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updated Screening list to the cellular telephone via wireless 
communication. A calling party number can be specified as 
a wildcard. 
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WRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICE WITH 
CALL SCREENING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to a wireless com 
munication device, and, more particularly, is directed to a 
wireless communication device which screens incoming 
calls according to information stored therein and which 
exercises limited control over a wireless communication 
network in accordance with the screening list. 
0002 U.S. Pat. No. 5,473,671 (Partridge, III) is directed 
to a system which maintains a list of caller identities and the 
type of call treatment that an incoming call to a cellular 
telephone should receive based on the identity of the caller. 
The list may be stored in the telephone company's Switching 
facilities or in the subscriber's wireline telephone system. If 
an incoming call is acceptable, it is forwarded to the cellular 
telephone. Otherwise, the caller is offered the option to pay 
for the call. An incoming call may acquire different status in 
response to an interaction between the calling party and the 
system. 

0003. The call may be treated differently depending on 
the whether the called party is at a cellular telephone. 
0004) A subscriber to the service described in U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,473,671 uses an interactive voice response system to 
add or remove telephone numbers from the subscriber's list 
via voice recognition or telephone key entry. 

0005) While the above-described system is useful, it 
lacks flexibility in handling certain calls. It is also cumber 
some for the subscriber to maintain the subscriber's list. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0006. In accordance with an aspect of this invention, a 
cellular telephone includes a memory for storing a screening 
list specifying calling party numbers and associated call 
handling, and a processor for responding to an incoming call 
in accordance with the screening list. 
0007. The call handling may depend on the location of 
the cellular telephone, the calling party name, the time of 
day at which the incoming call is received, the day of the 
week at which the incoming call is received, or may be 
specified on a call-by-call basis. 
A portion of the calling party number may be specified in the 
screening list as a wildcard. 
The screening list can be generated by a Subscriber using a 
personal computer and is delivered to the cellular telephone 
via a wireless communication channel. 

0008. In accordance with another aspect of this invention, 
a method for providing a screening list for a cellular tele 
phone specifying calling party numbers and associated call 
handling comprises receiving the screening list from a 
communication network, and delivering the screening list to 
the cellular telephone via a wireless communication chan 
nel. 

0009. It is not intended that the invention be summarized 
here in its entirety. Rather, further features, aspects and 
advantages of the invention are set forth in or are apparent 
from the following description and drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0010 FIG. 1 illustrates a communication system accord 
ing to the present invention; 
0011 FIG. 2 illustrates a data record of a screening list 
maintained in cellular telephone 100 of FIG. 1; 
0012 FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating operation of a 
screening list creation program; 
0013 FIG. 4 is a chart depicting a screening list; and 
0014 FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating operation of 
cellular telephone 100 in accordance with a screening list 
stored therein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

0015 This invention enables a telecommunications ser 
vices Subscriber to program a telecommunications network 
to provide a personalized service configuration. The inven 
tion contemplates a robust network which is automatically 
configured in part in accordance with the Subscriber's pro 
grammed instructions. In effect, the Subscriberacts as his or 
her own network administrator, directly configuring the 
network in accordance with selections from an option menu, 
and able to change his or her selections through an auto 
mated interface. The automated interface may include a 
personal computer located at the Subscriber premises. 

0016. In contrast, in conventional networks, a network 
administrator defines a limited set of options, the subscriber 
selects from among this limited set, and the network admin 
istrator then implements the subscriber's selections. 
0017. In accordance with the invention, a subscriber 
controlled network interface accepts instructions from a 
Subscriber, such as selections from a menu of options, and 
configures the network in accordance with the subscriber 
provided instructions to deliver services requested by the 
subscriber. The interface may be connected to one or more 
network elements such as stored program control Switches, 
network databases, signalling nodes, service control points, 
adjunct processors, intelligent peripherals, billing elements 
and so on. The interface may prompt the Subscriber, pre 
sentiving available options from which the subscriber can 
select desired services or service options. The network is 
automatically configured by the interface, in accordance 
with the subscriber instructions. 

