No. 843,210. PATENTED FEB. 5, 1907.
‘ C. R. HOAG, ‘

EASEL.
APPLICATION FILED NOY, 16,1904,

Koawsio P il

ATTORNEY.

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., WASHINGTON, D. C.



I0

15

20

25

35

40

45

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHESTER R. HOAG, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO THE WHITE-
HEAD & HOAG COMPANY, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, A CORPORATION

OF NEW JERSEY.

No. 843,210.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 5, 1907,

Application filed November 16, 1904, Serial No. 233,017,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Caester R. Hoag, of
Newark, in the county of Hssex, in the State
of New Jersey, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Kasels, of which the follow-
ing, taken in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

This invention relates to improvements in
easels for supporting advertising signs or
cards, and refers more particularly to the
manner of uniting the leg and brace of the
easel to the backboard of the sign or adver-
tising plate and also to the manner of inter-
locking the brace and leg with each other.

My object is to provide a folding casel the
parts of which are attached to the advertis-
ing plate or sien and are adapted to fold
against the back of said plate or sign so as
to cecupy a minimum space in packing for
storage or transportation.

Other cbjects and uses will be brought out
in the following description.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is & perspective
view of a display-card, showing my improved
easel atteched thereto. Tig. 2 is an enlarged
transverse vertical sectional view of the de-
vice seen in Fig. 1. Tigs. 3 and 4 are similar
seetional views of medified forms of easel, the
upper portion of the display-card and easel
being broken away. Iigs. 5 and 6 are sec-
tional views taken, respectively, on line 5 5,
Fig. 3, and 6 6, Fig. 5.

My improved easel is adapted to be used in
connection with any comparatively light dis-
play-card, such 2s advertising-signs, photo-
oraphs, and siwilar articles which are re-
quired to be placed in a more or less upright
position upon the shelf, mantle, cr other con-
spicucus place.

In the drawings I have shown this casel as
applied to an ornamental display-card 1, of
cellulcid or similer material, upon which ad-
vertising matter is printed, and this display-
card, being formed of extremely thin mate-
rial, is mounted upon a comparatively stiff
backing 2, of ecardboard or similer cheap ma-
terial which is capable of retaining the ad-
vertising-cerd in the form desired, said ad-
vertising-card having its marginal edges, as
3, crimped or turned over the marginal edges
of thebacking 2, to which the printed display-
card 1 is adhesively secured, the marginal
edges 3 being usually lapped upon and ad-

hesively secured to the rear face of the back-
ing 2, as best seen in Fig. 2. A second back-
piece 4, of comparatively thin cardboard and
substantially the same form and size as the
backing 2, is adhesively secured to the rear
face of said backing 2 to cover the overturned
edges 3 of the display-sheet 1, this second
backing 4 being usually mottled or otherwise
printed to give a neat finish to the back of
the display-card. ‘

Prior to the application of the back-piece 4
to the backing 2 the former is provided with
longitudinal slits or cuts 5 and 6, as best seen

i in Fig. 2, the slit 5 being near the top of the

display-card, and the slit 6 is located near the
bottom, the object of said slits being to form
comparatively short pockets in which cer-
tain elements hereinafter described may be
inserted after the back-piece 4 is adhesively
secured to the part 2.

The adhesive is usually applied to one sur-
face of the back-piece; but before it is adhe-
sively applied. to the part 2 I preferably in-
sert 1n the slit 5 one end of a flexible hanger
7, while the other end protrudes some dis-
tance outwardly through the slit 5 and is
provided with an aperture 8, so that by bend-
mg the hanger 7 upwardly to the position
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2 the hanger
may be hung upon a suitable nail or other
support against the wall. A second com-
paratively short strip 9 of thin cardboard or
equivalent material has one end inserted in
the slit 6 and its other end protrudes some
distance outwardly through said slit and may
be deflected laterally or rearwardly, as best
seen in Fig. 2, to form a tongue or flap to
guide the end of the brace 11 in entering its
slit.

It has been previously explained that the
inner surface ol the back-piece 4 is gummed
or provided with an adhesive, so that when
the hanger 7 and strip 9 are inserted into the
slits 5 and 6, respeciively, their inner ends
become adhesively secured to the gummed
face of the part 4 and at the same time pre-
vents the adhesion of the contiguous parts of
the back-piece 4 to the rear face of the back-
ing 2, thus leaving the pockets formed by the
slits 5 and 6 open and more or less flexible.

