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8 ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

An improved draping system with a drape and a lock device. The drape 

includes an area defined by a predetermined length and a predetermined width, as 

well as a selectively separable portion. The drape also has a first perforation, as 

well as a z-shaped fold over the perforation. The lock device may be a poly seal 

with a second perforation. The draping system is secured to an operating table to 

maintain sterility about that operating table. When ready for removal, the draping 

system is simply pulled in opposite directions. When this occurs, the second 

perforation breaks, which disengages the lock device. Upon further pulling, the z- 

shaped fold is unfolded. Further pulling still results in the second perforation 

breaking.
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SEPARABLE STERILE DRAPE WITH Z-SHAPED FOLDS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
This application claims the benefit of priority of U.S. Provisional Patent 

Application Serial No. 62/552,865, filed on August 31, 2017 and titled Separable 

Sterile Drape with Z-Shaped Folds, the entire contents of which are hereby 

expressly incorporated by reference into the present application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates in general to the field of medical procedures. 

More particularly, the present invention relates to drapes used during medical 

procedures to improve sterile conditions. Specifically, a preferred embodiment of 

the present invention relates to a drape that maintains sterility beneath the drape 

before two different portions of the drape are separated from one another.

2. Discussion of the Related Art
It is important during any surgical procedure to maintain sterility about an 

operating room. Compromises in sterility can result in contaminations, which 

present significant health concerns to patients and significant costs to the hospital 

or medical facility. This is especially true with surgeries related to the spinal cord 

and associated nerves. To prevent contamination of an open surgical wound, 

surgical staff often isolate the operative site from the surrounding nonsterile 

environment. This can be accomplished by creating and maintaining the sterile 

field and by following aseptic principles aimed at preventing microorganisms from 

contaminating the surgical wound.

One way to achieve this goal is by using a variety of different sterile drape 

products. Some of these drapes rest on top of various parts of the operating room 

prior to, and during medical procedures. For instance, drapes can be placed onto a
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8 patient, operating room furniture, or on top of various medical equipment by 

scrubbed personnel. These drapes establish an aseptic barrier minimizing the 

passage of microorganisms from nonsterile to sterile areas. Additionally, during 

certain surgical procedures these drapes must be removed in the middle of surgery 

where temporary sterile coverage is required. This removal results in an increased 

risk of sterility breaches.

U.S. Patent No. 8,726,907 and Application Publication Nos. 2014/0251346 

and 2015/0374442, all of which are incorporated herein by reference in their 

entirety, have introduced a number of different drapes used throughout the medical 

field to help avoid potential breaches in sterility. The drapes shown in this patent 

and applications feature various separable elements to help facilitate easy removal 

of the drape during medical procedures. While providing many advantages over 

prior art drapes, these drapes can still be improved upon. For instance, during 

some medical procedures, the air within an operating room is removed by a 

vacuum a number of times. Additionally, the room may be refilled with another 

gas, such as ethylene oxide, to kill bugs or other contaminates. Due to the 

repeated evacuation of air from the operating room, the drape may break into the 

separable elements inadvertently.

What is needed therefore is a drape system that can be placed about an 

operating room on a patient, a piece of furniture, or various medical equipment to 

maintain sterility about the operating room, while also providing a way for the 

drape to be easily removed. What is further needed is a drape system with 

separable elements to allow the drape to be easily removed without risking that the 

drape breaks apart before intended.

SUMMARY AND OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION
By way of summary, the present invention is directed to a draping system, a 

method of using the draping system, and a method of manufacturing a draping 

system.
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8 A primary object of the invention is to provide an apparatus that helps to 

maintain sterility about an operating room. In accordance with a first aspect of the 

invention, these objects are achieved by providing an apparatus comprising a 

drape and a lock device. The drape may include an area that is defined by a 

predetermined length and a predetermined width. The drape may also include a 

selectively separable portion extending along a longitudinal portion of the drape. 

Additionally, the drape may have a first peripheral edge at a first terminus of the 

predetermined width and a second peripheral edge at a second terminus of the 

predetermined width. The first and second peripheral edges are adapted to at least 

partially overlap one another to form a z-shaped fold. Additionally, a plurality of 

handles may be attached to the area.

The lock device is configured to maintain the first and second peripheral 

edges in the z-shaped fold until the lock device is disengaged. For instance, the 

lock device could be a poly seal with a perforation extending therethrough. 