0018. An example of a selection is to block (or permit) 
calls from a designated geographical area. Another example 
of a selection is to turn off a service, such as call waiting, 
during a designated time interval. A further example of a 
selection is to require a caller to accept all long-distance 
charges for calls during a designated time interval. 
0019. In some embodiments of the invention, options 
presented to the subscriber are not universal but rather are 
determined by characteristics associated with the subscriber, 
Such as, for example, credit worthiness, usage or location. 
0020. In one embodiment according to the present inven 
tive technique, a cellular telephone maintains a screening list 
of calling party numbers, and specifies call handling there 
for. The call handling can depend on whether the call is local 
or non-local, which is affected by the location of the cellular 
telephone The call handling can also depend on the time at 
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which the call is made. A subscriber updates his or her 
screening list via personal computer, and transmits via a 
communication network the updated Screening list to a 
message center which sends the updated Screening list to the 
cellular telephone via wireless communication. 
0021. Because the cellular telephone stores the screening 

list, the subscriber need not have a complicated wireline 
system which intercepts calls to the cellular telephone for 
call screening. 
0022. Since the screening list can become quite compli 
cated, it is convenient for the subscriber to have a large 
visual display, which is provided by a personal computer but 
which is not available through an interactive voice response 
system or through a display on a handheld unit Such as a 
telephone. 
0023 Referring now to the drawings, and in particular to 
FIG. 1, there is illustrated a communication system accord 
ing to the present invention including cellular telephone 100, 
MSC 200, communication network 300, calling party tele 
phone 325, message center 350, home location register 
service control point (HLRSCP) 375 and personal computer 
400. The cellular concept is well known and is described in 
general in the Bell System Technical Journal, Volume 58, 
Number 1, January 1979, and specifically in an article 
entitled The Cellular Concept by V. H. MacDonald, on 
pages 15 through 41 of this journal, the disclosure which is 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
0024 Cellular telephone 100 includes wireless commu 
nication interface 102, processor 104, memory 106, display 
interface 108 and display 110, which may be, for example, 
a liquid crystal display (LCD) able to display several lines 
of alphanumeric or graphics characters. A screening list is 
stored in memory 106. The screening list comprises records 
as shown in FIG. 2. 

0025 MSC 200 includes memory 202, processor 204, 
wireless communication interface 206 and wireline commu 
nication interface 208. 

0026 Communication network 300 functions to accept 
transmissions from personal computer 400 and to deliver the 
transmissions to MSC 200. Communication network 300 
encompasses, for example, the public Switched telephone 
network (PSTN), dedicated communications lines acces 
sible to MSC 200, and the Internet. Network database 310 is 
coupled to communication network 300 via suitable proces 
sors (not shown), and serves to store customer information, 
Such as services activated for a customer. 

0027 Message center 350 is a store and forward device 
including a processor, memory and communications inter 
face adapted to, inter alia, receive a message from personal 
computer 400 destined for cellular telephone 100, to query 
HLR SCP 375 to determine whether cellular telephone 100 
is active and registered, and to send the message for cellular 
telephone 100 to MSC 200 when cellular telephone 100 is 
registered therewith and is active. Message center 350 is also 
adapted to receive a message acknowledgment originated by 
cellular telephone 100 and forwarded by MSC 200 to 
message center 350. Message center 350 is also referred to 
as an intelligent peripheral or an adjunct processor. Another 
example of an intelligent peripheral is a voice mail system. 
0028 HLR SCP 375 serves to maintain a log of all 
devices registered with mobile Switching centers, such as 
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MSC 200, and whether such registered devices are active. 
HLRSCP375 also functions to accept queries regarding the 
status of a device and to return responses reporting on the 
status of the device. 

0029 Personal computer 400 includes communication 
interface 402 such as a wireline or wireless modem or local 
area network interface, display interface 404, display 406, 
keyboard interface 408, keyboard 410, pointing device 
(mouse) 411, storage interface 412, data storage 414, 
memory 416 and processor 418. Data storage 414 is adapted 
to store specialized software, which is read into memory 416 
for use by processor 418, and which is described further 
below. 

