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This invention relates to a latch designed pri 
marily for latching the hinged sections of the 
hood of an automotive vehicle, but it is to be 
understood, that a latch in accordance with this 
invention is for use in any connection for which 
it may be found applicable, and the invention has 
for its object to provide, in a manner as herein 
after set forth, a latch including a pivotally 
mounted resilient latching member, constituting 
a handle, placed under tension, relative to a 
keeper when and for maintaining it in latching 
position, and releasably held from shifting when 
in non-latching position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide, 

in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a latching 
device including a latching member for pivotal 
Connection to and for extension through and 
from the element to be latched and a means asso 
ciated with said member for releasably holding it 
from shifting when it is in non-latching position. 

Further objects of the invention are to provide, 
in a manner as hereinafter set forth a latch for 
the purpose referred to which is simple in its con 
Struction and arrangement, strong, durable, com 
pact, expeditiously operated to and from latching 
position, functioning as a handle for shifting or 
raising the element With Which it is employed to 
latch, thoroughly efficient in its use, readily in 
Stalled with respect to the element which it is to 
latch and release, and inexpensive to manufac 
ture. 
With the foregoing and other objects which 

may hereinafter appear the invention consists of 
such parts and such combination of parts as will 
be more specifically described and are as illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, wherein is 
ShoWn an embodiment Of the invention but it is 
to be understood that changes, Variations and 
modifications may be reSOrted to Which fall Within 
the scope of the invention as claimed. 
In the drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary view, in Side eleva 

tion of the engine hood of an automotive Vehicle 
showing the adaptation of the latch relative to 
one of the hinged Sides Of the hood. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the latch as 
applied to a hinged side of the hood and to the 
sill of the vehicle and illustrating in full line the 
latch in latching position and in dotted lines in 
non-latching position, and 

Figure 3 is an elevation looking towards the 
inner side of the latch. When installed. 
The latch includes a latching member 4 and a 

keeper member 5. The member 4 is bodily car 
ried by the hinged side 6 of the hood 7. The 

member 5 may be secured to the radiator, sill or 
body of the vehicle... and is shown by Way of 
example aS. Secured by the holdfast devices 8 to 
the Sill 9. The hinged side 6 of the hood in prox 
imity to its forward end edge and its bottom edge 
is formed with a rectangular slot 9 for the 
extension through side 6 of the member 4. 
The latch includes a vertically disposed bracket 
formed of a rectangular base plate 2 provided 

With a pair of spaced parallel apertured ears 3 
approximately at its transverse center. The ears 
f3 extend rearwardly with respect to the rear, 
face 4 of plate 2. The plate 2 is positioned 
against the inner face of side 6 above the slot 0. 
The bottom edge of plate 2 is flush. With the 
upper end Wall of slot . , Holdfast means 4 are 
employed for anchoring the bracket to the 
inner face of hood side 6. Carried by the ears 3 
is a pivot 5 for the latching member 4. 
The latching member 4 consists of a strap of a 

resilient metallic material of the desired length, 
Width, and gauge bent upon itself to provide an 
Outer portion in the form of a large split loop 6 
Constituting a handle, a pair of Superposed curved 
intermediate stretches 7, 8 merging at their 
Outer ends into the ends of loop 6, an upstanding 
OutWardly inclined upper inner stretch 9 merg 
ing at itS upper end into a pair of spaced parallel 
loops 20, 2 for connecting member to the pivot 
5 and merging at its lower end into the inner 
end of Stretch and a depending curved lower 
inner. Stretch form a nose 22 extended from the 
inner end of stretch 8. The stretches , 8 are 
arranged in the slot . . . . 
Mounted on the pivot 5 is a coiled spring 23 

having its end 24 extended and bearing against 
plate 2 and its other end 25 extended and bear 
ing against the stretch 9 below the loops 20, 2 . 
The Spring 23 permanently, tends to maintain the 
loop. 6 in an elevated position and acts to prevent 
the shifting of member 4 on pivot 5 when the 
Side 6 is in a latched or an unlatched position. 
The keeper 5 is vertically disposed and is 

formed from a Strap of metallic materia. Of the 
desired length, Width and gauge and preferably 
of a width greater than that of the strap forming 
the member 4. The keeper 5 consists of a lower 
horizontal stretch 26 which is secured by the 
holdfast means 8 to the lower face of sill 9, a ver 
tical disposed stretch 2 merging at its lower end 
into the outer end of stretch 26 and opposing the 
inner edge of sill 9, an upstanding outwardly 
inclined stretch 28 merging at its lower end into 
the upper end of stretch 27 and an outwardly 
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8 OutWardly 

