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Jobhn G. Call, Pikeville, Ky., assignor to The Telatent
Company, Inc Pikeville, Ky., a corporatlon of Ken-
tucky
- Application November 7, 1950,‘Serial No. 194,452

20 Claims. (CL 135—4)

. This invention relates to a novel and improved tent
framework and is continuation-in-part of my application

10

Serial No. 35,718 filed Juns 28, 1948, on Tent Frame- -

work, now abandoned. My invention has for its primary
object the provision of a collapsible and adjustable tent
framework which is relatively simple in construction and
which is preferably fabricated of light weight metals, such
as aluminum or magnesium, for ease of portability of the
tent structure. :

Another object of this invention is to. provide a novel
tent framework of light weight construction which may be
collapsed and folded into any handy container for trans-
portation to a desired site, such as to a grave.

A further object of this invention is to provide a col-
lapsible light weight tent structure which is capable of
being easily and conveniently set up in such a manner
that the tent canvas may be loosely positioned on the
framework and stretched into the desired tautness merely
by lifting the frame within the tent canvas and ad]ustmg
the frame to any desired height.

Yet another object of this invention is to provide a tent
supporting frame which is rigid enough to support a tent
canvas thereon of any desired height without the neces-
sity of providing a central pole or poles. :

A still further object of this invention is to provide a
skeleton frame for supporting a tent cover, including
means for expeditiously effecting its lateral and vertical
expansion to stretch and render taut the covering sup-
ported thereby, and to eliminate the old-fashioned center
pole, leaving every inch of space inside the tent covering
unobstructed and usable.” The tent structure of the instant
invention also obviates the necessity of employing guy
ropes. The tent frame structure of the instant invention
may be employed for any and all uses but has special
reference to chapel tents such as are used for sheltering
the attendants at funeral services in cemeteries.

These, together with various ancillary objects and fea-
tures of the invention which will later become apparent
as the following description proceeds, are attained by the
device, a preferred embodiment of which has been illus-
trated by way of example only in the accompanymg draw-
ings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view 1llustratmg one embodi-
ment of my invention.

Figure 2 is a plan view of Figure 1, but with certain
- members of the frame being slightly disjointed for pur-
pose of illustration.

Figure 3 is a detailed plan view showing a casting and
other appurtenances associated therewith as employed at
the upper end of each corner post.

Figure 4 is a section taken along the plane of the line
4—4 of Figure 3.

Figure 5 is an enlarged detailed plan view of another
casting and associated elements as emp]oyed at the apex
of my frame structure.

Figure 6 is a sectional v1ew taken on the plane of the
line 6—6 of Figure 5.

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken along the line 7-—7
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of Figure 5, and also showing a portion of the tent cover-
ing having attached thereto a novel fastening device.

Figure 8 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along
the line 8—8 of Figure 1.

Figure 9 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the
line 9—9 of Figure 8.

Figure 10 is an enlarged sectional view taken along
the line 10—210 of Figure 8.

Figure 11 is a detailed side elevation of a casting.

Figure 12 is a sectional view showing the casting of
Figure 4 and the casting of Figure 11 in assembled rela-
tion.

Figure 13 is a perspective view illustrating the collapsed
and folded posmons of certain frame members.

Figure 14 is a sectional view taken along the tine
14—14 of Figure 13.

Figure 15 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrat-
ing an improved fastening means.

Figure 16 is a plan view of an alternate embodiment
of my invention, certain elements being disjointed for
purpose of illustration.

Figure 17 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the
line 17-—17 of Figure 16, and

Figure 18 is a further enlarged sectional view taken
along the line 18—18 of Figure 17.

Figure 19 is an end elevation illustrating an alternatlve
way of connecting the collapsed and folded frame mem-
bers to form a convenient carrying bundle.

Figure 20 is a plan view of the embodiment illustrated
in Figure 19.

Figure 21 is an end elevation showmg the collapsed
and folded frame members of Figure 19 in the assembled
and locked condition.

Figure 22 is an enlarged partial plan view of the hing-
ing and locking means for joining the frame members
together to form a bundle.

Figure 23 is a partial plan view with certain parts dis-
assembled illustrating an alternative mode of connecting
together the frame members to form a compact bundle.

Figure 24 is an end elevation view of the structure
illustrated in Figure 23.

Figure 25 is an end elevation showing the frame mem-
bers of Figure 24 in assembled and locked condition.

