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BED PATENT TURN AND HOLD DEVICE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of my co 
pending U.S. patent application, Ser. No. 355,972 and 
now abandoned, filed June 1, 1973. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Various devices have been proposed heretofore for 
turning a person lying on a bed, usually a patient in a 
hospital, nursing home or the like. For example, the de 
vice shown in U.S. Pat. No. 1,334,901 is for this pur 
pose. 
Various other devices have been proposed for hold 

ing a patient, or a particular part of the body, in a con 
fined position on the bed. For example, devices for 
such purposes are shown in British Pat. No. 964,401 
and U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,032,780 and 3,640,273. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a novel and im 
proved device for both turning a person on a bed and 
holding him confined comfortably in the position to 
which he has been turned. It is particularly advanta 
geous for use in hospitals or nursing homes on bed pa 
tients who should remain in the position to which they 
have been turned, either for their own comfort, to facil 
itate their their recovery, or for the convenience of the 
attending personnel. 
Further objects and advantages of this invention will 

be apparent from the following detailed description of 
two presently-preferred embodiments thereof, shown 
in the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of a first embodiment 

of the present turn-and-hold device, 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view showing the 

right side of the FIG. 1 device turned over, with the 
straps there looped over and secured by snap fasteners; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the FIG. de 

vice applied to a patient in a hospital bed to hold him 
turned on one side; 
FIG. 4 is a top perspective view of a second embodi 

ment of the present turn-and-hold device, 
FIG. 5 is a top perspective view of the FIG. 4 device 

in its wrap-around condition, with its opposite side 
edges fastened together; and 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the FIG. 4 de 

vice applied to a bed patient to hold him turned on one 
side. 
Before explaining the present invention in detail, it is 

to be understood that the invention is not limited in its 
application to the details of construction and arrange 
ment of parts illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
since the invention is capable of other embodiments 
and of being practiced or carried out in various ways. 
Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology or ter 
minology employed herein is for the purpose of de 
scription and not of limitation. 
Referring first to FIGS 1-3, the turn-and-hold device 

shown there comprises a flexible, relatively thin sheet 
10 of muslin or other suitable textile fabric that has a 
width several times its length. The width of the sheet is 
greater than the width of the mattress i ! (FIG. 3) of 
the hospital bed on which the device will be used and 
is enough for the sheet to be wrapped substantially 
completely around the bed patient without discomfort 
to him. The length of the sheet 0 is enough to substan 
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tially cover the hips of the bed patient. In one practical 
embodiment, the length of the sheet is 11.5 inches, and 
the width is 54 inches. 
At the left side in FIG. 1, a pair of flexible straps 12 

and 3 extend beyond the side edge 14 of the sheet 
along the latter's opposite transverse edges 15 and 16. 
Similar straps 17 and 18 extend from the opposite side 
edge 9 of the sheet. A fleece cushion 20 extends up 
from the sheet 10 midway between its opposite side 
edges 14 and 19. In one practical embodiment this 
cushion is 11.5 inches long (from edge 15 to edge 16) 
and is 30 inches wide, and it is made of 'Kodel R' poly 
ester pile fabric. 
The strap 18 carries a female snap fastener member 

21 on its outer, free end (remote from the side edge 19 
of the sheet), and the sheet carries three complemen 
tary male snap fastener members 22,23 and 24 located 
along the same transverse edge 6 of the sheet as where 
the strap i3 is located. These snap fastener elements 
22-24 are spaced a few inches apart across the width of 
the sheet, and any one of them may be engaged by the 
fastener member 21 on the free end of strap 18 when 
the strap is looped over as shown in FIG. 2. When these 
fastener elements are snapped together they hold the 
loop closed, but they are manually releasable by the 
nurse or other attendant. 
A similar snap fastener arrangement is provided at 

the other strap 17 and along the corresponding trans 
verse edge 15 of the sheet, and corresponding elements 
of this snap fastener arrangement have the same refer 
ence numerals, with an 'a' suffix added. Snap fasten 
ers at the other straps 12 and 13 have the same refer 
ence numerals, with 'c' and 'd' suffixes, respectively. 
As shown in FIG. 3, this device is placed under the 