Alternatively, the lock device could be a piece of adhesive tape. Alternatively 

still, the lock device could be a plurality of hook and loop fasteners. Similarly, the 

lock device could be a plurality of clamps.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a method of using the 

drape system is provided. First, a drape system is placed on a sterile surface. The 

drape system may include a drape and a lock device as described above. Next, 

the drape system is unfolded about the sterile surface. Thereafter, the lock device 

may be disengaged. Additionally, opposite ends of the drape can be pulled away 

from one another, the z-shaped fold can be unfolded, the drape can be broken 

about the perforation, and the sterility beneath the drape can be maintained. 

Additional steps may include grasping at least two handles attached to opposite 

sides of the drape and then pulling the handles in opposite directions. This can 

cause the z-shaped fold to be unfolded and the drape to be broken about the 

perforation while also maintaining sterility beneath the drape. Additionally, a 

plurality of straps may be wrapped around the sterile surface. Next, ends
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8 associated with the plurality of straps may be affixed to the area to secure the 

drape to the sterile surface. Finally, a piece of medical equipment may be moved 

adjacent to the sterile surface.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a method of 

manufacturing a draping system is provided. First, a sheet is manufactured with a 

predetermined length and a predetermined width. Next, a perforation is formed 

substantially midway between the predetermined width along the entire length of 

the sheet. After the perforation is formed, the sheet may be folded such that a first 

peripheral edge overlaps over a second peripheral edge. For instance, the first 

peripheral edge and the second peripheral edge may form a three-inch overlap. 

When this occurs, the perforation is located between the first peripheral edge and 

the second peripheral edge. Additionally, a portion of the sheet covers the 

perforation when the sheet is folded. Also, a lock device may be secured to the 

sheet such that the sheet remains in the folded configuration until the lock device 

is disengaged.

The method of manufacturing may have additional steps. For instance, a 

poly seal may be heat sealed to the sheet. Alternatively, at least one piece of tape 

may be applied to the sheet. Alternatively still, a plurality of hook and loop 

fasteners may be applied to the sheet and the complementary hook and loop 

fasteners may be engaged with one another. Also, directional labels may be 

installed onto the sheet. Additionally, handles may be installed to the sheet. Also, 

the sheet may be folded into a compact shape while maintaining sterility about the 

sheet.

These, and other aspects and objects of the present invention will be better 

appreciated and understood when considered in conjunction with the following 

description and the accompanying drawings. It should be understood, however, 

that the following description, while indicating preferred embodiments of the 

present invention, is given by way of illustration and not of limitation. Many 

changes and modifications may be made within the scope of the present invention

4
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modifications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
A clear conception of the advantages and features constituting the present 

invention, and of the construction and operation of typical mechanisms provided 

with the present invention, will become more readily apparent by referring to the 

exemplary, and therefore non-limiting, embodiments illustrated in the drawings 

accompanying and forming a part of this specification, wherein like reference 

numerals designate the same elements in the several views, and in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a top plan view of a draping system with a drape and a 

lock device according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a detailed view of the lock device and a z-shaped fold of 

the draping system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates another detailed side view of the draping system of FIG. 1 

where lock device is shown to be pulled away to more easily see a drape of the 

drape;

FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system in an initial 

folded configuration;

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system of FIG. 5 in a 

partially unfolded configuration;

FIG. 6 illustrates a detailed view of a portion of the draping system of FIG. 

5;
FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective view of the 

where a fastener is disengaged;

FIG. 8 illustrates a perspective view of the 

where the draping system is unfolded;

FIG. 9 illustrates a perspective view of the

draping system of FIGS.

draping system of FIGS.

draping system of FIGS.

4-6

4-7

4-8

including a plurality of straps to secure the draping system about a sterile surface;

5
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8 FIG. 10 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system of FIGS. 4-9 

including a plurality of handles;

FIG. 11 illustrates a detailed perspective view of the z-fold the draping 

system of FIGS. 4-10;

FIG. 12 illustrates another detailed perspective view of the z-fold the 

draping system of FIGS. 4-10;

FIG. 13 illustrates a detailed perspective view of the z-fold the draping 

system of FIGS. 4-10 as the lock device is disengaged;

FIG. 14 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as a directional 

label is broken;

FIG. 15 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system of FIG. 14 as it 

is initially unfolded;

FIG. 16 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as it is further 

unfolded by two employees;

FIG. 17 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as it is wrapped 

around the sterile surface;