Figure 26 is a sectional view taken along the line
26—26 of Figure 23.

In one embodiment of my invention, illustrated in Fig-
ures 1 through 15, my improved tent frame is readily
erected by setting up and coupling together four corner
assemblies or units indicated at A, B, C and D in Figures
1 and 2.

These units are substantially identical in construction
and are interchangeable so that no error can occur in
erecting the complete frame. The units comprise tubular
members telescopically fitted together and pivoted at cer-
tain joints so that each unmit is collapsible and foldable
into a compact bundle, for purpose of transportation.
Figure 13 shows one of these units fully collapsed and
folded while Figure 1 shows the four units fully extended
and coupled together to form a complete tent frame.

Figure 2 is a plan view of the four units A, B, C and D
in their extended positions but slightly disjointed at the
coupling junctures to facilitate detailed description.

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2, each of the four
corner assemblies or units includes a triangular base plate
10. Fach of these plates has affixed thereto, as will later
be described in detail, other appurtenances including a
vertically disposed telescoping corner post or pole 11.

Pivotally attached, as will later be described in detail,
to the upper end of each of the four corner poles are three
other telescoping members 12, 13 and 14. Two of these

‘members 12 and 13 are mounted to be horizontally dis-

posed at right -angles to each other while the third mem-
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ber 14 is arranged to be diagonally disposed and inclined
with respect to the horizontal members.

As will now be apparent, the coupling together of the
four uidits A, B, C and D, results in the frame structure
of Figure 1. The four diagonal members 14 constitute the
hip rafters of a pyramidal roof structure, the four pairs of
horizontal members 12 and 13 define what may be termed
thie eaves of the roof and the four corner poles 11 serve to
support the structure just described.

As will be readily understood, the roof and side-walls
of the tent will be provided by a covering of canvas or ths
like (ot shown) which covering is formed to fit over the
framework and in itself forms no part of the present in-
vention.

Referring now to Figure 8, each of the telescoping
corner posts comprises a lower tubular section 15, fixed to
the base plate 10, and an upper tubular section 18 slidably
fitted within the Jower section. Referring next to Figure
10 the upper section 16 includes a spring pressed latch
piti 17 which pin, as the two sections are manually drawn
to their extended relation, snaps into a perforation 18 of
the lower section 15 to lock and retain the members in the
extended position. The lower section may have other
locking perforations 19, 20 and 21 adapted to be engaged
by thie latch whereby the overall height of the corner post
may be varied if desired.

The upper section 16 has, at its lower end, a flanged
or outwardly enlarged shoulder portion 16a, while the
lower tubular section 158 has an inwardly extending abut-
ment or shoulder portion 154. By virtue of this shoulder-
ed construction, the telescopic sections cannot be extenided
beyond operative limits to thus become accidentaily dis-
engaged.

As shown, the shoulder portions 15 and 16g may be
forméd integral with the tubular mémbers themselves or,
as will be apparent, may be provided by means of short
sleeves welded or otherwise secured to the tubes.

The latch pin 17 extends through a perforation 174 in
the wall of the tube and is retained therein and urged
to locking position by action of a U-shaped flat spring
22, portions of the outer ends of which abut against
an opposite sidewall of the tube, the ends being slightly
curled as af 23 to promote smooth operation of the latch.

The spring 22 may be affixed to the latch pin 17 in
various ways, but as here shown the latch pin is-formed
with a shank 24 of reduced diameter which is inserted
through a perforation 25 in the spring and riveted or
peened over as at 26 to secure the members together.

The design of the latch pin and spring is novel in its
simplicity, ne other elements being required to maintain
the latch in operative relation. Release of the latch pin,
as will be necessary to retract the telescoping members,
requires manual operation, so that accidental collapse of
the structure cannot occur.

The latch pin, the locking perforations, and the shoul-
dered abutment construction of adjacent telescoping sec-
tions as above disclosed, comprises a typical locking ar-
rangement which is employed between all other adjacent
telescopic sections threughout the structure, as will later
be apparent.

