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the width of the piece 9, and is so located 
that its lateral face is flush with the lateral 
face of the piece 9. In assembling the strut, 
the pieces 9 are caused to overlap, as in the 
previously described strut, and are so lo 
cated that the battens 10 are located adja 
cent to each other in the overlapping portion 
or joint. Collars 7 are then located along 
the joint or overlapping portion of the strut, 
and are secured in place, as has been de 
scribed, by means of wedges 8. These col 
lars are so constructed that they hold the lat 
eral faces of the battens in contact with each 
other, as well as forcing one batten in grip 
ing contact with the adjacent piece 9. 
With this construction the strut is stronger 
and better enabled to resist lateral bending 
in both directions. In the first place, each 
separate piece 9 is strengthened by the bat 
ten 10, and the joint is also strengthened, 
since the battens prevent relative lateral mo 
tion between the pieces, and also add to the 
frictional surface. 
\ This strut, and the one illustrated in Figs. 
1 to 3, may be readily taken apart or varied 
in length, by loosening the wedges 8 and re 
moving or shifting the collars 7. The op 
erations of Securing the separate pieces of 
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the strut together, and also of dismantling 
the strut, do not injure or in any way detri 
mentally affect the strut, and it may be used 
over and over again and be adjusted to vari 
ous lengths, without in any way injuring it. 
What I claim is:- 
An adjustable strut, comprising two sep 

arate overlapping pieces of equal width, a 
longitudinally extending batten of half the 
width of each piece permanently secured 
along one lateral edge of each piece so as to 
form, with the piece, an L-shaped member, 
the battens being of equal thickness, a series 
of collars encircling the overlapping pop 
tions of the pieces, said collars being of such 
width as to hold the adjacent faces of the 
battels in engagement with each other, sta 
ples for permanently securing the collars in 
spaced positions on one of said pieces and 
wedges coöperating with the collars for forc 
ing the over-lapping portions of the pieces 
into gripping engagement with the adjacent 
portions of the battens. 
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