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The invention relates to fling devices, and 
more particularly to a device of this kind en 
ploying file folders adapted to be slidably and 
removably mounted in relation to rods carried 
by a filing cabinet of the box or sliding drawer 
type, 

In Letters Patent No. 2,257,052 granted to me 
under date of Sept. 23, 194i, there is shown and 
described a filing device of the type to which my 
invention relates. In the device of Said patent, 
one end of the suspension Strip has a bayonet 
slot, and the other end of said strip is provided 
with a vertical slot adapted to be closed by a piv 
otal member having an angular extension 
adapted to close the vertical slot so as to prevent 
tilting of the file folder and its accidental dis 
placement from the supporting rods upon opposite 
sides of the cabinet, while permitting a free slid 
ing movement of the folders along these rods. 
With this construction, it is necessary to manu 

ally actuate the pivotal member When inserting 
a folder in, and removing it from, a cabinet, so 
that carelessness in the handling of the folders 
may result in an improper locking of the SuSpen 
sion means in its position. Within the cabinet. 
Furthermore, in the device of my said Letters 
Patent, no provision is made for attaching tabs 
to a file folder. 
To correct the above conditions, I have pro 

vided a filing device of the character above re 
ferred to, wherein the pivotal locking member 
is dispensed With. In my present device, the 
locking of the suspension strip in the cabinet is 
secured by so constructing said strip that when 
it is placed upon the supporting rods by a rota 
tive movement, said strip and the folder carried 
thereby will receive movement longitudinally of 
the strip to an extent to bring the closed portion 
of the slot at one end of the strip into engage 
ment with the supporting rod, and to cause the 
opposite end of Said Suspension Strip to be auto 
matically engaged with the opposite supporting 
rod in a manner not only requiring no attention 
from the user of the file, but to prevent any acci 
dental lifting or tilting of the file. 
This result is secured by means of a Spring 

metal clip Secured to one end of the suspension 
strip, this clip being SO shaped that the upper por 
tion thereof conforms to the shape of the Sup 
porting rod. The clip is constricted and pro 
vided with an OutWard fare adjacent the lower 
end of the free leg thereof so that this leg may 
flex when placing a folder within a cabinet and, 
by a reflex action, close the clip to prevent acci 
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dental upward movement of the strip unless suff 
cient force be applied thereto to cause the flexing 
of the clip. 
With such a construction, the securing of the 

suspension strip in position requires no atten 
tion from the operator except slight downward 
pressure of the end of the strip to which the clip 
is attached, When placing a folder in a cabinet, 
or a flexing of the free leg of the clip either by 
means of the flared end of the clip leg or an up 
Ward pull on the end of the strip adjacent the 
clip. While the dimensions of the clip are such 
as to permit free sliding movement of the strip 
as a Whole along the Supporting rods, the clip may 
be made of material Sufficiently wide in con 
parison with the thickness of the suspension strip 
to reduce to a minimum likelihood of even slight 
tilting of the folder at either end of the suspen 
Sion strip. 

Prior to any present invention, index tabs have 
either been permanently or removably secured 
to the heavy paper of the folder, and mutilation 
or displacement of such tabs was annoyingly fre 
quent. 

In the herein described filing device, I obviate 
this difficulty by supporting the index tabs in a 
metal holder carried by the suspension strip it 
self. This holder, and the folder itself, are so 
formed that they may be variably positioned along 
the length of One suspension strip so as not to 
interfere with the tabs upon adjacent folders. 
The manner of mounting the index holder is 

Such that its position along the top of the paper 
folder may be quickly determined or altered by 
the user of the file cabinet and, if desired, the 
tab itself may be removed and be replaced by an 
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Other tab. Without disturbing the operative rela 
tion of the tab holder and the other parts of the 
folder. 
The invention consists primarily in a filing de 

vice embodying therein a folder, each top edge of 
which is provided with metal suspension means 
projecting beyond the side edges of the folder, 
Said means, at One side of the folder, having a 
hooked end and a downwardly opening slot, and 
at the other side of the folder having a down 
wardly opening spring clip one leg of which is se 
cured to said strip, and the other or free leg is 
So formed as to cause said clip to be constricted 
adjacent the bottom thereof, whereby when plac 
ing the folder in, or removing it from, a cabinet, 
flexing of the free leg of said clip permits en 
gagement or disengagement of said suspension 
means with a supporting rod, and reflexing of said 
clip will engage the end portion of the free leg 
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of said clip with the under portion of said sup 
porting rod and prevent accidental upward move 
ment of the folder; and in such other novel 
features of construction and combination of parts 
as are hereinafter set forth and described, and 
more particularly pointed out in the claims here 
to appended. 

