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To all whom it may concern: w 
Be it known that I, JOHN J. CURRAN, of 

Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of 
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Boxes for Coffee, Spices, &c., 
of which the following is a specification: 
This invention relates to improvements in 

that class of boxes or receptacles employed for 
holding coffee, teas, spices, sugar, and other 
similar articles, in which the articles are stored 
in a suitable receptacle, and delivered from the 
same into a sliding scoop in regulated quan 
tities through an opening provided with a 
slide, which is opened and closed by the in 
Sertion and withdrawal of the scoop. 
The object of the present, invention is to 

render such class of devices more reliable in 
operation, to simplify their construction, 
thereby reducing their cost, and to enable the 
operating parts to be conveniently removed 
for repairs. 
My invention consists of a novel construc. 

tion and combination of parts, which will be 
fully hereinafter described, and specifically 
pointed out in the claims, a preliminary de 
scription being, therefore, deemed unneces. 
sary. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 

a longitudinal central sectional view, showing 
the slide closed and the scoop inserted; Fig. 
2, a similar view with the scoop partially in 
serted, and Fig. 3 a detached view of the 
slide. 1 

Referring to the drawings illustrating my 
invention, the letter A represents a box or 
receptacle, which may be of any desired 
form, but which, in the present example, con 
sists of a hopper having inclined sides. Be 
neath the hopper or receptacle A is suitably 
arranged a rectangular or other shaped casing, 
B, which is closed, except at its front end, 
and is provided with an opening, a, which 
opens into the hopper or receptacle. Near 
the rear end of the casing B is secured a de 
pending hanger, b, into which is set one end 
of a horizontal rod or guideway, C, the oppo 
site end of the guideway or rod being pro 
vided with, and fitting over, a stud, c, near 
the front of the casing, which stud is screw 
threaded, for a purpose to be mentioned here 
after. Upon this guide-rod is arranged the 

slide D, which is provided on its under side 
with two parallel ears or wings, which set on 
opposite sides of the guide-rod, so as to pre 
vent the possibility of its displacement. The 
slide D is provided with a depending spring 
bar, E, provided at one end with a down 
wardly-projecting bifurcated arm, d, which 
straddles and slides upon a guide-wire, e, 
which is connected at one end to the hori 
Zontal guide-rod C, and thenbent downwardly, 
and then horizontally, as at e, and thence in 
clined upwardly, as at f, and its end provided 
with an eye, which also sets over the screw 
stude at the front end of the casing B. The 
lower ends of the bifurcated arms are con 
nected by a wire, q, which forms an abutment, 
for the object hereinafter stated. 
G represents a scoop, constructed in the 

form of a drawer, and it is of such size as to 
snugly fit in the casing B, in which it is in 
serted from the front open end, and near the 
center of the scoop are arranged two arms for 
operating the slide, which arms, in the present 
instance, consist of a vertical wire, q', inclined 
downwardly toward the open rear end of the 
scoop, which arm serves to catch the bifur- . 
cated arm of the spring-bar E, and draw the 
slide D forward to close the opening in the 
top of the casing B when the scoop is with 
drawn from the latter, while the vertical arm 
h, which is inclined downwardly and for. 
wardly, serves to push said bifurcated arm 
backward when the scoop is inserted, in order 
to open communication between the receptacle 
A and casing B. 

It will be seen that the front ends of the 
horizontal guide-rod C and the guide-wire e 
are arranged on the screw-stud c, and both 
are confined thereon by a nut, i, screwed on 
the stud. The object of such is, that by re 
moving the nut the guide-wire and guide-rod 
can be removed from the stud, and all the 
operating parts of the device removed in case 
any disarrangement should occur or repairs 
become necessary. 
The slide D, in the present instance, is 

curved in cross-section, or concave, which per 
mits it to operate freely when the device is 
used for any unground or coarse substances; 
but for fine or ground substances the slide 
may be perfectly flat, 
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What I claim, and desire to secure by. Let. 2. In combination with the receptacle A, 
ters Patent, is- . . . . . . casing B, and slide D, having the spring-arm 

1. The combination of a hopper or suitable E, the guide-rod C and guide-wire e, detach 
receptacle, A, a casing, B, having an opening ably connected at their frontends to the screw 
in its top, a slide, D, traveling on a horizontal stud c, as and for the object specified. . . . . 
guide-rod, C, a spring-arm, E, attached to the In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
slide, and an inclihed guide-wire, e, on which have hereunto set my hand in the presence 
the spring-arm of the slide moves, the whole of the subscribing witnesses. . . 
being constructed for operation in connection JOHN J. CURRAN. 
with a scoop having two arms for operating Witnesses: 
the spring arm E to move the slide, all sub- NATHAN INMAN, 
stantially as described. " . . E. W. WILLIAMs. 

  


