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My invention is comprised primarily of a tooth 
brush, the handle end of the back of which is 
slotted longitudinally for practically its full 
length. A hood comprised of top and bottom 
members is adapted to the handle and is so 
formed and positioned as to form a cloSure for the 
bristle end of the tooth brush also and for being 
moved longitudinally of the handle and to aug 
ment the size of the handle. The hood is non 
detachable from the tooth brush and is used 
either as a hood for the bristles of the tooth brush 
or as an enlarge end of the handle, to facilitate 
its being grasped by the user. 
The primary object of my invention consists in 

providing a tooth brush that may be safely car 
ried by the user in a hand bag or pocket or other 
Wise, and that may be hung in exposed places 
With practical freedom from contamination. 
A still further object of my inventiodin consists 

in providing a toothbrush, the end of which may 
be enlarged to facilitate its being firmly grasped 
by the user. 
A still further object of my invention consists 

in providing a hood for the bristle end of a tooth 
brush permitting the aeration of the Same to facil 
itate the evaporation of moisture collected inci 
dent to its use. 
A still further object of my invention consists 

in so positioning the handle engaging end of the 
brush within the hood that handle structure of 
the tooth brush is reinforced. 
A still further object of my invention consists in 

So attaching the hood to the handle that it is 
locked relative thereto by Spring action. 
A still further object of my invention consists in 

making the device from materials that are easily 
kept in a sanitary and clean condition. 
And a still further object of my invention Con 

sists in so making the device that it is easily and 
quickly applied in placement and easily and 
quickly reapplied to a different position upon the 
handle of the brush. 
With these and incidental objects in view, the 

invention and the method consists in certain novel 
features of construction and combination of parts, 
the essential elements of which are set forth in the 
appended claims, and a preferred form of embodi 
ment of which is hereinafter shown with refer 
ence to the drawing which accompanies and forms 
a part of this specification. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective side view of the brush 

illustrating the hood in place for protecting the 
bristle end of the tooth brush. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective side view of the tooth 

(CI, 15-185) 

brush illustrating the hood as being opened and 
in position for movement longitudinally of the 
handle of the brush. 

Fig. 3 is a back view of the tooth brush illus 
trating the hood as having been moved longi 
tudinally of the handle member. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective back view of the tooth 
brush illustrating the hood as having been moved 
longitudinally of the handle and illustrating the 
hood as about to be closed about the handle to 
increase the utility thereof. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional end view of the brush as 
illustrated in Fig. 1. This view is taken on line 
5-5 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction indi 
cated. - 

Fig. 6 is a side view of the brush illustrating the 
hood in opened position to show the precise posi 
tioning of the brush therein. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary side view, partially in 
section, of the handle end of the brush and illus 
trates the hood in position for augmenting the 
handle. This view illustrates a locking notch 
Within the handle member into which a locking 
latch of the hood is positioned. 

Like reference characters refer to like parts 
throughout the several views. 
My new and improved tooth brush is com 

prised primarily of a tooth brush body 1. The 
tooth brush body has bristles 2 of any desired 
construction disposed within a head end 4 of the 
brush. A handle 3 rearwardly extends from the 
head 4. A slot 5 extends longitudinally of the 
center of the handle member for practically its 
full length. A hood is provided and is comprised 
of a bottom member 6 and a top member 7. The 
bottom. and top members are hinged together 
about a pair of journal pins 8 and 9. LugS 10 and 
11 are secured to the inner side of One end of the 
bottom member 6. These lugs are used for cen 
tering the handle when the hood is used at the 
handle end of the tooth brush. The side Walls of 
the handle engaging end of the bottom member 
are spaced apart to form a channel Way through 
which the handle of the brush is Slidably move 
able. A rivet 12 passes through the side walls 
of the bottom member and also passes through 
the slot 5. This maintains the bottom member 
non-detachable relative to the handle member. 
The rivet 12 has precisely fashioned heads termi 
nating its outer ends. The top member 7 is 
hinged about the pair of journal pins 8 and 9 and 
recesses 13 and 14 are disposed in the oppositely 
disposed inside Walls of the free end of the top 
member 7 of the hood. These receSSes are SO. po 
sitioned as to be made to engage the heads 15 
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and 6 of the rivet 12. The Side walls of the free 
end of the top member are so positioned and 
Spaced apart as to permit a Snapping engagement 
between the recesses and the rivet heads and 
which is adapted for maintaining the hood in 
locked condition when closed. The top and bot 
tom members of the hood have a plurality of Wen 
tilator holes i7 and 18 within the oppositely dis 
posed walls of the top and bottom members to fa 
cilitate the aerating of the brush disposed there 
in. The lugs 10 and 11 are spaced apart as il 
lustrated at 19 to permit the Outer end 20 of the 
handle of the brush engaging therebetween when 
the hood assembly is positioned to augment the 
handle structure of the tooth brush. The poSi 
tioning of the end 20 of the handle is illustrated 
within the spaced walls of the lugs in Fig. 4. A 
locking notch 21 is disposed in the outer surface 
of the handle member and a locking latch 22 of 
the top member of the hood is adapted to engage 
thereinto and to position the hood upon the han 
dle member and to lock the same relative thereto. 
The closed device, illustrated in Fig. 1, is made 

