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Claims. 

This invention relates to squash-racket courts 
and the like. 

Hitherto, the Walls of courts such as squash 
racket courts, racket courts, fives courts and 
the like have been constructed of an opaque 
material Such for example as bricks and plaster 
or Wood and it has only been possible for a 
limited number of spectators to view the play 
therein from a stand or gallery located at the 
upper part of one or more of the walls and dis 
posed outside the playing area. Further, in ad 
dition to this disadvantage, the view of the play 
thus obtained has not been entirely satisfactory. 

It is the chief object of the invention to pro 
Wide an improved construction whereby a large 
number of spectators may be enabled to view the 
play and a better-view thereof may be obtained, 
While at the same time the playing surfaces of 
the walls are not materially changed. 
According to the invention one or more of the 

bounding walls of a court of the kind above re 
ferred to are constructed, wholly or in part of 
One or more transparent or substantially trans 
parent panels so formed that during play they 
appear opaque to players within the court but 
allow spectators outside said court to view the play. The transparent panels may, for example, 
include one or more sheets of glass, unbreakable 
or Safety glass, celluloid or any other suitable 
transparent material and preferably one or both 
faces of Such layers are treated in a manner, and 
for the purpose hereinafter described. Further, 
a screen of net or other suitable material is pref 
erably disposed on the outer face of the trans 
parent layers, said screen being retained in posi 
tion in any desired manner. 
In order that the said invention may be clear 

ly understood and readily carried into effect the 
same will now be more fully described with ref 
erence to the accompanying diagrammatic draw 
ing in which:- 

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a panel, one 
portion being broken away to show the forma 
tion thereof. 

- Figure 2 shows one method of mounting the 
panels in position. 
Figure 3 shows a portion of a court constructed 

in accordance with the invention. 
The transparent panels employed in connec 

tion with the construction of a court according 
to the invention may, for example, comprise one 
Or more sheets of glass, unbreakable or safety 
glass, celluloid or similar substances, or combi 
nations thereof. 
Referring to Figure 1 which shows one form of 

(C. 189-1) 

panel adapted to be employed in the construc 
tion of a court according to the invention O 
denotes a sheet of glass or other transparent 
material Which in the embodiment illustrated is 
roughened or otherwise treated on the surface 
fi, for example in the manner indicated. In this 
example the Surface of the sheet 0 is provided 
With a plurality of frosted areas 2 which may, 
for example, be of one millimetre in diameter 
and So Spaced that there Will be, for example, 
Six or Seven thereof to the inch. As indicated 
in the figure the areas f2 may be arranged in 
rows in staggered relationship or in any other 
Suitable manner. In certain cases two or more 
layerS of glass or Other transparent Substance 
may be employed in place of the single sheet 0, 
one or both surfaces of each layer being rough 
ened if desired. It is not essential that the 
roughening should be effected in the patterned 
nanner indicated above, since any other method 
of evenly distributed obscuration may be em 
ployed which will attain the end in view. The 
surface is in fact roughened or treated in such 
a way as to provide a certain degree of obscura 
tion or opacity and to ensure that the material 
will only be partially transparent. Further the 
surface is roughened to abolish or reduce dis 
turbing reflections from the surface of the panel, 
whilst at the same time providing a surface 
which Will be evenly illuminated by any suitable 
light source. The roughening also produces a 
surface which is similar or substantially similar, 
having regard to its action on the ball while in 
play, to the surfaces of the Walls hitherto em 
ployed or the surfaces of those walls or parts 
thereof which are not composed of transparent 
panels. In order to ensure that the panels when 
in position will appear relatively opaque to play 
ers within the court a screen 3, Figure 1, is pro 
vided on the outer surface of sheet 0. The 
screen 3 may comprise white or coloured net 
or other suitable material of the type indicated 
in the figure. Which may be Secured in position 
in the manner ShoWn by means of an additional 
sheet 4 of glass or other transparent material 
which is adapted to maintain said net, or the like 
in a flat condition and to prevent it from be 
coming dirty. In certain cases the sheet 4 may 
be dispensed with and the screen may be so 
suspended that it will hang loosely adjacent the 
outer face of the panel or panels. 
the mesh may be Varied as desired, but prefer 
ably it should be in the region of 25-30 to the 
inch. Instead of employing net or the like a.s. 
above described, it may be feasible to employ 
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sheets of perforated metal suitably coloured on 
both Surfaces. Further, coloured transparent 
material of the celluloid type, or tinted glass, 
may be used in place of, or in addition to the 
net or perforated metal, or if desired in certain 
cases latticed screens or shutters in the form 
of louvres may be employed. It may be feasible 
also in certain cases to dispense with the rough 
ening of the Surfaces of the panel and to employ 
only the layer of net or its equivalent on the 
outer face. 
A portion of one form of court is shown dia 

