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UNITED STATES 

2229299 

PATENT OFFICF, 
2,229,299 

S{0}]RTING TRAY 

Claton E. Loucks, Jamestown, N. Y., assignor to 
$Ulrich Planfilling Equipment Co., Jamestown, 
N., Y., a copartnership, c0nsisting of C. B. Ul 
rich ami R. E. Ulrich 

Application August 7, 1939, Serial No. 288,733 
20 Claims. 

My in Vention consists of an improved construc 
tion of Sorting tray including a plurality of Ver 
tically Supported partitions Connected with and 
Supported by a flat base, and connecting devices 
including a flat strip or strips of thin material 
preferably of metal Secured at their ends to Said 
base, and Connecting clips having Sliding engage 
ment With Said Strip or Strips and Secured re 
SpectiVely at their upstanding ends to the lower 
portions of Said partitions, the engagement of 
Said clips with Said strips preferably being Such 
that they will not be accidentally separated from 
Said StripS during the use of the tray. 
More Specifically, my improved partition-Sup 

porting clips each consists of a flat piece of thin 
Sheet metal, folded at its mid-portion to form a 
horizontally extending foot portion of double 
thickness, and from the mid-portion of the up 
per thickness, the end portions of the clip extend 
upWardly Vertically and closely adjacent one Of 
the partitions to which Said end portions are 
Secured, for example by riVets. Said foot por 
tion extends longitudinally of the strip with 
Which it COOperates and is of substantial extent 
between the folds of the clip, to give stable sup 
pOrt to the Connected partition in a generally 
Vertical position. 
In One form of my invention, the folded edges 

Of the clip are slotted So that the Supporting 
Strip extends through Said Slots with the thick 
meSSeS Of the foot portion of the clip above and 
below said Strip and with Said foot portion ex 
tending entirely around said strip. In another 
form of the invention the foot portion of the clip 
is provided with opposite edge notches just be 
low the connected partition, for sliding engage 
ment with the opposite edges of a longitudinal 
Slot through the Supporting Strip, With both 
thicknesses of the foot portion below Said Strip. 
The Sorting trays described are prOVided with 

partitions of Sizes adapted to the purposes for 
which they are used, which may include the Sort 
ing and classifying of Cancelled checks and other 
papers incident to banking, as well as VOuchers, 
Statements and papers generally pertaining to 
business, and Said trays are useful in any cases 
where the Sorting and ClaSSifying Of the paperS 
involves considerable labor due to their large 
nt{{?aber. • • 

The sorting trays described may or may not be 
proVided with COntainers as preferred, and Where 
containers are employed, they may be cowered Or 
Opein, and may Consist, Of portable Structures Or be 
relatively Stationary, for example, Said contain 
ers may be in the form of cabinetS, desk drawers 
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and the like. If preferred, where containers are 
employed, the supporting Strips may be secured 
directly to the bottoms of the containers which 
then become the bases of the trays, although for 
many purposes, where versatility is desired, the 
COimplete trays are preferably loosely held in the 
containers for ready removal therefrom. 
My invention will be best understood by ref 

erence t0 the acc0mpanying drawings illustrat 
ing preferred embodiments thereof, in which 

Fig. 1 Shows a form of my Sorting tray adapted 
fOI USe With relatively Small papers and contained 
in a portable open container, this View being a 
longitudinal, Vertical, sectional View through the 
COntainer and tray, taken along the line 3-3 
in Fig. 2, but to a smaller scale than Fig. 2, 

Fig. 2 is a Vertical, sectional View to an en 
larged Scale of a part of the structure shown in 
Fig. 1, taken along the line 2-2 in Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 is a vertical, sectional view of a part of 
the Structure Shown in Fig. 2 taken along the 
line 3-3 in Fig. 2, 

Fig. 4 illustrates in a View Similar to Fig. 3, 
One of the partitions in tilted position, 

Fig. 5 is a bottom View of the connecting clip, 
partition and Supporting Strip, taken along the 
line 5-6 in Fig. 3, 

Fig. 6 is a plan View of a form of my Sorting 
tray adapted for use with larger papers than 
the tray illustrated in FigS. 1 to 5 inclusive. 

