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CRIBBING

Application filed March 22, 1929. Serial No. 349,021

~ The present invention relates to cribbing,
and is particularly concerned with cribbing
of the closed face type; that is, cribbing
adapted to be present a substantially closed
forward wall.

The closed face cribbings of the prior art,
as a general rule, are provided with headers
which have heads projecting from the face
of the cribbing, where they detract from the
appearance of the cribbing, and in some cases,
such projecting heads may be broken off, ren-
dering the header ineffective to perform its
function. The headers in the prior cribbings
have also been so associated with the stretch-
ers that any header bears the weight of the
headers and stretchers above it, and the bear-
ing strength of the header has limited the
height to which a cribbing may be built.

One of the objects of the invention is the
provision of an improved closed face crib-
bing structure in which the face of the crib-

"bing has no projecting parts to mar its ap-

pearance, or capable of being broken off.

Another object is the provision of an im-
proved cribbing in which substantially the
entire top and bottom surfaces of the stretch-
ers may be used as bearing surfaces, thereby
greatly increasing the strength of the crib-
bing and the practical height to which the
cribbing may be built,

Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of an improved eribbing in which the
headers are merely used to prevent lateral
movement of the stretchers, without support-
ing the cribbing above them, and in which
the headers are enclosed and protected by
the stretchers at the face of the cribbing..

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following de-
scription and from the accompanying draw-,
ings, in which similar characters of reference
indicate similar parts throughout the sev-
eral views. :

Referring to the drawings, of which there
are two sheets;

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a cribbing con-
structed according to the present invention;

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of a portion
of the same cribbing; ~

Fig. 8 is a sectional view taken on the
plane of the line 3—3 of Fig. 2; ;

Fig. 4 is an exploded view in perspective
showing the ends if a pair of headers and
stretchers about to be assembled as shown
in Fig. 1. :

In the embodiment chosen to illustrate the

invention, 10 indicates the cribbing in its en- -

tirety, which may. consist of a - forward
stretcher wall 11, a plurality of transverse or
backwardly extending header walls 12, and
one or more longitudinally extending rear
stretcher walls. 13. o

The rear wall stretchers 15 may consist of
elongated concrete members having plane
rectangular sides and ends, the rear stretchers

- being preferably square in cross-section, so as

to eliminate any possibility of the stretchers
being laid on the wrong side. The headers
14 may comprise elongated concrete members
of substantially rectangular cross-section
provided at one or both ends with heads 16

. of substantially T-shape. That is, the heads

16 are formed by providing the ends of the
headers 14 with two laterally projecting legs
or members 17, also substantially rectangular
in cross-section, forming transverse shoulders
18 at the ends of headers 14 for engaging the.

outside of adjacent stretchers to prevent lat-

eral movement of said stretchers. The length
of any leg 17 on the header 14 is preferably
less than one-half the depth of the stretchers
15 so that the legs 17 do not engage adjacent
parts of the headers above or below them.
The stretchers 20 comprise elongated con-
crete members, each of which is provided with
a plane rectangular face 19 adapted to form
a part of the substantially closed and finished
forward surface of the stretcher wall 11.
Each of the front stretchers 20 is also provid-
ed with a substantially plane upper bearing
surface 21 and a substantially plane lower
bearing surface 22, which may comprise sub-
stantially the entire top and bottom surface
of the front stretcher 20.
~ In some embodiments of the invention, the
front stretchers 20 may be provided with a
longitudinally extending slot 23 at one side
for forming a drainage slot when the front
stretchersarein an assembledrelationasshown:
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in Fig. 1, and in the preferred embodiment, it
is contemplated that the drainage opening
may be reduced to about one inch in width,
thereby overcoming the objection present in
the prior cribbings of the filling material
leaching through the face of the wall.

In order to give the face of the forward
wall 11 a uniform appearance, the faces 19
of the front stretchers 20 may be uniformly
provided with a beveled surface 24 surround-
ing the face 19, and the width of the beveled
portion upon the face may be substantially
equal to the width of the slot 23.

At each of its ends, each of the front
stretchers 20 is provided with a head 25 which
may be formed by substantially widening
the stretcher 20 adjacent the ends to increase
the bearing surfaces and’ provide space for

the formation of the longitudinally project-

ing lug 26, header receiving slot or socket 27
and header concealing portion or apron 28.

