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UNITED STATES 

2,046,133 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,046,233 

(CLOSEF3 SECEFACEiE (E CASE 

iferati; L. Rakai is, 5amesovia, N. Y. 
Applicaica Jagiy 2, 3935, Seria No. 29,533 

53 liaig.2s. (C5. 21-5) 

s 

Se J ife 32, 
cover to the loody of a receptacle. 
The inventicia is directed to modifications and 

impicyements of my Patent, i,833,305 which dis 
closes a receptacle having a body portion and 
cover, these elements being retained in pivotal 
or hinge like engagement with each other through 

ai Sipport means for attaching a, 

use of One or more Springs. The investion is 
also directed to further improverinents over my 
Fatent No. 2,04,951, which discloses modifications 
prior to those of the present invention. To adapt 
receptacles utilizing the structure of the above 
:28:aioned patents for various uses and to pro 
duce it, in naily sizes, advantageous improve. 
Yeats and changes have been inade which con 
Stitute the subject matter of the present inven 
tion. These improvements include provision for 
increasirig the extent of opening of a cover Witha. 
respect to tine oody polition of a receptacle, raeans 
for supporting a pivotal intermediate element in 
tiae receptacle and utilizing an internediate ele 
Areat, as a complementary connector for the piv. 
otai structure of the body and cover. 

the laterial from which the receptacle and 
interiaediate eleinent is formed has no bearing 
firi Še present invention irasmuch as all mold 
able substances Such as rubber, bakelite, and 
Synthetic resins, as Weil as Wood or metal, Inay 
be used. 

Cine of the objects of the inventiora lies in he 
provision of coin pierrentary pivotal means in 
the loody and cover of a receptacle, a spring being 
eingaged with the body and Cover to Secure these 
eiene:nts in operable pivotal relationships. 
Another object of the invention ias in the 

provision of offset cornple(entary pivotal agains 
in the body and cover which perinits opening the 
cover to almost any desired degree. 
Another object of the invention lies in the 

grovision of one or more intermediate elements 
in a closed receptacle, said element or elez lents 
being pivotal with respect to the body and cover 
and serving to divide the interior thereof into 
several compartments. 
Another object of the invention lies in the pro 

vision of means for mounting an intermediate 
element on a complementary pivot structure. 
Another object of the invention lies in the 

provision of an intermediate element having 8. 
pivot portion complemental to the pivot portions 
of the body and cover of a receptacle is which 
said element is mounted. 
Another object of the invention lies is a he pro 

- ceptacle involving a further iodificatio?? 6. 

vision of a, closed receptacle having , gividi;): 
eienient (herein which is held in glace y the 
iOdy and cover S&curing nea.S. 
Other and further objects of tie invention Wii: 

be more fully understood from a consideration. 
Of the following specification taken in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings and in 
which - 

Fig. i is a perspective view of one modification. 
of the invention showing the cover of a receptacle 
in open position; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary, Westical, 
Sectional view of a part of the pivot structure of . 
the modification of Fig. 1, being taken on the 
lie 2-2 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 3 is a fraginentary, vertical, sectionel Vie". 
taken substantially on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical, sectional view taken Sui 
stantially on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a further vertical, sectional View, being 
taken on the line 3-5 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 6 is a vertical, sectional view taken on the 
same section line as Fig. 4 and shows the Cove." 
in extreme open position; 

Fig. 7 is an exploded view showing the body, 
cover, intermediate element and Spring in posi 
tion to be assembled; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary plan view of one type 
of intermediate element which may be sect:2'ed 
in and become a part of the pivotal structure 3. 
shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary, perspective view of 2, 
imodification of the structure shown in Fig. i 
and shows identical complementary pivotal ce 
ments for both the body portion and cover of 
the receptacle; 

Fig. 10 is an enlarged, vertical, secticinal view 
taken substantially on a line Sci-fi of Fig. 9; 

Fig. 1 is a vertical, sectional view of the 3d if 
and cover of a, receptacle in closed position. Reiing 
taken substantially on a line : - ; of Fig. 2; 

