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2 Claims. 

This invention is concerned generally. With a 
shelf and more particularly With an adjustable 
commodity display shelf. 
In many stores, particularly grocery stoires of 

the Self Service type, goods are displayed on long 
rows of identical shelves. None of the shelves 
presents any distinctive appearance and each ar 
ticle of merchandise is hidden among the gen 
eral maSS of goods. No One item Stands out to 
attract the custoner's eye and commodities Which 
a customer is not specifically searching for are 
generally passed by entirely. Once a customer 
has located a Connodity hel Wishes to purchase 
he may find himself confronted with several 
brands of Similar merchandise. His normal in 
clination is to purchase the first one that strikes 
his eye but as none Stands out, this inclination 
is thWarted. An analogous difficulty is encoun 
tered by the retailer who does not realize which 
commodities are running low in Supply unless 
he carefully inspects his shelves. 
This invention COntemplates the provision of 

a commodity shelf to be placed on a row of sub 
Stantially identical shelves to distinguish an area, 
thereof and thus display a particular commodity 
distinguished from those about it. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

commodity shelf for displaying merchandise 
higher and in front of adjacent merchandise. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a commodity shelf which is adjustable for place 
rent on any preexisting shelf. 

Frequently the arrangement of merchandise in 
Stores is changed about So that a particular item 
of merchandise is not found in its prior location 
when a customer revisits the store. Accordingly, 
the customer may lose considerable time in lo 
Cating an item he wants and may settle for a 
Substitute item. By furnishing a commodity 
Shelf Such as that herein disclosed to a retailer, 
a manufacturer or distributor may insure that 
his goods will be displayed continually in the 
Same location and will insure himself of a dis 
tinctive display whereby a customer readily may 
locate it upon each visit to a store. The product 
name Or the name of the manufacturer or dis 
tributor may be placed upon a distinctive portion 
of the shelf where it will be seen by a customer 
to attract his eye. 
A further object of this invention is the pro 

Vision of a COImmodity display shelf to locate an 
item of merchandise at a constant position. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a commodity shelf having an upwardly inclined 
front panel for the display of labels and the like. 
Other objects and advantages of the present 

invention Will be apparent fron the following 
description. When taken in Conjunction. With the 
accompanying dra Wings in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a commodity 
shelf embodying my invention; 
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Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken Substantially 
along the line 2-2, of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view taken 
substantially along the line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view taken 
Substantially along the line 4-4 of Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective View of my commodity 
shelf in position in a group of Substantially iden 
tical display Shelves. 

he shelf as illustrated in the dra Wings is 
made preferably of sheet metal and comprises a 
rear or base portion 6 and a forward or extensible 
portion 8 slidably joined thereto. The base por 
tion 6 comprises a supporting surface 0 having 
front and rear depending flanges 2 and it re 
spectively which terminate in longitudinal in 
Wardly directed flanges 6 and 8 respectively 
Substantially parallel to the Supporting Surface 

. As Seen in Fig. 2 the fanges 5 and 8 are 
adapted to rest upon a Shef 20 of conventional 
construction and thus serve, both as Supports and 
as longitudinal, Stiffeners. As seen most par 
ticularly in Fig. 3 the ends of the Supporting Sur 
face terminate in inverted. Substantially U 
shaped channels 22 which are preferably formed 
integrally With the Surface . . 

Fhe front or extensible portion 8 includes a 
Supporting Surface 24 overriding the surface A. 
The ends of the surface 24, are provided with 
integral upwardly directed flanges 26 which are 
Slidably received in the inverted U-shaped chan 
nels 22. The forward edge of the Surface 24 is 
terminated by a downwardly directed flange or 
front face 28. The front face 28 is tilted Slightly 
upward so that advertising or . labels displayed 
thereon may be read readily by a customer stand 
ing in front of the shelf. The front face 28 is 
provided with a bent over.lower edge 36 in order 
that no sharp edge will be presented to injure 
fingers or clothing brought into contact there 
with. End pieces 32, trapezoidal in form, and 
having inwardly directed flanges 34 are welded 
or otherwise Secured to the underside of Sup 
porting Surface 24 and the rear of the face 28 
to brace the face .28 and the front portion of 
the Surface 2i. The bent over edge 3 clanps 
a fange 34 against the rear of the face 28 to 
Secure the extreme corner of each end piece. A 
longitudiinal supporting member 36 is provided 
with a horizontal flange 38 Welded or otherwise 
Suitably Secured to the underside of the Support 
ing surface 25 and With a vertical flange A of 
the same height as the flanges 2 and A plus 
the thickness of the Surface . A horizontal 
fiage 42 extends laterally of the vertical flange 
49 to rest upon the shelf 20 previously noted and 
is terminated by a downwardly directed flange 
54 the ends of which are welded or otherwise 
suitably secured to the flanges 3a of the end 
pieces 32 to brace the end pieces and to provide 
rigidity for the longitudinal supporting men 
ber 36; 
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In Fig. 5 there is illustrated a row of shelves 
20 supported by a back wall 46 and a plurality - 
of braces 48 along the front edge. Warious items 
of merchandise 50 are displayed on the shelves 
20 and as all of the shelves are uniform, none 
of the items 50 stands out. A commodity shelf 

