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es tc an improvement in

ases and mo;e particularly
: attaching 2
cover to the boay ox a receptacle.

The inventicn is directed to modifications and
improvements of my Patent 1,833,305 which dis-
closes a receptacie having a body portion and
cover, these elements being retained in pivotal
or hinge like engagement with each cther through
use of one or more springs. The invention is
also directed o further improvements over my
Patent No. 2,014,951, which discloses modifications
prior to those of the present invéntion, To adapt
receptacles uiilizing the structure of the above
mentioned patents for various uses and to pro-
duce it in many sizes, advantagecus improve-
menis and changes have been made which con-
st titute the subject matter of the present inven-
v, These improvements include provision for
nereasing the extent of opening of a cover with
espect to the body portion of a receptacle, means
or supporting a pivotal intermediate element
he receptacle and utilizing an intermediate ele~
mea’b as g combplementary connector for the piv-
otal structure of the body and cover.

The material from which the receuvtacle and
intermediate element is formed has no bearing
o -hie present invention inasmuch as all mold-
able substances such as rubber, bakelite, and
synthetic resins, as well as wood or metsl, may
be used. )

Cne of the objects of the invention lisg in the
pmvision of complementary pivotzl means in
the body and cover of a receptacle, a spring being
engaged with the body and cover {0 secure these
olements in operable pivotal relationships.

Another object of the invention lizs in the
provision of ofiset complementary pivotal mesns
in the body and cover which permits opshing the
cover to almost any desired degree.

Ancther object of the invention lies in the
wrovision of one or more intermediate slements
in g closed receptacle, said element or elements
being pivotal with respect o the body and cover
and serving to divide the interior thereof imto
several compariments.

Anocther object of the invention lies in the nro-
vision of means for mounting an intermediate
element on & complementary pivot structure.

Ancther object of the invention lies in the
provision of an intermediate element having 2
pivot portion complemental to the pivot portions
of the body and cover of 2 receptacle in which
said element is mounted.

Ancther object of the invention lies in the pro-
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visxon of o closed recepiacle having o dividing

element therein which is held in place by the

body and cover securing means.

Other and further objects of the mvention wii
be more fully understocd from a consideraticn
of the following specification teken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings and in
which .

Fig, 1isa perspectxve view of one modification
of the invention showing the cover of g receptacle
in open position;

Fig., 2 is an enlarged, fragmentsry, vertical,
sectional view of a part of the pivot structure of
the modification of Fig. 1, heing taken on the
linie 8—2 of Fig. 4;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, vertical, section 1 view
taken substantially on the line 3—3 of Fig. Z;

Fig. 4 is a vertical, sectional view taken sm:—
stantially on the line 4—14 of Fig. 2;

Pig. B ig a further vertical, sectional view, being
taken on the line §—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 6 is a vertical, sectional view faken on
same section line as Fig. 4 and shows the co
in extreme open position;

Fig. 7 is an exploded view showing the hody,
cover, intermediate element and spring in posi-
tion to be assembled

Fig, 8 is & fra,gmentar" plan view of one c‘yn”
of intermediate element which may be secured
in and become a
shown in Fg. 1

Tig. 8 is a fragmentary, perspective view of 2
modiflcation of the structure shown in Fig, 1
and shows identical complementary pivotzi cle-
ments for both the body portion and cover of
,the receptacie;

g, 10 is an enlurged, vertics 1 secticnal view
taken substantizlly on & lne "E&-——m of Feg. 9;

Fig. 11 is a vertical, sectional view of the body
and cover of a receptacle in closed pcsn‘non neing
taken substantiaily on & line fi—{? of Fig. &;

Fig. 12 is an exploded, vertical, sectioneal view
of the body, cover, infermediate element and
spring of the moedification of Fig. §;
 ¥ig. 13 is a perspective view of & case
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invention;

Fig. 14 is an enlarged, vertical, se«vi;mnsl vievy
of the pivetal structure of the modification of
Fig. 13, being taken substantielly on the lng
i8—i4 of Fig. 15;

Fig. 15 is g vertical, sectional view showing the
pivotal and free end structure of an intermediate
element;

Figs. 16 and 17 are fragmentary, vertical, sec-

part of the pivotal structure ;
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tional views showing the cover in open and closed
position respectively, these figures being taken
substantially on the line i6—18 of Fig. 14;

Fig. 18 is an exploded fragmentary, sectional

»v1ew of the structure shown in Figs. 16 and 17;

Fig. 19 is a perspective view of one modification
of an intermediate element; and

Fig. 20 is a fragmentary, perspective view show-
ing a seat common to both the body and cover
for receiving and seating the pivot portion of
an intermediate element.