Fig. i2 is an exploded, vertical, sectica. ?iev'? 
of the body, cover, intermediate eleme: , , aid. 
spring of the modification of Fig. 9: 

aig. 3 is a perspactive view of 2 case 

invention; 
Fig. 14 is an enlarged, vertica, Sectionai vie 

of the pivotal structure of the modificatio. C3 
Fig. 13, being taken substantially of , i.e. iii.23 
24-4 of Kig. 15; 

Fig. 15 is a vertical, sectional view showing 6. 
pivotal and free end stracture of an interredia:63 
element; 

Figs. 6 and 1 are fragnetary, Werticai, 326 it 
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2 
tional views showing the cover in open and closed 
position respectively, these figures being taken 
substantially on the line 6-6 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 18 is an exploded fragmentary, sectional 
5 view of the structure shown in Figs. 16 and 17; 

Fig. 19 is a perspective view of one modification 
of an intermediate element; and 

Fig. 20 is a fragmentary, perspective view show 
ing a seat common to both the body and cover 
for receiving and seating the pivot portion of 
an intermediate element. 

Reference is now had to Figures 1 to 8 inclu 
sive of the drawings wherein the invention is 
generally indicated by the reference numeral O 
and comprises a body portion and cover 2. 
The body portion fi is formed with a rear Wall 
14 having one or more reinforced portions 5 
depending on the size and utility of the case. 
Along the upper edge of the reinforced portion is 
and projecting rearwardly of the wall 4 is a 
rolled portion or bead 6. This bead may be in 
terrupted at one or more places in its length by 
a recess or slot 7 which continues downwardly 
of the reinforced portion 5. The base wall 8 
of the recess is preferably formed in a predeter 
mined curve or provided with a projection 9 
which terminates in a spring seat 20. The curved 
portion of the base wall 8 or the projection f 9 
serve as a stop to limit opening of the cover to a 
desired degree by contact thereof with a strap 

- spring which forms part of the structure. The 
side and front walls 2 and 22 of the body por 
tion are of any desired shape and may be op 

O 

15 
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tionally formed with or without projecting edges . 
or recesses with which to engage a cover 2 for 
the purpose of providing an overlapping or in 
terfitting when the cover 
the body portion. 
The rear wall 25 of the cover 2 is formed with 

one or more reinforced portions 26, these por 
tions corresponding in number and location with 
the reinforced portions 5 of the body portion f. 
The portion 26 terminates along its lower edge 
in a recess or seat 28 which receives and is com 
plemental to the bead 6 of the body portion f. 
The reinforced portion 26 is also interrupted by 

40 

45 

One or more recesses or slots 29 which correspond 
in position to the recess 7 and has a curved base 
wall 30 which terminates in a spring seat 3. 
Adjacent the aligned recesses 7 and 29 of the 

rear walls of the body portion and cover there 
may be provided, as deemed necessary, comple 
mentary engageable portions such as lugs 33 and 
recess 35. The number of lugs, contour thereof, 
and corresponding number and contour of re 
cesses, is largely dependent on the type, size and 
material from which the receptacle is made. 
When the cover is closed upon the body portion, 
the lug of one element of the receptacle projects 
into the recess of the other element and prevents 
twisting or misalignment of the cover with re 
Spect to the body portion. 

It is found desirable in certain types of closed 
receptacles to provide an intermediate element 
which may divide the interior of the receptacle 
into several compartments. Provision in the 
present invention is made for such an interme 
diate element, and this element indicated by the 
numeral 40 may be formed from metal with pol 
ished surfaces to constitute a mirror if the re 
ceptacle is used as a vanity case, or may be made 
from the same material as the receptacle. The 
element 40 conforms generally to the inner con 

75 tour of the receptacle and fits therein as shown 
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is closed down upon , 

