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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
N ELS ON M. BRINK ER HO FF, OF GIBSON BURG, OIII.O. 

SAMPLE-HOLDER FOR BOXES, DRAWERs, &c. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 615,795, dated December 13, 1898. 
Application filed Janitary 21, 1898, Serial No. 667,483, (No model.) 

To all who, it Taily conceiv: 
Be it known that I, NELSON. M. BRINKER 

HOFF, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Gibsonburg, in the county of Sandusky and 
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use 
ful Sample-Holder for Boxes, Drawers, &c., 
of which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

sample-holders for boxes, drawers, sample 
boards, and the like. 
The object of the present invention is to im 

prove the construction of sample-holders and 
to provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient 
device which Will be strong and durable and 
adapted to be readily applied to boxes, draw 
ers, sample-boards, and the like for the pura 
pose of displaying a sample of the contents 
of a box or drawer. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device capable of securely holding a 
sample in place and adapted to permit the 
same to be readily removed when the said 
Sample becomes shop-worn or tarnished and 
it is desired to display a fresh one. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device capable of ready adjustment 
to hold an article in a vertical or horizontal 
position and adapted to be mounted on a 
drawer, box, or sample-board without the em 
ployment of a bolt, screw, or other similar 
fastening device. 

Furthermore, it is the object of the inven 
tion to provide a sample-holder in which the 
engaging portion will be parallel with the 
face of a box, drawer, or sample-board and 
in position to be readily grasped whether the 
Same is in engagement with a sample or not. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, and 
pointed out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a portion of a box provided with a 
Sample-holder constructed in accordance with 
this invention. Fig. 2 is a horizontal sec 
tional view. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective 
view of the device. 
Like numerals of reference designate corre 

Sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
ings. 

I designates a conical coiled spring having 

its base or larger end bearing against the in 
ner face of a box2, and the said spring is con 
nected at its apex or smaller end with a stem 
3, formed integral with the coiled spring and 
extending centrally through the same, from 
one end to the other thereof, and projecting 
outward through a perforation 4 of the box. 
The stem 3, which extends through the box, 
is provided at its outer end with an arm 5, 
arranged at right angles to it or parallel with 
the face of the box and adapted to engage a 
nail 6 or other sample article and hold the 
same on the exterior of the box. The resil 
iency of the Spring causes the arm to engage 
the sample with sufficient pressure to hold 
the same firmly in position, and the outer end 
of the arm is bent on itself to form a loop, 
by means of which the device may be read 
ily grasped when not in engagement with a 
Sample. 
The spring by being located on the interior 

of the box is hid from view, and as the ana 
gularly-disposed arm is arranged on the outer 
face of the box the device is retained in po 
sition without necessitating the employment 
of a screw or similar fastening device. The 
device is adapted to be readily rotated, as the 
Spring is not fixed to the box, and the arm. 
may be readily adjusted to arrange a sample 
in a vertical or horizontal position. 
The invention has the following advan 

tages: 
The device is simple, inexpensive, strong 

and durable and adapted to be readily con 
structed of a single piece of spring-wire or 
similar material: The engaging arm is ar 
ranged parallel with the face of a box, drawer, 
or sample-board, and it remains in such po 
sition, and the device is capable of ready ad 
justment to bring the arm into position for 
holding a sample vertically or horizontally. 
The device is adapted to be applied to a 
box, drawer, or sample-board by simply per 
forating the same, and it will hold itself in 
position without the aid of a screw or similar 
fastening device. The engaging arm, which 
is arranged on the exterior of a box or drawer, 
is always in convenient position to be readily 
grasped, and a sample may be quickly are 
ranged in or removed from the device. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and minor 

details of construction may be resorted to 
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without departing from the spirit or sacrific 
ing any of the advantages of this invention. 
What I claim is 
1. A device of the class described, compris 

ing a coiled spring designed to frictionally en 
gage the inner face of a box or sample-board, 
and a stem connected with the Spring and de 
signed to extend through a perforation of the 
box or sample-board and provided at its outer 
end with an arm arranged at right angles to 
the stem, and adapted to clamp an article be 
tween it and the Outer face of the box or Sam 
ple-board, said stem and arm being adapted 
to be drawn outward and capable of rotation 
to arrange the arm and the article in any de 
sired position, substantially as described. 

2. The combination with a box or sample 
board having a perforation, of a coiled spring 
frictionally engaging the inner face of the box 

or sample-board, and a stem formed integral 
with and arranged within the coiled spring 
and passing through the perforation of the 
box or sample-board from the inner face of 
the same to the outer face thereof, and pro 
vided at its outer end with an arm extending 
outward from it at right angles and adapted 
to engage the sample, said stem and arm be 
ing adapted to be rotated to bring the sam 
ple in the desired position, substantially as 
described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

NELSON. M. BRINIKERHOFF, 
Witnesses: 

J. L. IIART, 
JOHN O. AVERS. 
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