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This invention relates to hairpins, particularly 
of the bobby pin type. 

Objects of the invention include the provi 
sion of a hairpin of the bobby pin type which 
will stay in the hair where placed and cannot 
shake out or loosen accidentally; the provision 
of a device of the class described including a 
series of traps for holding the hair in the pin 
and the pinto the head, said traps being of a 
nature in general permitting a relatively easy 
progress of the hair in one direction but resist 
ing passage of the hair in the opposite direction; 
and the provision of a device of the class de 
Scribed including means providing a Substan 
tially tortuous path through which the hair must 
pass in order to leave the pin, in combination 
With a generally triangular trap or container 
for the hair at the closed end of the pin to re 
ceive the main part of the hair for holding the 
pin in place. ... " 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will appear hereinafter. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawing in Which 
Fig. 1 is a view in elevation of a hair fasten 

ing pin according to one form of my in Vention; 
Fig. 2 shows another form of the invention; 
Fig. 3 is a perSpective showing a third form of 

the invention; 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of a still further form of 

the invention; 
Fig. 5 is a view in side elevation of the form 

of the invention shown in Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 is a section on line 6-6 of Fig. 4. 
In the figureS. I have ShoWIll hair fastening 

pins of the bobby pin type according to my in 
wention, it being here noted that all forms of 
the invention are preferably made of fiat wire 
Similar to that used in the Conventional booby 
pin, but round Wire could be used in most cases, 
and I do not limit myself exclusively to the 
bobby pin type of hair fastener. The Fig. 1 coin 
struction shows a pin of flat or round wire hav 
ing What is termed a lower run Starting at 
at the open end of the pin. This lower run origi 
nates as a straight Wire at 2 complementary 
to a straight Wire A on the upper run, the lat 
ter starting With a bent up lip 6 for easy open 
ing of the pin for insertion into the hair. The 
lower run progresses from the flat portion 2 to 
a point 8 wherein it is curved upwardly rela 
tively towards the upper run, the latter being 
more or leSS Correspondingly curved upWardly 
away from the lower run as at 20 so that a nar 
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row passage is created between the points 8 
and 20. 
The upper run extends forwardly slightly as 

shown at 22 and then is reversed on an incline 
24, this incline progressing down approximately 
to a point 26 which lies substantially on a longi 
tudinal central axis of the pin. The lower run 
has a portion 28 corresponding to the portion 
24 and at 30 the portion 28 is reversed to extend 
towards the curve 26 in the upper run forming 
therebetween a second trap. From this point 
the upper run extends forwardly as at 32 corre 
sponding to the contour of the run at 22 and 
thence downwardly at 34 correspondingly to the 
run at 24. The upper run is once more reversed 
at 36 and then again bent rear Wardly at 38 to 
form a closed trap Within the portion & t), the 
closed end of the pin at 42, and a substantially 
Straight portion 46 in the lower run, this portion 
44 extending forwardly to connect with the curve 
therein at 30. . . 

It will be seen that the construction as shown 
in Fig. 1 provides a pin which is easily opened 
to be inserted in the hair, most of the hair being 
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gathered and compressed in the trap defined by 
portion 40 of the upper run and 44 of the lower 
run, but however if Some of the hair is not in 
cluded within this trap then it will undoubtedly 
be located in the Central trap defined by upper 
run portion 34, or in the forward trap defined by 
upper run portion 24 and lower run portion 28. 
In any case in order for the pin to be acciden 
tally removed from the hair it must pass the 
'three traps and must progress along a tortuous 
path from the closed end of the pin to the open 
exit and it Will be seen from this that it is in 
pOSSible for the pin to become accidentally loos 
ened to fall from the head of the user. The Fig. 
1 construction provides a zig-zag path which ex 
tends to both sides of an imaginary central lon 
gitudinal axis of the pin. 
The Fig. 2 construction is in many respects 

Similar to that of Fig. 1 and as a matter of fact 
the upper run 46 thereof is substantially the same 
in conformation. However the lower run is of a 
Somewhat different nature and comprises an in 
Wardly directed loop 48 for each inclined por 
tion of the upper run so that three traps are 
again provided and the tortuous path is some 
What Similar but the zig-zag effect is consider 
ably modified. 