0030 FIG. 2 shows a record 500 of the screening list. 
Record 500 includes calling party number field 502 for 
representing a calling number identifier (CNI), calling party 
name (CPN) field 504, calling party location field 505, local 
call handling field 508 and non-local call handling field 510. 
0031. A subscriber interacts with a screening list on 
personal computer 400 using a screening list creation pro 
gram provided by the cellular communication service pro 
vider through downloading via communication network 300 
or delivery of a data disk to personal computer 400. FIG. 3 
is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the screening list 
creation program. Generally, the program displays a screen 
ing list in table form, as shown in FIG. 4, and enables the 
subscriber to add entries, modify entries and delete entries to 
the screening list using a window driven interface including 
point-and-click mouse based navigation. For the calling 
party name and location, the Boolean operator NOT can be 
used to provide further screening list flexibility, as described 
below. 

0032. When the subscriber executes the screening list 
creation program, at step 600, the program determines 
whether this is a first use of the program. 
0033. If the screening list creation program is being used 
for the first time, at step 605, the program provides a 
table-like template for calling party identification and call 
disposition. The Subscriber specifies at least one calling 
party number, how a call from the calling party number 
should be handled if it is local, and how the call should be 
handled if it is non-local. Whether a call is local or non-local 
depends on the location of cellular telephone 100 relative to 
the location of the calling party number. 
0034 Call handling options generally include: (1) accept, 
(2) accept only if calling party will pay for call otherwise 
deny, (3) accept only if calling party will pay for call 
otherwise forward to a voice mailbox, (4) deny, (5) forward 
to another telephone number, (6) forward to a voice mailbox, 
and (7) request a call-by-call determination from the sub 
scriber, typically by displaying the calling party number, 
name and cost estimate for the incoming call on a display 
(not shown) provided by cellular telephone 100, providing 
an audible indication that there is an incoming call, and 
waiting for the Subscriber to press a first key selection, Such 
as SEND, to accept the call, a second key selection, such as 
END, to reject the call, or a third key selection, such as *F, 
to forward the call to a voice mailbox. If no response is 
received within a predetermined time, conventional network 
procedures for unanswered calls are invoked. 
0035) In call handling options (2) and (3), network 300 
serves to interact with the calling party to determine whether 
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the calling party will pay for all costs associated with the 
call. Such as via generating speech or playing stored speech 
segments to the calling party, and recognizing dual tone 
multi-frequency (DTMF) or spoken signals from the calling 
party. 

0.036 Furthermore, call handling options can be specified 
according to day of the week and/or time of day. 
0037) If the subscriber wishes to treat all callers who are 
otherwise unspecified in the same manner, then a “wildcard' 
calling party number can be entered for all or part of a 
calling party number, such as “*** *** ****'. This is 
particularly helpful in enabling a subscriber to control 
cellular telephone usage charges. 

0038 Record 702 in FIG. 4 illustrates non-local call 
handling depending on time of day. 

0039) Record 704 in FIG. 4 illustrates use of a calling 
party name. In this example, the calling party number is a 
business number, and the business has a private branch 
exchange (PBX). As is well known, the PBX appends caller 
name information to the call set-up information. Caller 
identification information is generally available. 
0040. Record 706 in FIG. 4 illustrates Local call handling 
depending on time of day and non-local call handling 
depending on day of the week. 
0041) Record 708 in FIG. 4 illustrates designation of a 
calling party number which is a cellular telephone, and use 
of the calling party location field to further identify the 
calling party. 

0042. Record 710 in FIG. 4 illustrates use of call-by-call 
treatment, and use of “NOT” to indicate all locations except 
Seattle. 

0043 Record 712 in FIG. 4 illustrates wildcard treatment 
for non-local callers who are otherwise unspecified. 
0044) At step 610 of FIG. 3, personal computer 400 
stores the screening list locally, such as by using disk storage 
414, and sets an internal flag indicating that the screening list 
creation program has been used. 
0045. At step 615, the subscriber approves the screening 

list for downloading into cellular telephone 100, typically by 
electronically pointing at an appropriately labelled area of an 
image displayed on display 406 using a mouse or other 
pointing device and clicking thereon. 
0046. At step 620, the program formats the screening list 
for transmission to cellular telephone 100, such as by 
compressing the data in the screening list and parsing the list 
into a plurality of segments which may be appropriately 
sized for, e.g., a fixed length transmission Such as IS 136 
short message service (SMS). At step 625, the program 
transmits the formatted screening list to message center 350 
for transmission to cellular telephone 100 and completes its 
execution. 