Reference is now had to Figures 1 to 8 inclu-
sive of the drawings wherein the invention is

- generally indicated by the reference numeral 10

and comprises a body portion {f and cover 12.
The body portion fi is formed with a rear wall
{4 having one or more reinforced portions i5
depending on the size and utility of the case.
Along the upper edge of the reinforced portion 5
and projecting rearwardly of the wall {4 is a
rolled portion or bead 16. This bead may be in-
terrupted at one or more places in its length by
& recess or slot 17 which continues downwardly
of the reinforced portion {5. The base wall 18
of the recess is preferably formed in a predeter-
mined curve or-provided with a projection 19
which terminates in a spring seat 20. The curved
portion of the base wall I8 or the projection 19
serve as a stop to limit opening of the -cover to a
desired degree by contact thereof with a strap

-spring which forms part of the structure. The

side and front walls 21 and 22 of the body por-
tion {1 are of any desired shape and may be op-

tionally formed with or without projecting edges .

or recesses-with which to engage a cover 12 for
the purpose of providing an overlapping or in-

terfitting when the cover is closed down upon .

the body portion.

The rear wall 25 of the cover 12 is formed with
one or more reinforced portions 26, these por-
tions corresponding in number and location with
the reinforced portions 15 of the body portion (1.
The portion 26 terminates along its lower édge
in a recess or seat 28 which receives and is com-
plemental to the bead 16 of the body portion 1.
The reinforced portion 26 is also interrupted by

one or more recesses or slots 29 which correspond:

in position to the recess 17 and has a curved base
wall 30 which terminates in a spring seat 3f;
Adjacent the aligned recesses {7 and 29 of the
rear walls of the body portion and cover there
may be provided, as deemed necessary, comple-
mentary engageable portions such as lugs 33 and
recess 35. The number of lugs, contour thereof,
and corresponding number and contour-of re-

cesses, is largely dependent on the type, size and

material from which the receptacle is made.
‘When the cover is closed upon the body portion,
the lug of one element of the receptacle projects
into the recess of the other element and prevents
twisting or misalignment of the cover with re-
spect to the body portion.

It is found desirable in certain types of closed
receptacles to provide an intermediate element
which may divide the interior of the receptacle

into several compartments. Provision in the

present invention is made for such an interme-
diate element, and this element indicated by the
numersl 40 may be formed from metal with pol-
ished surfaces to constitute a mirror if the re-
ceptacleis used as a vanity case, or may be made
from the same material as the receptacle. The
element 40 conforms generally to the inner con-
tour of the receptacle and fits therein as shown

2,046,133

in Pig. 1 of the drawings. The rear edge of the
element is formed with one or more arms 41
which in side elevation are substantially circular
and have a diameter corresponding to the diam-
eter of the bead 16. Suitably located slots or §
recesses 43 are made in the bead {6 to receive
the arms 41, A slot 44 is made in the rear edge
of the element 40, preferably mid-way of the
arms 41, to permit mounting a spring 45. The
forward edge of the element 40 may be formed
with a tab 46 which will fit into a shallow recess
47 in the front wall 22 of the body portion 1.
To aid in assembling the structure above de- )
scribed attention is directed to Fig. 7 of the
drawings. The element 40 is mounted in the 15
body portion, arms #1 being projected into re-
cesses 43, and tab 48 into recess 41. It is to be
noted that the upper face of the tab 46 may
be flush with the upper edge of the wall 22 of the
body portion and also that arms 41 fill the 20
recesses' 43 and complete the broken contour of
the bead 16 so that cover 12 may be mounted on
the body portion and recess 28 receive the bead
16 and-arms 41. One end of the spring 45 is now
projected through the slot 44 and caused to en- 25
gage the seat 20 of the body portion. Pressure
is now applled mid-way of the spring and the
other -end thereof snaps into engagement with
the seat 31 of the cover. The receptacle: is now
assembled and since the spring seats are offset 50
from the pivot center, the cover will be caused to
move under spring tension into open or closed
position. In view of the fact that the bead 16
is rearwardly. offset from the rear wall of the
body portion, it is possible for the cover 12 to 30
swing about the bead during the act of opening
beyond a .90 degree position. The extent of
opening is, therefore, controlled by two elements
of the structure, namely, the extent of offset of
the bead and the size or location of projection
9. If the projection 19 is of sufficient height,
opening will be controlled by the central portion

