top of said
carton normally engaging said curved portion to prevent
it from tipping forward. )

7. A dispenser as recited in claim 1, wherein the bot-
tom of the curved lip portion is disposed in the same
plane as the tops of the supporting shelf portions.

8.- A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing formed by a front wall and side walls rigid with
respect to each other, a carton therein for holding a
stack of separate leaves of said sheet material, shelf
portions projecting from the side walls of said housing
for the support of such a carton, parts of said shelf por-
tions projecting from the side walls having innmer gen-
erally horizontal upper leaf supporting surfaces with wall-
remote edges laterally spaced from one another near,
but rearwardly spaced from, the front wall to allow a
finger to engage the lower surface of the lowermost leaf
of a stack thereof in said carton for individually with-
drawing it from said stack, the front wall having its lower
portion curved downward and outward about a rela-

tively large radius and through a substantial angle to

form a fixed lip on which a thumb may rest and under
which a finger may pull said lowermost leaf for extended
withdrawal until it may be grasped between finger and
thumb.
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- 9, A supporting bracket for a sheet material dispenser
comprising a metal plate to form a wall of said dispenser,
said plate being apertured to receive means for securing
it to a vertical support, a flange extending outwardly
from the top edge of said plate, the outer portion of
said flange being bent upwardly and rearwardly to pro-
vide an elongated hook for engaging the top portion of
the housing of such a dispenser, the lower poriion of
said plate having tabs struck therefrom, and a spring
latch with a vertical portion clamped underneath said
tabs and from which projects outwardly a resilient tongue
terminating in spaced lugs which depend from the outer
edge thereof whereby, after a dispenser housing is hooked
over the upper portion, it may be swung down and locked
in place by said resilient tongue.

10. A carton for holding a stack of leaves of sheet
material in a dispenser therefor, comprising front, rear
and side cardboard walls forming a closure rectangular
in horizontal section, the rear wall terminating in a panel
hinged thereto and formed as two sections hinged upon
themselves and a metal plate with a sharp prong struck
therefrom, end portions of said plate being bent at right
angles, passed through corresponding slots in the outer
section of said panel and bent thereover to hold said
plate thereto with the prong outstanding therefrom, said
outer section being folded over the other section of said
panel, holding the bent-over metal plate end portions
therebetween, and the folded sections turned to underlie
the rear portion of said carton and present the prong,
then upstanding, on which the rear portions of leaves
in said carton are impaled, and means holding said folded
panel sections in place beneath said leaves comprising
tabs depending from the side walls of said carton and
sandwiched between the folded sections of said panel
when leaves are supported thereon, the side walls and
the front wall of said carton being relieved forwardly of
said tabs to facilitate removal of leaves one by one from
the bottom of said carton.

11. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing, a carton of said material disposed in and having a
lower wall portion resting on a housing lower wall por-
tion, an upstanding sharp restraining instrument carried
by said carton lower wall portion, and a stack of separate
leaves of said sheet material in said carton and with
the lower part of said stack impaled on said instrument
adjacent their rear edges, and said carton having an
opening formed in said lower wall portion to allow means
to directly and periodically engage the lower surface of
the Jowermost leaf of the stack to withdraw it from said
dispenser and expose the leaf immediately thereabove,
after overcoming the restraining action of the instrument.

12. A dispenser as recited in claim 11, wherein there is
a weight disposed in the carton above the stack of leaves
to assist in directing them to be impaled on said instru-
ment for withdrawal one by one.

13. A dispenser as recited in claim 11, wherein the re-
straining instrument comprises a strip of steel, portions of
which are sandwiched between elements forming the
lower wall portion of the carton, with a uniformly-tapered
sharp-pointed prong slit from an edge of said strip inter-
mediate its ends and projecting upward into the leaves
thereabove. )

14, A dispenser for a stack of separate leaves of sheet
material, comprising a housing including a front wall and
a pair of side walls rigid with respect to each other, and a
pair of shelf portions extending in substantially coplanar
relationship inwardly from each side wall near the lower
end thereof, the shelf portions each including a front free
edge which is rearwardly spaced from the front wall to
define a slot through which a leaf from a stack of leaves to
be supported on the. shelf portions can be passed, and
each including a side free edge arranged in laterally
spaced opposed relationship with the side free edge of the
other shelf portion to define an aperture between the shelf
portions of an extent sufficient to permit engagement of
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the lowermost leaf of the stack of leaves by a finger of a
user of the dispenser, the lower portion of the front wall
being curved downwardly anl outwardly about a relatively
large radius and through a substantial angle to form a
fixed curved lip on which a thumb of the user may rest
and under which the finger of the user may move the
lowermost leaf of the stack by frictional contact there-
with to an extent enabling the leaf to be subsequently
grasped between the finger and thumb of the user.

15. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing, an upstanding sharp restraining instrument carried
by said dispenser, and a stack of separate leaves of said
sheet material in said dispenser and with the lower part
of said stack impaled on said instrument adjacent their
rear edges, and said housing having an opening formed in
said lower wall portion to permit a finger to directly and
periodically engage the lower surface of the lowermost
leaf of the stack to withdraw it from said dispenser and
expose the leaf immediately thereabove, for subsequent
withdrawal after overcoming the restraining action of the
instrument.

16. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing formed by a front wall and side walls, shelf portions
projecting from the side walls of said housing, a carton
enclosed in said housing and supported on said shelf por-
tions, a stack of leaves of sheet material in said carton, a
weight on the top of the stack, consisting of two metal
parts hinged adjacent a center line and with outer sharp
edges remote from said line, and a member disposed be-
tween said weight and the top leaf of said stack, said mem-
ber having upturned edges which prevent the hinged parts
from being coplanar by being overlain by the outer edge
portions of the respective weight sections, so that said
sharp edge portions bitingly engage the walls of the car-
ton to prevent upward movement thereof, but release and
slide down with the stack of leaves as the latter are with-
drawn from the dispenser, parts of said shelf portions
from the side walls having inner edges spaced from one
another near the front wall to allow a finger to engage the
Jower surface of the lowermost leaf of said stack in said
carton for individually withdrawing it from said stack, the
front wall having its lower portion curved downward and
outward about a relatively large radius and through a
substantial angle to form a lip on which a thumb may rest
and under which a finger may pull said lowermost leaf
for extended withdrawal until it may be grasped between
finger and thumb.

17. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a housing
formed by a front wall and side walls for holding therein
a stack of separate leaves of said material, shelf portions
projecting from the side walls of said housing for the sup-
port of such a stack, parts of said shelf portions from the
side walls having inner edges spaced from one another
near the front wall to allow a finger to engage the lower
surface of the lowermost leaf of a stack thereof in said
housing for individually withdrawing it from said stack,
the front wall having its lower portion curved downward
and outward about a relatively large radius and through
a substantial angle to form a lip on which a thumb may
rest and under which a finger may pull said lowermost
leaf for extended withdrawal until it may be grasped be-
tween finger and thumb, a bracket for said housing com-
pring a back wall securable to a vertical supporting sur-
face, the top edge of said back wall being flanged out-
wardly at right angles and then turning upwardly and
backwardly toward said supporting surface, the housing
being formed with a flange depending from the inner edge
portion of its top wall for hooking over said flange, the
lower portion of said back wall being provided with a re-
silient flange terminating in depending lugs to snap over
the outer edges of said shelf portions to hold said hous-
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ing against said supporting surface and releasible upon
upward pressure on said flange.

18. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing formed by a front wall and side walls for holding
therein a stack of separate leaves of said material, shelf
portions projecting from the side walls of said housing
for the support of such a stack, parts of said shelf por-
tions from the side walls having inner edges spaced from
one another near the front wall to allow a finger to engage
the lower surface of the lowermost leaf of a stack thereof
in said housing for individually withdrawing it from said
stack, the front wall having its lower portion curved down-
ward and outward about a relatively large radius and
through a substantial angle to form a lip on which a thumb
may rest and under which a finger may pull said lower-
most leaf for extended withdrawal until it may be grasped
between finger and thumb, a bracket for supporting the
housing, said bracket comprising a back wall securable
to a vertical supporting surface, the top edge of the back
wall being flanged outwardly at right angles and then
turned upwardly and inclined rearwardly towards the
supporting surface, the housing having a flange depending
from the free edge portion of the top wall, the flange
being adapted to hook over the flange of the bracket.

19. A dispenser as recited in claim 18, including a latch
spring at the lower portion of the back wall which is
adapted to engage with the housing to locate the housing
against movement relatively to the bracket.

20. A dispenser for sheet material comprising a hous-
ing formed by a front wall and side walls for holding
therein a carton, a stack of separate leaves of said material
disposed within said carton, shelf portions projecting from
the side walls of said housing for the support of such a
carton, said carton comprising front, rear, side, and top
and bottom cardboard walls forming a closure which is
rectangular in horizontal section, and in which an aper-
ture for the removal of the leaves from the carton is pro-
vided in the lower portion of the front wall and the ad-
jacent portion of the bottom wall, the bottom wall being
provided by a panel hinged to the lower edge of the rear
wall and comprised by an intermediate and an outer sec-
tion which are folded upon themselves, the intermediate
section of the panel being arranged in underlying relation-
ship to tabs extending inwardly from the lower edges of
the side walls, and the outer section being arranged in over-
lying relationship with the tabs for the tabs to be sand-
wiched between the intermediate and outer sections, parts
of said shelf portions from the side walls having inper
edges spaced from one another near the front wall to
allow a finger to engage the lower surface of the lower-
most leaf of said stack in said carton for individually with-
drawing it from said stack, the front wall having its lower
portion curved downward and outward about a relatively
large radius and through a substantial angle to form a lip
on which a thumb may rest and under which a finger may
pull said lowermost leaf for extended withdrawal until it
may be grasped between finger and thumb.
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