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(57) Abstract: Provided is a nitride semicon-
ductor laser element having a clad structure
that can reduce the threshold current during
laser oscillation at long wavelengths. An n-
type cladding layer (21), an active layer (25),
and a p-type cladding layer (23) are disposed
in the direction of the normal axis (NX) of a
principal face (17a). The principal face (17a)
is inclined in the direction of the m-axis of a
hexagonal-crystal nitride semiconductor by
an angle (ALPHA) ranging from 63 degrees
to less than 80 degrees relative to a face that
is orthogonal to a reference axis (Cx) extend-
ing in the direction of the c-axis of the
hexagonal-crystal nitride semiconductor. The
active layer (25) is disposed between the n-
type cladding layer (21) and the p-type clad-
ding layer (23). The active layer (25) is dis-
posed in such a way as to generate light hav-
ing a peak wavelength of 480 nm-600 nm,
inclusive. The refractive index of the n-type
cladding layer (21) and the p-type cladding
layer (23) is lower than the refractive index
of GaN. The thickness (Dn) of the n-type
cladding layer (21) is at least 2 pm, and the
thickness (Dp) of the p-type cladding layer
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