Referring now to Figure 11, the upper end of each
corner post section 16 has affixed thereto, by means of a
countersunk pin 27, a casting 28 having a plug portion
28a which fits tightly inside the tube 16 and a tongue por-
tion 29 which is slotted as at 30. Referring next to Fig-
ure 12, each of the castings 28 has a mating casting 31
which has a recess 32 adapted to slidably receive the
tongue 29. The two castings are joined together by
means of a bolt 33 which passes through suitable perfora-
tions in the casting 31 and through the slot 39 of the ton-
gue 29. By reason of this construction, the two castings
are held in alignment as long as the tongue 29 engages
within the recess 32, However, due to the slotted forma-
tion of the tongue the casting 3% may be lifted from en-
gagement with the tongue and thereafter turned through a
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one quater revolution to an alternate position as indi-
cated by the doited lines in Figure 12. This feature is
convenient when erecting or dismantling the tent because
it enables the workman to temporarily lay any or all of
the corner poles flat on the ground, couple together the
various horizontal and diagonal members and thereafter
place the canvas covering over fhe frame, 2ll parts being
within convenient access to his reach. After the canvas
is in place the corner poles are shifted into their vertical
positicns, the tongue again being engaged in the recess to
lock the castings in alignment, the reverse sequence being
employed for dismantling the frame.

Referring now to Figure 3 each of the castings 31
has three lugs 34, 35 and 36 which lugs have perforations
37, 38 and 39 respectively for receiving bolts 40, 41 and
42, which bolts serve to pivotally attach the horizontal
and diagonal members previously mentioned. As here
shown, the bolts 49, 41 and 42 mount bifurcated castings
43, 44 and 45 respectively. These castings have plug
positions 434, 44a and 454, which in turn are perforated
at 43b, 44b and 45b to receive countersunk pins 27 (see
Figure 2), by means of which pins the plug portions of
the castings are affixed to the tubular members 12, 13
and 4. .

The horizontal telescoping members 12 are similar
in construction and operation to the telescoping corner
posts 11 previously described. As will now be under-
stood from a study of Figure 2, the members 12 comprise
two telescoping sections 124 and 125, the section 125
being perforated as at 12¢ to engage a spring pressed
latch pin similar to the latch pin 17 previously described
in conjunction with Figure 10, but here carried in the
member 12a. The horizontal members 13 are again similar
in construction and operation to the telescoping and
locking arrangement of the members 12 as just described.
Thus the members 13 each comprise two telescoping
sections 134 and 13b, each of the members 13a being
provided with a latch pin which is adapted to engage and
lock in a perforation 13c providéd in each of the
sections 13b.

For the purpose of coupling together the members 12
and 13, the members 13 are provided, at their outer ends,
with an extending plug 13d, which is adapted to fit tightly
within the open end of section 125 of any of the extended
members 12, the members 12b each having a suitable
locking porforation 12d for engaging a latch pin 13¢
mounted within each of the plug members 13d4.

To provide for increased length the diagonal members
14 are supplied with an extra telescoping section. Thus
the members 14 each comprise three sections 14a, 14h
and 14¢, the members 14¢ and 14b being provided with
spring pressed latch pins similar to those previously
described, which pins are arranged to engage and lock in
perforations (see Figure 2) 14d and 14e, provided respec-
tively in the sections 145 and 14c.

For purpose of coupling together the free ends of the
four diagonal members 14, one of the members 14 has
attached thereto a cross shaped coupling assembly gen-
erally indicated at 50 in Figures 1, 2 and 5. Referring
now to Figure 5, the coupling assembly 50 comprises a
casting 51 having radially extending lugs 52, 53, 54 and
55. Bolts 56, 57, 58 and 59 serve to pivotally attach four
bifurcated. castirigs 69, 61, 62 and 63 each of the castings
being respectively provided with a plug portion 64, 65,
66 and 67. The plug portion 64, and consequently the
casting 69, together with the entire coupling assembly
59, is pivotally attached to one of the members 14 by
means of a bolt 70 having a nut 71.

Secured by welding, or any other suitable means, to
the castings 61, 62 and 63 are internal bushings or plug
members 72, 73.and 74 each of which is equipped with
a latch pin 75 urged to locking position by a spring 76.
Referring again to Figure 2, the sleeves or plugs 72, 73
and 74 are designed to fit snugly within the. open ends
of the telescopic sections 14c wherein the.latch. pins 75
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éngage perforations 14f to couple the members 14

together.

Referring now to Figures 1 and 12, each of the cast-
ings 31, located ‘at the four corners of the tent frame
includes a pin 80 which pin serves to locate and also to
retain the canvas covering in proper position, the canvas
covering being provided with grommeted holes which are
engaged by the pins 80, as well known in the art.