FIG. 18 illustrates a side elevation view of the draping system as it is 

wrapped around the sterile surface;

FIG. 19 illustrates an end elevation view of the draping system as the 

plurality of straps are wrapped around the sterile surface;

FIG. 20 illustrates an end elevation view of the draping system once the 

plurality of straps is secured to the drape;

FIG. 21 illustrates a perspective view of a piece of medical equipment that 

is moved adjacent to the sterile surface;

FIG. 22 illustrates a perspective view of the piece of medical equipment 

that is further moved adjacent to the sterile surface;

FIG. 23 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as the draping 

system is pulled in two opposite directions;

6
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8 FIG. 24 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as the lock 

device is disengaged;

FIG. 25 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as the drape is 

separated about a perforation;

FIG. 26 illustrates a perspective view of the draping system as the 

selectively separable portions separate from one another;

FIG. 27 illustrates a simplified perspective view of a patient located 

beneath the drape system;

FIG. 28 illustrates a simplified perspective view of the draping system of 

FIG. 27 as the lock device is disengaged;

FIG. 29 illustrates a simplified perspective view of the patient located 

beneath the drape system after the lock device has been disengaged and while the 

peripheral edges are moved from one another of FIGS 27 and 28;

FIG. 30 illustrates a simplified perspective view of the patient located 

beneath the drape system once the drape system has been unfolded of FIGS. 27

29; and

FIG. 31 illustrates a simplified perspective view of the patient once the 

drape system of FIGS. 27-30 has been disengaged.

In describing the preferred embodiment of the invention which is illustrated 

in the drawings, specific terminology will be resorted to for the sake of clarity. 

However, it is not intended that the invention be limited to the specific terms so 

selected and it is to be understood that each specific term includes all technical 

equivalents which operate in a similar manner to accomplish a similar purpose. 

For example, the word connected, attached, or terms similar thereto are often used. 

They are not limited to direct connection but include connection through other 

elements where such connection is recognized as being equivalent by those skilled 

in the art.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

7
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8 The present invention and the various features and advantageous details 

thereof are explained more fully with reference to the non-limiting embodiments 

described in detail in the following description.

1. System Overview
As discussed above, the z-fold taught by U.S. Patent No. 8,726,907 and 

Application Publication Nos. 2014/0251346 and 2015/0374442 is an essential 

feature to a drape used during medical procedures. It helps to better maintain 

sterility during and after surgical procedures, such as during spinal surgery when 

using a 3-dimensional radiographic device, as well as increasing efficiency of the 

surgical procedure. However, the drape can be further improved. When the drape 

is unfolded, the amount of force applied to the drape can vary depending on the 

individuals located on either side of the drape. As a result, where excessive force 

is used, the z-fold can inadvertently get disengaged during the unfolding process 

before the drape is fully installed. When this occurs, the drape is rendered useless 

and must be replaced by a new drape. Additionally, stickers used to engage the 

various portions of the drape can break, tear, or stick together before or during the 

draping process, which can compromise sterility. Obviously, this results in a 

waste of time, money, and resources associated with the disposal of the drape.

Further still, during certain medical procedures, the air within the operating 

room is repeatedly evacuated to ensure sterility about the room. When this occurs, 

the z-fold can be disengaged, or the various layers of the z-fold can stick together. 

Traditionally, the sticking issues could be addressed by including a blocking 

additive. However, the inclusion of additives can reduce the transparency of the 

drape, which is problematic during procedures using navigation systems that 

require sensors to see through the drape.

To address these issues, the current invention relates to a drape that 

includes a lock device that is used with the z-fold. By having a lock device, such 

as a strip of poly that is sealed across the z-fold like a bridge, the z-fold is 

contained under the bridge, and is therefore protected by the bridge. The strip of

8
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8 poly seal can also have a perforation line in the middle. Thus, to separate the 

drape, the perforation line in the strip of poly seal must first be broken. Once this 

has been broken, the z-fold is exposed and can be separated, after which time the 

drape can be separated about the perforation found in the z-fold. This allows the 

patient drape to be removed in a sterile manner. Of course, the lock device could 

have a number of other configurations, including pieces of adhesive tape, hook- 

and-loop fasteners, clamps, and the like.

2. Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments
The inventive draping system 30 is generally shown in the figures. The 

draping system 30 includes a drape 32 with a z-shaped fold 52 and a lock device 

54. The lock device 54 provides additional protection against inadvertent 

disengagement of the z-shaped fold 52 as will further be described below.