2 
tuting a retainer for engagement by the nose 22 
for the purpose of releasably retaining the mem 
ber 4 in latched position, 
With reference to Figure 2 the member 4 is 

illustrated in position for latching the side 6 
closed and which is accomplished by the super 
imposing of stretch 29 or nose 22. When releas 
ing side 6, the loop 6 is moved upwardly relative 
to side 6 whereby the nose 22 is removed from 
engagement with stretch 29 and on further up 
Ward movement of loop 6, the stretch 7 engages 
the top wall of slot 0 and the side 6 is elevated. 
When latching side 6, the member 4 is shifted to 
the full line position Figure 2. 
What We claim is:- 
1. In a latch device for an apertured object 

carrying a pivot on one side above its aperture, a 
latching member consisting of a strap of resilient 
material bent upon itself to provide its outer por 
tion in the form of a split loop constituting a 
handle having its ends merging into the Outer 
ends of a pair of Superposed intermediate 
stretches adapted to pass through the aperture 
in the object, the upper one of Said stretches 
merging at its inner end in the lower end of an 
OutWardly inclined upstanding upper inner 
stretch having its upper terminal portion bent 
upon itself and adapted to loosely connect with 
Said pivot, the lower of the said intermediate 
stretches merging at its inner end into the upper 
end of a curved depending lower inner stretch 
Constituting a nose adapted to releasably engage 
a keeper. 

2. In a latch device for an apertured object 
Carrying a pivot. On one side above its aperture, a 
latching member consisting of a strap of resilient 
material bent upon itself to provide its outer por 
tion in the form of a split loop constituting a 
handle having its ends merging into the outer 
ends of a pair of superposed intermediate 
stretches adapted to pass through the aperture 
in the object, the upper one of said stretches 
merging at its inner end in the lower end of an 
outwardly inclined upstanding upper inner 
Stretch having its upper terminal portion bent 
upon itself and adapted to loosely connect with 
Said pivot, the lower of the said intermediate 
stretches merging at its inner end into the upper 
end of a curved depending iOWer inner stretch 
Constituting a nose adapted to releaSably engage 
a keeper, the said intermediate Stretches being of 
Segmental contour and With the arc of the lower 
intermediate stretch greater than the arc of the 
upper intermediate stretch. 

3. In a latch device for an apertured object 
carrying a pivot on one side above its aperture, 
a latching member consisting of a strap of resil 
ient material bent upon itself to provide its outer 
portion in the form of a split loop constituting a 
handle having its ends merging into the outer 
ends of a pair of SuperpOSed intermediate 
Stretches adapted to paSS through the aperture 
in the object, the upper one of said stretches 
merging at its inner end in the lower end of an 

inclined upstanding upper inner 
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stretch having its upper terminal portion bent 
upon itself and adapted to loosely connect with 
Said pivot, the lower of the Said intermediate 
stretches merging at its inner end into the upper 
end of a curved depending lower inner stretch 
Constituting a nose adapted to releasably engage 
a keeper, the said upper terminal portion of the 
inner upper stretch being bifurcated, and a con 
trolling Spring arranged in the said bifurcated 
upper terminal portion and having its ends ex 
tended, said Spring adapted to be mounted on 
said pivot, one of the ends of the spring bearing 
against the rear face of the upper inner stretch 
and the other end of said spring adapted to bear 
against Said object. 

4. In a latch device for an apertured object 
carrying a pivot on One side above its aperture, 
a latching member consisting of a strap of resil 
ient material bent upon itself to provide its outer 
portion in the form of a Split loop constituting 
a handle having its ends merging into the outer 
ends of a pair of Superposed intermediate 
Stretches adapted to pass through the aperture 
in the object, the upper one of said stretches 
merging at its inner end in the lower end of an 
OutWardly inclined upstanding upper inner 
Stretch having its upper terminal portion bent 
upon itself and adapted to loosely connect with 
Said pivot, the lower of the said intermediate 
Stretches merging at its inner end into the upper 
end of a Curved depending lower inner stretch 
Constituting a nose adapted to releasably engage 
a keeper, the said intermediate stretches being of 
Segmental Contour and with the arc of the lower 
intermediate Stretch greater than the arc of the 
upper intermediate stretch, the said upper ter 
minal portion of the inner upper stretch being 
bifurcated, and a controlling spring arranged in 
the Said bifucated upper terminal portion and 
having its ends extended, said spring adapted to 
be mounted on said pivot, one of the ends of the 
Spring bearing against the rear face of the upper 
inner stretch and the other end of said spring 
adapted to bear against said object. 

5. A latching member consisting of a resilient 
Strap-like body having a pair of intermediate 
Curved Superposed stretches movable away from 
each other when the member is in latching posi 
tion and abutting each other when the member 
is in non-latching position, a split loop consti 
tuting a handle, corresponding ends of said 
stretches merging into said loop, and upper and 
lower inner stretches extending in opposite direc 
tions relative to each other, said upper inner 
Stretch being of greater length than the lower 
inner Stretch, merging at one end into the other 
end of the upper intermediate stretch and adapt 
ed to have its other end anchored, and said lower 
inner stretch merging at one end into the other 
end of the lower intermediate stretch and of a 
form to constitute a nose for detachable engage 
ment with a keeper. 

FORREST E. BARBER. 
RAY H. DAVIS. 
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