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This-invention  telates to brassietes having ‘normal full
Stgiips for sienvelopmeént of théibreastsy wherein
< | softhe ¢lips*incladéswhatmight: be
tined “conversion flaps,:dapted to “be* folded”within
ppep poTtionsiof the €ups toconvert’the cups’to smaller
Zes exposing part-ofithe upper pértionsof the Breasts,
iculdrly in“the “uise~'of'the “brassiere as a“strapless or
»iags anoff-thesshaiilder: supported-“garment.

siMeore particuliirly; ‘theinvention*deals'with: a cup*con-
ststructiony wherein-that part “of “edch’ cup to+which™the
“vgpnversiontflaps vare- attachiéd-incliides a-lace dging to
»providé & finish toithe tipper ‘portiofi’df the-cup*when ‘the
#flnpyis infolded oivconcéaled position. i

Still more particulérly;"the’ invéntion'*deals' with a
brassiere of the character described, employing wire loops
encircling “the lower “and $ide portions of ‘the cups for

support ofthg:garment iipon’thebédy ‘of'the wearer, par-

asicnlarly-in:the converted uses of-the-brassiere.

-/ 1 'The novel features of the inventiofr'will bé:best/under-

wstood from the following description, whern faken to-

‘urgether with the accompanying drawing, in Which ‘eértain
srembodiments of the invention are-disélosed and,:in*which,
sthe rgeparate. parts are designatedi-by: suitdble. rreference
»rcharacters.dn each of the views-and;-in which:

. ¢ Fig. bhis a diagrammatic front view’of a brassieré. made
»egccording to my. invention, with partsiof the Konstriction
#:broken-away and showing theicupsin theifull>closure
position.

~ Fig. 2 is a diagrainiiatic section on the line 2—2 of Fig.

* L, shbwing a-sectional-portioniof ‘oneteup ahd a*sectional
portion of the rear body encircling band of the brassiere;
and

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail sectional view showing part
of the construction of Fig. 2 with the conversion flap in
folded concealed position.

In Fig. 1 of the drawing, I have shown at 10, 10’ the
cups of a brassiere and, as both cups are of the same
construction, the brief description will apply to the cup
10, it being understood that the cup 10’ is of the same
construction. These shaped cups proper include lower
portions 11, 11’, which may be constructed in any desired
manner, as is well known in the art, and usually are
fashioned from two pieces of fabric or of a substantially
self-sustaining material. However, as the present invention
deals primarily with the upper structure of the cups, the
details of other portions of the cups and the remainder of
the brassiere will only be generally referred to.

At 12 is shown the front band joining the lower and
adjacent portions of the cups, which band is V-shaped in-
termediate the cups, as seen at 13, and it is preferred that
a suitable contrasting closure piece 34 be used between
the upper adjacent portions of the cups.

Extending from the ends of the band 12, centrally of the
lower portions of the cups, as scen at 15, are side and
back bands 16, 16’, which are preferably formed from a
yieldable or extensible-type of fabric, these bands being
detachably and adjustably coupled at the back of the
garment, as with other garments of this type and kind,

2 :
-~At-the: -upper -¢dge- of “the ‘rear portions-of ‘the-bands
16, 16’ are strap-engaging ‘loops, indicated -at 17, 17% in
*Fig. 1'»and- one"of.these loops,-the-leop 17, is shown
- diagrammatically in section in Fig. 2-of the drawing.- -Se-
5-twcured around-the peripheral-edges of the lower and:side
.poftions of -thé -cups 10, 10 are-substantially- 't -shaped
~“wire loops or membérs 18 encased within a-fabric: strip
119; as-noted in- Fig: 2-of the-drawing;"and so"stitched' to
iithe:garment-as to-extend ‘the wire: loops-18-outwardly:and
10 "in spaced relation to the:garment, which:spacing-is indi-

<-cated at-20-in Fig: 2 -of theé drawing.

“At’ the ‘upper outer: sides-of -the - cups: 10, 10" -are -se-
::cured upwardly: extending strap -engaging Joops:-21; 21’,
- which are-utilized for Wwhat isknown as off-the-shoulder

15 ‘mounting of ‘the garment upon’the body of the: wearer:
~In-Fig. 1.of the drawing; I have ‘shown forward end
.portions of two’shoulder! straps 22;:22’, these ‘end por-
tions having coupling hooks 23,23 for detachable’engage-
ipientowith the loops 21,:217 and with:other loops 24,24" at
heupper-edge - portion-of -the full*cups, as‘is shown in
Rigs: 1and 2 of the: drawing. o
"The lower:portions 11, 11° of the cups:10; 107 terminate
»ssubstantially in"the horizontal lines 25; 25" which are:at,
orny be slightly above; the'Bipple portions of the breasts
95vandthé cups ‘above the patts 11; 11" or the lines 25,25’
are”formed 'of ‘two Sectional - portions 26, 26',: 27,-27",
THeportions 26,26 form-the upper part-of what I'would
fetépmi’ the -convertéd ‘ciips: Whereas,” the portions 37,27
cpniprise what ‘mayibe férmed fiexible conversion'flaps,
30'which-notnially: form the complete’ cup-and- caribe folded
isjnwardly ipon’ innerisurfacé oftthé pértions 26526,
-Elagdeen it 'Fig thé drawing; s as to'miaterially réduce
ticalarly in'using the brassiereas a

+ithg ‘size of ‘thé'cu
* flillstidplesyor as‘an off-thetstoiilder supported’strapless,

35‘_"*ih'?thi-’§ latter-sénse; micaning’ rémovaliof the s S22

Tfrom the:loops24,24% at'the ‘upper more oi-léss*cefitral
portions of the'breasts, ) :

“Uilni” the “constriction ‘shown; ‘the (portions26; 26’ are

“formed “from’ a*nettype ‘of “fabric; prefet

40

referablyof:itiner
-and“outeér-ply, as‘indicated- at> 28;°28":in" Fig. 3ofthe
‘drawing. Thé'flaps 27, 27" aré préferably formed-of a
gle ply rieiting, “theedges-of whichi“are ‘reinforced by
isirifable’ tapes; as indicated-at 29,729”. #-In ‘oriigétion,
witawill bé:noted thafithe faps-areiso-cofistrictedras téposi-
tion the loops 24, 24’ slightly outwardly of the wextical
center of the breasts for proper positioning of the straps
upon the body of the wearer and support of the brassiere
in position upon the body.