Fig. 7 is a Vertical, sectional view to an enlarged 
Scale of a part of the structure shown in Fig. 6, 
taken along the line T-1 in Fig. 6, and 

Fig. 8 is a Vertical, Sectional View to an em 
larged Scale of a part of the structure illus 
trated in Fig. 6, taken along the line 8-8 in 
Fig. 6. . 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the Several ViewS, 
The SOrting tray Shown in FigS. 1 and 2 con 

SiSt:S CSSentially Of a flat base l{} of any Suitable 
Imaterial having Sufficient Stiffness to impart sta 
bility to the device, to the end portions of which 
the ends Of a thin retaining strip I l, for exam 
ple, of metal, are secured in any suitable manner, 
for example, by Screws or rivets, so that said strip 
extends Centrally of the base and from end to 
end thereOf, Said Strip haVing mounted there 
On clipS 12, One for each of the partitions I3 em 
ployed, the lower central portion of each par 
tition being Secured to One of Said clips. 
As more clearly shown in Figs, 2, 3 and 5, each 

Of the ClipS l2 Which is made of thin Sheet mate 
rial, for example, metal, is of double thickness 
at its lower mid-portion, the lower thickness 12q, 
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2 
being horizontal and below and in engagement 
with the bottom surface of the retaining Strip 
f f, while the upper thickness 12b is also horizon 
tal but abo Ve and in engagement With the upper 
Surface of the retaining Strip f I, Said thickneSSes 
being joined by folds 12c which are slotted to per 
mit the Strip ! Î to extend through Said folds, the 
material of the clip being enough Wider than 
the Strip f { to leave uninterrupted portions of 
Said folds Sufficient to Constitute an effective con 
nection between the thicknesses 12a, and I2b at 
the outer opposite edges of the clip. The upper 
end portions f2d of the clip are bent from the 
mid-portion of the upper thickneSS Í2b, to extend 
Vertically upwards adjacent, the lower mid-pOr 
tion of the partition 13 Supported thereby, to 
which Said vertical end portions are secured, for 
example, by riVetS Î &. The partitions f3 are 
made of any Suitable thin sheet material, for 
example, pressboard or metal, haVing Sufficient 
stability to majntain them in Substantially Verti 
cal position and extending transversely of Said 
Strip I !, as required for the uses to which the 
Sorting tray may be put. The partitions l3 
may be proVided with classification indications, 
either by means of card holders l5 or otherwise, 
depending upon the Sorting requirements. 
AS a result of the Construction described, the 

partitions f3 are held Substantially in Vertical 
position, and may be freely mowed towards and 
from each other, and as many Of Said partitionS 
may be used aS desired for any SOrting OperatiOrì, 
depending upon the requirements from time to 
time. To permit free movement of the end clips 
12. as near to the ends of the strip If as its faS 
temingS Will permit, the ends of the Strip I f are 
preferably Suitably Spaced from the base 10, as 
indicated. 
In using the Sorting tray described, Where it is 

desired to increase the separation of the upper 
portions of adjacent partitions momentarily, for 
example, to insert papers between Said partitionS, 
any Said partition may be tilted Somewhat from 
its Vertical position as illustrated in Fig. 4, Wit}ì- 
Out changing its permanent Spacing for the 
Sorting operation then im hand, from adjacent 
partitions, the amount of Said tilting which is 
readily awailable being determined by the flex 
ibility and resilience of the strip f I, which reSil 
ience returns the tilted partition to its Vertical 
pOSition when the pressure tilting it is released. 
The tilting action described may be faCilitated by 
making the Slots in the folds 12c Somewhat widef 
Vertically than the thickness of the Strip f I, and 
Correspondingly inCrea.Sing the Spacing Of the 
Clip thicknesses l2q, and I2b from each Other”. 
Where the use and location of the Sorting tray 

are temporary and Subject to frequent change, 
and there is no need for hOuISing Or enclOSing it, 
the tray may be used Without additional Struc 
ture than that so far described in Connection with 
FigS. 1 to 5 inclusiVe. Where, howeVer, the loca 
tion of the tray is desired to be Semi-permanent, 
and/or it is desired to partly or entirely house it, 
the tray may be placed in any Suitable C0ntainer 
16 as illustrated in FigS. 1 and 2, which container 
may haVe any desired depth depending up0n the 
purpose it is intended to SerVe. The container #3 
shown in FigS. 1 and 2, is illustrative of any Suit 
able housing that may be desired for the tray, 
for example, a, box with or without a Cower, the 
drawer of a filing Cabinet, the drawer Of a deSk, 
or any equivalent housing. Where the location 
of the tray relatively to the c0ntainer is apt tO 
be temporary, the tray described may be lOOSely 
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contained in the housing, but where the tray iS 
desired to be permanently aSSociated with itS 
housing, it may be secured to the bottom Wall Of 
the container in any Suitable manner, for eX 
ample, by screws, or if preferred in Such caSeS, 
the tray may be built into the container Struc 
ture by Securing the ends of the retaining Strip 
f | directly to the bottom wall of the container, 
which bottom wall then becomes the flat baS8 
Of the SOrting tray. 
The Construction of Sorting tray illustrated in 

