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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James H. Harpeg,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bernice, in the parish of Union and State
of Louisiana, have invented a new and use-
ful Stirrup, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to stirrups and has
for an object to provide a stirrup having a
saddle strap clamp adapted to form a hous-
ing around the stirrup-engaging bend of
the saddle strap and to connect the stirrup
to the strap without twisting the strap.

The invention consists of certain novel
details of construction and combination of
parts which will be hereinafter more fully
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawing forming
part of this specification—Figure 1 is a
perspective view of my improved stirrup.
IFig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
through the stirrup. Fig. 8 is a transverse
sectional view taken on the line A—DB of
Fig. 2.

One of the disadvantages found in stir-
rups heretofore constructed is that the stir-
rup engaging bend of the saddle strap is
unprotected so that in portions of the coun-
try where a rider encounters a great deal
of brush, the stirrup must be provided with
a fender to protect the stirrup and saddle
strap bend from injury. To obviate this
difficulty I have provided a clamp which
will engage the saddle strap bend and in-
close the side, bottom and end faces of the
same and to which a metal or other durable
foot loop is pivotally connected and com-
fortably supports the foot of the rider.

Referring now to the drawing in which
like characters of reference designate simi-
lax parts in the views shown, 4 designates
the locp or bend of a saddle strap or stirrup
leather 5 of the usual or any preferred con-
struction. The subject matter of this in-
vention includes a metallic clamp or casing
6 preferably rectangular and with its sides
and ends inclosing the stirrup leather and
its bottom 16 closed below the bend 5. A
pivot here shown as a pin 7, extends through
the casing and is secured at its ends therein,
and intermediate its ends it passes through
the bend of the strap as shown. Depending
from the sides of the casing is a pair of ap-
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proximately parallel ears 8 and 9 which are
provided centrally with suitable openings
to receive the pivot pins 10 of the stirrup
loop 11.

The stirrup loop 11 is preferably formed
from a single broad band of metal, wood or
like material bent into the shape shown in
and having its terminals drawn to-
gether into parallelism and piveted by
means of the pivot pins 10 to the ears 8 and
9, as shown. The pivotal movement of the
Ioop permits of a comfortable position of
the rider’s feot in the stirrup and further
permits of the foot being readily disengaged
from the stirrup in cases of accident.

Tt will be noted that the loop lies in a
plane at vight angles to the plane of the
ears 8 and 9 so that the saddle strap is not
twisted when the stirrup is In its normal
position.  The saddle strap is thus main-
tained flat aeainst the sweat leather of the
saddle and easily slides back and forth
thereover to conform to the movements of
the horse. It will be further noted that the
loop and clamp being preferably formed of
metal, the stirrup is practically indestructi-
ble under ordinary conditions of service.
With a stirrup of this kind the usual fender
so commonly used to protect the stirrup in
brush countries is unnecessary.

The lateral sides of the casing 6 loosely
engage the lateral sides of the saddle strap
bend, and prevent it from spreading to any
considerable extent so that it will not be
cracked by continuous bulging and narrow-
ing under severe conditions of service.

In the sides of the casing 6 just above its
closed bottom 16 I leave openings 15 par-
allel with the pivot 7. Without the use of
the fender mentioned above (or even with
it) diet and mud will eventually accumulate
within this casing, and these openings are
obviously for the purpose of allowing it to
escape. As the casing is open at the top,
the entrance of rain will serve to wash out
the accuinulated dirt, whose presence might
wear the strap.

What is claimed is:

A stirrup comprising a saddle strap hav-
ing a bend in its lower end, a foot loop hav-
ing parallel upper terminals, a clamp com-
prising a rectangular metal casing surround-
g the bend of the strap and extending
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across its bottom with the lower portion of | In testimony that T claim the foregoing
its sides left open and parallel ears de- | as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
pending from said sides, pivots between said | ture in the presence of two witnesses.

ears and the terminals of the foot loop, and JAMES H. HARPER.
a pivot extending through the casing paral- Witnesses:

lel with said openings therein and through I, B. Nzwrow,

the bend of the strap. ) Y. 8. FoLLEr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”