2,046,188 
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The rear edge of the 
element is formed with one or more arms 4 
which in side elevation are substantially circular 
and have a diameter corresponding to the diam 
eter of the bead 6. Suitably located slots or 5 
recesses 43 are made in the bead 6 to receive 
the arms 4. A slot 44 is made in the rear edge 
of the element 40, preferably mid-way of the 
arms 4, to permit mounting a spring 45. The 
for Ward edge of the element 40 may be formed 
with a tab 46 which will fit into a shallow recess 
4 in the front wall 22 of the body portion f. 
To aid in assembling the structure above de 

scribed attention is directed to Fig. 7 of the 
drawings. The element 40 is mounted in the 15 
body portion, arms 4 being projected into re 
cesses 43, and tab. 46 into recess 47. It is to be 
noted that the upper face of the tab. 46 may 
be flush with the upper edge of the wall 22 of the 
body portion and also that arms 4 fill the 20 
recesses 43 and complete the broken contour of 
the bead f6 so that cover 2 may be mounted on 
the body portion and recess 28 receive the bead 
6 and arms 4 f. One end of the spring 45 is now 

projected through the slot 44 and caused to en- 25 
gage the seat 20 of the body portion. Pressure 
is now applied mid-way of the spring and the 
other end thereof snaps into engagement with 
the seat 3 of the cover. The receptacle is now 
assembled and since the spring seats are offset 30 
from the pivot center, the cover will be caused to 
move under spring tension into open or closed 
position. In view of the fact that the bead 6 
is rearwardly, offset from the rear wall of the 
body portion, it is possible for the cover 2 to 35 
swing about the bead during the act of opening 
beyond a .90 degree position. The extent of 
opening is, therefore, controlled by two elements 
of the structure, namely, the extent of offset of 
the bead and the size or location of projection 
9. If the projection 9 is of sufficient height, 
opening will be controlled by the central portion 
of the spring contacting with this projection. On 
the other hand, if this projection is not of suff 
cient height, the cover may swing into a post 
tion such that the rear edge thereof contacts 
the rear Wall of the body portion directly beneath 
the offset bead. It is contemplated that the bead 
may be set rearwardly sufficiently to adapt re 
ceptacles having the pivotal connection above : 
described for all practical uses. Attention is also 
directed to the fact that when the cover is in 
open position as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
the intermediate element 40 may be moved about 
its pivot point and swung forwardly into posi 
tion within the cover 2 in order to expose the 
compartment formed by the body portion. Thus, 
independent movement of the intermediate ele 
ment is possible when the receptacle is open and 
the intermediate element will, when out of posi 
tion, be moved into position within the body por- . 
tion when the cover is again moved to close the 
receptacle. - 

Reference is now had more particularly to 
Figures 9 to 12 inclusive wherein is shown a 
modification of the invention above described. 
In this instance the receptacle comprises two 
identical elements, namely, body portion and 
cover. One only, therefore, will be described in 0. 
detail. For purposes of explanation, the dis 
closure of Fig. 9 may be considered as the body 
portion of a modified receptacle, being generally 
indicated by the reference numeral 50. This re 
ceptacle may be of any desired shape and differs 5 

10 
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from the previously described receptacle a only 
in the pivotal supporting structure. The rear 
wall 5 is formed with a central spring receiving 
portion 52. This portion includes an inwardly 
sloped Wall 53 which terminates in a horizontal 
shoulder 53. Continuing downwardly within the 
body portion from the shoulder 5 is a curved 
wall 55 which terminates in a spring seat 5. 
When two identical elements are fitted together 
to for in a closed receptacle (see Fig. 1) the 
shoulder 5 of one element abuts the shoulder 
53 of the other eenerat and these elements are 
held in place by s, spring 58. To one side of the 
central portion 52 is a bead Šid which projects 
alooye and sightly to the rear of the wall 38 (see 
Fig. 10). On the other side of the portion 52 is 
a recess or depression 3. The recess 3 is formed 
in an arc having the same radius as the radius 
for the bead 68, both Geing developed on a con 
anon axis. It will is noted that the inwardly 
sloped Wall 53 meets shoulder 53 at a point exact 
ly on center with the radius center of both the 
bead 60 and recess 3d. Consequently, when the 
cover of the receptacle is moved to open posi 
tion there will be gao interference as between 
portions 52 of the body portion and cover of the 
receptacle. 

