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Filed Aug. 1, 1958, Ser. No. 752,553
9 Claims. (Cl. 160—348)

This invention relates to a pleater strip of the type
adapted to be sewn to the upper edge of a drapery for
facilitating the formation of pleats thereon.

The use of drapery pleater strips has become very
popular in recent years. - Such pleater strips are normally
in the form of a strip of fabric adapted to be sewn to
the upper edge of the drapery on the back side thereof,
the strip having a plurality of elongated transversely ex-
tending pockets spaced longitudinally thereom. Such
pleater strips are adapted to be used with pleater hooks
which, in general, include a plurality of vertically ex-
tending prongs or fingers spaced more closely together
than the pockets in the pleater strip so that when the

prongs are inserted upwardly into the pockets in the pleater

strip the drapery is gathered to form pleats.

Such pleater strips have met with considerable suc-
cess but, nevertheless, present problems. After draperies
provided with such pleater strips have been laundered or
cleaned several times, they often shrink and the drapery
cannot be adjusted vertically unless pleater hooks of a
different length are used.

Another problem that exists with reference to the use of
such pleater strips is that on draperies designed for ceil-
ing installation, that is, where the track or traverse rod
is mounted on the ceiling rather than on the wall, and it
is desired that the drapery fit up close to the ceiling so
as to conceal the track, the use of a conventional pleater
strip demands the use of pleater hooks with an extra
long shank.. . :

It is an object of this invention to eliminate the above
described problems that arise in conjunction with. the use
of pleater strips. More specifically, it is an object of this
invention to provide a pleater strip which is so designed
to permit vertical adjustment of the drape. With the
pleater strip of the present invention, adjustment to com-
pensate for shrinkage can be readily made, and at the
same time pleater hooks of conventional size can be used
for supporting the drapery in ceiling installations.

In the drawings: S

_Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a drapery
as viewed .from the rear side thereof and showing the
pleater strip of the present invention and. the manner in
which pleater hooks are used therewith. o

Figure 2 is a fragmentary plan view of one form. of
pléater strip according to the present invention. | ", .~
“Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view through the ‘form
of pleater strip shown in Figure 2, and showing the man-
ner of its construction.” ST -
" Figures 4 'and 5 are fragmentary plan views of modified
forms of pleater strips according to the present invention.
Figure 6'is a perspective view of a pleater hook adapted
to be used with the pleater strip. e S
Referring to Figure 1, a fabric drapery is illustrated at
1¢. Along the upper edge. thereof, on the rear side of
the drapery; there is sewn, as by the stitching 12, a pleater
strip 14. ~ The pleater strip 14 is provided with a. plurality
of elongated transversely or.vertically extending pockets
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strip 14, as illustrated. In use, a pleater hook 18 (Fig.
6) having a plurality of vertically extending fingers or
prongs 19 is engaged with the pleater strip to form pleats
or folds 20 on the drapery. In the pleater hook shown,
four such fingers or prongs are utilized. These promgs
are inserted upwardly into the pockets 16 so that at each
pleater hook the drape is gathered into three pleats-20
as illustrated. The pleater hook also includes a vertically
extending shank 21 which is connected to the lower ends
of fingers 19 and terminates at its upper end in a hook
portion 23. The hook portion 23 is adapted to be en-
gaged with the slider members on a conventional trav-
erse rod or track to support the drapery. The pleater
hook 18 illustrated is only one of numerous types'of
pleater hooks adapted to be used with the pleater strip. -

Figures 1, 2 and 3 show one form of pleater strip fab-
ricated in accordance with the present invention. - In this
form the pleater strip comprises a strip of fabric folded
flat upon itself along a straight line as at 22 so as to pro-
vide a rear panmel 24 and an overlying front panel 26.
The terms “front” and “rear” are used in this manner
since the pleater strip is viewed in the drawings from the
back side of the drapery. The free edges of the front
and rear panels are folded into a hem as shown. It will
be observed that the lower edge 28 of the back panel 24
is parallel but spaced considerably below the free edge
30 of the front panel 26. Between these two free edges
28 and 30 there are arranged two strips of fabric 32 and
34. FEach of these strips it will be observed, has its lower
edge folded into a hem as illustrated. The lower edge of
strip 34 extends along a line parallel to and spaced above
the lower edge 28 of the back pamel 24. The lower
edge of strip 32 overlaps strip 34 but is spaced above -and
parallel to the lower edge of strip 34. However, the
lower edge of strip 32 is spaced below the lower edge 30
of front panel 26 and is generally parallel thereto. - ¥