Referring to the drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet having 

a filing device embodying the invention mounted 
therein; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective condensed view of a por 
tion of One Side of a folder and its suspension 
Strip with the supporting rods shown in dotted 
lines; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary condensed elevation of 
the upper portion of one side of a folder and the 
Suspension means therefor, with a tab holder ap 
plied thereto, and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a tab holder de 
tached from the folder. 

Like numerals refer to like parts throughout 
the several views. 

In the accompanying drawing, the drawer of 
a filing cabinet is shown at t0. In the rear cor 
ners of this drawer are angle iron uprights 
and 2 connected by a cross stay f3. Extending 
from these uprights to the front panel of the 
drawer are horizontal supporting rods 14 and 5. 
These rods are preferably ordinary round rods 
and may be secured in relation to the drawer 
Structure, including the uprights, in any desired 
Ilane. 
The Construction of this filing drawer is im 

material to the invention, which relates more par 
ticularly to the filing devices to be mounted 
therein. 
These filing devices include a heavy paper folder 

6 of the usual construction, the top edge of each 
side of which is folded, as shown at 7, to provide 
a hem through which a suspension Strip 8 may 
be passed. 
This Suspension means includes a flat metal 

Strip of greater length than the width of the 
folder. This strip has a hooked end 9 adapted 
to embrace one of the supporting rods as 4, the 
strip having a downwardly opening slot 20 for 
facilitating the mounting of the strip upon the 
Supporting rod and permit longitudinal movement 
of the strip when placing a folder Within or re 
moving it from the file cabinet. The Wall 2 of 
the slot is inclined as shown to facilitate the op 
eration of placing or removing the device. 
The strip f8 ordinarily is formed of sheet metal, 

and the end thereof opposite the hooked end is 
provided with a projecting tongue 22 by means 
of which a spring clip 23 may be secured to this 
end of the strip by a rivetting or upsetting Op 
eration upon said tongue, about an opening in 
said Clip. 
The upper end of the clip 23 is rounded to con 

form to the contour of the supporting rod 5, the 
free leg of this clip being constricted, as shown at 
24, so that a sufficient portion of the clip will em 
brace said rod in a manner to prevent any lifting 
action of this end of the suspension strip except 
as a result of the flexing of the free leg of the 
clip. 
Below the constricted portion 24, the free leg 

of the strip is flared outwardly, as shown at 25, 
this outwardly flared portion having tWO func 
tions, to wit: developing a camming action to 
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cause flexure of the free leg of the clip when . 
mounting a folder within the cabinet, and pro 
vide a finger hold for flexing this leg of the clip 
When removing a folder from the cabinet. 75 

2,825,817 
In fling devices of the general character to 

Which the invention relates, it is a common prac 
tice to segregate papers relating to particular 
Subjects from those relating to other subjects by 
using a separate folder for each subject. 

Prior to my invention, index tabs have been 
aSSociated with the folders in various ways. In 
Some instances, tabs have been permanently ce 
mented to the material of the folder, while in 
other instances, the material of the folder has 
been provided with vertical slots and flexible tabs 
having side tongues adapted to end said slots have 
been used. Such means of securing tabs to the 
folders have not proved satisfactory, owing to the 
liability of the tabs or material of the folder being 
torn or displaced in the handling of the folders. 
To obviate the above difficulties, I provide metal 

tab holders supported directly from the suspen 
Sion strip itself, so that there is no possibility of 
the mutilation of the tabs or their separation 
from the folder, or the tearing of the folder it 
Self, although such is not likely because of the 
heavy Weight and toughness of the paper used in 
Such folders. 
The metal holder shown at 26 is formed of 

thin gauge sheet metal, folded at 27 to form a 
pocket for a paper or thin cardboard slip 28. 
Tongues 29, integral with the material from which 
the folder is made, are folded toward the ends 
of this pocket.so as to close the bottom thereof. 
The pocket is provided with an integral stem 30 

folded at 3 f to form a channel for the passage 
of the Suspension strip 8, the free edge 32 of the 
metal forming one side of this stem being bent 
about the free edge 33 of the metal forming the 
other side of the stem so as to prevent such 
Spreading action as will permit the stem to pass 
the strip 8. 

