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Application filed August 18,1897, Serial No, 648,710, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, SARAH SWAIN, a citizén
of the United States, residing at Los Angeles,
in the county of Los Angeles and State of
California, have invented a new and useful
Safety Accouchement-Chair, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
an appliance whereby a large amount of the
suffering and pains incident upon childbirth
may be avoided.

In my practice as midwife, which. I have
followed since 1852, it has come under my
observation that Indian women and those
who have not become civilized are entirely
free from those diseases and ailments which
are the result of the confinement of modern
women., These ailments are caused by the
unnatural position in which the body of the
woman is placed during the delivery of the
child—that is to say, the body is nearly al-
ways placed in a recumbent position, and
therefore the muscles must do all of the work
of expelling the child, the weight of the child
retarding instead of assisting the operation
of the museles, rendering laborlong and pain-
ful and the violent effort of the muscles to
expel the child often causing rupture of the
membranes. With unecivilized racesit is the
invariable eustom for women to kneel dur-
ing delivery. This is nature’s course, for
thereby the weight of the child assists the
muscles in their efforts to expel the child,
and the delivery is quickly and almost pain-
lessly performed. I have never known of a
case in which the child has been delivered in
a kneeling position in which there has been
rupture of the membranes, while, on the con-
trary, when the child is delivered while in a
recumbent position rupture is almost inva-
riably caused.

The object of my invention is to produce a
chair which may be used by the modern ¢iv-
ilized woman to comfortably support her in
a natural position duaring childbirth, and so
arranged that after delivery the chair can be
quickly removed before cutting the umbilical
cord, so that the mother may then lie down
in comfort until the proper time arrives for
cutting the cord. ,

My invention comprises the various fea-

tures of construction and eombinations of
parts hereinafter fully set forth and claimed.

The aceompanying drawings illustrate my
invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective side elevation of
a chair embodying my invention. Fig. 21is
a like view showing the closureremoved from
the passage for the nmbilical cord and the
braces removed from the supporting - legs.
Fig. 8 is a fragmental view showing themode
of securing the ends of the frame A in the
sockets D.

Inthedrawings, A represents asupporting-
frame, which is preferably oblong and is pro-
vided with a central opening A’ for the pas-
sage of the child. This frame is provided
with & passage ¢, leading through the frame
from the opening A'. This passage may be
left open, but is preferably closed by means
of a removable closure. 'This closure may
consist of a combined removable arm-rest
and supporting-legs B, which may be pro-
vided with sockets & b, within which seat the
ends of the side members of the frame A.
These ends may besecured in place by means
of a key C, operating oppositely-arranged ec-
centries ¢.¢/, which shoot wedge-shaped bolts
d d' into the sockets o/, provided in the ends
of the side members of the frame A.

The rearend of the frame issupported upon
legs ¢/, which for convenience in transporta-
tion are hinged to the frame to fold inward
and upward thereagainst, as indicated in dot-
ted lines in Fig. 2. To hold the legs firmly
in position while the chair is in use, I pro-
vide removable braces D I, connecting the
legs and thus rigidly holding them in the
open position. The front legs B being rig-
idly fixed to the frame, by reason of the ends
of the frame setting into sockets in the legs,
the support thus afforded is extremely rigid
and all liability of accidental displacement
of the frame during use is avoided.

In order to adapt the chair for use by per-
sons of different sizes, I make the arm-rest
B’ vertically adjustable. This I accomplish
by providing a socket B", which is secured
to the legs B, and by providing a stem b, ar-
ranged to slide in the socket. By means of
a set-serew 0" the stem is adjustably secured
in the socket, so that the height of the arm-
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rest may be regulated to suit the woman using
the chair.

In practice when the pains are well ad-
vanced the chair is placed in position upon
the bed and the patient seats herself there-
upon with her arms resting upon the arm-rest
and the frame A between her limbs. The
body is thus brought into such position that
the weight of the child assists the museclesin
expelling the child from the womb, while the
arm-rest affords a convenient support and
brace during muscular contraction, so that
delivery is quickly, readily, and almost pain-
lessly effected. Then the removable braces
D D' may be removed from the chair, as
shown in Fig. 2, the legs removed from the
front end of the frame, and the frame with-
drawn from the rear, the umbilical cord pass-
ing through the passage ¢ and allowing the
chair to be removed without inconvenience
to either the mother or child. The regular
procedure may then be followed.

My improved chair is especially designed
for being folded and carried within a small
receptacle from place to place as needed for
use by the physician or midwife. It may be
made of wood, metal, or other suitable ma-
terial, and the passage of the nmbilical cord
may be closed by a removable closure, or
may be always left open and may be arranged
at any suitable point in the frame without
departing from the spirit of my invention.

The construction may also be varied with-
out avoiding my claim,the construction which
I have shown being only one of many ways
in which my chair may be produced.

Now, having described my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An accouchement-chair comprising a
supporting-frame having an arm-rest extend-
ing across the front of the frame, a central
opening, and a passage leading through the
frame from the opening. - _

2. An accouchement-chair comprising an
oblong supporting-frame having a central
opening; a passage leading through theframe
from the opening; and an adjustable arm-
rest secured to the frame.

3. An accouchement-chair comprising an
oblong supporting-frame provided with a cen-
tral opening; a passage leading through the
frame from the opening; and a removable
closure for the passage.

4. An accouchement - chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from the
opening; a removable closure for the open-
ing; and an arm-rest secured to the front of
the frame,

5. An accouchement- chair comprising a

supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from the
opening; and a removable arm-rest secured to
the frontof the frame and closing the opening.

6. An accouchement-chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening,
closed excepting at the front end; support-
ing-legs secured to the rear end of the frame;
and a combined arm-rest and supporting-legs
adapted to be removably secured to the front
end of the frame and to close the passage.

7. An accouchement- chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from
such opening; a removable closure for the
passage; supporting-legs hinged to the frame;
an arm-rest secured to the frame; and re-
movable braces secured to the legs.

8. An accouchement-chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from
such opening; supporting-legs hinged to the
rear end of the frame; and a combined arm-
rest and legs adapted to be removably se-
cured to the front end of the frame to close
the passage.

9. An accouchement-chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from
such opening; supporting-legs hinged to the
rear of the frame; a combined arm-rest and
supporting-legs adapted to be removably se-
cured to the front end of the frame to close
the passage; and removable braces connect-
ing the legs with each other.

10. An accouchement-chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from
such opening; a removable closure for the

- passage; supporting-legs hinged to the rear

end of the frame; supporting-legs secured to
the front end of the frame; a stem-socket ar-
ranged at the front end of the frame; a stem
adapted to slide within the socket and pro-
vided at its top with an arm-rest; and means
foradjustably securing the stem in the socket.

11. An accouchement-chair comprising a
supporting-frame having a central opening;
a passage leading through the frame from
such opening; supporting-legs hinged to the
rear end of the frame; supporting-legs adapt-
ed to be removably secured to the front end
of the frame and to close the passage; a stem-
socket secured to the removable legs; a stem
adapted to slide in the socket and provided
at its top with an arm-rest; and means for
removably securing the stem in the socket.

: SARAI SWAIN.
Witnesses: ;
ALFRED I. TOWNSEND,
JAMES R. TOWNSEND.
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