10

40

" of the spring contacting with this projection. On

the other hand, if this projection is not of sufi-
cient height, the cover may swing into a ‘posi-
tion such that the rear edge thereof contacts
the rear wall of the body portion directly beneath
the offset bead. It is contemplated that the bead
may be set rearwardly sufficiently to adapt re-
ceptacles having the pivotal connection above 39
described for all practical uses. Attention is also
directed to the fact that when the cover iIs in
open position as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
the intermediate element 40 may be moved about
its pivot point and swung forwardly into posi- .
tion within the cover 12 in order to expose the
compariment formed by the body portion. Thus,
independent movement of the intermediate ele-~
ment is possible when the receptacle is open and
the intermediate element will, when out of posi-
tion, be moved into position within the body por- .
tion when the cover is again moved to close the
receptacle.

Reference is now had more particularly to -
Figures 9 to 12 inclusive wherein is shown a “°
modification of the invention above described.
In this instance the receptacle comprises two

T
1

i

“identical elements, namely, body portion and

cover. One only, therefore, will be described in 0
detail. . For purposes of explanation, the dis-
closure of Fig. 9 may be considered as the body
portion of a modified receptacle, being generally
indicated by the reference numeral 50. This re-
ceptacle may be of any desired shape and differs 75
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from the previously described receptacle {8 only
in the pivotal supporting structure. The rear
wall 81 is formed with a central spring receiving
portion 52. This portion includes an inwardly
sloped wall §3 which terminates in a horizontgl
shoulder 58. Continuing downwardly within the
body portion from the shoulder 5§ is & curved
wall 56 which ferminates in a spring seat 7.
When two identical elements are fitted together
to form a closed receptacle (see Fig. 11) the
shoulder 58 of one element abuts the shoulder
54 of the other element and these elements are
held in place by o spring 58. To one side of the
central portion 32 is a bzad 60 which projects
above and slightly to the rear of the wall 54 (see
Fig. 10). On the other side of the portion 32 is
a recess or depression 8. The recess 54 is formed
in an arc having the same radius as the radius
for the bead 89, both being develoved on a com-
men axis. If will be noted that the inwardly
sloped wall 53 meets shoulder 34 at a noint exact-
1y on center with the radius center of both the
bead 60 and recess 8. Conseguently, when the
cover of the receptacle is moved t{o open posi-
tion there will be no interference as beiween
portions 82 of the body portion and cover of the
recepiacis.
wall B! a lug 83 is provided. A% the other side
of the portion 52 is & recess 64 which is of = size
and shape ¢{o receive a lug in the cover corre-
sponding to the lug 3. When two identical
réceptacle elements are broughi together in op-
posed relationship, it 15 found thai the bead 39
of one clement enters the rscess 51 of the other
and vice versa. ‘This is also irue of lugs 53 and
recesses 83, Since the highest point of the central
portion 8% ie al the axls of rotalion of each sle-
ment there vill be no Interfersnce from this por-
tion of the structure when the cover is moves
irom gme position io another. The i
y ingie compart
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and therefore If the recepiazie !
different sheped molds must be 7
duce one recepiacle.
the modification of ¥
o completed recepiacle Including b
and cover thrcough the use of only on
since these elemenis are identical and
to be fited fozether as dsseribad
Relerence I8 now hod o the
ures 13 {o 20 inclusive covering :
iflicetion of the invention. “The op
shown in g, 13 of the drawings ¢
indicated by the reference numerpl
prises & body portion 71 and covar 72,
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be provided with shallow recess in ¢
wall 78. The rvear wall 76 of the hody porilon is
reinforced and provided with o spring ssat 77