The easel proper comprises & leg 10 and a
brace 11, the leg 10 having its upper end re-
movably inserted in the slit 5 between the
hanger 7 and backing 2, and although this
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leg is made of a separate piece of cardboard
or other comparatively siff yet flexible ma-
terial and has its upper end removably in-
serted in the pocket or slit 5 it is evident that

‘it may be tipped with glue or other adhesive

and adhesively secured within the pockes or
slit 5, while its lower end is free to fold in-
wardly against the back-piece 4, as shownby
dotted lines in ¥ig. 2, when packed for ship-
ment or storage, or it may be sprung ouc-
wardly to the position seen in Figs. 1 and 2
for supporting the display-card in a substan-
tially upright position upon the shelf or other
SUpport.

The brace 11 has one end inserted in the
slit or pocket 6 between the sirip 9 and back-
ing 2, while its other end projecis some dis-
tance outwardly from the pocket and may
be folded to the dosted posidion seen in Iig.
2 when the device is packed for shipping or
storage, or iy may be sprung to the posidon
seen 1n Figs. 1 and 2 for engaging and brac-
ing the leg 10 against inward compression or
folding.

In order that the free ends of the leg 10
and brace 11 may be locked together, I pro-
vide the brace 11 wish a tongue 12, which en-
ters a slot 13 in the leg 10, as besi seen in Fig.
1. The tongue 12 projeciing a slight disiance
through the slot and being of less widch vhan
the remaining por.ions of the brace, it is ap-
parvent that suicable shoulders or abuimenis
14 are formed on the brace 11 for limiiing the
inward sliding movement of the leg upon the
tongue 12.

It is now apparent that this display-card
1 may be eicher hung upon the wall by means
of the hanger 7 or ic may be supporced in a
substantially upright position by means of
the leg 10 and brace 11, which cons:iiuce a
very simple easel and may be devached from
each other and folded inwardly to the dotted
position seen in Fig. 2 when desired.

The part of the brace 11 which is inserted
in the pocket or slit 6 is preferably lefs free to
be removed or reinserted.

The device shown in Figs. 3, 5, and 6 is
very similar to that shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
except that the back-piece 4 is provided with
a pair of veriical slits 15, in which are insert-
ed the opposite ends of a sirip 16, of cloth or
other material, whereby a loop or pocket is
formed between the sirip 16 and adjacent
face of the back-piece 4 for receiving the
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front end of the brace 11, which is substan-
tiaily the same as that seen in Figs. 1 and 2,
the ends of the strip 16 being adhesively se-
cured beiween the back-piece 4 and part 2 to
Lold is in place, and in this case the front end
of the brace 11 is removably inserted in the
pocket formed by the strip 16.

The device seen in Fig. 4 is also quite simi-
lar to that seen in Figs. 1 and 2, except that
the leg, as 10’, and brace, as 11’, are formed
from the same sirip of cardboard or similar
material, and the front end of the brace is re-
movably inseried in the slit or pocket 6 in
subsianiially the same manner as that seen
in Tig. 2, while the junciion of the leg 10
wich che brace 117 is creased or scored trans-
versely, so that the parcs may be folded one
upon the other to the position shown by dot-
ted lines in Tig. 4.

The consirucdon and operaiion of my in-
ven.ion is believed to be sufficiently dis-
closed 1o enabic any one skilled in the art to
consirucs and use the same.

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In combination with a card having a
back-piece provided with slits one above the
other, a leg having one end inseried in the
upper slit and its lower portion provided with
a transverse slot and a brace having one end
movable into and out of the other slit and its
other end reduced in widch to about the
widih of the slot and inserted into said slot.
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2. The combinaiion with a display-card .

having upper and lower pocke!s or slis, a
hanger inseried in the upper slit, a leg also
inseried in the upper slit and a brace having
one end irseried 1n the lower slit and its other
end engaged with the leg.

3. In combination with a card having a
back-piece provided with slits one above the
other, a leg having one end inseried in the
upper slis and its lower por.on provided with
a iransverse sloi and a brace having one end
inserced in the lower slit and ils other end
slidable in said slot.

In witness whereof T have hereunto set my
hand this 25th day of October, 1904.

CHESTER R. HOAG.

Witnesses:
R. H. Scorr,
Wi A. JONES.
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