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This invention relates generally to accessories for
amusement devices, and more particularly to a novel
carrier for plastic type golf balls.

Conventional practice golf balls generally comprise hol-
low plastic spheres provided with several openings in
their surfaces. By this construction, the ball itself is
extremely light, and the various holes in the surface
provide considerable wind friction to slow the ball after
it is struck by a golf club. Thus, the ball does not travel
too great a distance, and because of its light mass, if it
should strike any object, no appreciable damage will
result.

As in the case of most spherical objects, however,

it is somewhat awkward to carry a number of these ¢

plastic balls about. Carrying the balls in one’s pocket
is simple but results usually in unsightly bulges and
stretching of the clothes. In addition, it is usually neces-
sary to carry a number of tees for use with the balls.

With the above in mind, it it a primary object of
this invention to provide a novel carrier for plastic balls,
particularly practice type golf balls.

More particularly, it is an object to provide a car-
rier for plastic golf balls in which at least five or six
balls may readily be carried about and in which a part
of the carrier serves as a tee so that when the tee is
separated from the carrier for use, the balls are free to
be removed from the carrier.

Still another important object is to provide a carrier
meeting the foregoing objects which may be very eco-
nomically manufactured.

Briefly, these and other objects and advantages of this
invention are attained by providing an elongated member
preferably in the form of a rod adapted to be passed
through substantially diametrically opposite openings in
the practice golf balls. At least one end of this rod
is adapted to be temporarily secured within a base mem-
ber. The base member itself includes an upper portion
having a concave surface for centrally receiving the rod
and serving as a tee when the rod is separated from
the base.

With the foregoing arrangement, one end of the rod
may be inserted in the base member and the balls
threaded thereover, the base member serving as a sup-
port for the rod with the rod extending generally ver-
tically. The other end of the rod may then be closed
by a top tee structure similar to the base. It is then
a simple matter to remove the base or top and slide the
balls as required from the rod.

A second embodiment of the invention contemplates
an inverted U-shaped rod member in which the ends
of the legs of the U terminate in base members. With
this arrangement, many additional balls may be car-
ried, the bridging portion of the U serving as a carry-
ing handle.

A better understanding of the invention will be had
by referring to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a first embodi-
ment of the invention in the absence of balls;

FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 showing
the manner in which a plurality of practice type golf balls
may be supported thereby;

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a second embodi-
ment of the invention; and,

FIGURE 4 is a view showing how part of the car-
rier may be used as a tee.

Referring first to FIGURE 1, the carrier includes an
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elongated member in the form of a rod 10. The lower
end of this rod 10 terminates in a base member 11
which may include a broadened base in the form of a
suction cup 12. The upper end of the base 11 includes
a concave surface portion 13 having a ceniral opening
14 within which the end of the rod 10 may frictionally
be received. With this arrangement, the rod 10 is held
in a substantially vertical position, or if the suction cup
is placed on a vertical surface, the rod will extend hori-
zontally. An upper member 11 may be provided similar
to the base member 11.

Referring to FIGURE 2, there are illustrated a plurality
of plastic type practice golf balls 15 threaded onto the
rod 10. This threading is accomplished by removing
the top member 11’ and passing the rod through sub-
stantially diametrically opposite openings in the balls
15 such as indicated at 15°. The diameter of the rod
10 itself is made smaller than the diameter of the open-
ings 15’ so that no problem is encountered in simply
threading the balls onto the rod. After the balls are
positioned on the rod, the opening 14’ in the member
13’ may be inserted over the top of the rod in a fric-
tion fit.

Referring now to FIGURE 3, there is shown a second
embodiment of the invention in which the upper portion
of the rod similar to the rod 10 is curved over 180
degrees to define a generally inverted U-shaped mem-
ber 16. As shown, the inverted U-shaped member in-
cludes a first leg 17 terminating in a base member 18
substantially identical to the base member 11 for the
embodiment of FIGURE 1. The second leg 19 of the
inverted U-shape similarly terminates in a base member
28 substantially identical to the top member 11’ of
FIGURE 1. These members include central openings
as described for the base member 11 of FIGURE 1
for frictionally receiving the ends of the inverted U-shape
in a manner such that the same may be readily separated.

As shown, the upper bridge portion of the inverted
U-shaped may include a handle 21 for easy carrying
of the device.

In the operation of the carrier of FIGURE 3, the
base members 18 and 20 may be manually removed
and the various balls 22 and 23 threaded on the re-
spective legs by passing the legs through substantially
diametrically opposite openings in the plastic balls. The
base members 18 and 20 may then be reinserted on the
ends of the inverted U-shaped rod to hold the balls in
place and the balls may then be carried about by the
handle 21. As in the case of the embodiment of FIG-
URE 1, when it is desired to practice golf, the base
members 18 and 24 may be removed and used as tees
for the balls.

FIGURE 4 illustrates, by way of example, the base
member 20 separated for use as a tee for supporting
one of the balls 23 preparatory to being hit by a club 24.

From the foregoing description, it will thus be evi-
dent that the present invention has provided an ex-
tremely simple means for supporting and carrying plastic
type practice golf balls. The structure is simple and the
base members serve the dual functions of retaining the
balls on the rod and serving as an individual tee for
the balls.

What is claimed is:

1. A carrier for practice golf balls, each of the type
comstituting a hollow plastic sphere with a plurality of
openings passing through its surface, comprising: an
elongated rod of diameter smaller than the diameter
of said openings in said balls whereby said balls may
be threaded onto said rod by passing said rod through
substantially diametrically opposite openings in said balis;
and separable base members on the ends of said rod,
each of said base members having opposite upper and
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lower concave surfaces, the upper surfaces of said base
members including central openings into which the ends
of said rod extend respectively, said upper concave sur-
faces functioning. as a tee for said balls when separated
from said rod.

2. A carrier; according to claim 1, in which said rod
curves over 180 degrees to define an inverted- U-shaped
member, the bridging portion of said U-shaped member
defining a handle for carrying said balls.
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