The drape 32 may include any of the features described in U.S. Patent No. 

8,726,907 and Application Publication Nos. 2014/0251346 and 2015/0374442. 

For instance, the drape 32 may include an area 34 with a predetermined length 36 

and a predetermined width 38 as shown in FIG. 1, where the length 36 and the 

width 38 are of sufficient size to encompass a patient 82 on an operating table 84, 

along with any tools or instruments needed to perform a surgical procedure.

Additionally, the drape 32 may feature a selectively separable portion 40 

that extends along a longitudinal portion 42 of the drape 32 as can be seen in 

FIGS. 2 and 3. More specifically, the drape 32 also includes a first peripheral 

edge 44 at a first terminus 46 and a second peripheral edge 48 at a second terminus 

50 of the predetermined width 38. The first peripheral edge 44 overlaps the 

second peripheral edge 48 to form the z-shaped fold 52 at the selectively separable 

portion 40. The drape 32 may also have a perforation 78 that extends between the 

first peripheral edge 44 and the second peripheral edge 48 and overlies the sterile 

field. The perforation 78 allows for the drape 32 to easily be separated about the 

perforation 78. While the perforation 78 may or may not be visible to the naked 

eye, it has been identified as a dashed line in the figures. The perforation 78

9
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opposite directions parallel to the perforation 78. This causes the z-shaped fold 52 

to unfold. Once the z-shaped 52 is fully unfolded, the perforation 78 can break. 

Thereafter, the two opposing halves of the drape 32 may fall on either side of the 

sterile field without compromising sterility. As a result, the drape 32 can initially 

remain secured to provide a sterile field and also be sterilely separated about the 

selectively separable portion 40. Of course, the drape 32 could include features 

other than a perforation that allow the drape 32 to easily be separated.

The drape 32 may also include a plurality securing straps 70 attached to the 

area 34 that are wrapped around the patient 82 and the operating table 84. The 

securing straps 70 may have a fastener 86 located on an end 72 of the straps 70. 

For instance, the fastener 86 could be adhesives, pins, clips, snaps, hook-and-loop 

fasteners, clamps, magnetic strips, or any other fastener as known to one of 

ordinary skill in the art. Once the fasteners 86 are engaged, the drape 32 is 

secured about the operating table 84. Of course, the drape 32 need not include the 

straps 70 but could instead be secured to itself about the operating table 84.

Additionally, the draping system 30 may include a plurality of handles 66. 

For instance, as shown the handles 66 are attached to the drape 32 on either side of 

the first peripheral edge 44 and the second peripheral edge 48. These handles 66 

help to facilitate the separation of the drape 32 about the selectively separable 

portion 40. Although the handles 66 are shown as separate components that are 

attached to the drape 32, it should also be noted that the handles 66 could be 

formed with the drape 32.

As shown in FIGS. 11-13, 17, 21, 23, 24, and 25, the lock device 54 

comprises a poly seal 56 that extends across the middle of the drape 32. More 

specifically, the lock device 54 extends from beyond the first peripheral edge 44 

and the second peripheral edge 48. The poly seal 56 may also have a perforation 

58 that extends along the longitudinal portion 42 of the drape 32. Like the 

perforation 78 described above, the perforation 58 may or may not be visible by

10
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8 the naked eye but has been shown in the figures as a dashed line. Due to the lock 

device 54, before the first peripheral edge 44 and the second peripheral edge 48 

can be separated to unfold the z-shaped fold 52, the poly seal 56 must first be 

broken about the perforation 58. Like the drape 32, to disengage the lock device 

54, the draping system 30 is pulled in two opposite directions parallel to the 

perforation 58. Alternatively, the lock device 54 could take a number of other 

forms, including at least one piece of adhesive tape, at least one set of hook and 

loop fasteners, at least one clamp, or the like. These lock devices 54 can be 

disengaged, after which the draping system 30 can be pulled in opposite 

directions.

Next, a method of manufacturing the draping system 30 will be described. 

Initially, a sheet 76 is manufactured with a predetermined length 36 and a 

predetermined width 38. Thereafter, a perforation 78 is formed in the sheet 76 

midway between the predetermined width 38 along the entire length of the sheet 

76. Once the perforation 78 has been formed, the sheet 76 is folded such that the 

first peripheral edge 44 overlaps over the second peripheral edge 48. For instance, 

there could be an approximately 3-inch overlap. As this occurs, the perforation 78 

is located between the first peripheral edge 44 and the second peripheral edge 48. 

