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‘ 1 i
This invention relates to an adjustablg holder
and more particularly to a device for adjustably

-supporting a'Christmas tree, flag pole, ‘s’ign post”

or like article,

It is among the objects of the present in‘v‘en_tion:
to provide a device for supporting Christmas trees

and like articles which is simple in constitiction,
economical to manufacture and may be easily and
readily: assembled” and ‘disassembled.’ Another
object of the invention is to provide an adjustable
device for supporting ‘a' Christmas- tree -or like
article “which embodies means for compensat-
ing for irregular supporting surface so that the
article may be held i\ a substantially vertical
position. « A further object -of the invention is
to provide a device for supporting -a . Christmas

tree or similar article which readily adapts itself -

for use with trees of varying sizes and shapes. CA
still further object of the invention is to: provide
a.supporting device which will firmly support . a
Christmas tree without the necessity . of resting
the base of the tree directly on the supporting
suriace. Yet another object of the invention is
to provide a device for supporting a Christmas
tree which may be.quickly and readily disassem-
bled and‘may be arranged in.a compact package
for storage or shipping. _

The various objects and advantageous features
of the invention not at this time more particu-

larly enumerated will become more apparent as

the nature of the invention is better understood
from the following detailed deseription taken in
conjunction. with the" accompanying drawings
wherein like reference characters denote corre-
sponding parts and wherein:

Figure 1 is.a perspective view of a device made
in acecordance with this invention showing a por-
tion of the trunk of a Christmas tree supported
thereby, .

Figure 2 is a top plan view-of the device,

Figure 3 is a side elevational view,

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line 4—4 of Figure 3

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional detail taken on
the line 535 of Figure 2;

Figure 6 is a detail perspective view of one of
the side braces, and

Figure 7 is a detail perspective view of one of
the base members, ‘

With reference to the accompanying drawing
the numeral 10 broadly indicates a device made
in accordance with the present invention. fqr
supporting a Christmas tree “A’” or other simi-
lar article comprising a plurality of ‘elongated
side braces i'{ and base members 12.: I preferably
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2 :
employ three base members {2 which are identi-
cal, one of said members being shown in Figure
7 of the drawings.” Each of the base members
12 is formed of shest material, preferably metal,
which' is lonigitudinally .channeled as at 13 inter-
mediate its ends in order to reinforce it and per-
mit the use of lightér gauge material. One end
of ‘the base member 12 i suitably flattened to
form an‘end portion 14 which is apertured at 15
to facilitate the reception of g fastener 1§ for se~
curing the base members to the lower surface of
the article “A.” . Adjacent the outer end thereof
the base member 12 is provided with a plurality
of longitudinally spaced apertures 18.

Associated with each base member 12 is'a side
brace ‘| i- which is-best shown in Pigure. 6 of the
drawings.. The side brace {1 is made of sheet
metal .and preferably shorter and of less width
than:the base member {2, being longitudinally
channeled at {1 for reinforcement.  "The upper
end of the brace 11 is bent to form an angulated
portion 19 which is apertured at:20 for the recep-
tion of fastening means 21 for securing the .por-
tion: 19 to the outer-surface of the article:at a
point. spaced from the lower end. thereof. - The
opposed -end of the side brace 1] is suitably cut
away to form an outwardly extending tongue 22
which is adapted to engage the apertures 18 when
the deviceis in assembled relation with respect to
an article, . SR

In using the device of the present invention to
support a Christmas tree or similay article a plu-
rality of base members 12, preferably three or
more, are assembled with the apertire 15 of the
end portions 14 in alignment, A suitable fasten-
ing means 6 is inserted through the apertures {5
and secured to the bottom of the -article “A”
thereby attaching the base members firmly to the
base of the article. . The portions 19 of side
brages {1 corresponding in number t6 the num-

“ber of the base members 2 are secured. in spaced

relation about the circamference of the article at
a point spaced from the lower end of the article.

The point on the article at which the upper
end of brace 11 is secured is determined by first
inserting the tongue 22 in the most appropriate
aperture. 18 on base member 12 and springing
the outer end of member 12 slightly downwardly
50 that the angle between the base member and
the vertical axis of the article is greater than
ninetly ' degrees. After the portion 19 of the
brace has been secured to the tree, the tongue
22 may be withdrawn from such aperture 18 of
the base member 12 and moved along the mem-
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ber 12 and inserted in an appropriate aperture
so that the support engaging end of the base
member is positioned with respect to said sup-
porting surface as to support the article with
its axis in a vertical position. Thus moving the
brace |l increases or decreases the angle be-
‘tween the vertical axis of the article and base
member- 12 and raisés or lowers the bottom of
the article above the supporting surface and
the plane through the outer ends of the base
members. :

Having thus described my invention what I
desire to obtain by Letters Patent is defined in
the appended claims. :

I claim: :

1. A holder for supporting a Christmas free

or similar article upon a supporting surface .

comprising a plurality of independent = out-
wardly ~extending semi-rigid base members
adapted to have one end fhereof secured to the
lower end surface of the article to be supported
by the holder, said base members having a plu-
rality  of longitudinally spaced apertures adja~
cent the outer ends thereoi, and a semi-rigid
Lrace member associated with each base mem-
ber having one end adapted to-be secured to
the article at a point spaced from :the lower

end surface thereof, said brace members adapted. -

to be secured to the article in substantially the
same horizontal plane, said brace member hav-
ing a tongue formed at one end thereof for
engagement with an aperture of said base mem-

10

30

ber so that the angle between the base member .

and the article is greater than ninety degrees
and the outer extremity of the base member will
be depressed below a horizontal plane through
the lower end surface of the article, said base
members and brace members being so arranged
with respect to the article supported therehy
that the free ends of the base members can be
adjusted universally to support the article on
an irregular supporting surface, and wherein
compressive force Is exerted between the point
of engagement of the brace member with the
article and its associated base member to main-
tain the article in a fixed upright position.
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2. A holder for supporting a Christmas tree
or similar. article upon a supporting surface in-
cluding a. plurality of independently adjustable
angularly disposed semi-rigid base members
having aligned openings through which means
extend for securing the same to the bottom sur-
face of the article supported by the holder, said
base members having a plurality of longitudi-
nally spaced apertures adjacent the free ends
thereof, and semi-rigid brace members arranged
to have their upper ends secured to the article
in substantially the same horizontal plane at
a point spaced from the lower end thereof such
that upon engagement of the free end of the
brace with the apertures of its associated base
member -the angle between the base member
and the longitudinal axis of the article is greater
than 90 degrees whereby the article will be
supported with its lower end spaced from the
supporting surface, said base member and brace
members being so arranged that the free ends
of the base members can he adjusted univer-
sally to support the article on an irregular sup-
porting surface, each of said brace members ex-

 erting compressive force between the point of .
engagement with its associated base member and

the point of attachment to the article whereby
the longitudinal axis of the article is main-
tained in a fixed vertical position, said compres-

‘sive force being independent of any upward di-

recting force from the supporting surface.
WILBUR R. MEREDITH.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
808,308 RiekK oo Oct, 31, 1905
1,319,481 Mahon .- Oct. 21, 1919
1,640,025 Le MY —ceceewl.—_ June 2, 1925
1,653,225 O'Loughlin __..___ Dec. 20, 1927 .
1,912,054 Wright o May 30, 1933
2,410,227  Matthews —___..___ Oct. 29, 1946
2,416,435 Carlberg oo Feb. 25, 1947
2,618,421 Freel oo ~_ Aug, 8, 1950
2,561,693 PIYE e July 24, 1951

S et ek