of the portion 52 is a recess 63 which is of a size 
and shape to receive a lug in the cover corre 
sponding to the lug 63. When two identical 
receptacle alerients are brought together in op 
posed relationship, it is found that tile head 33 
of one element, enters the recess 33 of the other 
and Vice Versa. Finis is also true of lugs 53 and 
recesses 33. Since the highest point of the cential 
portion 53 is a tine Exis of rotation of each ele 
rent; these Tiki 33 no intergei'erace from this CO2'- 
tion of the stricize when the cover is 307&d 
is"On Gas gosition to anoth9r. The receipt: 33 
5 (2.37 o2 xnadis ic picvide s. singe corps: 3,383 at 
Ci Inay incilie an interanadiate 3legeal 
(sino'73A in Sig. 3. In the attai case 2, 2 
55 is cut into taa 33ad 33 g tie cody of Gioia. 
2,ind 2CV2r eisneaks 'thich correspcidis &o Secess33 
33 Cf as Iscidifica, icin. Of 3ig, i. In this instS3s, 
however, 2.2ias £3 of Eiae intaineditie elegeant, 3. 

of £2 body ::03's 
tion and the other izio in 2 iss, 33 of tie copes. 

these in Yee eierasiats aire asse: olei and 
Spring 53 Sinappef into engage:Asia, 71 in Spiring 
seats 5, the is a 2:32.9tate elarine:a, 33 vii. 23:23 
tion as ineretofoie described. 

It will be noted in the rhodicatio: O Fia. , 
that he body position, Willic includes 2, ed. 
GS, is no idea;ical in suicize fiti e 3oye;" 
and therefore if the receptacie is ignoliei, i've 
different shaped inoids last ee Orcvided to pro 
duce one receptacle, Rio's ever, in the case of 
the Siaodicatio'. Of Fig. 9, , is CSSible to 223.2xe 
a coringieted receptacle including ody portion 
and cover through he use of only one 302d 
since these eierreCats 378 icietics, and &daged 
to be fitted together as descrie2 

Reference is not had to tie dia, fings, 
ures 3 to 20 inciasi'ye covering 2, it 
ification of as investion. Eig 
shown in Fig. 33 of the ra'7ings aid geria: 337 
indicated by the reference in: Xiaegel 3, cor 
prises a body QDrtion 3 and cove: 2, iihe icy 
portiora i raay take a Ray desize, stage and Egy 
be provided With Shalovy arecess j 3 in the gon; 
Wall 3. Sae rear Vali G of the cdy goition is 
reinforced and provided Wii: , spring saat; 

s: 3. 

At one side of the portion 52 in the 
wall 5 a lug 63 is provided. At the other side 

open zeeegi Scie, 

3 
which connects through a curved surface 3 with 
an upwardly opening arcuate recess 9. Al 
though the spring seat 7 and wall 8 are located 
only at Such points as a Spring may be required, 
the recess 80 extends the full length of the rear 
wall 6. The cover 2 for purposes of illustration 
may be identical with the body portion just de 
Scribed, being provided with a reinforced rear 
wall 82, spring seat 32, curved wall 23, and arc 
uate recess 83. Recesses 8 and 85 are produced i) 
On the Sane radius. The front wall of the cover 
is recessed at 36 to correspond with the receSS 
74 of the body portion. 
An intermediate element 33 is located in the 

receptacle 70 for the purpose of dividing the 
interior into two or more compartments. AS 
heretofore mentioned, an intermediate element 
of a receptacle of this type may be formed from 
any suitable material depending on its utility. It 
will, however, be most generally used as a double to 
faced, mirror and will conform to the inner 
contour of tae receptacle. The forward edge 
Gif the element has a tab 39 yich is adapted to 
be fiush with the exterior front edges of the 
body portion and cover, this being made pos- O 
sible by the combined opening produced by re 
cesses 3 and 38 when the cover 2 is closed upon 
the body portion (see dig. 15). The rear edge 
of the element 38 may be roiled, molded or de 
veloped in any other suitable way into a lead 
98. The radius of this bead is identical with the 
radius from which recesses 83 and 33 of the 
bcdy portion and cover were developed. Set,7een 
side edges of the elegrassai, 33, and cut, garily into 
the bead 3), is a Sioi, or Canigag 93. This operlig 
92 is in vertica: aliganent, tith the spring Seats 
of the body portion and coyer &nd per its 2: 