Figs. 6, 7 and 8 is adapted particularly for the 
Sorting of larger papers than can be conveniently 
Sorted with the Construction of Fig.S. 1 to 5 in 
clusiVe. 
The Sorting tray shown in FigS. 6, 7 and 8 C0}ì- 

Sists of a flat base 20 to the end portions 0f 
which the ends of two parallel retaining strips 2? 
of thin Sheet material, for example, metal, are 
Suitably Secured, for example, by Screws or rivets, 
the ends of Said Strips being preferably Suitably 
Spaced from Said base to afford free imOVement 
of the partition clips as near to the ends Of Said 
Strips as the end structure and Support of Said 
StripS Will permit, 
Each of the strips 2# is provided with a, longi 

tudinal slot 2ld, haVing Substantially parallel 
edgeS. and extending nearly from end t0 end Of 
the Strip. The unslotted end portions of each 
Strip are only of Sufficient extent longitudinally 
of the Strip to p0sitiVely hold the edge porti0nS 
of the strip in definite normal position relatively 
to each other and to afford Con Venient engage 
ment with the deVices Securing the end portionS 
of the Strip to the base. If preferred, each Of 
the strips 2! may be built up from tW0 narrower 
parallel StripS Spaced laterally from each Other 
an - amount equal to the width of the Slot 2 id. 
and Securely fastened at their ends to the base 
to maintain Said lateral Spacing. 
Each of the stripS 2! Supports a plurality Of 

partition clips 22 for longitudinal moVerment in 
its slot 2 fd, and one of Said Clips in each of Said 
Slots is Secured to one of the partitions 23 to hold 
Said partition in Substantially Vertical p0Siti01ì 
tranSVerSely of Said StripS 2 #, that is to Say, the 
first Clip in each of Said Slots is Sectired to the 
first partition, the Second clip in each 0f Said 
SlotS is Secured to the Second partition and SO 0n, 
as a result of which each partition 23 is provided 
at its lower portion with twO Spaced SupportS. 
AS Shown in Figs, 7 and 8, each of the clips 22 

consists of a strip of Sheet material, for example, 
metal, folded at its mid-portion to have horizon 
tal lower and upper thickneSSeS 22q, and 226 re 
Spectively, preSSed closely together and connected 
by folds 22c, both of Said thicknesses being below 
the corresponding retaining strip 2 #. The upper 
end portions 22d of the clip are bent from the 
mid-portion of the upper thickness 22b, to extend 
Vertically upwards adjacent, the lower portion of 
the partition 23 Supported thereby, to which Said 
Vertical end portions are Secured, for example, 
by riVets 24. The partitions 23 may be made of 
material similar to the material of the partitionS 
!3, and the partitions 23 may be pr0Vided with 
Classification indicationS in any desired manne: 
whether by Card holderS or Otherwise. 
The material of the clips 22 is SOmewhat wider 

than the width of the Slots 2{d, and the edgeS 
of the Vertical portions 22d of each clip, are pro 
Vided adjacent the thickness 22b of the clip, with 
edge SlotS 22e of such depth that the distance 
acrOSS the clip at the bottoms of Said edge slots 
is a little leSS than the width of the Slots 2?d, g 
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2,229,299 
the height of Said edge Slots 22e being Somewhat 
greater than the thickness of the Strips 2 , tiO 
facilitate tilting any partition 23 from its Verti 
cal position when desired. The Said tilting Of the 
partitions 23 is further facilitated in the Inantnet 
above described in Connection With Fig. 4. 
As a result of the Construction deSCribed, the 