ready for use as a brush by the opening of hood 
members 6 and 7, about pins 8 and 9, and the free 
ing of brush head 4 from this cloSure, as dis 
closed in Fig. 2; the brush being then moved 
relative to the hood until rivet 12 has traversed 
the length of slot 5, when hood member 6 is 
swung through a position paralleling the brush 
handle which is then thrust into the receSS be 
tween lugs 10 and 11 as shown in Fig. 4. The 
closing of hood member 7, which causes the en 
gagement of locking latch 22 with notch 21, COm 
pletes the cycle of Operation. 
A device thus made is adapted for being used 

as a hood over the tooth brush in which position 
it is shown in Fig. 1. It is also adapted for aug 
menting the handle and for being positioned at 
the free end of the handle as illustrated in Fig. 
4 for receiving the free end of the handle to there 
by strengthen and reinforce the handle and to en 
large the same to be more firmly grasped by the 
Se. 
While the form of mechanism herein ShoW 

and described is admirably adapted to fulfill the 
objects primarily stated, it is to be understood 
that it is not intended to confine the invention 
to the embodiment herein shown and described, 
as it is susceptible of embodiment in various 
forms, and in various methods, all coming Within 
the scope of the claims which follow. - 
What I claim is: 
1. In a device of the class described, the con 

bination of a tooth brush, the handle of which 
has an elongated slot running longitudinally of 
the handle, a hood comprised of top and bottom 
members hingedly secured together upon their 
one end by a rivet, a double headed rivet passing 
through the side walls of one end of one of the 
hood members and through the slot disposed in 
the handle of the brush, breather holes disposed 
through the walls of the top and botton mein 
bers of the hood, recesses disposed in the oppo 
sitely disposed inner walls of the top hood men 
ber, said recesses being adapted for placement 
and in registry with the heads of the rivet passing 
through the slot, a locking notch disposed in One 
of the Walls of the tooth brush handle and a 

locking latch associated with One of the members 
of the hood and adapted for engagement within 
the locking notch. 

2. In a device of the class described, in com 
bination with a tooth brush, comprised of a hood 80 
hinged member adapted for adjustable place 
ment upon the handle of a tooth brush, and 
adapted for covering the head of a tooth brush 
and for being moved longitudinally of the handle 
of the tooth brush and for augmenting the outer 85 
end of the tooth brush handle, and for being fix 
edly positioned thereupon. 

3. In a device of the class described, in com 
bination with a tooth brush, the handle of which 
is slitted longitudinally, a hood comprised of 90 
hinged members, said hinged hood having breath 
er holes disposed in the walls thereof and adapt 
ed for covering the head of the tooth brush when 
closed thereover, and for augmenting the handle 
of the tooth brush when adapted to the free end 95 
Of the handle of the tooth brush and means ad 
justably securing the hinged members to the 
handle. 

4. In a device of the class described, in com 
bination with a tooth brush having a slitted han- 100 
dle, comprised of a pair of members hinged to 
gether, Said hinged members being So shaped as 
to form a hood for the brushing end of the tooth 
brush, means for clamping the hinged members 
together when forming a hood over the brush, 105 
and means for clanping the hinged members to 
gether and to the free end of the handle of the 
tooth brush when the hinged members are moved 
to and adapted to the free end of the tooth brush 
handle. 110 

5. In a device of the class described, the COm 
bination of a tooth brush having an elongated 
Slit disposed longitudinally Of the handle end of 
the tooth brush, hinged members adapted to each 
other and slidable relative to the slit disposed 15 
in the handle, Said hinged members adapted for 
encompassing the brushing end of the tooth 
brush and for augmenting the free end of the 
handle When adapted thereto and neans for fiX 
edly camping the hinged members together and 120 
to the free end of the handle. 

6. In a device of the class described, com 
prising a brush and a handle therefor, the com 
bination of a hood slidable with respect to the 
handle and adapted to selectively embrace either 125 
Said brush or the opposite end of Said handle. 

7. In a device of the class described, in coin 
bination with a handle Supported brush compris 
ing brush encompassing handle augmenting 
members adjustably attachable to the handle of 130 
the brushing member. 

8. A device of the class described comprising a 
handle and means slidably mounted With re 
spect to the handle for embracing either end 
thereof. 35 

9. A device of the class described COInprising an 
elongated handle and means slidably mounted 
With respect to the handle for embracing either 
end thereof. 

10. A device of the class described comprising a 40 
handle and an expansible means Slidably moult 
ed with respect to the handle for einbracing 
either end thereof. 
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