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My invention relates to a-new -and useful im-
provement in a heel reenforcement and is adapted
for use on footwear and particularly leather
footwear such as boots, shoes and the like. Ex-
perience has shown that with shoes which are
worn a short time, the heel is pressed out of its
proper position and sags laterally. This sagging
of the heel or counter of the shoe is generally
towards the outside of the shoe, in such cases
the counter of the heel or shoe does sag towards
the inside. When the counter of the heel sags
the heel of the wearer is thus thrown out of
proper alignment with the remaining portion
of the shoe with the result that discomfort is
experienced and proper walking prevented.

Tt is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a reenforcement for a counter in a heel which
will prevent the sagging of either side and which
will serve to retain the counter and heel portion
of the shoe in proper alignment to the remain-
ing portion of the shoe.

Another object of the invention is to the provi-
sion of a reenforcement for a heel counter
whereby the foot of the wearer will be retained
in proper position relatively to the remaining
portion of the shoe and eXcessive wear on the
low side of the heel will be prevented.

Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a bendable portion on a heel counter
reenforcement so that it may be bent inwardly
to always provide a snug fit of the upper portion
of the counter with the foot of the wearer.

Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a heel counter reenforcement so con-
structed and arranged that greater comfort in
walking may be accomplished.

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

Tt is recognized that various modifications and
changes may be made in the detail of structure
illustrated without departing from the invention
itself and it is intended that these shall be em-
braced within the claims which form a part
hereof.

Forming & part of this application are draw-
ings in which, :

Pig. 1 is a perspective view of the reenforce-
ment,

Fig. 2 is a central sectional view of the inven-
tion showing it applied,

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3

of Fig. 2,

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on line §—4 of Fig. 2.

In the drawings I have illustrated the inven-
tion applied to a shoe 20 having a heel counter
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19 and a fiber reenforcement member 398 that
embraces the heel or counter of the shoe. As
shown in Fig. 2, the portion 22 of the counter
is positioned rearwardly on the point 23 at which
the counter turns upwardly. The reenforcement
comprises a shank or plate 9 formed from rigid
material, preferably resilient metal. This shank
or plate 9 is positioned to lie between the sole {6
and the sole 1T and is secured in position by
suitable securing means projected through the
openings 24. The rear end of the body 8 is
formed concave as at 25, this concavity being
positioned centrally of the body 9 and being
adapted to accommodate the in-turned portion
of the outer layer I8 of the counter. Project-
ing outwardly from the rear portion of the body
9 at opposite sides are the tongues 10 and (2,
each of these tongues being curved upwardly as
at il and 13 respectively and lie between the
fibre member 30 and outer covering 18. These
tongues are cut away on their inner side as aft
25 so that the upwardly turned portion projects
forwardly as clearly shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2.
These tongues, with the upwardly curved por-
tion, may be termed reenforcement side flaps on
the end of the body 9.

It is believed obvious from an examination of
Fig. 2, that the member 10 is more easily bend-
able at its free end than adjacent the end where
it is attached to the body 9 and that the farther
this distance is projected the more easily bend-
able becomes the material. Consequently, it will
appear obvious that the counter of the shoe is
rigidly reenforced adjacent its lower portion so
as to prevent lateral sagging while the reen-
forcement member upwardly thereof may be bent
inwardly by pressure of the hand, thus allowing
the wearer to bend the upper portion inwardly
so that the counter will fit snugly about the
heel of the foot.

Experience has shown that a shoe with a heel
counter reenforcement of this type mounted
therein will be more comfortable to the wearer
and that the wearer, because the sagging of the
counter is prevented and the wearer’s heel is
kept in proper alighment to the remaining por-
tion of the shoe, will find more comfort in wear-
ing the shoe and less fatigue in walking.

Tt will be noted that the side flap or tongue
i2 is of less height than the side flap or tongue
9. This lower side reenforcement is positioned
on the inner side of the shoe as the tendency
to sag inwardly is much less than the tendency
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to sag outwardly and less resistance is required
on the inner side of the heel counter.
What I claim as new is:

1. A shoe heel counter reenforcement mernber'

comprising an elongated rigid body adapted for
mounting between the soles of a shoe and extend-
ing longitudinally thereof for a portion of the
length proceeding forwardly from the heel
counter; a reenforcing flap projecting outwardly
from opposite sides of said body at the rear end
and lying between the inner and outer layers of

10

the heel’s counter, one of said ‘flaps -being. of_ )

greater height and length than the other.

2. A shoe heel counter reenforcement of-the:"
15

class described comprising an elongated rigid
metallic body formed from resilient material and

having one end curved concave and adapted for-

positioning between the soles of a shoe with the
concave end accommodating the in-turned por-
tion of the outer layer of the shoe heel counter;
& reenforecing flap projecting outwardly from op-

4

posite sides of said body adjacent said concave
end and thence curved upwardly and projected
forwardly the upper portions of said flaps being
bendable, said flaps being positioned between
the outer and inner layers of the shoe heel
counter, one of said flaps being of greater height
and length than the other.
JOSEPH AGOSTINELLL
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