Referring now to Figures 5 and 7 the casting 50 which
forms the apex of the tent frame structure has an elon-
gated or slotted perforation 82. This: slotted formation
permits a novel means for locking the -apex of the tent
covering in position. As shown in Figure 7 the apex of
the canvas covering is-indicated at 83. By means of
stitches indicated at 84, I secure to the under side of the
covering a cone shaped or pyramidal shaped metal mem-
ber 85, having affixed thereto a downwardly depending
rod 86 formed with a hook portion 87. It will be apparent
that the hook portion 87 may readily be inserted through
the slot 82 whereafter any partial rotation of the hook
will cause locking thereof beneath the under surface 88
of the casting 51. - This required partial rotation of the
hook may be insured by attaching the metal cone 85 to
the canvas covering 84 in such relation that the hook 87,
together with the canvas must be twisted from their
normal position before the hook can be inserted through
the slot 82, whereafter the normal stress. of the covering
itself will produce locking engagement between the hook
87 and the casting 82.

This feature of my invention permits that the apex
connection of the canvas to the frame may be accom-
plished from the inside of the tent when desired. Tt is'a
feature of my tent that at the apex there is no opening
in the covering for engagement with any part of the
frame. This prevents possible leakage.

For the purpose of attaching the canvas covering to
my tent frame and to prevent undue sagging of the canvas
roof panels, I prefer to employ hooks such as 90 shown
in Figure 15. As here shown, the hook is of J-shaped
form. The lower portion of the hook, bent upwardly
as at 91, engages one of the horizontal frame members
12 or 13. The upper end of the hook, bent downwardly
as-at 92, engages a strap 93 which is attached to the inner
side’ of the canvas covering 83 by stitching 94 and 95.

As will be readily understood, a plurality of the hooks
90 and - straps 93 located at suitable spaced. intervals
around the horizontal frame members will be required.

Throughout the foregoing description I have indicated
the use of bolts or screws used either as fastening means
and/or as pivot pins. Where these elements are employed
throughout the structure, I prefer that the threads of the
bolts be slightly distorted so that the bolts are somewhat
difficult to remove. As shown in Figure 5 the bolt or
screw S8 has its threaded end 58a peened over to produce
distortion. Other methods to distort the threads may
readily be devised. This arrangement prevents an un-
informed workman from readily dismantling the frame-
work in an undesirable manner, but permits removal of
the parts if necessary.

Referring now to Figures 8 and 9, the base plate. 10
may be perforated as at 10g to accommodate an earth
auger or screw 95 having a shoulder portion 96 and a
square head 97. By this means the corner posts may
be secured in place. The plate 10 may also have ‘an
aperture 10b located beneath the tubular member 11.
This aperture permits the tube 11 to be placed over a
pin or stake 99, driven into the earth for further securing
‘the corner posts in position if desired. In dismantling,
collapsing and folding the units, the horizontal and di-
agonal frame members may be telescopically collapsed
and then folded downwardly in parallel alignment with
the corner post member. In Figure 8 the members 12
and 14 are shown in this folded position by dotted lines.
By next retracting the tube 16 into the section 15, the
unit will then appear as shown in Figure 13, where a
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6
strap 110 or. the like may be used to secure the various
members in position during transit.

Referring again to. Figures 8 and 9, the base plate
10 and the lower section 15 of the corner posts 11 are
welded or otherwise affixed to a boxlike framework,
generally indicated at X, which comprises three angle
irons 100, 101 and 162; held in spaced relation by suit-
able bars or plates 103, 194, 105 and 106. As indicated
by broken lines in Figure 9, the corner umits A, B, C
and D previously described may be formed in pairs hav-
ing the boxlike framework of alternate unmits slightly
smaller. Thus when the various units are collapsed and
folded, as illustrated in Figure 13, the units may be
placed end to end in complementary pairs and tele-
scoped together as indicated in Figures 9 and 14. -

Thus the four units of the complete tent frame struc-
ture may be reduced to two compact bundles for con-
venience in transportation or moving from place to place
as frequently required in grave shelters.

During transportation the paired units may be retained
together by various means, but for this purpose I have
indicated, in Figure 8, a spring latch 101e which is fixed
to the frame member 101 as by a rivet or screw 101b.
The latch is of flat spring metal and has the hook portion
18ic which may readily be moved to the dotted position
shown to release an inner telescoped umit (not here
shown) but indicated in Figure 9.

