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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, Wirriam L. HOOVER,
a citizen of the Unlted States, residing at Nox-
way, in the county of Benton and State of
Towa, have inv ented certain new and useful
Improvements in Strap Splice or Clasp; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mventlou,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appértains to make and use the same,

This invention has relation to -means for
splicing or looping harness-straps; and the ob-
Ject of the improvement is to provide a strap-
splice which may be applied in any case where
a strap breaks, or which may be used for all
purposes where a sewed, riveted, or cemented
splice is used about h’lrness or in forming a
loop in the harness.

My invention therefore consists in a metal-
lic plate of suitable width and length, and
provided with an elongated buttou-slot in one
end and a button or lockmg studin the other,
as hereinafter set forth.

My invention further consists in a meiallic
casing, of suitable length and breadth,formed
or pruvlded with an elongated button.- slot in
one end and a buotton-stud in the other, in
combination with a metallic cover fitting the
walls of the casing and formed or provided
with an elongated button-slot in one end and
a button- stud in the othex, as hereinatter set
forth.

In the dccompanymw dra\vmgs, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view, showing my improvements on a
looped strap. Fig. 2 is a similar view, show-
ing the same applied to sphced straps. I‘w
3 is a longitudinal sectional view of Fig, 1,
and Fig. 4: is a perspective view of the casmw
and cap-plate,

In the annexed drawings, the letter A rep-
reseuts ‘a metallic casing, whiech is struck up
or cast of any desired dimensions, and there-
in formed the elongated button-slot a in one
end thereof, and in the other end fixed by riv-
eting or other means in'the button or lockmw
stud b. This button-stud b projects sutﬁclentlv
above the line of the walls of the casing to
receive the clasping -plate below the flange of
the button, and the neck is choked, or f01 med
with an annular groove fitting the elon gation
of the slot beyond the eye Wthh receives the
button.

The letter B represents the top plate or cover,
also formed with an elongated slot, ¢, and pro-
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v1ded w1bh a stud, d, similar in all respects to
that formed and ﬁxed in the casing. This

slot ¢ and stud d of the cover register re-

spectively with the stud b and slot @.of the cas-
ing, so that when the parts are united they.are
held together by the necks or shouldered por-
tions of the buttnns slipping in the elongated
portions of the: slots and securing the pieces
together.

To apply my improved splice to a strap, a
hole is cut in.the strap for the insertion of the
stud of the casing, and at the proper distauce
from the hole an elongated - slot is made, cor-
responding as near as may be with the elon-
gated slot in the casing. The end of the piece
to be spliced on is then prepared in the same
way to receive the stud of the cover or ¢lamp,
except that the order of perforations is re-
versed. The ends of the straps are thenfixed
in the casing with the stud through them,
and the stud of the cap or cover is then put
through the unoccupied holes, the stud of the
casing through the slot in the eap, and the
cap-then forced under the button, which also
forees the button on the casing side into the
elongation of the slot, and thus the splice is
complete, and the parts securely and strongly
held together. The mode of forming a loop
in a strap is somewhat similar, as seen in Fig.
1 of the drawings.

I reserve theright to vary the construction
and arrangement Tof parts without dealtlnnr
from the spirit of the invention.

What I claim as my invention, and desu‘e to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a means for splicing‘ harness or simi-
lar straps, a metallic plate formed with a lon-
gitudinal - elongated button-slot in one end
and a fixed button or locking stnd in the other
end adapted to co-operate with a similarly-
constructed plate, substantially as set forth.

2. A metallic casing, A, formed with side
walls and provided with an elongated button-
slof in one end and a button-stud in the other
end, in combination with a metallic plate, B,
serving as a clasping means, fermed with a
longitudinal elongated button-slot in one end
and a fixed button- stud in the other end sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses,

‘WILLIAM L. HOOVER.

Witnesses:

W.P. McCREARY,
T. LISTENWALTER.
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