At the juncture of the portions 26, 27, 26", 27" is se-
cured a band of lacing 30 and 30’ having outer and inner
stitches 31 and 32, the outer stitching leaving a free lace-
like edge 33, which forms a decorative finish to the upper
portions of the cups when the flaps 27, 27" are folded
within the portions 26, 26’, in the manner illustrated in
Fig. 3 of the drawing.

1t will appear, from a consideration of Figs. 1 and 2 of
the drawing, that the lace band 30 is positioned upon the
breast at a point above the nipple of the breast. This
position may vary in control of the extent of exposure of
the top of the breasts which is desired. Regardless of the
manner of constructing the cups 18, 10’ proper, these
cups, in the converted position thereof by inward folding
of the conversion flaps, will maintain at least part of each
cup above the nipples of the breasts.

With a garment of the kind under consideration, a sin-
gle garment is capable of many distinct uses, depending
upon position, arrangement and coupling of the straps 22,
22’ with the respective loops provided, or by arrange-
ment upon the body of the wearer. Each of the straps
22, 22’ have, at the rear thereof, hook devices, one of
which is seen at 34 in Fig. 2, for coupling with the loops,
as at 17, and also providing adjustment of the ends of the
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straps; one of ‘which ends is indicated at. 35 in Fig. 2.
This- adjustment controls the fit.of the garment upon the
body of the wearer, as well as different uses of the straps
for support of the garment upon the body of the wearer.

Having fully described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:’

1. A -conversion - brassiere of the character described,
having a pair of .cups, means.joining the adjacent portions
of the cups, the sides of the cups having. extending body
encircling portions, each cup being defined by a shaped
. cup:proper and a flexible foldable conversion flap, the
upper edge of the cup proper being disposed substantially
above the central nipple engaging portion of the cup, said
conversion. flap being -attached to said upper edge by a
seam to thereby define a fold line; the distance from said
seam to the upper edge of said.flap being less than the
distance from the seam to said nipple engaging portion,
whereby said flap, when folded on said fold line,. is dis-
posed .in. its entirety upon the inner surface of the cup
proper above said nipple engaging portion, and the upper
end .of said conversion flap having means for detachably
coupling a shoulder strap therewith.

2.. A conversion brassiere of the character described,
having a pair.of cups, means joining the adjacent portions
of the cups, the sides of the cups having extending body
encircling portions, each cup being defined by a shaped
cup proper and a flexible foldable conversion flap, the
upper edge of the cup proper being disposed substantially
above the central nipple engaging portion of ‘the cup, said
conversion flap being attached to said upper edge by a
seam to thereby define a fold line, the distance from said
seam to the upper edge of said flap being less than the
distance from the seam to said nipple engaging portion,
whereby said flap, when folded on said fold line, is dis:
posed in its entirety upon the inner surface of the cup

proper above said nipple engaging portion, the upper end .

of said conversion flap having means for detachably cou-
pling a shoulder strap therewith, and said upper edge of
each cup proper having a finishing band forming a finished
edge to the cup proper when the conversion flap is in the
folded position on the inner surface of the cup.

3. A conversion brassiere of the character described,
having a pair of cups, means joining the adjacent portions
of the cups; ‘the sides of the cups having extending body
encircling portions, each cup being:defined by a shaped
cup proper: and a flexible foldable conversion flap; the
upper edge of the cup proper being disposed substantially
- above the central nipple engaging portion of the cup, said
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conversion flap being attached to said upper edge by a
seam to thereby define a fold line, the distance from said
seam to the upper edge of said flap being less than the
distance from the seam to said nipple engaging portion,
whereby said flap, when folded on said fold line, is dis-
posed in its entirety upon: the inner surface of the cup
proper above said nipple engaging portion, the upper end
of said conversion flap having means for detachably cou-
pling -a shoulder strap therewith, and a U-shaped wire
member encircling the lower and side portion of each cup
proper and having upper ends extending to a position im-
mediately adjacent said fold line.

4. A conversion brassiere of the character described,
having a pair of cups, means joining the adjacent por-
tions of the cups, the sides of the cups having extending
body encircling portions, each cup being defined by a
shaped cup proper and a flexible foldable conversion flap,~
the upper edge of the cup proper being disposed substan-
tially above the central nipple engaging portion: of the
cup, said  conversion flap being attached to said upper
edge by a seam to thereby define a fold line, the distance
from said seam to the upper edge of said flap being less
than the distance from the.seam to said nipple engaging
portion, whereby said flap, when folded on said fold line,
is disposed in its entirely upon the inner surface of the
cup proper above said nipple engaging portion, the upper.
end of said conversion flap having means for detachably
coupling a shoulder strap therewith, and each cup proper
having, at the upper edge portion and outer extremity
thereof, .other means for coupling the shoulder strap
therewith to provide two different supports of the bras-
siere upon the body of the wearer.
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