Throughout the drawings, I have indicated tubular
telescoping members which are square in cross section.
It will be readily apparent, however, that other cross
sectional shapes may be employed and that- flat bars
or other non-tubular members may be substituted without
departing from certain aspects of my invention.

It will be apparent that by changing the lengths of
proportions of the frame elements various overall sizes
of the tent frame may be readily obtained.

My improved frame provides an extremely compact
krnock-down structure. By way of example, a tent frame
such as shown in Figure 1 and being 15 foot square
with 9 foot high sidewalls, may easily be collapsed, folded
and.assembled into two bundles each 7% inches square
by 5 feet long.

Referring now to Figures 16, 17 and 18, I have shown
another embodiment of my invention wherein the frame
structure provides for a tent of the r1dge pole type.
Figure 16 shows the structure in plan view with the
various units slightly disjointed. This alternate structure
comprises four corner units or assemblies A’, B, C’
and D’, each having a corner pole 184 with pivotally
attached horizontal members 12, 13, and a diagonal
member 14, all of which are of telescopic construction
as previously disclosed.

The diagonal members of the units A’ and C’ are piv-
otally attached to lugs 121 formed in castings 120 which
castings have other lugs 122 and 123. The lugs 122
are pivotally attached to tubular pieces 124 and the lugs
123 are likewise attached to coupling or plug members
125 which have spring pressed latch pins 126.. Thus in
this modification the units A’ and C’ each include an
additional frame element 124,

Additional frame members E and F each comprise
telescoping side wall posts indicated at 130, the upper
ends of which have pivotally attached two horizontal
frame sections 131 and 132 and also a telescoping in-
clined member 133. The sidewall posts 138 consist of
the telescoping sections 135 and 3136 held in extended
position by means of a latch pin 137. The inclined
members 133 likewise may consist of telescoping sections
138 and 139 which may be retained in extended relation
by means of latch pins not shown, but carried in the
members 138 to engage perforations 140 provided in
each section 139.

The unit E has fixed to the upper end of its section
139, a four way pivoted connector 150. carrying three
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éonpling phigs 151, 152 and 153 each of which has a
spring pressed latch pin 155 adapted to lock within
a pexforation 156 formed in each of the tubular séctions
124 and 129 with which sections the plugs will ultimately
be coupled. The horizontal members 131 may be cou-
pled to thé members 12 by means of latch pins 160
engaging locking perforations 161. Likewise the mem-
bers 13 are coupled to the sections 132 by mecans of other
latch pins 162 which engage locking perforations 163.
The members 12 and 13 may again be coupled together
by means of latch pins 13c¢ and locking perforations 124.
The latch pins 126 engage locking perforations 14f in
the sections 14.

As thus described the sectionis 124 serve as a ridge pole
in this modification of my invention. The sections E
and F may readily be collapsed and folded inte a compact
bundle.

Referring to Figure 17 the members 131, 132 and
133 may be folded downwardly to positions parallel to
the pole 139, whereafter the section 136 is ccllapsed into
the tube 135. This position of the various downfolded
tubes is indicated by broken lines in Figure 18.

For the units E and F, I prefer an alternate arrange-
ment of the boxlike casing as indicated at X’. As shown
in Figures 17 and 18 I affix the lower section 135 of the
side wall posts to a square base plate 1653, and by aid of
U shaped bars 166 1 also affix four corner irons 167.
Thus by making one of the units E or F slightly smaller
in cross sectional dimensions I am again enabled to
telescope the boxlike frameworks into each other and
the addition of units E and F requires but one extra
package to be transported. Figure 18 illustrates the
units E and F telescoped together, the unit F being
indicated by broken lines.

Referring now to Figures 19 through 26, I have illus-
trated embodiments of my invention wherein the collapsed
and folded corner units A, B, C and D, previously de-
scribed, may be formed in a single compact bundle for
convenience in transportation. By means of this arrange-
ment the tent cover 168 may be rolled or folded and
nested in the opening formed by the corner units when
they are assembled into a single bundle. Thus, as seen
in Figure 21, the corner units A, B, C and D when hinged
together at their edges form a bundle substantially square
in cross section having a central opening extending longi-
tudinally thereof into which the tent covering may be
placed and conveniently carried.

