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To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD WESTON, a 

subject of the Queen of Great Britain, and a 
resident of Newark, in the county of Essex 

5 and State of New Jersey, have invented cer. 
tain new and useful Improvements in Brack 
ets for Electric Lamps, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had to the 
drawings accompanying and forming a part of 

1 to the same. 
My present invention, which relates to im 

provements in the construction of the joints 
of brackets for supporting incandescent lamps 
or similar devices, is illustrated in the accom 

I5 panying sheet of drawings, where 
Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a coupling 

or joint-constructed in accordance with my in 
vention; Fig. 2, a plan view of the same; 
Fig. 3, a central vertical section, and Fig. 4 a. 

2 o horizontal section on line at a of Fig. 3., 
In another application I have shown and de 

scribed a bracket-joint in which two sets or 
pairs of conducting-rings concentric with the 
pivotal axis of the joint were the means of com 

25 pleting the circuit between the two parts of 
the joint or coupling. My present invention, 
while embracing this and other features else. 
where described by me, constitutes an improve 
ment upon the forms of joint alluded to, the 

3o construction of the joint in the present case 
being such that one arm of the bracket or sec 
tion of the coupling to which the same is 
joined is not limited in its movement, but may 
be turned in the same plane at any angle to 
the other section. 

Referring to the drawings for an understand 
ing of the details of construction, the letters 
A B designate the ends of the sections of an 
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ordinary electric bracket or support. CD are 
4o the sections of a coupling or joint, with which 

the ends of the sections A and B are properly 
connected. Section C forms a base, in which 
is fixed a spindle or pivot pin, E. A slightly 
conical sleeve, a, of insulating substance, is 
slipped over the pin E and secured to the base 
C by pins b, passing through a flange at its 
lower end. Two metal rings, fg, the lower one 
by preference having a narrow flange around 
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its lower edge, are passed over the sleeve a 
and secured to its opposite ends. To these 
rings insulated conducting-wires c. d, passing 
from the section A through the base C and up 
through the pin E, are joined, so that the rings 
form terminal contacts. The part or section 
D is a cylindrical cup provided with means for 
readily attaching to it the end of a bracket. 
section, as B. It is open at one end, and con 
tains an insulating shell or casing, e. Metal 
rings H K are secured to this shell by insu 
lated screws h, and the ends of two conduct 
ors contained in the section B are joined to the 
rings HK, making good electrical contact 
there with. The cup-shaped section D, with its 
lining of insulating material and rings, should 
fit snugly over the inner or lower part of the 
coupling, the rings H K registering with the 
rings fg, Spaces that are left when the two 
parts of the joint are thus put together may be 
filled in with a ring of insulating substance or 
not, as desired, and, in lieu of being made con 
tinuous, the cup D may have one or more open 
ings or slots, f", as shown in Fig. 1. 
The operation or action of a joint thus formed 

is very simple and efficient. Intimate contact 
between the two sets of rings is always main 
tained, even if the joints should by long usage 

So 
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become loose, as the weight of the outer arm, 
as B, tends to tilt the cup D and press the di 
agonally-opposite portions of the two pairs of 
rings closer together. 

Further advantages of this device are that 
the conductors are entirely inclosed and not 
liable to derangement or injury, and that one 
section of the bracket may be turned complete. 
ly around the pivotal axis. 
What I claim is 
1. Ini a joint or coupling for electric lamp 

brackets, the combination, with a section hav 
ing an insulating pivotal support rising above 
the plane occupied by said section, of a section 
arranged to rotate on the pivotal support, and 
two sets of contact-rings secured to the pivotal 
support and to the rotating section, respect 
ively, and substantially as herein set forth. 

2. In a joint or coupling for electric - lamp 95 
brackets, the combination, with a base, an in 
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sulating pivotal support having metal contact- metal rings H.K., and electrical connections, Io 
plates secured theleon, of a cylindrical section substantially as set forth. 
containing insulated contact-plates that regis- In testinhony whereof I have hereunto set my 

. ter with those on the pivotal support when the hand this 18th day of November, 1882. 
cup is in place, as set forth. r 

3. The combination, with the base or lower EDWARD WESTON. 
section, C, pivot-pin E, insulating-sleevect, and Witnesses: 
metal rings or terminals fg, of the cylindri- W. FRISBY, 
cal section D, having an insulating-lining, the PARKER. W. PAGE. 