horizontal thicknesses 22a and 22b of the clips 
22 extend under the portions of the StripS 2I ad 
jacent the slots 2 Ia, sufficiently to retain the 
lower portions of the clips between the StripS 2! 
and the base 20, the ConstructiOn at the Same 
time permitting each partition 23 t0 be InOVed 
freely longitudinally of the StripS 2í to effect de 
Sired spacings of the partitions from each Other. 
With this Construction, each partition 23 haS tW0 
Spaced SupportS Which is deSirable Where the par 
titions are of relatively large Size, and the parti 
tions may readily be inserted in place or removed 
from the Sorting tray as desired, by twisting the 
Side portions of the StripS 2! Sufficiently to in 
Sert the thickmeSSeS 22& and 22b thr0ugh the 
Slot;S 2!q, and under Said StripS or to remOVe Said 
thickneSSeS from Under Said StripS. 
The Sorting tray illustrated in Figs. 6, 7 and 8 

may be used as Shown or, if preferred, it may be 
provided with a container in the Sanle rnanner 
and for the Same purp0SeS as abOVe described in 
Connection with the SOrting tray illustrated in 
FigS. 1 to 5 incluSiVe, and it is SuSCeptible Of the 
many uses and has the many adVantages of the 
tray Shown in FigS. 1 to 5, the principal difference 
being that the tray Shown in FigS. 6, 7 and 8 is 
adapted for use with larger sheets of material to 
be Sorted Or claSSified, than is the tray ShoWn 
im FigS. 1 to 5 incluS?Ve. 
While I have shown my in Vention in the par 

ticular embodiments above described, it will be 
understood that I do not limit myself theret0, aS 
I may employ equiValents there0f With0ut de 
parting from the Scope of the appended clairnS. 
What I Clairm is: 
1. Tn a Sorting tray, the combination of a flat. 

base, a horizontal Strip of thin Sheet material 
ClOSely adjacent and Secured at its endS tO Said 
base, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitionS 
of thin Sheet materia! extending tranSVerSely Of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material Se 
Cured to the lower portions of Said partitionS Sup 
pOrting and retaining Said partitions in Sliding 
relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each of Said 
Clips having a horizontally disp0Sed mid-portion 
held between Said Strip and Said base for Sliding 
movement longitudinally of Said Strip and haVing 
also Vertically extending end portions adjacent 
the Corresponding partition and Secured thereto 
to Support Said partitiošì. 

2. In a Sorting tray, the combinati0m of a flat. 
baSe, a horizontal Strip of thin Sheet material 
Closely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
baSe, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitionS 
of thin Sheet material extending tranSVerSely of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material Se 
cured to the lower portions of Said partitionS Sup 
porting and retaining Said partitions in Sliding 
relation longitudinaily of Said Strip, each Of Said 
clips having a horizontally disposed mid-portion 
held between Said Strip and Said base for Siding 
movement, longitudinally of Said Str?p and hawing 
also Vertically extenditag end portionS 3d?3Ceint, 
the Corresponding partition and Secured thereto 
to Support Said partition, each of Said clips hav 
ing Slots engaging Said Strip and holding Said 
clip im Sliding engagement With Said Strip. 

3. In a SOrting tray, the COrnbination of a flat 

3 
base, a horizontal strip of thin sheet material 
closely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
base, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitionS 
Of thin Sheet material extending tranSVerSely Of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet Imaterial Se 
Cured to the lower portions Of Said partitionS 
Supporting and retaining Said partitions in Slid 
ing relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each of 
Said clips haVing a horizOntally disp0Sed mid 
portion held between Said Strip and Said base for 
Sliding rãìOVerment, longitudinally Of Said Strip and 
haVing alSO Vertically extending end p0rtions ad 
jacent the Corresponding partition and Secured 
thereto tO Support Said partition, Said Strip being 
reSilient and tending to hold Said partitions im 
Substantially Vertical position and permitting the 
t?lting of a desired partition from its Vertical 
position. Y 

4. In a Sorting tray, the combination of a flat, 
baSe, a horizOntal Strip of thin Sheet material 
closely adjacent and SeCured at its ends to Said 
base, a plurality of Vertically disp0Sed partitionS 
Of thin Sheet material extending tranSVersely 0f 
Said Strip, 2nd clips of folded sheet material Se 
CU?red to the lower portionS Of Said partitionS Sup 
p0rting and retaining Said partitions in Sliding 
Telation longitudinally of Said Strip, each of Said 
clips ha.V?ng a horizOntally dispOSed mid-portion 
held between Said Strip and Said base for Sliding 
m0Vernerat longitudinally of Said Strip and haVing 
alS0 Vertically extending end portions adjacent 
the COrreSpOnding partition and Secured thereto 
t:0 Support Said partition, each of Said clips haV 
ing Sl0{S engaging Said Strip and holding Said 
clip in Sliding engagement with Said strip, said *i 
Strip being reSilient and tending to hold Said par 
titions in Substantially Wertical position and per 
?mitting the tilting of a desired partition from its 
Vertical position. 

