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- 'This invention relates generally to containers
and more particularly is directed to a container
for a commodity adapted to be carried in a pocket
or purse for personal use. The container may
be used as desired, but is preferably designed and
constructed to retain a commodity of stick form,
such as soap or lipstick.

An important object of the invention is to
provide. a container comprised of component
parts provided with improved means for detach-
ably connecting the parts together.

A particular object of the invention is to pro-
vide & contfainer in which one component may
be a separate complete container and the other
component serves as a protective cover.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a container in which one component serves as a
handling means for the commodity or contents.

A further object of the invention is to design

and construct a container comprised of two com-
ponents which can be economically manu-
factured and readily assembled.
- Other objects and features of the invention will
appear when the following specification is con-
sidered in connection with the appended draw-
ings, in which

Figure 1 is a top view of the assembled con-
tainer; -

Figure 2 is a side view of the assembled con-
tainer with a portion broken away to illustrate
a detail of construction;

Figure 3 is an end view of the assembled con-
tainer showing the bridge of the male com-
ponent;

Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view of the
assembled container taken substantially on line
4—4 of Figure 2;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the female and
male components of the container before as-
sembly;

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing one way
the female and male components of the container
may be assembled;

Figure 7 is a transverse sectional view of the
assembled container taken substantially on line
1—1 of Figure 2; and

Figure 8 is a side view of a slightly modified
male component of a container showing a com-
modity carried thereby.

In the drawing and specification, like charac-
ters of reference denote similar parts.

Referring particularly to Figures 5 and 6, the
female component of the container includes cor-
responding divergent resilient leg members or
portions 9 and 10 connected by a bridge member
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or portion I{. The legs are preferably curved in
cross-section as clearly depicted in Figures: 3,
4 and 7 and provided with inturned slightly
curvilinear flanges 12 adjacent their longiti-
dinal edges. :

The male component may include correspond-
ing divergent resilient leg members or portions
{3 and 14 connected by a bridge member or por-
tion (5. The legs are preferably made sub-
stantially planar and provided with inturned flat
flanges 16 adjacent their longitudinal edges. If
found desirable, the flanges on the leg members
of the male component may be omitted.

The leg members 13 and 14 of the male com-
ponent are preferably formed with ridge forma-
tions or projections I7 adjacent their longitu~
dinal edges which extend parallel thereto from
the bridge {5 for approximately one-third of the
length of the legs. The bridge 15 is preferably
provided with outwardly extending ears (8 to
provide a convenient manual grip whereby to
facilitate the assembly and disassembly of the
male and female components. If found desir-
able, the bridge i of the female component
could be provided with ears in addition to or in
lieu of the ears on the bridge (5.

The male component is preferably designed
and constructed to receive and support a com-
modity 19 in the form of a stick as exemplified
in Figure 8. As illustrated in this figure, the
legs may be made parallel as the divergence of
this component as depicted in the other figures
is not essential to the locking of the components
together. If found desirable, the legs may be
made to converge so as to normally grip the
commodity. The male component provides a
support for convenient handling of the com-
modity as the latter may be easily shifted and
then held in any extended operating position
desired by merely exerting pressure on the legs
of the component.

Figure 5 shows the two complementary com-
bonents of the container before assembly. As
shown in Figure 6, the male component is man-
ually positioned between the divergent resilient
leg members 9 and 10 of the female component,
the leg members 13 and 4 forming substantially
berpendicular walls in the space between leg
members 9 and 10 with the flanges 12 of leg
member 10 of the female component abutting
and restraining the divergent resilient leg mem-
bers 13 and 14 of the male component. The
divergent resilient leg member 9 of the female
component may then be manually depressed to
abut the legs 13 and {4 of the male component
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whereupon the male component may be manually
moved longitudinally or telescopically into the
female component until the leg members 13 and
{& abut the bridge 11 of the female component
and the curvilinear flanges 12 adjacent the edges
of leg members 9 and 10 of the female component
simultaneously receive and engage the mating
ridges or projections 17 on the male component
in a manner whereby to lock the two components
together against the pressure of the resilient di-
vergent legs of the female component and to form
the closed container as shown in Figures 1and 2
for a commodity such as 19 exemplified in Figure
8. The locking relationship of the curvilinear

flanges 12 of the female component with the :

projections 17 on the male component is clearly
shown in Figures 3 and 7.

The components may also be assembled by in-
serting .the male component so that it abuts
bridge member (i of the female component
whereupon the curvilinear flanges {2 on the re-
silient leg member 8 may be pressed into snap
latching or locking engagement with the projec-
tions {1 on the male component. Obviously, both
of the flanges 12 may be caused to substantially
simultaneously -snap over the projections 1.

Alternative latching and locking devices may
be used such as tongues and slots, or circular
projections with mating dimples or.similar means
permitting of sliding or snap or fixed engage-
ments, the choice -of such means being dictated
largely by the -contemplated uses or contents -of
the container. Also, the resilience in the Jatching
or engagement -‘of the two components may be
provided solely by the-curvilinear flange-of the fe-
male-component with parallel rather than diver-
gent leg members. Moreover, the feature of re-
silience or tension in the engagement of the two
components may be eliminated entirely and the
container may be held together by slidable fric-
tion engagement of projections on one component
with seats for-such projections-on the -other com-
ponent.

Other modifications and changesin detail will
oceur to those skilled in the art without depart-
ing from the spirit.and scape of the invention, but
having set forth the objects and nature thereof,
and having shown .and described. constructions
embodying the principles of the invention, what
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1 claim as new and useful and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:

1. An elongated container substantially square
in cross-section comprising a female member and
a male member seated in said female member,
said female member having an end wall and &
pair of corresponding normally divergent elon-
gated side walls resiliently flexibly connected to
said end wall, the longitudinal edge portions of
said side walls having inturned inclined flanges
extending the full length of the edge portions and
engaging the side walls of the male member, said
male member having an end wall and a pair of
corresponding normally divergent elongated side
walls resiliently flexibly connected to said end
wall, the longitudinal edge portions of said side
walls having inturned inclined flanges bearing
against the side walls of the female member, and
szid male member also having a pair of outward-
ly extending relatively short longitudinal ridges
formed in each of its :side walls adjacent its
flanges -and end ‘wall and resiliently interlocking
with the flanges of the female member.

9. The structure -defined in -claim 1, in which

" the end wall of ‘the male member is provided with

ears for manual engagement whereby removal of
the male member from the female member may
be facilitated.
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