Additionally, when this occurs a portion of the sheet 76 covers the perforation 78. 

Next, the lock device 54 is secured to the sheet 76 such that the sheet 76 remains 

in the folded configuration until the lock device 54 is disengaged. For instance, a 

poly seal 56 having a perforation 58 formed therein may be heat sealed to the 

sheet 76 to form the lock 54. Alternatively, adhesive tape could be applied, or 

hook and loop fasteners could be applied to form the lock. Next, the draping 

system 30 can be folded into a compact shape while also maintaining sterility 

about the sheet 76.

While the draping system 30 is being folded, directional labels 80 may be 

installed to the sheet. These directional labels 80 serve to both secure adjacent 

portions of the draping system 30 to one another, and also to provide instruction to

11
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8 a user as to the way that drape 32 should be unfolded. For instance, the labels 80a 

shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 help to inform a user as to which side should be placed 

upwardly. Additionally, the labels 80b shown in FIGS. 5-7 show the direction in 

which the labels 80b should be broken. Further still, the labels 80c shown in 

FIGS. 8-10 provide arrows showing the direction in which the handles should be 

pulled. Also, handles 66 can be installed to the sheet 76 or formed with the sheet 

76, which allow the draping system 30 to more easily be used.

A method of using the draping system 30 helps to maintain sterile 

conditions about an operating room during a medical procedure. Initially, the 

draping system 30 is removed from a sterile package and placed onto a sterile 

surface 68. Next, the draping system 30 is unfolded, as shown in FIGS. 4-8 and 

14-16. Directional labels 80 may be included on the draping system 30 that help 

to instruct a user or users how to unfold and use the draping system 30.

To fully install the drape 32 about the patient 82 and the operating table 84, 

the straps 70 are wrapped around the patient 82 and the operating table 84, and 

secured to either one another, the drape 32 itself, or the operating table 84 as 

shown in FIGS. 17-20. By securing the drape 32 beneath the table 84 using the 

straps 70, the system 30 allows various medical equipment 74 to be moved in 

close relation to the table 84 without compromising sterility, as shown in FIGS. 21 

and 22.

See FIGS. 23-26 for views of the full system 30 in use and 27-31 for 

schematic views of the drape 32 in use, including the disengagement of the lcok 

device 54 and separation of the drape 32 about perforation 78. Once fully 

unfolded, the lock device 54 may be disengaged as shown in FIGS. 23 and 24. To 

do so, opposite ends of the drape 32 are pulled away from one another. Once the 

lock device 54 is disengaged, further pulling results in unfolding of the z-shaped 

fold 52 as shown in FIGS. 29 and 30. As this is done, a sterile zone 88 is exposed 

that is located within the z-shaped fold 52. Further pulling still results in breaking 

of the drape 32 about the perforation 78, with either edge 44, 48 of the perforation

12
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8 78 remaining sterile. See FIGS. 26 and 31. While this happens, sterility is 

maintained beneath the drape 32. Additionally, the handles 66 can be pulled in 

opposite directions in order to disengage the lock device 54, unfold the z-shaped 

fold 52, and break the drape 32 about the perforation 78. As a result, the system 30 

allows the drape 32 to be easily and sterilely removed. More specifically, the 

drape system 30 allows both of the first peripheral edge 44 and the overlapping 

second peripheral edge 48 to remain sterile during the separation process.

There are virtually innumerable uses for the present invention, all of which 

need not be detailed here. For instance, the drape system 30 could be used in any 

setting where sterility concerns exist. Furthermore, the drape system 30 could be 

used in other contexts to shelter an environment beneath the drape system 30. All 

the disclosed embodiments can be practiced without undue experimentation.

Although the best mode contemplated by the inventors of carrying out the 

present invention is disclosed above, practice of the present invention is not 

limited thereto. It will be manifest that various additions, modifications and 

rearrangements of the features of the present invention may be made without 

deviating from the spirit and scope of the underlying inventive concept.

Similarly, any material capable of maintaining sterility could be used to 

create the draping system. For instance, as shown the drape is made of a sterile, 

substantially transparent plastic material. However, the individual components 

need not be fabricated from the disclosed materials, but could be fabricated from 

virtually any suitable materials.