In order to support these tab holders from the 
Suspension Strip, it is necessary to provide cut 
out portions 34 at the top of the fold 7 for the 
passage of the stem 30 of the holder. Since, as 
a matter of Convenience, it is desirable to differ 
ently locate tabs upon different folders, I provide 
a plurality of such openings 34 at spaced inter 
vals, as shown particularly in Fig. 1 of the draw 
ing. The use of a plurality of such openings is 
merely to permit Standardized manufacture of 
the folders so as to meet all conditions arising 
during their use. 
One wall of the pocket for the reception of the 

slip 28 is provided with a sight opening 35, and 
this pocket may extend in the plane of the side 
of the folder or be rearwardly tilted in order to 
increase its visibility. 
The Operation of a filing device embodying the 

invention is substantially as follows: 
When assembling a filing device embodying the 

invention, the stem 30 of a tab holder is passed 
through a selected opening 34 and a suspension 
Strip is passed through the hem formed by the 
fold and through the opening in this stem. 
In this manner, no portion of the tab holder, ex 
cepting that projecting beyond the top of the 
folder, is so exposed as to interfere with adjacent 
filing devices. In fact, the stem 30 is enclosed in 
its entirety within the folded portion 7 forming 
the hem of the folder proper. 

It will be noted that in handling the folder, no 
tearing strains are applied to the tab holder or 
to the folder itself by said holder. 
When mounting a device embodying the inven 

tion in a cabinet, the slot 20 of each Suspension 
strip, adjacent the hooked end, is located above 
the supporting rod 4 and the folder is lowered, 
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the inclined surface 2 tending to impart longi 
tudinal movement to said strip so as to engage 
the hooked end 9 with said rod 4 so as to em 
brace same to an extent to prevent lateral or 
vertical play of the strip 8. The other end of the 
strip 8 is then lowered toward the opposite sup 
porting rod 5 until the clip 23 engages the up 
per portion of said rod. 

Since the constricted portion 24 affords a gap 
less than the diameter of the rod 35, it is neces 
sary to flex the free leg of the clip before it can 
be properly engaged with Said rod. The CO-a,c- 
tion of the curved surface of the rod and the 
flared leg of the clip 23 will flex this leg to an 
extent to permit the clip to pass the supporting 
rod and permit a reflex action. So as to embrace 
this rod to an extent sufficient to prevent any 
lifting of this end of the suspension strip except 
as a result of flexing of the free leg of the clip. 

It will be necessary to exert some downward 
pressure to cause the flexing of the free leg of 
the clip when placing a folder within the cabinet, 
but there is no necessity for the operation of any 
movable locking part to properly engage and hold 
the suspension strips in relation to the Support 
ing rods. 

. The flared end 25 of the end clip 23 will assist, 
in causing the desired fiexure of the leg of the 
clip carrying same, and may be also used, if de 
sired, to flex this leg when removing a folder fron 
the file cabinet so as to minimize the amount of 
pull required to disengage the clip from its CO 
operating supporting rod. The use of this finger 
grip is not necessary since the free leg of the clip 
may be fiexed by merely an upward pull upon the 
end of the suspension strip. S 

In mounting and removing a filing device from 
its supporting rods, rotation of the hooked end 
about its supporting rod 4, and longitudinal 
movement of the suspension Strips is necessary. 
The use of a spring clip as described minimizes 

side play of the filing device in relation to the 
supporting rods, and yet the suspension strips 
may slide freely along such rods to provide clear 
ance for the removal of a filing device. 
The sheet metal from which the suspension 

strips are made is of fairly thin gauge, between 
one-sixteenth and one-thirty-second of an inch, 
but the spring clip may be made of considerably 
heavier stock and of spring metal, and be of a 
width to check any tendency toward tilting of a 
suspension strip, particularly in the absence of 
any substantial play between the walls of said 
clip and the surface of the co-operating Sup 
porting rod. 
While each suspension means is made of two 

parts, these parts are permanently and rigidly 
connected. So that a single unitary structure re 
Sults. 
As compared with the filing device described in 

my patent, the production of a device embodying 
my present invention employs suspension means 
requiring less material and fewer operations. 

It is not my intention to limit the invention to 
the precise details of construction shown in the 
accompanying drawing, it being obvious that such 
may be varied without departing from the Spirit 
and scope of the invention. 

Having described the invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to have protected by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. A filing device embodying therein a folder, 
each top edge of which is provided with metal 
suspension means projecting beyond the side 
edges of the folder, said means, at one side of the 
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folder, having a hooked end and a downwardly 
opening slot, and at the other side of the folder 
having a downwardly opening Spring clip one leg 
of which is secured to said strip and the other 
or free leg is so formed as to cause said clip to be 
constricted adjacent the bottom thereof, whereby 
when placing the folder in, or removing it from, 
a cabinet, flexing of the free leg of said clip per 
mits engagement or disengagement of said sus 
pension means with a supporting rod, and re 
flexing of said clip will engage the end portion 
of the free leg of said clip with the under portion 
of Said Supporting rod and prevent accidental 
upward movement of the folder. 

