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A charged particle lithography system comprises a
preparation unit (112). The preparation unit comprises a
housing having a first load port (131) for loading and/or
unloading a substrate (22, 82, 122) into or out of the
housing, a substrate transfer unit (127) for locating the

substrate onto a substrate support structure (23, 83, 123)
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within the housing, and a second load port (132) for loading
and/or unloading the substrate support structure supporting

the substrate.
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