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1 Claim.

This invention relates to improvements in
infant’s pants, and more particularly to an in-
fant’s garment consisting of an outer cover of
waterproof material fashioned after the manner
of a pair of snug fitting trunks and an inner lin-

ing or pad of soft absorbent material readily

removable for disposal.

(CL

As the foregoing description suggests, the im-.

proved garment replaces the more common
diaper, and the object of the invention is to
combine the essential features of comfort, pro-
tection, ease of pad changing and avoidance of
all possible sources of irritation and discomfort.

The pads, as the separable and disposable ele-
ment of the garment, should be made as cheaply
as possible so as to permit of their purchase in
quantity, and therefore another object of the in-
vention is to provide an inexpensive but satis-
- factory method of fastening the pads into the
outer and relative permanent cover, without add-
ing to the initial cost thereof.

One of the objections to similar garments now
on the market is the lack of any fastening for
the pads, with the result that ‘they tend to
“bunch up,” causing an uncomfortable condi-
tion, apart from leaving much to be desired in
effectiveness. Presumably the failure to provide
a suitable fastening for the pads has been
prompted by the belief that any positive fasten-
ing involves the use of safety pins or other metal-
lic fasteners, and this would mean some addi-

tional cost or the exposure of metal parts coupled

with a sacrifice of comfort in the fit of the
garment, . :

But the improved garment herein disclosed
has solved the problem of securely fastening the
pads in the cover without sacrificing any of the
other desirable features of the garment, and a
preferred embodiment thereof is disclosed in the
accompanying drawing, in which )

Figure 1 is a general view in perspective of the
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improved infant’s pants as it is made up to fit

the body;
- Figure 2 is an enlarged detail view of one
corner section of the garment showing the man-
ner in which the pad is fastened into the outer
cover;

Figure 3 is a plan view of the outer waterproof
cover, spread out to receive a pad; and .

Figure 4 is a plan view of a pad fashioned to
fit the cover of Figure 3.

As clearly shown in Figure 1, the garment is
fashioned to fit saugly about the lower trunk
portion of the infant’s body and consists of a
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- the legs and upwardly at front and back and

then fastened at the waist, preferably by safety
pins inserted through pairs of overlapping tabs
at each corner. . )

The garment consists of two parts, the cover
or outer garment { and the removable pad 2
forming an absorbent lining for the cover. The
cover is preferably made of a single piece of a
light weight non-elastic waterproof material
with elastic tabs 3 attached at each of the four
corners, as shown in Figure 3. Manifestly, any
suitable material may be used for the main part
of the cover including any one of several water-
proof sheet materials such as a synthetic sheet
rubber known as “Koroseal.”

Without the tabs 3, the main body of the
cover | is merely a strip of the selected material
of the proper length and width with its side
edges cut to form the rounded leg openings and -
preferably bound by lengths of tape 4, 4. The
end edges of the cover are hemmed and stitched
and at one end two or more tucks are taken in
the material, as at 5, to give a greater fullness
in the seat, this being the only difference be-
tween the front and back of the garment.

The tabs 3 are small ear-shaped pieces, pref-
erably of a stout knitted ribbed material with a
one-way stretch in a direction transverse of its
ribbing, and having their exposed edges suit-
ably bound or reinforced. These tabs are sewed
at 6 to the side edges of the cover and project
laterally from each corner, with the ribbing ex-
tending lengthwise so that the stretch or elas-
ticity is crosswise of the cover. .

Also at each corner of the cover | and: along
the inner edges of the tabs 3 are the pad fasten-
ers 1, preferably of the two-part snap type, and
arranged as follows: A short length of tape
8 is sewed fast to the cover material and forms
the foundation for the head or base portion T=
of & snap-fastener (Figure 2). Also sewed along
the inner edge 6 of the tab 3 is g short loop of
tape 8 forming a free tab or flap carrying. the
other half or socketed part 1° of the snap-
fastener 1, the two parts being brought into
fastening position by grasping the flap 9 and
pressing the two parts together. Incidentally,
the tape flap 9 being of loop form permits the
fastener member 1° to be carried on the inner
Ply of tape so that no metal is exposed to come
in contact with the infant’s body when the
fastener is closed. ‘

The corner mounted fasteners T serve to hold
the pad 2 in place, these pads being preferably

somewhat elongated affair that passes between 55 superimposed laminations of any suitable proc-




2-/
essed cellulose fibre of superior absorbent prop-
‘ertles. The outline or pattern of these pads
(Figure 4) follows that of the main body portion
of the cover, although preferably cut slightly
narrower throughout its central portion so as to
~le well within the leg openings when the pants
are being worn. Otherwise, the pads are cut to
fit the inner surface of the cover, except at the
corners, where their edges fall just inside the
inner edges of the tabs 8 but with each corner
overlying the fixed part 1@ of a snap fastener 7.

And finally, each corner of.the pad is punched -

with a small hole 28, so located as to register
with the corresponding snap-fastener 7. Thus,
" to insert a fresh pad into the cover it is only nec-
essary to lay the cover cut flatwise with the in-
ner side up and then fasten down each corner of
the pad by centering the holes 2¢ over the pro-
jecting heads of the fastener part 72 and then
bring the flap 9 over and pressing down the
other fastener part 1b, it being observed that the
pad material is sufficiently compressible to allow
the parts of the fastener to snap together read-
ily. :
When the pad 2 has been inserted in place and
fastened, the garment is applied in the rather
obvious manner, bringing the pairs of elastic
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securely fastening the disposable pads into the
outer protective covering, with increased comfort
to the wearer and without sacrificing the ease
and convenience of making pad changes. More-~
over, no cost is'added to the manufacture of the
pads which, being ordinarily die-cut, would in-
clude the punching of the holes in one and the
same operation. -

Having set forth g preferred embodiment of
the invention, I claim: .

In an infant’s garment of the character de-
scribed, the combination of an outer waterproof
cover of generally rectangular shape, the oppo-
site longitudinal edges heing slightly concaved
intermediate their ends and the opposite edges
being more or less parallel, each of the four cor-
ners being provided with an outwardly project-
ing tab of material which is stretchable in a di-

. rection transversely of the longitudinal axis of
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the rectangular cover, there being one member

. of a snap fastener attached at each corner of

the recta’ngulg.r body portion proper spaced
somewhat inwardiy from the longitudinal edge

- thereof, the other member of the snap fastener

being mounted on the inner face of a length of

- tape attached substantially at the juncture of

tabs 8 together at each side in overlapping rela- |

tion and fastening them by safety pins {0, as
shown in Figure 1.
- With this arrangement of elastic tabs, the gar-
ment can be properly adjusted to the child and
yet there is ample elasticity at the waist to hold
it in place without binding. In other words, the
elastic tabs alone provide ample give at the
waist, since it is quite essential that there be
no stretching of the cover material between the
points of the pad fastening, because this would
subject the pads to strain and the possibility of
the material pulling out of the fasteners.
- Thus, the advantage of the herein disclosed
garment is the unique yet practical method of
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the outfer portion of each body corner and its
elastic tab, an absorbent pad member substan-
tially of the same shape as the body proper
adapted to overlie the inner face of the body
proper, such pad member having at each corner
an opening adapted when the pad is in position
to register with, and lie between, the engaging.
members of the snap fastener when in closed
position whereby said snap fastener holds the
pad detachably in position and whereby the body
portion of the garment may be passed upwardly
bhetween the legs, at the front and rear, of a
child’s body and fastened at the waist through
said stretchable tabs.
MARIE XKRAFT.