2. A filling device embodying therein a folder, 
each top edge of which is provided with sus 
pension means comprising a sheet metal strip 
projecting beyond the side edges of the folder, said 
Strip, at One side of the folder, having a hooked 
end and a downwardly opening slot, and at the 
other side of the folder having a downwardly 
Opening Spring clip One leg of which is secured 
to said strip by means of a tongue projecting from 
the end of said strip and upset about an opening , 
in Said clip, the free leg of said clip being so 
formed as to cause said clip to be constricted ad 
jacent the botton thereof, whereby when placing 
the folder in, or removing it fron, a cabinet, flex 
ing of Said clip permits engagement or disengage 
ment Of Said suspension means With a supporting 
rod, and reflexing of said clip will engage the end 
portion of the free leg of Said clip With the under 
portion of said supporting rod and prevent ac 
cidental upward movement of the folder. 

3. A filling device embodying therein a folder, 
each top edge of which is provided with suspen 
sion means comprising a, sheet metal strip pro 
jecting beyond the side edges of the folder, said 
strip, at one side of the folder, having a hooked . 
end and a downwardly opening slot, and at the 
other side of the folder having a downwardly 
opening spring clip of a width greater than the 
thickness of the metal of said strip one leg of 
which is secured to said strip by means of a 
tongue projecting from the end of said strip 
and upset about an opening in said clip, the free 
leg of said clip being so formed as to cause said 
clip to be constricted adjacent the bottom there 
of, whereby when placing the folder in, or re 
moving it from, a cabinet, flexing of said clip 
permits engagement or disengagement of said 
suspension means with a supporting rod, and 
reflexing of said clip will engage the end portion 
of the free leg of said clip with the under portion 
of said supporting rod and prevent accidental 
upward movement of the folder. 

4. A filing device embodying therein a folder, 
each top edge of which is provided with metal 
Suspension means projecting beyond the side 
edges of the folder, said means, at one side of 
the folder, having a hooked end and a down 
wardly opening inclined slot whereby a camming 
surface is provided to impart longitudinal move 
ment to said suspension means, and at the other 
side of the folder having a downwardly opening 
Spring clip one leg of which is secured to said 
Strip, and the other or free leg is so formed as 
to cause said clip to be constricted adjacent the 
bottom thereof, whereby when placing the folder 
in, or removing it from, a cabinet, flexing of 
the free leg of said clip permits engagement or 
disengagement of said suspension means with a 
supporting rod, and reflexing of said clip will 
engage the end portion of Said clip with the un 
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der portion of said supporting rod and prevent 
accidental upward movement of the folder. 

5. A filing device embodying therein a folder, 
each top edge of which is provided with suspen 
sion means comprising a sheet metal strip pro 
jecting beyond the side edges of the folder, said 
strip, at one side of the folder, having a hooked 
end and a downwardly opening inclined slot 
whereby a camming surface is provided to impart 
longitudinal movement to said strip, and at the 
other side of the folder having a downwardly 
opening spring clip one leg of which is secured 
to said strip by means of a tongue projecting 
from the end of said strip and upset about an 
opening in said clip, the free leg of said clip 
being so formed as to cause said clip to be con 
stricted adjacent the bottom thereOf, whereby 
when placing the folder in, or removing it from, 
a cabinet, flexing of said clip permits engage 
ment or disengagement of said suspension means 
with a supporting rod, and reflexing of said clip 
will engage the end portion of the free leg of 
said clip with the under portion of Said support 
ing rod and prevent accidental upward move 
ment of the folder. 
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2,825,817 
6. A fling device embodying therein a folder, 

each top edge of which is provided with suspen 
sion means comprising a sheet metal strip pro 
jecting beyond the side edges of the folder, said 
strip, at one side of the folder, having a hooked 
end and a downwardly opening inclined slot 
whereby a camming surface is provided to im 
part longitudinal movement to said strip, and 
at the other side of the folder having a down 
Wardly opening spring clip of a width greater 
than the thickness of the metal of said strip one 
leg of which is secured to said strip by means 
of a tongue projecting from the end of said strip 
and upset about an opening in said clip, the free 
leg of said clip being so formed as to cause said 
clip to be constricted adjacent the bottom there 
of, whereby when placing the folder in, or re 
moving it from, a cabinet, flexing of said clip 
permits engagement or disengagement of said 
Suspension means with a supporting rod, and 
reflexing of said clip will engage the end portion 
of the free leg of said clip with the under por 
tion of said supporting rod and prevent accidental 
upWard movement of the folder. 

ATO N. HANNA, 