In order to form the head 25, each stretcher
20 is provided with an end portion of greater
width having substantially parallel sides at
29, anid having a tapering portion at 30." The
central portion 81 of each front stretcher may
be of the usual thickness provided in stretch-
ers for cribbing. The head 25 of each front
stretcher 20 is provided with a longitudinally
extending lug 26, which may be of substan-
tially rectangular cross-section, and which is
adapted to have an interlocking engagement
with the legs 17 on headers 14. '

The lugs 26 are of slightly less length than
half the horizontal thickness of the headers
14, so that adjacent lugs 26 on two front
stretchers 20 may be placed end to end with-
out interference for supporting one header 14.
The header concealing portion 28 of the head
25 on front stretchers 20, comprises an inte-
gral forward part of the stretcher having a
plane rectangular end, which is-adapted to
abut flatly against a similar portion of an
adjacent header, and which is of equal length
or slightly greater length than one-half the
horizontal width of a header 14, to insure the
complete closure of the cribbing at the ends
of the stretchers. ~ :

In order to form a socket in the assembled

“front cribbing wall 11 for each of the head-

ers 14, the head 25 of each front stretcher 20
is cut away at its ends, forming a vertical slot
27 between lug 26 and header concealing por-
tion 28. The horizontal width of slot 27 is
equal to or slightly greater than the hori-
zontal thickness of one of the legs 17, measur-
ing longitudinally of header 14 so that a leg
17 may be received in slot 27.

_The vertical dimension-of lug 26 in Fig. 4
is slightly more than one-half the length of
the'lug 17 carried by headers 14, so that each
header will be supported upon the lug 26
without engagement between successive head-
ers in the walls 12. The heads 25 of front
stretchers 20 are also cut away above and be-

‘lateral movement of the stretchers.
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low the lugs 26 at 32 and 38 to provide a
space above and below the lug 26 for receiv-
ing half of the body portion 84 of the headers
14.

It will thus be observed that when two
of the front stretchers 20 are placed end to
end, the faces 19 of the front stretchers will
form. a continuous closed face wall 11, the
lugs 26 will abut against each other and the
adjacent heads 25 of the stretchers will form
sockets for receiving the heads 16 on head-
ers 14, as well as a short portion of head-
er body 34 immediately adjacent heads 16.

It should be understood that if desired, a
closed face wall 11 may be provided at both
the front and back of the cribbing, or two
closed face walls may be provided with a
plurality of intermediate walls formed of
stretchers 15, -held in place by several se-
ries of headers 14.

It should also be understood that both the
headers and stretchers will be reinforced
with metal members located in the corners
of the concrete members adjacent the sur-
face and having portions extending into all
of the projecting lugs or formations.

The mode of assembly of the present crib-
bing may be best understood from Figs. 3
and 4. If desired, the usual foundation
may be provided for the longitudinally ex-
tending cribbing walls, after which a plu-
rality of the front stretchers 20 may be laid
end to.end upon the foundation for the front
wall 11. - A plurality of the rear stretchers
15 are then laid end to end paraliel to the
front stretchers 20 and spaced therefrom
a distance determined by the headers 14, aft--
er which headers 14 may be laid with one
head 16 in the socket formed at the ends of
stretchers 20 and opposite head 16, outside
of stretchers 15. The legs 17 on headers i4
will then engage the outside of lugs 26 on
stretchers 20, but the heads 16 will be con-
cealed behind the front portion 28 of stretch-
ers 20, and substantially half of the heads
14 will project above the stretchers 20 to
be received in a similar socket formed by the
two adjacent stretchers above the first course
of stretchers.

Referring to Fig. 3, it will be noted that
the proportions of the parts are such that
sufficient tolerance is provided at 35 and 36
between parts of the headers 14, so that each
header is merely supported upon the lugs 26,
but the headers do not support each other,
nor do they support the weight of stretchers
above them. By reason of the engagement
of shoulders 18 on the headers 14 with the
shoulders on lugs 26 and with parts of
stretchers 15, the stretcher walls are inter-
locked with the header walls so as to prevent
At the
stretcher walls, constructed with the stretch-

ers 20, the headers are secured against lat-

eral or longitudinal ‘movement, and . the
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stretchers are secured against lateral move-
ment outward or inward.
The wall may be completed by laying ad-
ditional front stretchers 20 upon the %ront
5 stretchers already laid and by alternately
placing headers 14 across parts of stretchers
90 and 15, as shown in Fig. 3.