In the embodiment illustrated in Figures 19 through 22,
the corner units are hingedly connected together by means
of retractable hinge pins carried by each of the units for
engagement with mating elements also carried by each
of the units, the hinge pins of one unit adapted to engage
thé mating elements of the next adjacent unit in the
assembly. Thus in each corner unit the angle bars 102
have the rectangular blocks 169 fixed at opposite ends
théreof and extending outwardly beyond the angle bar
in the manner illustrated in Figure 19. Each of the rec-
tangular blocks 169 carries a retractable hinge pin 170
mounted thereto by means of the spring element 171.
The hinge pins 170 are inwardly directed and extend
paralle]l to but spaced from the angle bar to which they
are mounted. The opposite angle bars 101 of each
corner post unit carries blocks 172 having perforations
173 therein adapted to receive the hinge pins 170 when
the units are placed side by side as shown in Figure 19.
It will be noted that the blocks 172 are spaced inwardly
from the ends of the angle bars 181 by a distance suffi-
cient to permit them to fit inside of the blocks 169 when
adjacent corner units, such as A and B, are brought to-
gethier and joined. The corner units are hinged together
by placing two units side by side substantially shown in
Figure 19 and then causing the hinge pins 170 to engage
the blocks 172 through the perforations 173. Once con-
nécted, the corner units may be pivoted about their hinges
t6 dssume the position illustrated in Figure 21 wherein the
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8
outermost blocks 172 of corner unit A are connected to
the blocks 169 of corner unit B.

With the arrangement just described it will be evident
that the corner units may be interchanged and need not
occupy any particular position relative to each other
excepting that a corner post 101 must always be adjacent
a corner post 102 of the next successive corner unit.

The embodiment illustrated in Figure 23 through 26
of the drawings is a modification of the assembly just
described. In this modification the blocks and hinge pins
are replaced by the semi-circular hinge elements 174
mounted on the angle bars 101 and the mating openings
175 and 176 provided in the legs of the angle bars 102
for each element 174. The semi-circular hinge elements
174 are such that when the elements A and B are placed
side-by-side das shown in Figure 24, the angle bar 101
will be adjacent the angle bar 162 with the free end of
the hinge element 174 overlying or extending slightly into
the opening 175 in the uppermost leg of the angle bar
102, as seen in detail in Figure 26. Then, when the corner
units A and B are pivoted to bring their adjacent sides
info coplanar relationship, as seen in Figure 25, the hinge
element 174 will swing through the opening 175 and also
through the opening 176 in the other leg of the angle bar
102, thus effectively connecting the two corner units
together.

The hinge connection just described will also connect
together the corner units B and C and C and D. The
hinge elements 174 are, however, omitted from the angle
bar 181 of corner unit A and replaced by a latch 177
which, as seen in Figure 25, is adapted to engage about
an edge of the angle bar 102 of the corner unit D thus
locking the assembly of corper units into the compact
bundle illustrated in Figure 25.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a corner post unit for a collapsible tent frame,
a corner post made up of a plurality of telescoping parts,
a base plate, a box-like framework affixed to said base
plate and adapted to support the outermost part of said
corner post, a fitting on the free end of the innermost
part of said post, additional frame members pivotally
connected to said fitting and adapted to be collapsed
together with the parts of said corner post to lie within
the confines of said box-like framework.

2. Corner post units for a collapsible tent frame, each
unit comprising a corner post made up of a plurality of
telescoping parts, a triangular base plate, a framework
affixed to said base plate, said framework comprising a
plurality of supporting members extending upwardly from
adjacent side edges of said base plate and suitably con-
nected together to form a corner, the outermost part of
said corner post being affixed to said framework at the
corner thereof as defined by said supporting members, a
fitting on the free end of the innermost part of said corner
post, a plurality of additional frame members pivotally
connected to said fitting and adapted to be collapsed
together with the parts of said corner post to lie within
the confines of said framework.

3. The structure claimed in claim 2 wherein said corner
post units are provided in pairs, the framework of one
unit in said pair being slightly smaller than the other,
whereby said units may be fitted together in comple-
mentary pairs, and means for connecting said pairs to-
gether in complementary relationship.

