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1. 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

3 handles or supporting bails. for carrier cartons 
and particularly to cartons for conveniently car 
rying beverage bottles or the like. 

It is an itiportant object of the present inven 
tion to provide an improved handle for beverage 
bottle carriers having a novel construction that 
permits it to be retracted for purposes of stor 
age, is quickly extended to carrying position and 
will remain in the extended or retracted position 
without the aid of other securing means. 
A further and important object of the inven 

tion resides in the novel manner of forming the 
handle or bail, whereby a hand engaging portion 
is provided and carton engaging extensions SO 
formed as to slidably and frictionally engage the 
partition of the carton in a manner to maintain 
the handle in either the extended or retracted 
position against tilting or Swaying in use, is 
quickly and easily attached to the carton and will 
not become disengaged either when in use or re 
tracted. 
Other novel features and advantages of the 

invention will be readily apparent during the 
course of the following description, reference be- ; 
ing had to the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a beverage 
bottle carrier showing the invention in use and 
in extended position, 

Figure 2 is a section on line 2-2 of Figure 1 : 
and, 

Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Like numerals are employed to designate like 

parts throughout the Several figures of the draw 
ing. 

Referring specifically to the drawing, the nu 
meral 5 designates a conventional beverage bot 
tle carrying carton commonly employed to con 
veniently carry a group of bottles, usually six in 
number. The invention has been illustrated as 
being applied to a bottle carrier, but it will be 
obvious that other carriers requiring a bail han 
dle may be readily adapted for use with the im 
proved handle. The carton 5 is provided with a 
central, vertically arranged partition 6, extend 
ing above the sides of the carton body and Serves 
as a handle engaging portion for a handle, gener 
ally designated at 7. The partition 6 is provided 
with elongated slots 8, vertically arranged and 
terminating adjacent the upper edge of the par 
tition. The slots are enlarged in width for sub 
stantially half their length, providing a means 
for readily attaching the bail handle to the par 
tition. 
The handle 7 is preferably formed of a hard 
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basic wire, calculated to maintain its shape after 
formation and having sufficient flexibility to per 
nait its attachment to the partition and to fric 
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tionally maintain the handle in adjusted posi 
tion. The handle 7 is formed U-shaped, pro 
Viding a hand engaging portion 9, corrugated or 
Scalloped, as shown to avoid slipping of the hand 
to affording a comfortable grip for the fingers. 
Parallel legs 0, integral with the handle 9, have 
their lower terminal ends bent to provide in 
wardly opening U-shaped guides for friction 
ally and slidably engaging the inner walls of the 
slots 8, 

In the formation of the handle, a strip of hard 
basic wire is cut to predetermined length, after 
which the corrugated hand engaging portion 9 
is pressed into shape. The oppositely extended 
ends are then bent to provide the guides , hav 
ing a depth corresponding to the thickness of the 
partition 6. The depth of the guides is deter 
nined by the type of carrier upon which it is to 
be used. Obviously, for cardboard cartons, the 
depth will be considerably less than it would be 
when used in connection with wood or metal car 
riers. After forming the guides f, the extended 
ends are bent inwardly slightly more than 90 
degrees, after which, the handle is ready for ap 
plication to the carrier. To attach the handle to 
the carrier, the extended ends are sprung out 
Wardly to permit the passage of the guides 
through the enlarged portions of the slots 8. Re 
lease of the extended ends permits them to spring 
back to a position where they Snugly engage the 
inner walls of the slots and the opposite surfaces 
of the partition 6, with just enough tension to 
permit readily slidable engagement therewith. 
The enlarged portions of the slots 8 is just Sufi 
cient to permit the passage of the guides there 
through at assembly. 

In use, the handle is movable up or down, ac 
cording to the particular needs. In stacking or 
Storing position, the handle is retracted to lie in 
a flush position with the top of the partition 6, 
presenting no obstacle, as to height. When the 
carrier is to be used to transport bottles or the 
like, the handle portion 9 is grasped and drawn 
upward, the guides sliding in the slots 8 until , 
they contact the upper ends thereof at Which 
time the handle portion 9 is sufficiently extended 
to permit hand engagement therewith. The ten 
Sion of the guides within the slots 8 will main 
tain the handle in the extended position. When 
the carrier is to be stored, the handle is moved 
downwardly to lie flush with the top of the par 
tition 6. The handle 1, as a whole, may be sup 

  



3 
plied as a unit for use upon different carriers and 
may be readily detached at will by simply Spring 
ing the guides outwardly and passing them 
through the enlarged portions of the slots 8, thus 
providing handles of a nature that might be Sup 
plied to a purchaser and used upon carriers of 
Subsequent purchase. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that an ex 
tremely simple and efficient form of handle or 
bail has been provided for the convenient han 
dling of beverage bottle carriers. The form of 
the invention readily adapts it to other types of 
carriers having a partition for the slots 8. The 
structure is extremely simple in nature, is eas 
ily attached and detached, requiring no separate ; 
fastening means, is cheap to manufacture, is 
strong, durable and desirable in use. 

It is to be understood, that the invention is 
not limited to the precise form shown, but that 
it includes within its purview, whatever changes 
fairly come within the terms or the spirit of the 
appended claim. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
is: 

2,542,365 

s 

4 
A detachable handle for beverage carriers 

formed of a single piece of flexible material hav 
ing a corrugated hand grip portion and a pair of 
parallel right angular leg extensions, the termi 
nal ends of the leg extensions bent to provide in 
wardly opening channel-like U-shaped guides, 
a beverage carrier having a partition wall pro 
vided with parallel slots for the slidable and fric 
tional reception of the guides, the slots being en 

10 larged for substantially half their length at the 
lower ends of a width to permit the lateral passage 
of the guides therethrough. 

w MARTIN L, SCHUMANN. 
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