5 

jecting spiring 33 theretai'Gigh iO 312 ga. 
seats. 'ihe beati 35 of tae slaren: 33 (3. 
place of and aliinitiates the necassity for () 
a bead on ai:32 tie body polition O: COe: 
cioS33 in the :ndiification. Of fig. 
in2i;2S he necessity for dividin C 
two parts, cre or the cover" and e 
body portion 25 sacritin in the InCdi of 35 
Fig. 9, 2(nd at 33 S2,ile ire 23i 
body portion and cover consisting of 3. 
ale:ents. Sholi: e found eSli'3kie 
vide nearns for preventing iaiterai Étistizig Oz' 
aisalign:rient of the body portio or 30"fe, it is 

-- a 
- ww." contein lated to grodiLice O(ne of in Cze 

94, is kia ody portion 232d cover adjace; at 2.3 
ulae recesses 33 or 35. Th3 interizaediate 3ie 

era; nay the be provided witi LigS 9, 2C 
jecting fro: opposite aces of the eleizieni, 'sick, '' 

recep2cie is a SSerbiei, Wii f: i:; 
recessas 33 of the lody portion & 2 co73". 
inc; contemplated, hoteyer, that the i233 35 

includes an interiaediate 3issinesat, Slic: 
element, 33, since he Šako 3S in%efits 

E is evident insi, although applica.: 2.5 S ('72: 
and described tile icead 33 at 3,itagined to 

S 
. iing 2, pair, 3:32:3: , 

figh divides the interior of the receg Scie i 
.7g of raiore cornpartinents, the lead C3 

ge stilize: 7ithou & elegaera, 33. In ot 5. 

the entire structure pairig asid Egge&ie: 337 he 
spriyag 33. It 7il 22e ui inderstood 
era: gesign of as receptacles S.C.7: 33d de 
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4. 
scribed may be varied without involving the sub 
ject matter of the invention and that the ine 
veinion is primarily directed to modified forts 
of pivotal connection as between tine body por-e 
tion and cover eienents of a closed receptacle 
aid that applicant may vary the structure shown 
and described without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention as defined in the 
hcreunto annexed claims. s 
Having thus set forth ny invention what I 

claim as new and for which desire protection 
by Letters Patent is:- ' 

1. A receptacle cornprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body 
portion and said cover, spring means securing 
said ineans in operable pivotal relationship, said 
pivotal means being outwardly offset to increase 
the pivotal range of said body portion and said 
ce. 

2. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal means in Said body 
portion and said cover, spring eans Securing 
said pivotal means in operable pivotal relation 
ship, said pivotal means being rearwardly offset 
to increase one of the complementary Strfaces 
thereof, whereby to increase the pivotal range 
of said ody portion and said cover. 

3. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal Ineans in said body 
portion and said cover, spring. means Securing 
said pivotal means in operable pivotal relation 
ship, said pivotal means including a beation one 
element of said receptacle, said bead being reaf 
wardly offset to increase the circunferential Sur 

45 

55 

60 

65 

5 

face thereof whereby to increase the relative piv 
otai range of said body portion and Said cover. 

4. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body 
portion and cover, an intermediate element in . 
said receptacle, means mounting Said element 
for pivotal movement relative to said body pore 
tion and said cover, and spring means Securing 
said element means in operable pivotal rear 
tionship. 

5. A receptacle comprising a body portion an 
cover, complementary pivotal Eneans in Said body 
portion and cover, an intermediate element in 
said receptacie, reans mounting said element for 
pivotal movement relative to said body portion 
and said cover, and spring means Securing the 
element mounting means in said receptacle, said 
spring means also serving to secure said pivotal 
means in operable relationship. 

6. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body 
portion and cover, an inter ediate element in 
said receptacle, pivotal means on said element, 
said means interfitting with said complementary 
means, and spring means Securing said compie 
mentary means and said pivotal means in opers 
able relationship. 

