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To all whom it may concern.: 
Be it known that I, FRANK L. RUzICKA, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at 7th Street and Cass Ayenue, in the 
city of St. Louis and State of Missouri, have 
inwented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Stake Locks, of which the follow ing is a Specification. 

The object of my invention is to male 
a stake pocket and Stake with a lock for Se 
curing the stake in the Stake pocket. Itis 
highly adyantageous to be able to lock the 
stake in the stake pocket So as to prewent 
loss through disengagement of the Stake. 
The lock must be simple in construction, 
lend itself readily to multiple construction, 
must be positive in its action, must Securely 
hold the stake in the stake pocket in an up 
right position, and prevent the Stake from: 
rocking in the Stake pocket. The lock must 
be readily accessible, easily operated and 
reasonably concealed so as to remove the 
temptation of an unauthorized person from 
removing the stake from its pocket. The 
lock must be durable, simply Imade and per 
mit of simple repair and replacement of 
parts. The lock must be made So as not 
to appreciably increase the Weight orbulk 
of the stake or pocket, must be made of few 
parts and So positioned in the Stake that the 
lock will not be mutilated with an abuse of 
the Stake. With this and other objects in 
view, my invention has relation to certain 
novel features of construction and arrange 
ments of parts as will hereinafter be more 
fully described, pointed out in the claims 
and ilustrated in the drawings in which– 

Fig. 1 is a perspective View of my stake 
pocket and stake with the lock showing the 
stake in erect position in its pocket. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of my stake 
and Stake pocket together with the lock, 
and 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional elevation 
of my stake, stake pocket, lock, and con cealing plate. 
Numeral 5 designates the section of the 

side rail of a Wagon frame, numera? 6 desig 
nates a stake pocket Secured to the rail 5 by 
means of the bolts 7. Numeral 8 desig 
natesa portion of a Stake which fits into the 
pocket 6 in the conventional manner. In 
the Stake pocket 6, on its external front sur 
face is formed, a rectangular notch 9. 
Numera? 10 designates a spring element 
which is Secured to the stake 8 by means of 

the nut and bolt 11. in the Stake 8 is formed, a longitudinal depression 12 into 
Which the Spring element 10 fits so that its 
?ower free end permits of a movement in 
and Out of the longitudinal depression 12. 
The lower end of the spring element 10 is 
bent under the bottom of the Stake S and 
Counter-Sunk so as to form a flush surface 
With the bottom of the Stake 8. On the 
Spring element 10 near its lower and free 
endis formed atriangular prismatic pro 
jection 10, having a base, the width of 
Which is equal to the width of notch 9 and 
the length of whichis equal to the length of 
the notch 9. It Will be seen that by depres 
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sing the Spring element 10 manually by 
holding it at the portion extending below 
the Stake pocket 6 that the triangular pris 
matic projection 10 may be moved in and 
Out Ofengagement with the notch 9. When 
the engagement is established the stake 8 is 
locked in the stake pocket 6. When the en 
gagement is broken by compressing the 
Spring element 10, the Stake may be easily 
diselgaged from its Stake pocketin the con 
Ventionalmanner. It is highly adyanta 
geous to have the fit between the triangu 
lar prismatic projection 10° and the notch 
9 exact So that there can be no lateral move 
nent between them because a precluding of 
this lateral movement precludes the lateral 
movement of the Stake 8 in the pocket 6. 
ff this lateral movement is not prewented, 
the Stake 8 will be subject to wear and dis 
integration at the portion of it that comes 
in contact with the stake pocket 6. 
Numeral 13 designatesa portion of a con 

cealing plate which is secured over the ex 
terna face of the pocket 6 thereby obscur ing the triangular prismatic projection 10” 
and the notch 9. This concealing plate usu 
aly runs around the entire wagon rail 5 
and performs a similar function at each 
stake pocket. 
What I claim and mean to Secure by Let ters Patent is: 
1. In combination with a stake pocket having a notch, a stake having a projection, 

the projection On Said stake and the notch 
in Said stake pocket being So positioned on 
their respective elements as to permit of 
Selective engagement between Said projec 
tion and Said notch, and means of conceal 
ing the notch of Said stake pocket, and the 
projection On Said stake. 

2. In combination with a stake pocket 
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having a notch formed therein, a stake hav 
ing a longitudinal depression formed there 
in for a portion of its length, a spring ele 
ment having a projection formed thereon, 
Said spring element Secured at its one end 
in the depression in Said stake and free to 
wibrate at its loose end, said stake pocket 
and stake being So formed as to permit the 
placing of Said stake in said stake pocket 

and the selective engagement of the projec- 10 
tion on said spring element with the notch 
in said stake pocket, the free end of Said 
spring element being bent filush with the 
bottom of Said stake, a plate secured over 
the external surface of Said stake pocket. 
In testimony whereof I afix my signa 

ture. 
FRANK L. RUZICKA. 
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