patient on the bed with the fleece cushion 20 facing up 
and engaging the patient's hips. If the patient is to be 
turned onto his right side, that side of the sheet 10 is 
wrapped snugly down around the side edge of the mat 
tress 11 and the straps 2 and 3 are tucked under the 
mattress there. The opposite side edge 9 of the sheet 
is lifted up and wrapped over the top of the patient, and 
in the process the sheet turns the patient over onto his 
right side. The straps 7 and 18 are looped clockwise 
in FIG. 3 under, around the outside, and then over the 
top of the top run 25 of the rail on this side of the bed, 
and then the fastener members 2ia and 2 on the free 
ends of these straps are snapped onto a selected pair of 
fastener elements 22a and 22, 23a and 23 or 24a and 
24, on the sheet proper, depending upon the size of the 
patient and the desired degree of snugness with which 
he is to be held in this turned position. 
This device is particularly useful for bed patients who 

are in a coma, or are paraplegic or otherwise immobile 
and should be turned at intervals to avoid pneumonia 
and pressure sores. Also, it is advantageous for taking 
sectal temperatures, giving hypodermic injections and 
other back care. 
This device provides such great leverage that com 

paratively little effort is required for even a small nurse 
or other attendant to turn a heavy patient. After being 
turned, the patient is held snugly and comfortably in 
the turned position, and there is very little possibility 
that he may move out of this position, either acciden 
tally or deliberately. 
FGS. 4-5 show an alternative embodiment which is 

essentially similar to the embodiment of FIGS. 1-3 ex 
cept for the arrangement by which it is fastened in the 
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wrapped-around position after the patient has been 
turned. Elements in the FIG. 4 device which corre 
spond to those in the FIG. 1 device are given the same 
reference numerals, with a 'prime' suffix added. 

In place of the straps and snap fasteners, the device 
of FIGS. 4-6 is provided with S-hooks 30, 31 and 32 
and eyelets in the sheet 10' at its opposite sides. In the 
particular embodiment shown, at the left side the sheet 
has an outer row of three eyelets 33, 34 and 35 located 
just inward from the side edge 14 of the sheet, and an 
inner row of three eyelets 36, 37 and 38 located several 
inches inward from the outer row. At the opposite side, 
the sheet has a similarly located outer row of eyelets 
33a, 34a and 35a, and an inner row of eyelets 36a, 37a 
and 38a. 
Depending upon the size of the patient, the S-hooks 

30, 31 and 32 may be located first in either the outer 
row or the inner row of eyelets on either side of the 
sheet. Then, when the patient is turned, the opposite 
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ends of these hooks are inserted in the eyelets on the 20 
opposite side of the sheet which are brought into over 
lying registration with hook-holding eyelets. Such regis 
tration is provided on the outside of the top rung 25' 
of the bed rail, as shown in FIG. 3, so that now the en 
tire sheet is looped over the bed rail at this side of the 
bed to hold the patient in the position to which he has 
been turned. 

If desired, attachment arrangements for holding the 
sheet wrapped around the bed patient may be provided 
which differ from the two embodiments shown. For ex 
ample, the sheet may have one or more hooks at each 
side edge for engagement over different rungs of the 
bed's side rail toward which the patient is turned. 

I claim: 
1. In a device for turning a person lying on a bed hav 

ing a rail and comprising a flexible sheet means to be 
wrapped around the person, and a cushion means on 
said sheet means at the middle for cushioning the per 
son, said sheet means having side edges extending be 
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4 
yond said cushion means, the improvement which com 
prises: 

first fastener means at a side edge of the sheet means 
for fastening the same to the rail; 

and second fastener means releasably engageable 
with said first fastener means at the rail for releas 
ably holding the sheet means at the rail and 
wrapped around the person on the bed; 

said first fastener means comprising flexible straps 
extending from the sheet means at said one side 
edge, and a snap fastener element on the free end 
of each strap; 

and said second fastener means comprising a plural 
ity of snap fastener elements on the sheet means 
extending from said one side edge and spaced apart 
across its width in alignment with the snap fastener 
elements on the free ends of the straps for selective 
locking engagement individually by the latter. 

2. In a device for turning a person lying on a bed hav 
ing a rail and comprising a flexible sheet means to be 
wrapped around the person, and a cushion means on 
said sheet means at the middle for cushioning the per 
son, said sheet means having side edges extending be 
yond said cushion means, the improvement which com 
prises: 

first fastener means at opposite side edges of the 
sheet means for fastening the same to the rail; 

and second fastener means releasably engageable 
with said first fastener means at the rail for releas 
ably holding the sheet means at the rail and 
wrapped around the person on the bed; 

said first fastener means comprising openings toward 
the opposite side edges of said sheet means; 

and said second fastener means comprising hooks re 
leasably engageable with said openings. 

3. A device according to claim 2 wherein said hooks 
are substantially S-shaped. 