0047. If the screening list creation program has been used 
before, at step 630, the screening list most recently down 
loaded into cellular telephone 100 is retrieved from disk 
storage 414. Alternatively, cellular telephone 100 can be 
commanded to transmit its stored screening list, which is 
delivered to message center 350, and sent therefrom to 
personal computer 400. This is also useful as a backup 
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procedure to retrieval from disk storage 414, and avoids a 
need for message center 350 to store screening lists for a 
large number of cellular telephones. 
0048. At step 635, modifications to the screening list are 
accepted from the subscriber. This is particularly convenient 
for the subscriber, as it eliminates the need to re-enter the 
entire Screening list. 
0049. At step 640, personal computer 400 stores the 
modified screening list, and control passes to step 615. 
0050. In another embodiment, call handling is based on 
whether the call originates from a business telephone num 
ber or a residential telephone number, rather than whether 
the calling party is local or non-local. In this embodiment, 
network 300 includes sufficient information to make this 
distinction, in the same manner as caller i.d. information is 
presently provided. 

0051 FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating operation of 
cellular telephone 100 when a screening list is stored therein. 
Initially, MSC 200 receives a call setup request generated by 
a user of calling party telephone 325 including call infor 
mation, typically the call origination location, the automatic 
number identification (ANI) of the call (i.e., the telephone 
number of the calling party), and the name of the calling 
party. MSC 200 sends the call information to cellular 
telephone 100. If cellular telephone 100 fails to respond 
within a predetermined time, MSC 200 responds in a con 
ventional manner, such as by playing a “no response' 
announcement to the calling party. 
0.052) If cellular telephone 100 is active, at step 805, 
cellular telephone 100 receives the call information sent 
from MSC 200. At step 810, processor 104 of cellular 
telephone 100 compares the call information with the 
screening list in memory 106 to determine how to respond 
to the incoming call. 
0053 At step 815, processor 104 determines whether the 
incoming call should be handled on a call-by-call determi 
nation basis by the Subscriber. For example, assuming the 
screening list shown in FIG. 4, if the ANI of the incoming 
call has an area code of “206' and the call origination 
location is other than Seattle, then the incoming call should 
be handled on a call-by-call determination basis by the 
subscriber. 

0054 If the determination at step 815 is negative, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 820. 

0055. At step 820, processor 104 determines whether the 
incoming call should be forwarded. For example, assuming 
the screening list shown in FIG. 4, if the ANI of the 
incoming call is "202 456 8888, the call origination loca 
tion is non-local and the day of the week is Monday-Friday, 
then the incoming call should be forwarded to “202 111 
3333. 

0056. If the determination at step 820 is negative, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 825. 

0057. At step 825, processor 104 determines whether the 
incoming call should be accepted. For example, assuming 
the screening list shown in FIG. 4, if the ANI of the 
incoming call is not otherwise specified, i.e., “*** *** 
****, then the incoming call should be accepted. As 
another example, if the ANI of the incoming call is “202456 
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8888 and the time of day is other than between 7 p.m. and 
11 p.m., then normal call handling should follow for the 
incoming call. 

0.058 If the determination at step 825 is negative, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 830. 

0059) At step 830, processor 104 instructs MSC 200 to 
refuse the call. In one embodiment, MSC 200 responds by 
processing the call according to the profile. Such as by 
playing a “no response' announcement to the calling party 
or by playing a special announcement, Such as “the called 
party refused your call’. At this point, processing of the 
incoming call setup request by cellular telephone 100 is 
complete. 

0060) If the determination at step 825 is positive, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 835. 

0061. At step 835, processor 104 determines whether the 
calling party needs to pay in order for the call to be accepted. 
For example, assuming the screening list shown in FIG. 4. 
if the ANI of the incoming call is not otherwise specified, 
i.e., “*** *** ***** and the incoming call is non-local, then 
the calling party must pay for the call in order for cellular 
telephone 100 to accept it. 

0062) If the determination at step 835 is negative, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 840. 

0063 At step 840, processor 104 causes cellular tele 
phone 100 to alert the associated subscriber that there is an 
incoming call. Such as by ringing, flashing a light, displaying 
a message on display 110, vibrating and so on. Means for 
causing the alerting are known to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, and are not shown for simplicity in the figures. At step 
845, processor 104 instructs MSC 200 to establish the call 
path. The order of steps 840 and 845 may be reversed. At this 
point, processing of the incoming call setup request by 
cellular telephone 100 is complete. 

