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UNITED STATES 
Patented October 11, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 
MADISON BUCKNER REESE, OF PRESLEY, LOUISIANA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE 

HALF TO HENRY B. MURPHY, OF NAPOLEON, MISSISSIPPI. 
ADJUSTABLE BUGGY-TOF BRACE 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Fatent No. 772,293, dated October 11, 1904. 
Application filed December 15, 1903, Serial No, l85,279, (No model.) 

To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MADISON BUCKNER 

REESE, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Presley P. O., in the parish of Natchitoches 

5 and State of Louisiana, have invented a new 
and useful Adjustable Buggy-Top Brace, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to an adjustable buggy 

top brace. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient de 
vice of great strength and durability adapted 
to be readily applied to the brace or prop of 
a buggy-top and capable of stiffening and 

I5 strengthening the latter, whereby the top of 
the buggy is prevented from becoming loose 
and shaking. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character which will also 
2O be adapted to retain the sections of the hinged 

buggy brace or prop at different angles to 
each other, whereby the buggy-top may be 
raised and held at any desired angle or eleva 
tion. - 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a device which when the joint of the 
brace or prop of a buggy-top becomes broken 
or otherwise defective is adapted to be ap 
plied to the prop or brace as a substitute for 

3o the original joint thereof, whereby the brace 
or prop is rendered as good as new. 
With these and other objects in view the in 

vention consists in the construction and novel 
combination and arrangement of parts here 

35 inafter fully described, illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, and pointed out in the 
claims hereto appended, it being understood 
that various changes in the form, proportion, 
size, and minor details of construction within 

4o the scope of the claims may be resorted to 
without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of the invention. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of 

a buggy-top provided with a device construct 
45 ed in accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 

IO 

25 

is a detail perspective view of the brace. Fig. 
3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the same. 
Fig. 4 is a similar view taken at right angles 
to Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional 

view illustrating the manner of securing the 
adjustable brace to the top-prop. 
Like numerals of reference designate cor 

responding parts in all the figures of the draw ings. 
1 and 2 designate sections or members of 

an adjustable buggy-top brace which is adapt 
ed to be applied to the brace or prop of a 
buggy-top to stiffen and support the same and 
also to secure the top at different elevations 
by locking the members or sections of the 
buggy-top brace or prop at different angles. 
The sections or members 1 and 2 are provided 
at their adjacent ends with a hinge-joint, 
which is arranged at the joint of the brace or 
prop 3 of the buggy-top and which is prefer 
ably composed of alined eyes and a pivot or 
pintle 4. The member or section 1 is prefer 
ably provided with a pair of eyes 5, between 
which is arranged an eye 6 of the section or 
member 2, and the pivot 4 passes through 
registering perforations of the eyes, as clearly 
illustrated in Fig. 4 of the drawings. 
The eye 6 of the section or member 2 is pro 

vided with a series of teeth 7, which form in 
tervening recesses and which provide a curved 
rack or ratchet. The teeth 7, which are ar 
ranged at the periphery of the eye 6, are 
adapted to be engaged by a spring-actuated 
locking. device 8, mounted on the section or 
member 1, in a suitable opening thereof. The 
locking device preferably consists of a bolt 
provided with lateral projections 9 and en 
gaged by a coiled spring 10. The coiled 
spring, which may be arranged in any desired 
manner, is preferably located at the rear end 
of the bolt, and the latter is exteriorly oper 
ated by means of an arm 11, extending through 
a slot 12 of the section or member 1 and pro 
vided at its outer end with a head. The head 
projects beyond the outer face of the section 
or member 1 and is adapted to be readily 
grasped by the operator to withdraw the lock 
ing device from engagement with the teeth 
of the section or member 2. By means of 
the locking device and the teeth the sections 
or members may be held rigidly in alinement 
with each other or at various angles, as will 
be readily understood. 
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The sections or members, which may be 
constructed in any desired manner, may bead 
vantageously formed of a series of members 
or plates, as indicated in Fig. 4, and this will 
enable the opening for the locking device to 
be readily formed. The opening for the 
locking device is laterally enlarged to receive 
the projections 9, which limit the movement 
of the bolt; but, if desired, a coiled spring 
may be disposed on the bolt between the lat 
eral projections and the inner or rear ends 
of the recesses or lateral extensions of the 
opening. 
The device is secured to the prop or brace 

3 of the buggy-top by means of clips 13, con 
sisting of approximately U-shaped plates or 
pieces having laterally-bent ends, which are 
perforated for the reception of bolts 14 or 
other suitable fastening devices. The device 
is preferably arranged on the exterior of the 
prop or brace with the pivot 4 in alinement 
with the pivot of the prop or brace and with 
the section 1 at the bottom, whereby the 
spring-actuated locking device will be within 
easy reach of the occupant of the buggy or 
other vehicle. 

It will be seen that the adjustable brace is 
simple and comparatively inexpensive in con 
struction, that it possesses great strength and 
durability, and that when applied to the prop 
or brace of a buggy-top it will stiffen and 
strengthen the same. Also it will be clear 
that the device is adapted to hold a buggy 
top at different elevations and that it may 
also be applied to a broken prop or brace and 
will render the same as good as new. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A top-prop brace provided with means 
for securing it to the top-prop of a vehicle 
top and composed of two hinged sections or 
members, and means for locking the Sections 
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or members in alinement or at an angle to 
each other, substantially, as described. 

2. A top-prop provided at the joint with a 
brace composed of two hinged sections or 
members provided with means for locking 
them in alinement or at an angle to each 
other, substantially as described. 

3. A top-prop brace composed of two sec 
tions or members hinged together, means for 
securing the sections or members to a top 
prop with the hinge-joint in alinement with 
that of the said top-prop, and means for lock 
ing the sections or members in their adjusted 
position, substantially as described. 

4. A top-prop provided at the joint with a 
brace composed of two sections or members 
hinged together, one of the sections being 
provided with a curved series of teeth, and a 
locking device mounted on the other section 
or member for engaging the teeth, substan 
tially as described. 5. A top-prop provided at the joint with a 
brace extending longitudinally of the prop 
and composed of two sections or members 
provided with alined eyes, one of the eyes 
having a series of teeth, and a locking device 
arranged to engage the teeth for retaining 
the sections or members at the desired ad 
justment, substantially as described. 

6. A top-prop brace composed of two sec 
tions or members hinged together, a locking 
device for securing the sections in alinement 
or at an angle to each other, and clips for se 
curing the sections or members to a top-prop, 
substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. - 

MADISON BUCKNER REESE. 
Witnesses: 

M. C. SIMMONS, 
C. A. PRESLEY. 
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