5. In a SOrting tray, the C0mbination of a flat. 
baSe, a horizontal strip of thin Sheet material 
CloSely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
base, a plUrality of Vertically disposed partitions 
Of thin Sheet material extending transwerSely of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material Se 
Cured to the lower portions of Said partitionS Sup 
porting and Tetaining Said partitions in Sliding 
relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each of Said 
clips haVing a horizontally disposed mid-portion 
held between Said Strip and Said base for Sliding 
rn0Verment lOngitudinally of Said Strip and having 
also Vertically extending end portions adjacent 
the CorreSpOnding partition and Secured thereto 
tO Support Said partition, each of Said clips haw 
ing Slots engaging Said Strip and holding Said clip 
in Sliding engagement with Said strip, said strip 
being resilient and tending to hold Said partitions 
in Substantially Vertical position and permitting 
the tilting of a desired partition from its Vertical 
position, the Vertical extent of Said Slots being 
greater than the thickness of Said Strip and facil 
itating said tilting movement. 

6. In a SOrting tray, the Combination of a flat 
base, a horizontal Strip of thin and resilient Shee; 
material ClOSely adjacent; and Secured at its emdS 
to Said base, a plurality of Vertically disposed 
partitions of thin Sheet material extending trans 
VerSely Of Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet 

'' material Secured to the lower portions of Said 
partitionS Supporting and retaining Said parti 
tionS in Sliding relation longitudinally of Said 
Strip, each of Said clips haVing a horizontally dis 
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Said base for Sliding movement, longitudinally of 
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tion and Secured thereto t0 Supp0rt Said parti 
tion, each of Said clips having Slots engaging Said 
Strip and holding Said clip in Sliding engagement 
with Said strip, the Vertical extent of Said Slots 
being greater than the thickneSS Of Said Strip 
and facilitating the tilting of a desired partition 
from its Vertical p0Sition. 

7. In a sorting tray, the combination of a flat, 
base, a horizontal strip of thin Sheet material 
closely adjacent, and Secured at its endS tO Said 
base, a plurality of Vertically dispOSed partitionS 
of thin sheet material extending transwerSely of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material 
Secured to the lower portions of Said partitionS 
supporting and retaining Said partitions in Slid 
ing relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each Of 
Said clips having a horizontally diSp0Sed mid 
portion of double thickness, Said thickneSSes be 
ing respectively above and below Said Strip and 
joined by outer edge foldS, Said folds being SpaCed 
a, Substantial distance from each other to impart 
Stable Support to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickmeSS terminating in bent ends extending 
Vertically upwards adjacent the COrreSpOnding 
partition and Secured thereto. 

8. In a Sorting tray, the Combination of a flat. 
base, 3 horizontal Strip of thin Sheet material 
Closely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
baSe, a plurality of Vertically diSpOSed partitionS 
Of thin Sheet material extending transVerSely of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material 
Secured to the lower portions of Said partitions 
Supporting and retaining Said partitions in Slid 
ing Telation longitudinally of Said Strip, each of 
Said clips haVing a horizontally disposed mid 
portion of double thickneSS, Said thicknesses be 
ing reSpectively above and below said Strip and 
joined by outer edge folds, Said folds being Spaced 
a substantial distance from each other to impart 
Stable Support to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickneSS terminating in bent ends extending 
Vertically upwards adjacent the Corresponding 
partition and Secured thereto, Said folds being 
Slotted to facilitate sliding Said Strip there 
through. 

9. In a SOrting tray, the combination of a flat 
baSe, a horizontal Strip of thin sheet material 
CloSely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
baSe, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitions 
Of thin Sheet material extending transversely of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material 
Sectired to the lower portions of Said partitions 
Supporting and retaining Said partitions in Slid 
i:ng relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each of 
Said clipS haVing a horizontally disp0Sed mid 
pCºrtion of double thickneSS, Said thicknesses be 
ing reSpectively above and below Said Strip and 
joined by Outer edge folds, Said folds being Spaced 
a, Substantial distance from each other to impart 
8table Support to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickmeSS terminating in bent ends extending 
Vertically upwards adjacent the CorreSpOnding 
partition and secured thereto, Said folds being 
Slotted to facilitate sliding Said Strip there 
through, Said folded portions being of greater 
width tham the width of Said Strip and COntinuous 
between Said thicknesses around both of the edgeS 
of Said Strip. 