0064. If the determination at step 835 is positive, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 850. 

0065. At step 850, processor 104 instructs MSC 200 to 
play an announcement to the calling party requesting that the 
calling party agree to assume charges for the call. Such as, 

e called artWW1 accept VOur call On W1WOl 0.066. The called party will ply 11 only ify 
agree to pay call charges. Press * to accept charges, or 
press it to refuse charges. 

0067. At step 855, cellular telephone 100 receives a 
message from MSC 200 indicating whether the calling party 
has agreed to accept the charges for the call. If this is the 
case, then at step 857, processor 104 instructs MSC 200 to 
bill the calling party for the cost of the call. Processor 104 
then proceeds to step 840, described above. 

0068 If the calling party has not agreed to accept call 
charges, that is, has refused charges, then processor 104 
proceeds to step 860 and determines whether the incoming 
call should be forwarded. 

0069. If the determination at step 860 is negative, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 830, described above, and 
refuses the call. 
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0070). If the determination at step 865 is positive, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 865 and forwards the incom 
ing call to the call forwarding number designated in the 
screening list stored in memory 106. At this point, process 
ing of the incoming call setup request by cellular telephone 
100 is complete. 

0071. If the determination at step 820 is positive, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 865, as described above. 
0072) If the determination at step 815 is positive, then 
processor 104 proceeds to step 870. 

0073. At step 870, processor 104 causes cellular tele 
phone 100 to display the incoming call information to the 
Subscriber on display 110, along with a message such as, 

0074 Press * to accept, 0 to refuse or it to forward. 

0075). In other embodiments, cellular telephone 100 may 
play a stored or speech synthesized announcement to the 
subscriber. 

0076. At step 875, cellular telephone 100 receives a 
response from the subscriber. 
0077. At step 880, processor 104 determines whether the 
subscriber has indicated call forwarding. If so, then at step 
885, processor 104 displays a message to the subscriber on 
display 110, such as, 

0078 Please enter number for call forwarding, or press 
* for forwarding to voice mailbox. 

Herein, it is assumed that the subscriber has specified a 
default call forwarding number for the call-by-call 
treatment. For example, assuming the screening list 
shown in FIG. 4, if the ANI of the incoming call has an 
area code of “206' and the call origination is other than 
Seattle, then the call forwarding default depends on 
whether the call is local or non-local. After the for 
warding number is obtained at step 885, processor 104 
proceeds to step 865, described above. 

0079 If the determination at step 880 is that the sub 
scriber has not indicated call forwarding, then processor 104 
proceeds to step 890, and determines whether the subscriber 
has accepted the call. If so, processor 104 proceeds to step 
840, described above. If the subscriber has not accepted the 
call, then processor 104 proceeds to step 830, described 
above. 

0080. As explained above, cellular telephone 100 exer 
cises a limited amount of control over MSC 200 when 
cellular telephone 100 is operative according to a screening 
list stored therein. For example, at step 830, cellular tele 
phone 100 instructs MSC 200 to refuse a call; at step 850, 
cellular telephone 100 instructs MSC 200 to play a charge 
acceptance announcement; at step 857, cellular telephone 
100 instructs MSC 200 to bill the calling party for the call; 
and at step 865, cellular telephone 100 instructs MSC 200 to 
forward the incoming call to a designated number. 

0081 Although an illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention, and various modifications thereof, have been 
described in detail herein with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, it is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited to this precise embodiment and the described modi 
fications, and that various changes and further modifications 
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may be effected therein by one skilled in the art without 
departing from the scope or spirit of the invention as defined 
in the appended claims. 

1.-29. (canceled) 
30. A computer-implemented method of call handling, the 

method comprising: 
receiving a call from a calling party having a calling party 

number, wherein a screening list includes a record with 
call handling associated with the calling party number; 

determining if the call handling associated with the call 
ing party number indicates handling of the call on a 
call-by-call basis by a called party, and, if so: 
displaying one or more call handling options to the 

called party on a cellular communication device 
when the call is received; and 

receiving call handling instructions from the called 
party, wherein the call handling instructions for the 
call are selected by the called party from among the 
one or more call handling options displayed to the 
called party on the cellular communication device 
when the call is received; 

if the call handling associated with the calling party 
number indicates handling of the call on an automatic 
basis without intervention by the called party, retriev 
ing pre-determined call handling instructions; and 

directing handling of the call. 
31. The method of claim 30 wherein the one or more 

displayed call handling options include accept the call and 
reject the call. 