grammatically in Figure 3 and in this construc 
tion the entire walls 5 are formed by the panels 
above described. In certain cases, for example, 
in a squash-racket court, a fourth Wall is pro 
vided in which a door is located to allow acceSS 
to the court and if desired this fourth Wall and 
the door may be constructed wholly or in part of 
the transparent panels. The panels may be 
mounted for example on suitable frames formed 
by T shaped girders 6 in the manner indicated 
in Figure 2 and the frames may themselves in 
turn be secured to a main framework of girders 
or the like (not shown). In the embodiment 
shown in this figure each panel is Secured at a 
plurality of points adjacent its edges by means 
of bolts or studs 8 the heads of which are coun 
tersunk in the manner shown to lie flush with the 
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playing surface of the panels. The bolts pass 
through apertures in the limbs of the T shaped 
girders and are secured by nuts 9. The T shaped 
girders may, if necessary, be supported by Suit 
able externally disposed struts or the like indi 
cated by 7 to ensure that the wall so constructed 
will withstand the strain to which it is subjected 
during play. If desired, the T shaped girders 
may be dispensed With and the panels Supported 
on channelled girders and in Such a case the 
panels may be Secured at each COrner by a COun 
tersunk bolt such as f8, the arrangement being 
such that one bolt will serve to Secure the con 
tacting corners of four panels, the portions of the 
panels adjacent the corners being clamped be 
tween each bolt head and its respective girder. 
The panels may, however, be secured in other 
Ways such as contact bevelling but the whole con 
struction should be such that the inner Surfaces 
of the panels will be flush with each other to pro 
duce an even playing surface, the girders and the 
Supporting frames being So disposed that they 
Will be outside the court When completed. If de 
sired, instead of forming all of the walls of trans 
parent material in the manner above described 

55 One or more of said Walls may be constructed 
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wholly or in part in the manner hitherto em 
ployed, for example of bricks and plaster or wood, 
one or more apertures or the like being provided 
therein, if desired, in which a transparent panel 
or panels may be mounted in the manner above 
described or in any other suitable manner. In 
those cases where the panels are mounted in ap 
ertures in opaque Walls, they may be secured in 
position in any Suitable manner So as to lie flush 
with the playing surface of the wall in which they 
are mounted. The whole construction whether 
composed wholly or partially of transparent 
panels may be strengthened in known manner by 
the provision of suitable tie-beams, transverse 
Struts and the like (not shown) at or adjacent the 
upper part of the Walls, Said beams or struts being 
SO constructed and arranged as to lie outside the 
normal trajectory of the ball when in play. Fur 
ther, the beams, struts, or the like, may be suit 
ably coloured to match the interior of the court. 