such as that herein disclosed is disposed on 
One of the shelves 20. Due to the sliding con 
nection between the rear and front portions 6 
and 8, my commodity shelf will fit a shelf 20 
of any usual depth. The supporting Surfaces 
and 24 are raised an inch or more above the 
Surface of the shelf 2 and the forward Sup 
porting surface 24 extends an inch or tWo be 
yond the forward edge of the shelf 23 So that 
items 52 placed on the supporting Surface of 
my commodity shelf are displayed at a higher 
position and at a position extending forwardly 
of any of the surrounding items 58. The items 
52 thus catch the customer's eye immediately and 
items 52 displayed on this shelf may be expected 
to sell more readily than those merely placed on 
the shelves 20. The tilted front face 28 of my 
commodity shelf extends an inch or so below the 
shelf 26 and may be provided with labels 5, 
bearing the price of the goods or displaying the 
manufacturer's or distributor's name or emblem. 
The channels 22 and flanges 26 prevent items 
from sliding off the ends of the shelf into adja 
cent display areas. 
The weight of the commodity shelf and the 

items displayed on it is Sufficient in general to 
prevent tipping by any force exercised against 
the overhanging front edge. Although not shown, 
it is contemplated that the shelf could be an 
chored by means of Screws or other fastening 
elements inserted through Spaced apertures in 
the flanges 6 and 8. In this case, apertures 
would be placed in the supporting Surface to 
accommodate a screw driver or the like to op 
erate on the screws or other fastening elements. 
If the commodity shelf is anchored by Screws or 
the like, the manufacturer or the distributor is 
positively assured of the Same shelf location upon 
Changes in arrangement of the store. 

It is apparent that the commodity shelf herein 
disclosed will call the customer's attention to a 
particular item of mechandise and thus promote 
sales thereof. The position of merchandise at 
higher level and Spaced forwardly of surround 
ing merchandise not only attracts the customer's 
eye but calls the retailer's attention to the need 
for restocking the shelf or refilling his stock. 
The front panel is tilted upwardly at a conven 
ient angle to be seen by a customer So that the 
manufacturer's or distributor's name or emblern 
as well as the price is called to the customer's 
attention. The commodity shelf is adjustable in 
size and may be placed on practically any shelf. 
By providing attractively colored commodity 
shelves as herein disclosed a manufacturer or 
retailer may insure himself of shelf position and 
a number of shelves of his choosing in order to 
keep his product and name more constantly 
before the consuming public. 
Although a particular embodiment of this in 

vention has been shown and described it is to 
be understood that it is for illustrative purposes 
Only and that diverse modifications and changes 
may be made without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A commodity shelf for distinctively display 

ing items of mechandise above adjoining shelves 
comprising a first horizontal Supporting Surface, 
a second horizontal supporting surface, slidable 
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4. 
interlocking structures on corresponding edges 
of said first and second supporting surfaces for 
maintaining said Supporting SurfaceS Substan 
tially flat against one another to provide a Sub 
stantially continuous Supporting Surface, Said in 
terlocking structures extending above said Sup 
porting surfaces to provide retaining walls there 
on, spacers on the under sides of Said first and 
second horizontal supporting Surfaces for Sup 
porting said surfaces a predetermined distance 
above a shelf or the like, a down turned front 
edge on one of said horizontal Supporting Sur 
faces presenting a face inclined upWardly and 
extending downwardly from the horizontal Sup 
porting Surface to which it is attached a distance 
greater than said predetermined distance, and 
brace plates Secured to Said face and to the hori 
Zontal surface to which it is attached at oppo 
site edges thereof, said brace plates having Sub 
stantially vertical free edges for abutment against 
the shelf or the like engaged by said Spacers, and 
said brace plates having parts of Said vertical 
edges secured to one of said spacers for bracing 
said Spacer. 

2. A commodity shelf for distinctively display 
ing items of merchandise above adjoining shelves 
comprising a first horizontal Supporting Surface, 
retaining flanges on opposite longitudinal edges 
of said Surface and disposed at right angles to 
Said Surface, each of Said retaining flanges com 
prising a substantially U-shaped channel, the 
open edge of said U-shaped channel being di 
rected toward said first supporting surface, a 
Second horizontal Supporting Surface, a pair of 
flanges. On Opposite longitudinal edges of Said Sec 
ond Supporting Surface at right angles thereto 
and fitting in Said U-shaped channels for main 
taining Said Supporting surfaces substantially fiat 
against one another in adjustable relation to pro 
vide a substantially continuous supporting sur 
face, transverse L-shaped spacers on the under 
Sides of both of Said horizontal supporting sur 
faces for Supporting said Substantially continu 
Ous supporting surface a predetermined distance 
above a shelf or the like, a down turned front edge 
On one of Said horizontal Supporting Surfaces pre 
senting a substantially flat, depending front face 
which is upwardly inclined, and brace plates se 
cured to Said depending edge and the longitudi 
nal edges of the horizontal Supporting surface 
to which said edge is attached, said edge and 
brace plates depending a distance greater than 
Said predetermined distance for abutment against 
the front edge of the shelf or the like supporting 
said spacers, Said brace plates further being se 
cured to one of said spacers for bracing said 
Space. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
289,174 Taylor ------------- Nov. 27, 1883 
905,737 McCombe ----------- Dec. 1, 1908 
921,192 Wheeler ------------ May 11, 1909 

1,100,306 Hunt -------------- June 16, 1914 
i.224,838 Blissman et al. ------ May 1, 1917 
1,466,335 Gleason ------------ Aug. 28, 1923 
1,521,902 Mott --------------- Jan. 6, 1925 
1,678,375 BerSSenbrugge ------ July 24, 1928 
1,702,987 Wilson ------------- Feb. 19, 1929 
2,079,754 Waxgiser ----------- May 11, 1937 
2,162,361 Sisson ------------ June 13, 1939 
2,489,493 Kuenzie ------------ Nov. 29, 1949 
2,541,303 Smith -------------- Feb. 13, 1951 