32. The method of claim 30 further comprising, when the 
call handling associated with the calling party number 
indicates handling of the call on a call-by-call basis by the 
called party, displaying information about the calling party 
to the called party. 

33. The method of claim 32 wherein the displayed infor 
mation includes the calling party number. 

34. The method of claim 30 wherein the one or more 
displayed call handling options include forward the call. 

35. The method of claim 30 further comprising: 
displaying a message prompting the called party for call 

forwarding instructions; and 
receiving the call forwarding instructions from the called 

party in reaction. 
36. The method of claim 35 wherein the call forwarding 

instructions are to forward the call to voice mail. 
37. The method of claim 35 wherein the call forwarding 

instructions are to forward the call to a default number. 
38. The method of claim 35 wherein the call forwarding 

instructions are to forward the call to a number entered by 
the called party. 

39. The method of claim 35 further comprising, when the 
call handling associated with the calling party number 
indicates handling of the call on a call-by-call basis by the 
called party, playing a speech announcement to the called 
party. 

40. One or more computer-readable media storing com 
puter-executable instructions for performing a method of 
call handling, the method comprising: 
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receiving a call from a calling party having a calling party 
number, wherein a screening list includes a record with 
call handling associated with the calling party number; 

if the call handling associated with the calling party 
number indicates handling of the call on a call-by-call 
basis by a called party, 
causing display of one or more call handling options to 

the called party on a cellular communication device 
when the call is received; and 

receiving call handling instructions from the called 
party, wherein the call handling instructions for the 
call are selected by the called party in reaction to the 
one or more call handling options displayed to the 
called party on the cellular communication device 
when the call is received; 

if the call handling associated with the calling party 
number indicates handling of the call on an automatic 
basis without intervention by the called party, retriev 
ing pre-determined call handling instructions; and 

directing handling of the call. 
41. The computer-readable media of claim 40 wherein the 

call handling options include accept the call, reject the call, 
and forward the call. 

42. The computer-readable media of claim 40 wherein the 
method further comprises, when the call handling associated 
with the calling party number indicates handling of the call 
on a call-by-call basis by the called party, causing display of 
information about the calling party to the called party on the 
cellular communication device. 

43. The computer-readable media of claim 42 wherein the 
displayed information includes the calling party number. 

44. The computer-readable media of claim 40 wherein the 
method further comprises, when the call handling associated 
with the calling party number indicates handling of the call 
on a call-by-call basis by the called party, causing playing of 
a speech announcement to the called party with the cellular 
communication device. 

45. The computer-readable media of claim 40 wherein the 
method further comprises causing display of a message to 
the called party on the cellular communication device to 
prompt the called party for call forwarding instructions. 

46. The computer-readable media of claim 45 wherein the 
method further comprises receiving call forwarding instruc 
tions from the called party in reaction to the message, 
wherein the additional call handling instructions are to 
forward the call to voice mail, forward the call to a default 
number, or forward the call to a number entered by the called 
party. 

47. A system adapted to perform a computer-executable 
method of call handling, the method comprising: 

receiving a call from a calling party having a calling party 
number, wherein a screening list includes a record with 
call handling associated with the calling party number; 

if the call handling associated with the calling party 
number indicates handling of the call on a call-by-call 
basis by a called party, 

causing display of information about the calling party 
to the called party on a cellular communication 
device when the call is received; 
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causing display of one or more call handling options to 
the called party on the cellular communication 
device when the call is received; and 

receiving call handling instructions from the called 
party, wherein the call handling instructions for the 
call are selected by the called party in reaction to the 
one or more call handling options displayed to the 
called party on the cellular communication device 
when the call is received; 

if the call handling associated with the calling party 
number indicates handling of the call on an automatic 
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basis without intervention by the called party, retriev 
ing pre-determined call handling instructions; and 

directing handling of the call. 
48. The system of claim 47 wherein the call handling 

options include accept the call, reject the call, and forward 
the call. 

49. The system of claim 47 wherein the displayed infor 
mation includes the calling party number. 