At one side of the portion 52 in the

3

which connects through a curved surface 18 with
an upwardly opening arcuate recess 80. Al-
though the spring seat 77 and wall 18 are located
only at such points as a spring may be required,
the recess 88 extends the full length of the rear
wall 76. 'The cover 72 for purposes of illustration
may be identical with the body portion just de-
scribed, beilng provided with a2 reinforced rear
wall 81, spring seat 82, curved wall 32, and arc-
uzte recess 83. Recesses 80 and 83 are produced
on the same radius. The front wall of the cover
is recessed at 88 to correspond with the recess
74 of the body portion, \
An intermediate element 88 is located in the
receptacle 70 for the purpose of dividing the
interior into two or mors compartments. As
heretofore mentioned, an intermediate element
of a receptacle of this typz may be formed from
any suitable material depending on its utility. It

will, however, be mosi generally ussd a3 g double -

faced, mirror and will conform %o the inner
contour of the receplacle. "The forward edge
¢f the element has a tab 89 which is adapied to
be flush .with the exterior front edges of the

body poriion and cover, this being made pos- :

sible by the combined opening produced by re-
cesses 74 and 85 when the cover 72 is clcsed upon
the body portion 7§ (see Pig. 15). The rear edge

of the element 38 may be rolled, molded or de-

veloped in eny other suifable way into a Bhead '

88. The radius of this bead is-identicel with the
radius from which recesses ©5 and 35 of the
bedy portion znd cover were developed. Beiween

side edges of the elemsen} 38, and cut partly into A

the bead 89, is 2 slot or open
92 is in vertica
of the hody mo

This openin
ine spring
on and cover and permilb

jecting spring 22 thersthrough 4o ez
seais. The bead 98 of the slemend 22

inates the necessity
body vort
cation of g,
o dividin

place of and 2lix
2 bead on alth
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s»ribed may be varied without involving the f‘uba
ject matier of the invention and that the in-
venion is primarily directed to modified forms
of pivotal connection as between the body por-
tion and cover elements of a closed receptacle
and that applicant may vary the structure shown

~and described without deperting from the spirit

and scope of the invention as defined m the
hereunto annexed claims.

Having thus set forth my invention what I-
claim as new and for which I desire prm;ection

by Letters Patent is:—

1. A receptacle comprising a bcdy portion and
cover, complementary pivotal mesns in said body
portion and said cover, spring means securing
said means in operable pivotal relationship, said
pivotal means being outwardly offset to increase
the pivotal range of said body portion and said
COVER. . ‘

3. A receptacle comprising a body portion and
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body
portion and sald cover, spring means securing
said pivoial means in operable pivotal relation-
ship, said pivotal means being rearwardly offset
to -increase one of the complementary surfaces
thereof, whereby to increase the pivotel range
of said hody portion and said cover. _

3. A receptacle comprising a body poriion and
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body
portion and said cover, spring means securing
said pivotal means in operable pivotal relation-

- ship, said pivotal means including & bead on one

element of seid receptacle, said bead being rear-

. wardly offset to increase the circumferential sur-
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face thereof whereby to increase the relative piv-
ctal range of said body portion and said cover.
4. A receptacle comprising & body portion snd

- cover, complementary pivotal means in sgid body
portion and cover, an intermediale element in .

said receptacle, means mounting said element
for pivotal movement relative tc sald body por-
tion and said cover, and spring meang securing
said element means in operable pivotal rela-
tions‘np

5. A receptacle comprising a body portion a.nd
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body
portion and cover, an intermediate element in
said receptacle, means mounting said element for
pivotal movement relative to said body portion
and said cover, and spring means securing the
element mounting means in said receptacle, said
spring. means also serving to secure said pivotal
means in operabie relationship.

8. A receptacle comprising a body portion and

cover, complementary pivotel means in said body

portion and cover, an intermediste element in
sald receptacle, pivotal means on said element,
said mesans interfitting with said complementary
means, and spring means securing ssid comple-
mentary means and said pivotal means in oper-
able relationship. -

7. A receptacle comprising & body porilon and
cover, an intermediate element, complementary
pivotal means in said body portion, cover and
intermediate element, spring means securing said
pivotael means in operable positicn.