After the fabric strips are arranged in the manner illus:
trated in Figure 2, they are stitched together-by a line' of
stitching to form the pockets 16. - The stitching forming
the pockets 16 can be of any desired configuration. - In
the embodiment shown, the fabric strips are sewn together
by a continuous line of stitching which includes stitch
lines 36 extending horizontally adjacent the lowei edge of
strip 34, which turn upwardly as at 38 into vertical stitch
lines 49, then turn horizontally for a short distance as at
42 and then downwardly again vertically as at 44 to form
the spaced pockets 16. - _ o

With this arrangement it will be observed that between
the stitch lines 40, 44, the lower edges of strips 34 ‘and 32
and the lower edge 30 of front panel 26 provide openings
into pockets 16 which are spaced apart vertically. This
arrangement may be considered either as a single pocket
with three vertically spaced openings thereinto or- as
three pockets each of which opens at its lower end at'a
different level on the pleater-strip. .~ Thus ‘with a pleater
strip fashioned as described, the prongs 19 of the pleater
hook can be inserted into the pockets 16‘into any of these
three openings, and the vertical disposition of the drapery
can thus be adjusted. For example; when'the drape’is
initially fabricated the prongs of the pleater hook can be
inserted into the pockets 16 through the openings formeéd
by the strip 34 and the lower edge 28 of back panel 24.
If, after several cleanings oOr launderings, the' drapery
should ‘shrink, the drapery can be lowered so ‘that “its
lower edge is spaced from the floor surface the desired
distance by inserting the prongs of the pleater hooks into
the pockets 16 either through the openings provided by
the strips 32 and 34 or between the lower edge 30 6f
panel 26 and strip 32, Likewise, with the pleater strip of
this invention, when the drapery is designed for ceiling.
installation, the standard length pleater hook, can.be’ used
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and the drapery can be adjusted vertically so that its
upper edge conceals the track by engaging the pleater
hooks in any one of the three vertically spaced openings
into the pockets 16.

The pleater strip iflustrated in Figure 4 in principle is
similar to that illustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 3. How-
ever, the pleater strip of Figure 4 comprises a single
fabric strip 46, and the pockets 48 are woven therein. It
will be observed that the pockets 48 terminate above the
lower edge of strip 46 along a horizontal line as at 5€.
Below the horizontal line 50 there is also woven into the
fabric strip 46 a cord 52. The cord 52, however, is inter-
mittently woven into the fabric strip 46 so that it is free
or loose with respect to the strip 46 at the portion thereof
designated 54 in vertical alignment with each of the
pockets 48. With the pleater strip shown in Figure 4,
the prongs 19 of the pleater hook can be inmserted into
the pockets 48 either along the horizontal line 58 or at
the portions 54 of the cord 52. Thus the drapery is
capable of being adjusted wvertically to either of two
positions.

The pleater strip 56 illustrated in Figure 5 is very
similar to that illustrated in Figure 4. Like the pleater
strip shown in Figure 4, pleater strip 56 has pockets 58
woven therein. These pockets terminate at their lower
end along a horizontal line 60, which is spaced slightly
-above the lower edge of the pleater strip. However, each
pocket has two break lines 62 and 64 in the weaving so as
to provide three vertically spaced openings into each
pocket 58. This arrangement may also be considered as
a series of three pockets each of which opens at its lower
end at a different level on the pleater strip. Thus the
prongs 19 of the pleater hooks can be inserted into the
pockets 58 at any one of the openings at 60, 64 and 62.

Thus it will be seen that I have provided a pleater strip
which enables vertical adjustment of the drapery to any
one of several predetermined positions. The pleater strip
of this invention eliminates the need for pleater hooks
having shanks of varying length. At the same time it
permits vertical readjustment of the drapery in case of
shrinkage so that the lower edge of the drapery extends
along a horizontal line which is spaced generally the de-
sired distance from either the floor surface or a window
sill.

What I claim is:

1. A pleater strip adapted to be secured to the upper
edge of a drapery and with which pleat forming hooks of
the type having a plurality of vertically extending fingers
are arranged to. be engaged to form pleats in the drapery,
comprising an elongated strip of flexible material, said
strip having a plurality of individual elongated trans-
versely extending pockets spaced from one another longi-
tudinally therealong,-all of said pockets. terminating at
their upper ends along a single line extending longi-
tudinally adjacent the upper edge of said strip, said pockets
being open at their lower ends, closed along their vertical
side edges and being arranged in at least: two overlying
groups, the pockets in one group being aligned vertically
with the: pockets inthe other group and having their
lower ends terminating along a first line parali¢l to the
lower edge of the strip, and the pockets in said other
group having their lower ends terminating along a second
line parallel to the lower edge of the strip and spaced
more remotely therefrom than said first line. .