Moreover, the individual components need not be formed in the disclosed 

shapes, or assembled in the disclosed configuration, but could be provided in 

virtually any shape, and assembled in virtually any configuration. Further, 

although the drape and the lock device are described herein as being separate 

modules that are later combined, it will be manifest that they may be made 

simultaneously using a single piece of material. Furthermore, all the disclosed 

features of each disclosed embodiment can be combined with, or substituted for,

13
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features are mutually exclusive.

It is intended that the appended claims cover all such additions, 

modifications and rearrangements. Expedient embodiments of the present 

invention are differentiated by the appended claims.

Throughout this specification and the claims which follow, unless the 

context requires otherwise, the word "comprise", and variations such as 

"comprises" and "comprising", will be understood to imply the inclusion of a 

stated integer or step or group of integers or steps but not the exclusion of any 

other integer or step or group of integers or steps.

The reference to any prior art in this specification is not, and should not be 

taken as, an acknowledgement or any form of suggestion that the prior art forms 

part of the common general knowledge in Australia.

14
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. A draping system configured to maintain sterility comprising:

a drape comprising:

an area defined by a predetermined length and a predetermined 

width;

a selectively separable portion extending along a longitudinal 

portion; and

a first peripheral edge at a first terminus of the predetermined width 

and a second peripheral edge at a second terminus of the predetermined 

width, the first and second peripheral edges adapted to at least partially 

overlap on another to form a z-shaped fold; and

a lock device configured to maintain the first and second peripheral edges 

in the z-shaped fold until the lock device is disengaged.

2. The draping system of claim 1, wherein the lock device comprises a poly 

seal with a first perforation extending therethrough.

3. The draping system of claim 2, wherein a second perforation extends 

substantially parallel to the first peripheral edge and the second peripheral edge.

4. The draping system of claim 3, wherein the first perforation is configured 

to allow the lock device to be disengage; and

wherein the second perforation is configured to allow the drape to be 

separated once the z-shaped fold is unfolded.
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8 5. The draping system of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of handles 

attached to the area configured to enable the lock device to be disengaged and the 

z-shaped fold to be unfolded.

6. The draping system of claim 1, wherein the lock device is selected from a 

group consisting of at least one piece of adhesive tape, a plurality of hook and loop 

fasteners, and a plurality of clamps.

7. A method of using a draping system comprising:

placing a drape system on a sterile surface, the drape system comprising: 

a drape comprising:

an area defined by a predetermined length and a 

predetermined width;

a selectively separable portion extending along a longitudinal 

portion;

a first peripheral edge at a first terminus of the predetermined 

width and a second peripheral edge at a second terminus of the 

predetermined width, the first and second peripheral edges adapted 

to at least partially overlap on another to form a z-shaped fold; and

a lock device configured to maintain the first and second 

peripheral edges in the z-shaped fold; and

unfolding the drape system about the sterile surface.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of disengaging the lock 

device.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of:

pulling opposite ends of the drape away from one another, 

unfolding the z-shaped fold;

16
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maintaining sterility beneath the drape.

10. The method of claim 8 further comprising the steps of:

grasping at least two handles attached to opposite sides of the drape; 

pulling the handles in opposite directions;

unfolding the z-shaped fold;

breaking the drape about the perforation; and 

maintaining sterility beneath the drape.

11. The method of claim 8 further comprising the steps of: 

wrapping a plurality of straps around the sterile surface; and

affixing ends associated with the plurality of straps to the area to secure the 

drape to the sterile surface.

12. The method of claim 8 further comprising the step of:

moving a piece of medical equipment adjacent to the sterile surface.

13. A method of manufacturing a draping system comprising: 

manufacturing a sheet with a predetermined length and a predetermined

width;

forming a perforation midway between the predetermined width along the 

entire length of the sheet;

folding the sheet such that a first peripheral edge overlaps over a second 

peripheral edge, where the perforation is located between the first peripheral edge 

and the second peripheral edge, and wherein a portion of the sheet covers the 

perforation when the sheet is folded; and

securing a lock device to the sheet such that the sheet remains in the folded 

configuration until the lock device is disengaged.
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14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of heat sealing a poly 

seal to the sheet.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of applying at least 

one piece of tape to the sheet.

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising the steps of applying a 

plurality of hook and loop fasteners to the sheet; and

engaging complimentary hook and loop fasteners to one another.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the folding of the first peripheral edge 

and the second peripheral edge forms a three-inch overlap.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of installing 

directional labels to the sheet.

19. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of installing handles to 

the sheet.

20. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of folding the sheet 

into a compact shape while maintaining sterility about the sheet.
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