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UNITED STATES 
SAMUEL W. BUERCKLIN, 

PATENT OFCE, 
OF PRAGUE, OKLAHOMA. 

STRINGED ISUSICAL INSTRUTiENT. 

No. 921,507. 
Application filed December 14, 1908. 

To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL W. BUERCK 

LIN, a citizen of the United States, and a lesi 
dent of Prague, in the county of Lincoln and 
State of Oklahoma, have made certain new 
and useful improvements in Stringed hiu 
sical Instruments, of which the following is 
a specification. 
My invention is an innprovement in 

stringed musical instruments, and consists 
in certain novel constructions and combina 
tions of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed. 

Referring to the drawings forming a part 
hereof.- Figure i is a plan view of the in 
provement. Fig. 2 is a side yiew. Fig. 3 
is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
The present embodiment of the invention 

complises a neck 1, with a tail piece 2, and 
a bridge 3, all of which are supported upon a 
resonant body to be presently described. 

is provided with the usual head 4, 
and strings 5 extend from the head to the 
tail piece, passing over the bridge. - 
The esonant body, before inentioned, is 

substantially circular in CFOSS section, and 
gradually increases in size from one end to 
the other, the largel' end being provided with 
a bell 6, while the Smaller end is provided 
with a sound box 7, upon which is mounted 
the bridge. The resonant body extends 
from tile sound box outwardly thence rear 
Wardly substantially parallel to the tail piece, 
then transversely, and substantially parallel 
with the tail piece to a point beyond the 
bridge, where the said body crosses below 
the strings and the finger board and is thein 
bent upwardly and gradually merged into 
the bell which is arranged above the finger 
board as clearly shown in Fig. 1. The tail 
piece is connected with a button 7, on the 
transverse portion of the resonant body, and 
chin rest 8 may be connected with the body 
in proper position to receive the chin of the 
erformer. The finger board is supported 
y the neck, which is connected to the reso 
nant body by braces 9, 10, and 11. 
The bridge 3, is mounted on a spring plate 

13, which plate is arranged transversely of 
the bridge as shown in Fig. 2, the bridge be 
ing slotted for receiving the spring and the 
ends of the spring are received in slots in the 
arms 14 of a bracket 15, which bracket is 
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shaped to fit the periphery of the sound box, 
and may be secured thereto by screw's 16. 55 
The bridge is secured to the spring by solder 
ing or in any other suitable manner. 
A side of the Sound box is engaged by the 

angular polition 18 of a lever 19, which is 
pivoted to an ai'in 20, integral with the bridge 
and extending from one cornel thereof. A 
set Screw 21 is threaded thi'ough the upper 
end of the lever 19, and rotatably connected 
with the aim 20. 
The object of the above construction is to 

adjust the force with which the arm engages 
the sound box, and to compensate for Wear 
between tile end of the airin) and the box. 

While have shown and described the 
improvement embodied in an instrument of 
the violin type, it is evident that it might be 
embodied with equal facility in instruments 
of the guitar or mandolin type. 

I claim: 
1. In a device of the class described a 

hollow resonant body gradually increasing 
in cross section fron one end to the other, 
the smaller end being provided with a sound 
box, a bridge supported by the sound box 
and having an airin extending therefrom 
alongside a side of the sound bix, a lever 
hinged to the arm and having an angular por 
tion engaging the sound box side, means for 
adjusting the position of the lever witi re 
spect to tile sound box, a tail piece supported 
ily the body, a neck supported by the body 
on the opposite side of the body from the 
tail piece, and strings connecting tile tail piece 
and neck and resting up in the bridge. 

2. A device of the class described corn 
prising a hollow resonant body gi’adually in 
creasing in cross section from one end to the 
other, a sound box at the smaller end of the 
resonant body, bridge supported by the 
sound box and provided with an extending 
polition engaging a side of the sound box, 
means for adjusting the extended portion 
with respect to the sound box, a tail piece 
and a neck supported by the body on oppo 
site sides of the bridge and strings connecting 
the neck and the tail piece and resting upon 
the bridge. 

SAMUEL W. BUERCKLN. 
Witnesses: 

E. L. GRANITT, 
GUY PHARRIs. 
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