16. fin a Sorting tray, the Combination of a flat. 
bage, a horizontal strip of thin sheet material 
Closely adjacent and Secured at its endS t0 Said 
base, a plurality of Vertically dispOSed partitionS 
Cf thin Sheet material extending tranSVefSely 0f 
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end portions adjacent; the corresponding parti Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material 

Secured to the lower portions of Said partitionS 
Supporting and retaining Said partitionS in Slid 
ing relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each Of 
Said clips having a horizontally disp0Sed mid 
portion of double thickness, Said thicknesses be 
ing reSpectively above and beioW Said Strip and 
joined by outer edge folds, Said folds being Spaced 
a Substantial distance from each other to impart 
stable Support to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickness terminating in bent, ends extending 
Vertically upwards adjacent the COrreSpOnding 
partition and Secured thereto, Said Strip being 
reSilient and tending to hold Said partitions in 
Substantially Vertical position and permitting the 
tilting of a desired partition from its Vertical 
p0Sition. 

11. In a, Sorting tray, the combination of a flat, 
base, a horizontal Strip of thin and resilient Sheet 
material closely adjacent and Secured at its ends 
to Said base, a plurality of Vertically disposed 
partitions of thin sheet material extending trans 
VerSely of Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet ma 
terial Secured to the lower portions of Said parti 
tionS Supporting and retaining Said partitions in 
Sliding relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each 
of Said clips having a horizontally disposed mid 
portion of double thickneSS, Said thicknesses be 
ing reSpectiVely abOVe and below Said Strip and 
joined by outer edge folds, Said folds being Spaced 
a, Substantial distance from each other to impart 
Stable Supp0rt to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickneSS terminating in bent ends extending 
Vertically upwards adjacent the corresponding 
partition and Secured thereto, Said folds being 
Slotted to facilitate Sliding Said Strip there 
through, the Vertical extent of Said Slots being 
greater than the thickneSS Of Said Strip and 
facilitating the tilting Of a desired partition frOm 
itS Vertical position. 

12. In a, Sorting tray, the combination of a flat 
base, a horiZOntal Strip of thin Sheet material 
ClOSely adjacent, and Secured at its ends to Said 
baSe, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitionS 
of thin Sheet material extending transwerSely of 
Said strip, and clips of folded sheet. material 
Secured to the lower portions of Said parti 
tionS Supporting and retaining Said partitions in 
Sliding relatiOn longitudinally Of Said Strip, each 
Of Said ClipS haVing a horizontally diSposed mid 
portion of double thickness, Said thicknesses be 
ing FeSpectiVely above and below Said Strip and 
joined by outer edge foldS, Said folds being Spaced 
a. Substantial distance from each Other to impart 
Stable Support to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickness terminating iri bent ends extending 
Vertically t}pwards adjacent, the Corresponding 
partition and Secured thereto, Said folds being 
Slotted to fa,Cilitate Sliding Said Strip there 
through, Said strip being resilient; and tending to 
hold Said partitions in Substantially Vertical pOSi 
tion and permitting the tilting of a desired parti 
tion from its Vertical position, the Vertical extent 
of Said Slots being greater than the thickneSS Of 
Said Strip and facilitating Said tilting movement. 

13. În a, Sorting tray, the Combination Of a flat 
base, a horizontal strip of thin and resilient Sheet 
material ClOSely adjacent; and Secured at its endS 
to Said base, a plurality of Vertically disposed par 
titions of thin Sheet material extending trans 
VerSe}y of Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet ma 
terial Secured to the lower portions Of Said parti 
tions SupportiÝng and retaining Said partitionS in 
Sliding relation longitudinally of Said Strip, each 
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• 0f thin Sheet material extending transversely of of Said clips ha.V?ng a horizontally disposed mid 

p0rtiOn Of double thickneSS, Said thicknesses be 
ing reSpectively above and below said Strip and 
joined by Outer edge folds, said folds being Spaced 
a, Substantial distance from each other to impart 
Stable Support to the attached partition, Said up 
per thickneSS terminating in bent ends extend 
ing Vertically upwards adjacent the correspond 
ing partition and Secured thereto, Said folds being 
Slotted to facilitate Sliding said Strip there 
through, Said folded portions being of greater 
Width than the width of Said Strip and contin?ous 
between Said thicknesses around both of the edgeS 
of Said strip, the vertical extent of said slots be 
ing greater than the thickneSS of Said Strip and 
facilitating the tilting of a desired partition from 
itS Vertical p0Sition. 