Fig. 3 shows a still further simplified form of 
the device in which the upper run 50 is similar 
to those of the constructions of Figs. 1 and 2 
but the lower run 52 is straight from the open 
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end 54 to the closed loop 56. In this case I prefer 
that the lower run 52 be placed closer to the 
contiguous parts of the upper run and it Will 
be seen that by this means the runs closely ap 
proach each other to form three traps for the 
hair as in the first two described constructions. 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 disclose a modification which 
provides the same end loop trap. 58 as is shown in 
effect in the prior figures, but the Fig. 4 and 5 
construction embodies a run 60 which is straight 
and narrower than the other run 62 and closely 
over or underlies it, being laterally confined by 
depressions 64 in run 62. Depressions 64 are al 
ternately located at the edges of run 62 and by 
this structure the hair is trapped at all points 
along the pin. . 

All the modifications of the invention provide 
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the hair is to be gathered, said runs defining an 
open end and a closed end for the fastener, 
means forming a trap for the hair at the closed 
end of the fastener, said trap comprising a gen 
erally straight portion of one run, a portion of 
the other run diverging from the One run from 
the closed end of the pin towards the open end, 
and a bend in said other run approaching Said 
one run thereby forming a triangular trap having 
its apex at the closed end of the pin, and at least 
one of said runs being provided with relatively 
deep irregularities forming a tortuous path in 
combination with the other of Said runs. Said 
irregularities comprising reverse bends extending 
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first, a generally triangular trap at the closed 
end of the pin for accommodating the main 
tress of hair to which the pin is attached; and 
secondly a series of traps extending from the 
closed end of the pin towards the open end there 
of, all of which traps in each modification co 
operate to form a tortuous path resisting the exit 
of the hair from the pin, whereby the pin may 
be safely anchored in the hair where placed and 
will not fall out, but must be manually with 
drawn as by opening the pin. Each trap pro 
vides three angles each of which may be manu 
ally opened to enlarge the trap and providing 
greater resilience, and the multiple traps provide 
a rip-saw formation in which the elements as 22, 
66, and 68 for example form back stops opposing 
the exit of the hair. 
At 66 and 68 I have indicated loop parts which 

are perpendicular to the bottom run. Any or 
all of these parts may be so made without depart 
ing from the Scope of the invention, and in 
Figs. 4 and 5, the depressions may appear on 
either or both runs. 

Having thus described my invention and the 
advantages thereof, I do not Wish to be limited to 
the details herein disclosed, otherwise than as 
set forth in the claims, but what I claim is: 

1. As an article of manufacture, a pin type hair 
fastener comprising a pair of runs between which 
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rearwardly towards the closed end of the fas 
tener, thence extending forwardly to form the 
next adjacent irregularity. - 

2. As an article of manufacture, a pin type 
hair fastener comprising a pair of legs connected 
at one end, one leg having a portion divergent 
from the other at the connected end, a series of 
S-shaped bends in said one leg approaching the 
other leg to form a series of hair traps of general 
triangular shape, portions of the S-shaped bends 
extending reversely toward the connected end of 
the fastener. . . . . - 

3. As an article of manufacture, a pin type hair 
fastener comprising a pair of closely approaching 
legs connected at one end of the fastener to close 
the same, one leg diverging from the other in a 
direction from the closed end, a bend terminating 
the diverging portion of said one leg and ap 
proaching the other leg to form a generally tri 
angular trap, and means in at least one leg co 
operating with the other leg to provide a tortuous 
path for hair passing from the closed end to the 
open end of the fastener, said means comprising 
a series of reverse bends extending toward the 
connected end of the fastener. 

4. The article of claim 3 wherein said means 
comprises wave-like formations in both legs, the 
crests of the waves in one leg only, overlying the 
valleys thereof, the waves in the other leg being 
in the form of semi circles. 

HENRY J. VIGNEAULT. 