2,107,141 
When a court constructed in accordance with 

the invention is in use the interior thereof should 
be well lighted While the exterior should be less 
well lighted So that the spectators may follow the 
play from the exterior of the court and the play 
ers Will not be hindered by their presence. Any 
suitable lighting may be employed but preferably 
the light should be as white as possible when the 
game is played with dark coloured balls in a court 
having white Walls. To this end, the light en 
ployed may be Screened through suitable filters 
Such as frosted glass, muslin, net, gauze or like 
materials, in order to diffuse the light and at the 
same time to whiten it to ensure that any Wall or 
Walls Or parts thereof which consist of the panels 
Will resemble in whiteness as nearly as possible 
any other Wall or Walls or parts thereof which are 
constructed of opaque materials. Similarly, when 
the game is played in a court having dark Walls, 
the Source of illumination may be colour screened 
So that the light reflected from the wall or walls 
or from any part thereof may be dark in colour. 
In all cases it is desirable to direct the major por 
tion of the light vertically downwards into the 
court so as to escape a direct glare on the specta 
tors. In certain cases it may be desirable to pro 
Wide blinds or the like formed of a Suitable opaque 
material on the outer faces of the walls or parts 
thereof which are constructed of, or include the 
transparent panels, Said blinds being adapted to 
act as Screens When the exterior of the court is 
brightly illuminated So that the players may con 
tinue their game without being affected by the 
brilliance of the exterior light. Further, any 
suitable heating System may be disposed adjacent 
the Walls of the Court, Said System being, for ex 
ample, thermostatically or otherwise controlled 
and adapted to maintain the temperature of the 
air surrounding and inside the said court at such 
a level that SWeating of the interior surfaces of 
the Walls Will be prevented. 
As above indicated, the invention is not limited 

in its application to Squash-racket courts since 
it may equally well be applied to racket courts, 
fives courts, or any other games court or the like 
which is normally bounded by walls of an opaque 
material. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is:- 
1. A games court comprising a plurality of up 

standing Walls, one of the surfaces of each of 
which serves as a playing surface, a plurality of 
trainSparent panels constituting at least a part 
of at least One of Said Walls, each of said panels 
having a plurality of opaque zones distributed 
Over its playing Surface and a mesh screen dis 
posed adjacent the other surface of the panels. 

2. A games court comprising a plurality of up 
Standing Walls One of the surfaces of each of 
which Serves as a playing surface, a plurality of 
transparent panels constituting at least a part of 
at least One of Said Walls each of said panels hav 
ing a plurality of opaque Zones distributed over 
its playing Surface, said Zones being arranged in 
rOWS and the rows Staggered with respect to each 
other, a mesh Screen disposed adjacent the other 
Surface of the panels and a further layer of trans 
parent material Over the outer surface of said 
Screen to retain the same in position. 

3. A games court as in claim 2 in which the 
further layer comprises a layer of coloured trans 
parent material. 

4. A games court comprising a plurality of up 
Standing Walls, one of the surfaces of each of 
which Serves as a playing surface, at least one 
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2,107,141 
transparent panel in at least one of said walls 
and flush with the playing surface thereof said 
panel having a plurality of opaque Zones dis 
tributed over its playing surface, a mesh screen 
disposed adjacent the other surface of the panel 
and an adjustable opaque blind disposed on the 
Outer side of said screen. 

5. A games court comprising a plurality of up 
standing Walls, one of the surfaces of each of 
which serves as a playing surface, a plurality of 
transparent panels constituting at least one of 
Said walls, each of Said panels having a plurality 
of opaque Zones distributed over its playing sur 
face, a mesh Screen disposed adjacent the other 

3 
surface of the panels and a supporting framework 
for said panels disposed on the outer side thereof. 

6. A games court as in claim 5, wherein the 
framework comprises girders of T shape in cross 
section and the panels are secured thereto at a 5 
plurality of points adjacent their edges. 

7. A games court as in claim 5, in which the 
framework is of channelled form, the panels 
being Secured thereto at each corner, the air 
rangement being such that one bolt or the like 10 
Would serve to Secure as many as four abutting 
CO6S. - 

GEORGE HERBERT COT, 