14. In a sorting tray, the combination of a flat 
baSe, a horizontal Strip of thin Sheet material 
ClOSely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
baSe, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitions 
Of thin Sheet material extending transwerSely of 
Said Strip, and Clips of folded sheet material Se 
Cured to the 10Wer p0rtions of Said partitions Sup 
p0rting and retaining Said partitions in Sliding 
relation l0ngitudinally of Said Strip, Said Strip 
haVing a, longitudinal slot therein from adjacent 
One Of its ends to adjacent the other of its ends, 

, each of said clips having a horizontally disposed 
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mid-portion of double thickness below said Strip 
and joined by edge folds Spaced a substantial . 
distance from each other to impart stable Sup 
pOrt to the attached partition, the upper one of 
Said thickneSSeS terminating in bent ends extend 
ing Vertically upwards through the slot in Said 
Strip, and adjacent the CorrespOnding partition 
and Secured thereto, Said clip being Wider than 
the width of Said slot and haVing edge Slots in 
line With Said Strip, the inner ends of Said edge 
Sl0üS being Spaced slightly leSS than the width of 
Said Strip Slot to receive Said Strip in Said edge 
SlotS. 

15. Trì a, Sorting tray, the combination of a flat. 
base, a horizontal Strip of thin sheet material 
ClOSely adjacent and Secured at its ends to Said 
baSe, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitions 
of thin Sheet material extending transversely of 
Said Strip, and clips of folded sheet material se 
Cured to the lower portions of Said partitions Sup 
porting and retaining Said partitions in Sliding 
relation longitudinally of Said Strip, Said Strip 
haVing a longitudinal Slot therein from adjacent 
one of its ends to adjacent the other of its ends, 
each Of Said clips haWing a horizontally dispOSed 
mid-portion of double thickness below Said Strip 
and joined by edge folds Spaced a Substantial 
distance from each Other to impart stable Sup 
port to the attached partition, the upper One of 
Said thickneSSeS terminating in bent ends eX 
tending Vertically upwards through the Slot in 
Said Strip and adjacent the Corresponding parti 
tion and Secured thereto, Said clip being Wider 
than the width of Said Slot and having edge slotS 
in line with Said strip, the inner ends of Said edge 
Slots being Spaced Slightly leSS than the width Of 
Said Strip Slot to receive Said Strip in Said edge 
Slots, Said Strip being reSilient and tending t0 hOld 
Said partitions in Substantially Vertical position 
and permitting the tilting of a desired partition 
from its Vertical position. 

16. In a sorting tray, the combination of a flat. 
base, a horizontal Strip of thin Sheet material 
closely adjacent and Secured at its endS tO Said 
base, a plurality of Vertically disposed partitionS 
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Said strip, and clips of folded sheet material Se 
Cured to the lower portions of Said partitions 
Supporting and retaining Said partitions in Slid 
ing relation longitudinally of said Strip, said strip 
haVing a longitudinal slot therein from adjacent 
One of its ends to adjacent the other of its ends, 
each Of Said clips having a horizontally disposed 
inid-portion of double thickness below said strip 
and joined by edge folds Spaced a substantial 
distance from each other to impart stable sup 
pOrt to the attached partition, the upper one of 
Said thickneSSeS terminating in bent ends ex 
tending Vertically upwards through the slot in 
Said Strip and adjacent the corresponding parti 
tion and Secured thereto, Said clip being wider 
than the width of Said slot and having edge slots 
in line With Said Strip, the inner ends of Said 
edge Slots being Spaced slightly less than the 
Width of Said Strip Slot to receive Said strip in 
Said edge Slots, Said Strip being resilient and 
tending to hold Said partition in Substantially 
Vertical pOSition and permitting the tilting of a 
desired partition from its vertical position, the 
Vertical extent of Said edge slots being greater 
than the thickness of Said Strip and facilitating 
Said tilting m0Wement. 