2. A pleater strip adapted to be secured to the upper
edge of a drapery and with which pleat forming hooks of
the type having a plurality of vertically extending fingers
are arranged to be engaged to form pleats in the drapery,
comprising an elongated strip of flexible material, means

. on said strip defining a plurality of overlying groups of
individual - elongated pockets open- at. their lower ends
and ' closed -along their vertical side edges, all of said
pockets terminating at their upper ends along. a single
line extending longitudinally adjacent the upper edge of
said strip, the lower ends of the pockets in each group
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4 .
lying along a straight line parallel to the lower edge of
the strip and the lines defining the lower edges of the
pockets of the several groups being parallel to one an-
other and spaced apart transversely of the strip, the
pockets in each group being vertically aligned with the
pockets in the other groups.

3. A pleater strip adapted to be secured to the upper
edge of a drapery and with which pleat forming hooks of
the type having a plurality of vertically extending fingers
are arranged to be engaged to form pleats in the drapery,
comprising an elongated strip of flexible material, means
on said strip forming a plurality of elongated trans-
versely extending individual pockets spaced apart longi-
tudinally on said strip, said pockets being closed along
their vertical side edges, means extending longitudinally
of the strip in a plurality of parallel lines traversing each
of said pockets along lines spaced different distances from
the lower edge of the strip and forming a plurality of
abutments on each pocket below the upper end thereof
for limiting the extent to which the prongs of the pleater
hooks.can be inserted upwardly into each of said pockets.

4. A pleater strip as called for in claim 3 wherein
said strip is formed of fabric and said pockets are woven
into the flexible strip, said last mentioned means com-
prising transversely spaced breaks in the woven pockets.

5. A pleater strip as called for in claim 3 wherein
said last mentioned means comprises, at least in part, a
narrow fabric strip connected with said pleater strip
and having portions thereof in vertical alignment with
said pockets unconnected with the pleater strip.

6. A pleater strip adapted to be secured to the upper
edge of a drapery and with which pleat forming hooks of
the type having a plurality of vertically extending fingers
are arranged to be engaged to form pleats in the drapery,
comprising a strip of flexible material having a rear panel
and an overlying front panel, means interconnecting said
panels along laterally spaced, vertically extending lines
and forming therebetween a plurality of vertically ex-
tending individual pockets spaced apart along said strip,
each of said pockets having a plurality of openings there-
in intermediate the opposite ends thereof for enabling the
insertion of the prongs of the pleater hooks, said open-
ings in the pockets being aligned in a plurality of ver-
tically spaced horizontally extending rows.

7. A pleater strip adapted to be secured to the upper

edge of a drapery and with which pleat forming hooks of
the type having a plurality of vertically. extending fingers
are arranged to be engaged to form pleats in the drapery,
comprising an elongated strip of flexible material having
generally parallel upper and lower edges, a plurality of
vertically extending means on said strip spaced apart longi-
tudinally forming a plurality of vertically extending in-
dividual pockets spaced apart longitudinally of said strip,
each pocket being closed at its vertical side edges and
having a plurality of openings therein below the upper
ends thereof and near the lower ends thereof, said open-
ings being spaced progressively further distances from the
lower edge of the strip and lying in a plurality of hori-
zontally extending parallel lines.
8. A pleater strip as called for in ¢laim 7 wherein said
strip is formed of fabric and said pockets are woven into
said fabric, said openings comprising horizontal breaks in
the woven pockets.

9. A pleater strip. adapted to be ‘secured to the upper
edge of a drapery and with which pleat forming hooks of
the type having a plurality of vertically extending fingers
are arranged to be engaged to form pleats in the drapery,
comprising a back panel and an overlying front panel -
formed of a flexible material, the lower edge of the front
pane] terminating. along a line spaced above and parallel
to"the lower edge of the back panel, a plurality of over-
lapping strips of flexible material arranged on said back
panel so as to extend longitudinally continuously along
the length of said back panel, said strips having their
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lower edges spaced apart vertically and being disposed
between the lower edge of the front panel and the lower
edge of the back panel, and vertically extending stitching
interconnecting said panels and said strips and forming
therebetween a plurality of vertically extending and ver-
tically aligned individual pockets which are spaced apart
longitudinally of said panels, each of said pockets being
closed along its vertical side edges by said stitching and
open along the lower edge of said front panel and the
lower edges of said strips.
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