8. A receptacle comprising a body portion and
cover, an intermediate element dividing the in-
terior of said receptacle into compartments, co-
operating pivotal meens in said body portion,
cover and intermediate element, spring means
engaged with and serving to secure said body
portion and said cover in operable pivotal rela-
tionship, said boedy portion and said cover togeth-

3, 04@ 188

er mounting and securing said intermediate ele- v

ment for independent pivotal movemernt.

" 9. A receptacle comprising a body portion and:
cover, complementary pivotal meansin said body
 portion and said cover, an intermediate element

dividing the interior of sald receptacle into com-
partiments, pivotal means on said element, spring
means serving to secure said body portion and
said cover in operable pivotal relationship and to

secure sald element pivotal means to permit in-

dependent movement of said element relative to
said body portion and said cover.
10. A receptacle comprising a body portion and

(5]

10

¢over, complementary pivotal means in said body

portion and said cover, said means being sub-
stentially ideniical in both elements of said recep-
tacle whereby either element may represent the
cover or body portion and spring means for se-
curing said bedy portion and cover in operable

" pivotal relationship.

11. A receptacle comprising a body portion and
cover, complementary pivotal portions in said
body portion and said cover, a spring seat in said
body portion and said cover, the seat of each eie-

ment of said receptacle serving to senarate the
dissimilar pivotal portions of that element, and a
spring engaged with said seats for securing said

25

body portion and sald cover in opera:)le pivotal -

" relationship.
12. A receptacle comprising elements constitut-
ing a body portion and cover, an intermediate eie-

30

ment in said receptacle, complementary pivotal

‘means in said intermediate element and said body

portion and said cover, and a spring for securing

all of said elements together in operable pivotal

- relationship.

13. Areceptacle comprising elements ¢onstitut-
ing a body portion and cover, an intermediate ele-
ment dividing the interior of said receptacle into
compartments, complementary pivotal means in
sald intermediaté element and said body portion

operable position whereby to facilitate relative

35
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" and said cover, a spring for securing said meansin

pilvotal movement of all of .the elements of said -

receptacle. -

- 14. A receptacle comprising elements constitut-
ing a body portion and cover, pivot seats in said
body portion and said cover, an intermediate
element in said receptacle, a pivot bead on said
intermediate element, said bead being interfitted
with the seats of said body portion and said cover,

45

50

and spring means engaged with said body portion

- and said cover serving to secure all of the ele--
ments of sald receptacle in operable pivotal
- relationship.

i8. A receptacle comprising elements constitut-
ing a body portion and cover, an arcuate seat on
the pivot wall of said body portion and said cover,
an intermediate element dividing the interior of
said receptacle into compartments, a bead on said
intermediate element, said bead interfitting with

said seats, and spring means projecting through

an opening in said intermediate element and en-

gaged with said body portion and said cover, said

spring means serving to secure all of the elements
of said receptacle in cperable pivotal relationship.
_ 16. A receptacle comprising elements consti-
tuting a body portion and cover, an intermediate
clement dividing the interfor of said receptacle
into compartments, compiementary pivotal means
in said intermediate element and said body por-
tion and said cover, spring seats in said body por-
tion and saié cover, a spring projecting through
an opening in said intermediate element en-
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gaged with said spring seats, sald spring serving
to secure said complementary pivotal means in
operable position, said intermediate element being
pivotally movable with either element of sald
receptacle or independently thereof. .

17. A receptacle comprising elements consti-
tuting a body portion and cover, pivotal means
on the body portion and cover, a part of the piv-
otal means of one element of the receptacle being
complemental to another part of the pivotal
means of the same element, and spring means for

5

securing the elements of the receptacle in oper-
able pivotal relationship.

18. A receptacle comprising elements consti-
tuting & body portion and cover, pivotal means
in the body portion and cover, said pivotal means
including a bead and seat on each element, the
bead and seat of one element interfitting with the
bead and seat of the other element, and means
for securing the elements in operable pivotal
relationship.

MERRILL L. RATHBUN.
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