17. In a Sorting tray, the combination of a flat 
baSe, a horizontal Strip of thin and resilient sheet 
rnaterial ClOSely adjacent and secured at its ends 
to Said base, a plurality of vertically disposed 
partitions of thin Sheet material extending 
tranSVersely of Said strip, and clips of folded 
Sheet material Secured to the lower portions of 
Said partitionS Supporting and retaining Said 
partitions in Sliding relation longitudinally of 
Said Strip, Said Strip having a longitudinal slot 
therein from adjacent one of its ends to adja 
Cent the other of its ends, each of Said clips hav 
ing a horizontally disposed mid-portion of double 
thickneSS below Said Strip and joined by edge 
foldS Spaced a Substantial distance from each 
Other to impart stable support to the attached 
partition, the upper one of Said thicknesses termi 
nating in bent ends extending Vertically upwards 
through the Slot in Said Strip and adjacent the 
Corresponding partition and secured thereto, Said 
Clip being Wider than the width of Said slot and 
haVing edge Slots in line with Said Strip, the in 
Iner ends Of Said edge Slots being Spaced slightly 
leSS than the width of Said strip Slot to receive 
Said Strip in Said edge Slots, the Vertical extent 
Of Said edge Slots being greater than the thick 
ImeSS Of Said Strip and facilitating the tilting of 
a desired partition from its Vertical position. 

18. In a SOrting tray, the combination of a flat. 
baSe, two parallel horizontal and spaced strips 
Cf thin Sheet rnaterial closely adjacent and each 
Secured at its ends to Said base, a plurality of 
Vertically diSposed partitions of thin sheet ma 
terial extending transversely of Said strips, and 
Clips of fOlded Sheet material secured to the low 
er portions of Said partitions supporting and re 
taining Said partitions in Sliding relation longi 
tudinally of Said Strips, each of Said clips having 
a. horizontally disposed mid-portion held between 
One Of Said StripS and Said base for sliding move 
ImeÝat longitudinally of Said strip and having also 
Vertically extending end portions adjacent the 
Corresponding partition and Secured thereto to 
Support Said partition. 

19. In a SOrting tray, the combination of a flat. 
base, two parallel horizontal and Spaced strips of 
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10 

15 

20 

6 * 2,229,299 

Secured at its ends to Said base, a plurality Of 
Vertically disposed partitions of thin Sheet ma 
terial extending tranSVerSely of Said StripS, and 
clips of folded sheet material Secured to the lOW 
er portions of Said partitions Supporting and re 
taining Said partitions in Sliding relation longi 
tudinally of Said Strips, each of Said clips haVing 
a horizontally dispOSed mid-portion held between 
One Of Said Strips and Said base for Sliding m0Ve 
ment longitudinally of Said strip and having also 
Vertically extending emd portions adjacent the 
COrreSpOnding partition and Secured thereto t0 
Support Said partition, each of Said Strips being 
TeSilient and tending to hold Said partitions in 
SubStantially Vertical pOsition and permitting the 
tilting of a desired partition from its Vertical 
position. - 

20. In a SOrting tray, the combination of a flat. 
base, two parallel horizontal and Spaced strips 
of thin sheet material closely adjacent and each 
Secured at its ends to Said base, a plurality of 
Vertically diSp0Sed partitions Of thin Sheet mate 
rial extending tranSVerSely of Said Strips, and 
Clips Of fOlded Sheet material SeCured to the lOWer 
portionS Of Said partitionS Supporting and re 

taining Said partitions in Sliding relation longi 
tudinally of Said Strips, each of Said StripS haV 
ing a longitudinal slot therein from adjacent one 
of its ends to adjacent the other of its ends, each 
of Said clips haVing a horizontally diSposed mid 

'' portion of double thickness below one of Said 
Strips and joined by edge folds Spaced a substan 
tial distance from each Other to impart stable 
Supp0rt to the attached partition, the upper one 
Of Said thickneSSeS terminating in bent ends ex 
tending Vertically upwards through the slot in 
the corresponding Strip and adjacent the corre 
Sponding partition and Secured thereto, each Of 
Said Clips being Wider than the width of the COr 
reSpOnding Slot and haVing edge Slots in line with 
the CorreSpOnding Strip, the inner ends Of Said 
edge Slots being Spaced slightly less than the 
width of the corresponding Strip slot to receive 
Said Strip in Said edge Slots, each of Said strips 
being resilient and tending to hold Said parti 
tions in Substantially Vertical p0SitiOn and per 
mitting the tilting of a desired partition from its 
Vertical position. 
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