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to ai lion, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OTHQ R. Over MYER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Detroit, Michigan, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Back Cur 
tains for Automobile-Tops, of which the foll 
lowing is a clear, full, and exact description. 
This invention relates to an improved 

back curtain for automobile tops of the type 
which consists of a framework of bows and 
sockets covered with a fabric and used on 
open bodies. 
One of the objects of this invention is. 

to provide an improved back curtain 
which may be fastened to the upper edge 
of the body in such a way that the 
fastening means is not visible. Another 
object is to provide a back curtain which 
may be easily fastened to the upper edge of 
the body and which can be readily re-adjust 
ed to take care of shrinkage of the material. 
Still another object is to provide a back cur 
tain which may be easily and cheaply con 
structed and attached to the upper edge of 
the car body. 
These being among the objects of the pres 

ent invention, the same consists of certain 
features of construction and combinations of 
parts to be hereinafter described and then 
claimed with reference to the accompanying 
drawings which illustrate a suitable embodi 
ment of the invention having the above and 
other objects in view. 

Figure 1 is an elevation of the back cur 
tain as seen from the outside of the car. 

Fig. 2 is a view showing one of the lower 
corners of the back curtain as seen from the 
forward side. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
on the line 3-3 of Fig.1. 

Fig. 4 is a view showing the entire lower 
edge of the curtain as seen from the forward 
side. m 

Figs. 5, 6 and are sectional views taken 
on tie lines a-a, b-b and 0-0 respectively 
of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 8 is a view showing the lower part 
of the curtain in a partially finished condi 
tion as seen from the forward side. The 
collapsible framework is so well known that 
a detail showing is unnecessary, but the rear 
bow 9 is, however, shown partly in full lines 
and partly in dotted lines. s 
The means used for attaching the in 

proved back curtain to the automobile body 
is shown in Fig. 1 in which one of the lower 
corners of the curtain is represented as being 
raised to disclose the flap 10 which is ordi 
narily invisible. This flap is stitched to the 
curtain and is arranged to hang between the 
curtain and the body to which it is attached 
by the tacks 1. It is found advisable to 
extend the flap through a portion only of 
the width of the curtain so that the lower 
corners dif the curtain may be separated from 
the body to give, access to the back stay 
straps 20 shown partly full lines and 
partly in dotted lines which may require 
adjustment and also to allow theside cur 
tains to be applied, lapping inside the for 
Ward edges of the back curtain. It should 
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be stated that said back stay straps serve 
the well known purpose of holding the rear 
bow of the frame down against the tension 
of the deck of the automobile top so that 
the back curtain is relieved of strain and 
they are not intended to nor do they perform 
the function of the parts constituting the 
present invention. Turn-button fasteners 2. 
are provided at the extreme corners of the 
curtain to hold these parts of the back cur 
tain against the body and also to secure the 
lower rear corners of the side curtains. 
The flap 10 is usually made of the same 

material as that in the body of the curtain, 
but may be of other suitable material if de 
sired. This material is disposed in three 
layers as shown in Fig. 3, two of these layers 
being folded together to form the fiap. while 
the third is stitched flat, upon the body of the 
curtain to form a reinforcement along the 
lower edge of the curtain, the whole being 
held in place by the four lines of stitching 
12, 13, 14 and 15. 
As shown in Fig. 8, the two lines of 

stitching 14 and 15 along the lower edge of 
the curtain and the upper line 12 approxi 
mately at the middle of the width of the 
strip of material stitched upon the curtain, 
are put in first. The fiap is then folded 
as shown at 17 and again folded just above 
the line of stitching 12 so that it lies flat 
upon the curtain in its normal position. 
The line of stitching 13 is then added as 
shown in Fig. 2 which completes the flap, 
this line of stitching being located so as to 
pass through both thicknesses of the flap as 
shown in Figs, 2 and 3. By this method of 
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manufacture, the flap is firmly secured to the 
curtain and the raw edges of the material 

found that, if this is done, there is a tend 
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near the top of the flap are concealed. 
As explained above, it is desirable to leave 

the lower corners of the curtain free from 
the body for a certain distance and it is 
ency for the curtain to lose its shape in serv 
ice. Stifeners 16 are consequently used to 
stiffen the curtain at these points and holdit 
in its original shape. As shown in Fig. 3, the 
stiffeners are placed between the curtain 
proper and the material used for the flap and 
reinforcement and extend inward from the 
lower corners of the curtain to points be 
yond the end of the flap as shown in Fig. 4. 

If it is found desirable at any time to 
re-adjust the back curtain so as to com 
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pensate for shrinkage of material or for any 
other reason, the lower edge of the cur 
tain may be folded up so as to expose the 
tacks which may then be extracted without 
difficulty and replaced after the curtain has 
been adjusted, the width of the flap being 
sufficient to allow for any amount of adjust 
ment which may be required 

It is obvious that the invention is suscepti 
ble of modification as parts may be omitted, 
arts added and parts substituted without 
eparting from the spirit and scope of the 

invention as expressed in the claims. 
What I claim as new is:- 
1. In an automobile top, a back, curtain, 

a strip of fabric extending for a substantial 
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distance, with respect to the width of Said 
curtain, along the inner surface of the lower 
edge of said curtain, stitching extending 
longitudinally of and approximately at the 
middle of the width of said strip, whereby 
said strip is attached to said curtain, the por 
tion of said strip beyond said stitching be 
ing folded back over said stitching longitu 
dinally, thereby providing a flap suitable 
for attaching to an automobile body, and 
stitching extending below aforesaid stitch 
ing along the lower edge of said curtain, and 
sits to said edge that portion of said 
strip which lies directly against said edge. 

2. In an automobile top, a back curtain and 
a strip of fabric extending transversely 
across said back curtain near its lower edge 
said strip being, in part, a reinforcement of 
said curtain and, in part, a flap adapted for 
removably fastening said curtain to an auto 
mobile body, said reinforcement extending 
across the entire width of said curtain and 
said flap extending through the major por 
tion of said width of said curtain only, and 
stiffening material between said curtain and 
said reinforcement extending from the lower 
corners of said curtain, approximately to the 
adjacentends of said flap. 

igned at Detroit, Mich., this 2nd day of 
OTHO R. OVERMYER. 

Witnesses: 
A. P. HAsCALL, 
ALFRED. H. KNIGHT. 
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