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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN W. WHITE HEAD, OF SACO, MAINE. 

IMPROVEMENT IN BRAKES FOR SPINNING-MULES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent. No. 34,960, dated January 14, 1873. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoEIN W. WHITEHEAD, 

of the city of Saco, in the county of York and 
State of Maine, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Self-Operating Brakes appli 
cable to spinning-mules and other machinery; 
and I hereby declare the following to be a full 
and exact description of the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying sheet of draw 
ing which forms part of this specification, and 
in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation. Fig. 2 is a plan 
view; and Fig. 3 is an end elevation. 

I designate my invention as a self-operat 
ing brake, and its object is to prevent all jar, 
concussion, recoil, or rebound of the carriage 
as it strikes in or out, which jar or recoil, es 
pecially in spinning fine yarns, causes many 
ends to break, and requires more labor or 
help to operate the mule, involving, of neces 
sity, great expense, loss of time, Waste of ma 
terial, and the production of inferior yarns. 
The following description and reference to 

the drawing will enable any person skilled in 
the art to make and use my invention. 
In the drawing, A is intended to represent the ordinary carriage of a spinning-mule to 

which my brake is attached. a represents a 

cord or chain; b, the small pulley around which 
it passes; c, the large pulley which is received 
under the springs; d d, the springs-all ar 
ranged substantially as shown in the draw 
ling. 
The cord or chain a, passing around the 

small pulley b, serves to keep the carriage A. 
firm and steady as it travels back and forth. 
As the carriage approaches either end the 
large pulley c is received under the spring d, 
which presses fully upon its to and allows 
the carriage to come gradually to a stop, with 
out the thumping or recoil attending the op 
eration of some machines, and which is obvi 
ated by the use of my brake or a similar de 
W1CO - 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States, is 
The combination of the pulley c on the 

mule-carriage with the springs did, substan 
tially as described, and for the purpose men 
tioned. , 

JOHN W. WITEEEAD. 

Witnesses: 
C. C. TEMPLE, 
JOHN R. CARPENTER. 

  