4, The structure claimed in claim 2 wherein the sup-
porting members of said framework are three in number
and comprise angle bars, one of said bars positioned at
the corner of said framework, the other two angle bars
being placed at the ends of the adjacent side edges of said
base platé opposite sdid corner, and wherein said corner
post units aré provided in pairs in which the framework
of one unit in said pair is slightly smaller than the other,
wheéreby when said units are collapsed they may be
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placed end to énd in complementary pairs and telescoped
together, the said last mentioned angle bars of one of the
u:]ﬁ'ts fitting within the compiementary angle bars of the
other.

5. The structure claimed in claim 2 wherein said base
plate has an earth auger connected thereto for securing
said corner post in place.

6. The structure claimed in claim 2 wherein said base
plate has an earth auger secured thereto for securing said
corner post in place, and wherein an aperture is formed
in said base plate beneath the bottom edge of said
outermost part of said corner post, said aperture adapted
to permit the outermost part of said corner post to be
placed over a stake driven into the earth for further
securing said post in place.

7. In a collapsible tent frame wherein a plurality of
tubular frame members are connected together, a flexible
fitting for connecting said frame members together, said
fitting comprising a first part having a plug portion
which fits tightly inside of one of said tubular mem-
bers, a tongue-like member extending in the opposite
direction and adapted to extend beyond the end of
said first mentioned tubular member, said tongue-like
member having an elongated slot therein, and a mating
part for said first mentioned part, said mating part hav-
ing a recess therein adapted to slidably receive said
tongue-like member, means for joining said parts to-
gether in slidable relationship, said means comprising a
bolt carried by said mating part and passing through said
slot, said tongue-like member and said slot being so
proportioned as to permit said mating part to be lifted
from engagement with said tongue and turned relative
thereto without being detached therefrom, said mating
part having a plurality of angularly disposed perforated
lugs thereon adapted to receive bifurcated elements af-
fixed to the ends of additional frame members to be con-
nected to said first mentioned frame member by means
of said fitting.

8. The structure claimed in claim 7 wherein said
fitting serves to connect together a corner post and a
plurality of frame members defining the eaves of said
tent, said mating part having a spike-like projection there-
on adapted to pass through an opening in the tent
covering.

9. A collapsible tent frame comprising four corner
posts, each of said corner posts made up of a plurality
of telescoping parts, a fitting at the free end of the inner-
most part of each post, a plurality of additional tele-
scoping members pivotally connected to each fitting
and supported by said posts, two of the additional tele-
scoping members of each post adapted to be horizontally
disposed and conmected to other horizontally disposed
members, another of the additional members of each
post adapted to be diagonally disposed and inclined with
respect to said horizontal members, a coupling carried
by one of the diagonally disposed members and adapted
to connect together in pyramidal fashion the diagonally
disposed members of at least one other of said posts, said
posts being disposed in pairs forming opposite ends of
said tent frame with the diagonal members of each pair
connected together by a separate coupling, and an in-
termediate frame section joining together said ends, said
intermediate section including frame members connect-
ing the couplings carried by said diagonally disposed
members and additional horizontal members connecting
the free ends of horizontally disposed frame members of
said corner posts.

10. The structure of claim 9 wherein said intermediate
section includes a coupling intermediate said first men-
tioned coupling, each of said couplings including means
for locking a tent covering thereto.

11. In a collapsible tent frame construction, a plurality
of corner post units each comprising a box-like frame-
work, means connecting together said units into a com-
pact bundle, said means comprising an element carried
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by one of said units for interlocking engagément with
a mating element carried by another of said units.

12. In a collapsible tent frame construction, four corner
post units each comprising a box-like framework, means
for hingedly connecting together said units into a com-
pact bundle, said means comprising elements mounted
along an edge of each of said units for interlocking en-
gagement with mating elements on a diametrically op-
posite edge of another of said units, and mating elements
so provided, said interlocking elements being adapted to
engage the mating elements of the next adjacent unit
when said units are fitted together in endless fashion.

13. In a collapsible tent frame construction, a plu-
rality of corner post units each comprising a box-like
framework, means for hingedly connecting together said
units into a compact bundle, said means comprising semi-
circular hinge elements mounted along an edge of each
of said units, and openings ‘along another edge of each
of said cornmer post units for receiving the ‘semi-circular
hinge elements of an adjacent corner post unit when a
plurality of said units are placed in side by said relation
and the units pivoted to bring their adjacent sides into
coplanar relationship.