If desired, a number of auxiliary stretch-
ers 15 may be placed beneath the lowest head-
er 14 adjacent the lowest front stretcher 20
in order to give increased bearing surface
for the entire structure when the filling is
in place.

Tt will thus be observed that the cribbing
constructed according to the present inven-
tion is provided with a closed face wall
adapted to give a finished appearance to
the. cribbing, and adapted to enclose and
protect the headers. Furthermore, the
stretchers may be provided with a greatly
increased bearing surface and laid directly
upon each other, so that the present cribbing
may utilize the entire length of the stretch-
er as bearing surface, as distinguished from
the cribbings of the prior art where the bear-
ing surface is limited to the contacting por-
tion of two transverse members:

While I have illustrated a preferred em-
bodiment of my invention, many modifica-
tions may be made without departing from
the spirit of the invention, and I do not wish
to be limited to the precise details of con-
struction set forth, but desire to avail my-
self of all changes within the scope of the
appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
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T claim is new and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent of the United States, is:

1. In a cribbing, the combination of a plu-
40 rality of front stretchers having plane for-
ward surfaces, plane upper surfaces and plane
bottom surfaces, with a plurality of headers
extending transversely to said stretchers,
said stretchers being laid upon each other and
adjacent to each other to form a closed face
wall, and interlocking shoulders carried by
said headers and stretchers behind said closed
face for preventing lateral movement of said
stretchers, said shoulders comprising .a T-
shaped formation at the end of said headers,
and o longitudinally projecting lug at the
ends of said stretchers.

9. A stretcher for cribbing comprising a
pre-cast member having plane bottom sur-
face and a plane upper surface and having a
plane forward surface, said stretcher having
an enlarged end portion with a longitudinal-
ly projecting forward apron for enclosing in-
terlocking connections between said stretcher
and other units and said stretcher having a
longitudinally projecting lug located behind
said apromn. ‘

3. A stretcher for cribbing comprising a
pre-cast member having plane bottom surface
65 and a plane upper surface and having a plane
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forward surface, said stretcher having an en-
larged end portion with a longitudinally pro-
jecting forward apron for enclosing interlock-
ing connections between said stretcher and
other units and said stretcher having a lon-
gitudinally projecting lug located behind said
apron, said lug being located between the top
and bottom of said stretcher and said stretch-
er having a slot between said lug and said
apron for receiving complementary parts on
a header.

4. In a cribbing, the combination of a plu-
rality of front stretchers having plane for-
ward surfaces, plane upper surfaces and plane
bottom surfaces, with a plurality of headers
extending transversely to said stretchers, said
stretchers being laid upon each other and
adjacent to each other to form a closed face
wall, said header having vertically project-
ing lugs for engaging with said stretcher and
said stretcher having longitudinally project-
ing aprons for enclosing said lugs, said
stretcher having a longitudinally projecting
lug located on the side of said header opposite
to said aprons. :

5. In a cribbing the combination of a plu-
rality of front stretchers each having upper
and lower plane surfaces said stretchers being
laid one upon the other to form a closed face
flush forward wall, said stretchers each being
formed with a longitudinally projecting
apron at each end and a longitudinally pro-
jecting lug behind said apron forming re-
cesses in sald cribbing for receiving interlock-
ing lugs behind said apron, said interlocking
lugs being carried by transverse headers.

6. A stretcher for cribbing walls, compris-
ing a precast concrete member having a plane
upper surface, a plane lower surface and a
plane forward surface, said stretcher having
a slot extending longitudinally into its end
to form a longitudinaily extending lug on the
end of said stretcher for supporting a header,
and a longitudinally extending apron carried
by each of said stretcher to close the face of
the cribbing in front of said lug, said stretch-
er having a bevel located on the forward cor-
ners of its face and having a drainage slot
corresponding in depth to the projection of
said bevel on a vertical plane.

Tn witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe
my name this 15 day of March, 1929.

JOHN S. HUNTOON.
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