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Our invention relates to trucks for moving 
pianos and heavy furniture. 
The primary object of our invention is to 

provide a comparatively light and at the 
5, same time a reliable truck whereby pianos 
and heavy pieces of furniture may be moved 
with unusual facility and speed. 
A further object is to provide a truck of 

the character described which is equipped 
10 with an adjustable dolly which may be uti 

lized to reduce friction when moving Over 
level surfaces and to prevent marring of 
floors, carpets, etc., and may be swung to an 
inoperative position when moving down 
stairways or steep inclines. 
Other objects and advantages will appear 

hereinafter, and while we show here with and 
will describe a preferred form of construc 
tion, we do not desire to limit ourselves to 
such preferred form but that various changes 
and adaptations may be made therein with 
out departing from the spirit of our inven 
tion as hereinafter claimed. 

Referring to the drawings which accom 
pany this specification and form a part 
thereof: 

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of our piano 
moving truck complete, with binding straps, 
the position of a piano mounted thereon be 
ing indicated in dotted lines, by way of illus 
tration. 

Fig. 2 is a rear-end view of the truck 
shown in Fig. 1 without the binding straps. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the 
truck, taken approximately on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the truck without 
the binding straps. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view of the 
front end of the truck shown in Fig. 4, taken 
on line 5-5 of that figure. 

Fig. 6 is a still further enlarged transverse 
view of the truck shown in Fig. 4, taken on 
line 6-6 of that figure. 

IFig. 7 is a fragmentary side view of the 
truck showing the dolly in its operative posi 
tion. 

Fig. 8 is an edge view of one of the binding 
straps, showing the fastening means used in 
preference to a buckle. 
Considering the drawings more in detail 

it will be seen that the truck is made in the 
form of a rigid frame 9 having two parallel 
side-bars or runners 10 held in spaced rela 
tion to each other by relatively narrow cross 
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boards 11, fastened at spaced intervals to 
their upper edges, and tie rods 12 extending 
through the runners and through spacing 
sleeves 13 between the side-bars. Two rela 
tively wide cross-boards 14 and 15, the for 
ner set edgewise and the latter laid flat, in 
right angled relation to each other, are fixed 
On the rear end of said runners or skids 10 
SO as to form an angle 16 in which one corner 
of a piano or piece of furniture may securely 
Test while being moved. A reinforcing iron 
17, made of heavy strap-metal, is fastened 
under the rear ends of the runners and to 
the rear face of board 14. 

Slots 18 are made at the middle and toward 70 
the ends of the runners, those in each runner 
being in transverse alignment with those of 
the other, and binding straps 19, one end of 
which is equipped with a pair of fastening 
rings 20, are passed through said slots 18, said 
straps being long enough to encompass a 
piano and bind it to the truck frame. 
A roller 21 mounted in an adjustable frame 

22 forms a dolly which is pivotally fixed be 
tWeen runners 10, adjacent the middle of the 
truck frame. Dolly frame 22 consists of two 
relatively short bearing bars 23, held in par 
allel Spaced relation to each other by a yoke 
24 fixed between the lower ends thereof, and 
it is pivoted on a transverse rod 25 extending 
through runners 10, through the upper ends 
of bars 23 and through a sleeve 26 which fits 
between the upper ends of said bars 23. The 
dolly frame, as a whole, is thus adapted to 
turn on pivot rod 25 so as to swing roller 21, 
which is pivoted in the lower ends of bear 
ing bars 23, and yoke 24, downwardly below 
runners 10 or upwardly between them. By 
this construction the end arms of the yoke 24 
ale, in effect, made in one piece with the 
bearing arms 23 and thus provide a double 
bearing Surface for the end portions of the 
pivot bar of the ground roller 21. This is 
an important feature of the invention as it 
provides a substantial, wear-resisting con- 100 
struction well adapted to withstand the heavy 
strain and wear to which the bearings of the 
ground roller are subjected. Extra holes 27 
are made in runners 10 to provide for chang 
ing the position of the dolly in the truck 105 
frame SO as to balance it for longer or shorter 
pianos. 

Stop-pills 28 are provided on the inner 
sides of ?tantier's 10, in position to engage 
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ing angle, as is clearly shown in Figs. 5 and 7. 
In other words, said stop-pins 28 are located 
where they will co-operate with the pivot rod 
25 on which the roller-carrying bars 23 are 
mounted to maintain said bars 23 at an angle 
beyond the downward dead center of the 
Swinging movement permitted to said bars, 
so that the weight of the truck when sup 
ported by roller 21, is borne jointly by rod 25 
and pins 28. Spring buttons 29, known as 
“Forg catches', are fixed on the inner sides 
of runner's 10 in position to engage dents 30 
made in the outer faces of bearing bars 23, 
so as to hold the dolly in its inoperative posi 
tion, indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 5. 
Cross-boards 11, 14 and 15 are covered with 
carpet material 31 or other suitable padding 
to prevent marring of pianos or furniture 
carried thereon. 
The operation of our piano moving truck 

is sufficiently evident to require but little 
explanation. The piano is bound to the truck 
frame by means of straps 19, as indicated in 
Fig. 1. When it is to be moved across car 
pets or finished floors, or up lamps and like 
inclines the dolly is swung downwardly 
against stop-pins 2S, so that the load is car 
lied on roller 21 with a minimum of friction. 
When the piano is to be moved down a stair 
Way or other steep incline the dolly is swung 
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to its inoperative position and the load is 
:arried on the runnel's or skids 10. 
Having thus illustrated and described our 

invention, We claim: 
In a truck, a rigid frame having a pair of 

side bars adapted to serve as runners, a pivot 
bar spanning the space between said side 
bars, a dolly frame compilising a central 
yoke which has relatively short airns at its 
ends extending at light angles to the body 
of the yoke, a ground roller embraced loosely 
by the arms of said yoke, a pair of bearing 
bar's one of which a lines with and is secured 
to each end arm of said yoke thus providing 
a double bearing surface for the end portions 
of said pivot bai', an axle for said ground 
roller, said axle at each end extending 
through the yoke arm and bearing bar at 
that side, said bearing bars having their other 
ends pivoted to the aforenuentioned pivot bar 
and being adapted to swing said roller down 
wardly below the lower edge of the runners 
beyond dead center to an inclined operative 
position, and a stop pin which projects from 
the inner face of each runner and co-operates 
with the recited pivot bar to support the 
runnel's when the ground roller is in the 
operative position. 

MARCUS E. ADCOCK. 
ALVIN E. WADEN. 
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