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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY W. ATWATER, 

of Lawrence, in the county of Essex, State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Plaiting-Gages, 
of which the following is a description suffi 
ciently full, clear, and exact to enable any 
person skilled in the art or science to which 
my invention appertains to make and use the 
Same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawing, forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view, showing a set o 
my improved gages of different sizes. 
My invention relates to that class of plait 

ing-gages which are designed to be used by 
haird, in contradistinction to those employed 
in connection with sewing-machines; and con 
sists in a novel construction and arragement 
of the parts, as hereinafter more fully set forth 
and claimed, by which a more effective device 
of this character is produced than is now in 
Ordinary use. 
The nature and operation of my invention 

will be readily understood by all conversant 
With such matters from the following descrip 
tion. ... , ', - 

In the drawing, A B C D F represent a set 
of gages containing five different sizes, rang 
ing from one fourth of an inclh to one and one 
half inch, respectively. The gages are pref. 
erably connposed of thin strips of elastic sheet 

I metal, and are provided with two notches upon 
one side, as shown. Each of these notches has 
one vertical wall or side, ah, and one inclined 
Wall or side, a 2, at the base of which there is 
a circular aperture, m. The size of the gage 
has reference to its capacity inforning plaits, 
the one-inch gage turning plaits of that width, 
and the same rule applying to the larger and 
smaller sizes. In each of the gages the dis 
tance between the outer end or point d and 
the first vertical side or shoulder h is the same 

. . . . 

as the distance between the point h. and side or 
shoulder a-for instance, in the one inch gage 
the distance between the points dh is one 
inch, and between the points a h the same. 

It is well known that in measuring off the 
cloth into plaits by an ordinary scale or 
measure divided into inches and fractional 
parts thereof much difficulty is experienced. 
in getting the plaits perfectly even or uni. 
form, on account of the cloth stretching and 
slipping over the marks. The notches in my 
improved gages obviate this difficulty, as the 
cloth may be slightly pressed over or against 
the vertical edge or side of the notch during 
the process of folding and uneasuring, thus, 
holding it securely, and enabling the plaits to 
be laid with great uniformity. The apertures 
m are designed for use in sewing buttons onto 
the plaits and elsewhere on the work, the 
button being first secured by placing it under 
the gage, beneath the aperture, and pressing 
the gage and cloth firmly together, the needle, 
ill sewing, passing through the aperture. 
Having thus explained my invention, what 

I claim is- , , . . . . . ." 

1. The improved plaiting-gage described, 
consisting of the plate B, provided with a 
notch having the vertical side h and inclined 
side 2, and a notch having the vertical side a 
and inclined side ac, the distance between the 
point d and side h being the same as the dis 
tance between the sides a h, the whole being 
constructed and arranged to operate substan 
tially as set forth and specified. 

2. A plaiting-gage provided with notches 
having the vertical sides a h and inclined 
sides a 2, terminating in a circular recess, m, 
substantially as set forth and specified. 
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