7. A receptacle comprising a loody portiora, and 
cover, an intermediate element, complementary 
pivotal means in said ody portion, cover and 
intermediate element, spring Eleans Securing said 
pivotal means in operable position. 
8. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 

cover, an intermediate element dividing the in 
terior of said receptacle into compartments, co 
operating pivotal means in said body portion, 
cover and intermediate element, spring means 
engaged with and serving to secure said body 
portion and said cover in operable pivotal rela 
tionship, said body portion and said cover togeth 

portion and said cover, an intermediate element 

pivotal relationship. 

relationship. 

relationship. 

2,043,88 
er mounting and securing said intermediate ele 
ment for independent pivotal movement. 

9. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body. 

dividing the interior of said receptacle into com 
pastinents, pivotal means on said element, spring 
eans serving to secure Said body portion and 

said cover in operable pivotal relationship and to 
Secure said element pivotal means to permit in- 0 
dependent movement of said element relative to 
Said body portion and said cover. 

0. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal means in said body 
portion and said cover, said means being Sub- 5 
stantially identical in both elements of said recep 
tacle whereby either element may represent the 
cover or body portion and Spring means for See 
Cring said body portion and cover in operable 

1. A receptacle comprising a body portion and 
cover, complementary pivotal portions in said 
body portion and said cover, a spring seat in said 
body portion and said cover, the seat of each ele 
ment of said receptacle serving to separate the 25 
dissimilar pivotal portions of that element, and a 
spring engaged with said Seats for securing said 
loody portion and said cover in operable pivotal . 

22. A receptacle comprising elements constitut- 30 
ing a body portion and cover, an intermediate ele 
ment in said receptacle, complementary pivotal 
means in said intermediate element and said body 
portion and said cover, and a spring for securing 
all of said elements together in operable pivotal 35 
relationship. 

13. A receptacle comprising elements constitut 
ing a body portion and cover, an intermediate ele 
ment dividing the interior of said receptacle into 
compartments, complementary pivotal means in 
Said intermediate element and said body portion 

40 

and Said cover, a Spring for securing said means in 
operable position whereby to facilitate relative 
pivotal novelinent of all of the elements of said . 
receptacle. . 

4. A receptacle comprising elements constitut 
ing a body portion and cover, pivot seats in said 
body portion and said cover, an intermediate 
element in said receptacle, a pivot bead on said 
internediate element, said bead being interfitted 
with the seats of said body portion and said cover, 
and spring means engaged with said body portion 

45 

50 

and said cover serving to secure all of the ele-- 
ments of said receptacle in operable pivotal 

'55 
25. A receptacle comprising elements constitut 

ing & body portion and cover, an arcuate seat on 
the pivot wall of said body portion and said cover, 
an intermediate element dividing the interior of 
said receptacle into compartments, a bead on said 60 
intermediate element, said bead interfitting with 
said seats, 3rd Spring means projecting through 
an opening in said intermediate element and en 
gaged with said body portion and said cover, said 
Spring means Serving to secure all of the elements 65 
of said receptacle in operable pivotal relationship. 

16. A receptacle comprising elements consti 
tuiting a body portion and cover, an intermediate 
element dividing the interior of said receptacle O 
into compartinents, complementary pivotal means 
in said intermediate element and said body por 
tion and Said cover, spring seats in said body por 
tion and said cover, a spring projecting through 
an opening in Said intermediate element en- 75 



0. 

2,046,188 
gaged with said spring seats, said spring serving 
to secure said complementary pivotal means in 
operable position, said intermediate element being 
pivotally movable with either element of said 
receptacle or independently thereof. s 
1. A receptacle comprising elements consti 

tuting a body portion and cover, pivotal means 
on the body portion and cover, a part of the piv 
otal means of one element of the receptacle being 
Complemental to another part of the pivotal 
means of the same element, and Spring means for 

S 
securing the elements of the receptacle in oper 
able pivotal relationship. 

18. A receptacle comprising elements consti 
tuting a body portion and Cover, pivotal means 
in the body portion and cover, said pivotal means 
including a bead and seat on each element, the 
bead and seat of one element interfitting with the 
bead and seat of the other element, and means 
for Securing the elements in Operable pivotal 
relationship. 

MERRILL L. RATHEUN. 
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