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To all whom it may concern : . 
Be it known that I, MATTHEW L. CUM 

MIINGS, of Philadelphia, in the county of Phila 
delphia and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Hinges; and I do hereby declare the foll 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use it, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective of my improved 
hinge, illustrated in an opened position; Fig. 
2, a like view of the hinge closed or shut to 
gether. Figs. 3 and 4 are perspective details 
of the leaves of the hinge, and Fig. 5 is a like 
view of the locking-wedge. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

an attachment which shall operate to auto 
matically lock or fasten hinges when opened, 
so as to prevent shutters and doors hung upon 
such hinges from being closed or rattled by 
the action of the wind. 
My invention consists in combining with 

one leaf of a hinge a sliding bolt or wedge, 
the knuckle of the other leaf having a collar 
on which said wedge rides in opening and 
closing, said collar being formed with a shoul 
der, behind which the bolt or wedge passes 
when the hinge is opened, as hereinafter more 
fully specified. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, A. 
and B represent the two sections or leaves of 
a hinge, the knuckle C of leaf B having a col 
lar or flange, c, which terminates abruptly in 
a shoulder, cf. D represents a sliding bolt or 
wedge having a longitudinal slot, d, and head 
or thumb piece d'. Said wedge is fastened on 
the leaf Ain such manner that it can be freely 
slid up and down, as hereinafter specified, the 
fastening being a riveted pin or stud, e. 
When the hinge is closed the lower extremity 

of the wedge rests upon the collar c and is 
held up thereby. On opening the hinge, by 
pushing back the shutter or door hung there 

on, the wedge rides on the collar until it passes 
the shoulder c', when it drops down behind the 
same, assuming the position shown in Fig. 1. . 
This will prevent the shutter or door to which 
the hinge is secured from being closed until 
the wedge is lifted. Should the door or shut 
ter move slightly farther back, the wedge will 
drop down farther and render the fastening 
perfectly secure. Hence, if a shutter, as fre 
quently occurs, when fully opened and touch 
ing the adjacent wall, is at an angle with re 
spect to said wall, the wedge will hold it 
tightly against the same, and prevent it from 
being rattled or closed by the action of the 
Wind. 
To close the hinge (and with it the door or 

shutter to which the same is secured) the wedge 
is lifted until its lower end is above the collar. 
It may be then closed in the usual manner. 

I have shown my improvements as applied 
to butt-hinges; but my invention is not limited 
thereto, but may be, without departure from 
the principle shown, accommodated to strap 
and other hinges. 

I have illustrated the collar c as forming 
substantially a half-circle, the hinge shown 
being designed to be fully opened when its 
two leaves are in the same plane, as shown in 
Fig. 1; but the collar-segment may be in 
creased to form a three-fourths or any other 
desired fractional part of a circle. 
What I claim as my invention is 
The combination, with the notched leaf A, 

having the pin or stude, and the leaf or sec 
tion B, having the knuckle C, formed or pro 
vided with the collar c, shouldered at ef, of the 
bolt or sliding catch D, slotted at d and wedge 
shaped at its lower portion, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. - 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of 
January, 1880. 

MATTEIEW L. CUMMINGS, 
Witnesses: 

S. J. VAN STAVOREN, 
CHAS. F. WAN HORN. 
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