14. In a collapsible tent frame, a plurality of corner
post units each comprising a box-like frame having
angularly sides defining a corner, a corner post supported
by said box-like frame at the corner thereof, said corner
post having a plurality of telescoping parts the outermost
of which is supported by said box-like frame, a plurality
of additional telescoping members pivotally connected to
the free end of the innermost parts of said corner post,
said corner post units having a collapsed position in which
said corner posts and said additional frame members lie
wholly within the confines of said box-like frame, and an -
erected position in which said corner posts and said addi-
tional frame members are extended beyond said box-like
frame and the extending end of the additional frame mem-
bers of the several corner post units are interconnected
together to form the tent frame, said box-like frames in-
cluding means for connecting together a plurality of the
collapsed corner post units for carrying purposes, and
means carried by said additional frame members for con-
necting them together when erected to form the tent frame.

15. In a collapsible tent frame, a coupling device for
securing together a plurality of converging frame mem-
bers comprising a body portion having radially extending
elements adapted to pivotally receive the frame members,
means for locking a tent covering to said coupling, said
means comprising a member attached to the under side
of the tent covering, said last named member having a
downwardly extending rod for engagement with said
coupling, said coupling having a slotted perforation ex-
tending therethrough for receiving said rod, said rod being
of a length to pass through said perforation and having
a hook portion at its free end which will pass through
said slotted perforation when in alignment therewith, said
rod being rotatable relative to said coupling, whereby said
hook portion may be moved out of alignment with said
slotted perforation and engaged with the under side of
said coupling so as to prevent the rod from being with-
drawn therefrom.

16. In a collapsible tent frame, a plurality of corner
post units each comprising a box-like frame having an-
gularly related sides defining a corner, a corner post sup-
ported by said box-like frame at the corner thereof, and
additional frame members pivotally connected to the upper
end of said corner post, said additional frame members
having a collapsed position in which they lie within the
confines of said box-like frame, and means connecting a
plurality of collapsed corner post units together in a com-
pact bundle, said means comprising an element carried
by one of said units for interlocking engagement with a
mating element carried by another of the said units.

17. In a collapsible tent frame, a plurality of cormer
post units each comprising a corner post made up of a
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plurality of telescoping parts, a base plate, a box:like
framework aﬂixed to sa1d base plate and adapted to sup-
port the outermost part of the corner post, a ﬁttmg on
the free end of the innermost part of said post, additional
frame mqmbgrs vao_tally gonnected to said fitting and
adapted to be collapsed together with the parts of said
corner posts to lie within the confines of said box-like
framework, and means connectmg a plurahty of the
collapsed corner post units together in a compact bundle
said means comprising an clement carried by one of
said units for interlocking engagement with a mating
element carried by another of the said units.

18. A corner post unit for.a col laps1ble tent frame
comprising a corner post, a.supporting frame for said
corner post having angularly related sides extending later-
ally beyond said corner post, a plurality of additional
frame members pivotally connected to the upper end of
said corner post, said additional frame members being of
a size to lie wholly within the confines of said frame and
movable from a collapsed positicn in which they lie
wholly within the confines of said frame to an erected
position in which they extend outwardly in angular rela-
tion to said corner post.

19. A corner post unit for a collapsible tent frame
comprising 2 corner post made up of a plurality of tele-
scoping parts, a supporting frame for the outermost part
of said corner post, said frame having angularly related
sides extending laterally beyond said corner post, a plu-
rality of additional frame members pivotally connected
to the free end of the innermost parts of said corner post,
said additional frame members being of a size to lie
wholly within the confines of said frame and movable
from a collapsed position in which they lie wholly within
the conﬁnes of said frame to an erected position in which
they extend outwardly in angular relation to said corner
post.
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20. A collapsible tent frame comprising a plurality of
corner post upits, each of. said units comprising a corner
post a supporting frame for said corner post havmg
angularly related sides extending laterally beyond said
corner post, a plurality of additional frame members piv-
otally connected to the upper end of said corner post, said
additional frame members being of a size to lie wholly
within the confines of said frame and movable from a
collapsed position in which they lie wholly within the
confines of said frame to an erected condition in which
they extend cutwardly in angular relation to said corner
post, the extending ends of the additional frame members
of the several corner post units being adapted to be con-
nected together to form the tent frame, and coupling
means on the ends of said additional frame members for
connecting them together when in the erected condition.
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