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4. Claims... (CE. 27-26) 
This invention relates to a pedestal for Stip 

porting a casket on a lowering device at a grave, 
the general object of the invention being to pro 
vide means for supporting the casket in elevated 

3 position on the lowering device and in Such a 
manner that all the parts under the casket can 
be hidden from view by a grass carpet or other 
rug, with means whereby the pedestal can be 
easily swung from under the casket to permit the 
casket to be lowered on the webs of the lewering 
device. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This invention also consists in certain other 

features of construction and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts, to be here 
inafter fully described, illustrated in the accon 
panying drawings and specifically pointed out in 
the appended claims. a- - - - - - 

0. 

s 

In describing the invention in detail, reference 
will be had to the accompanying drawings, where 

20 in like characters denote like or corresponding 
parts throughout the several views, and ifl 
which:- - . . . . v 

Figure 1 is a view of the device supported on 
the lowering device, with the casket removed and 

25 showing the carpet in dotted lines. 
Figure 2 is an elevation of Figure 1, with parts 

in section and the carpet and casket shown in 
dotted lines. ; : , ; ; 

Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Figure 2. 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4, but show 

ing the parts in raised position. 
Figure 6 is a section on line 6-6 of Figtre 2. 
Figure 7 is a section on line 7-7 of Figure 1. 
Figure 8 is a perspective view of one of the 

corner members. . . . 
In these drawings, the letter A indicates any 

type of casket lowering device which includes the 
webs a and the pedestal is shown at B and is com 

40 posed of the two elongated open-work members 
or sections 1 and 2 which are adapted to rest on 
the end pieces of the device A and to Support the 
casket C, as shown in dotted lines in Figures 2 
and 3. Each of the members 1 and 2 has its ends 

45 sloping downwardly and outwardly, as shown in 
Figure 2, and said ends have their outer sides 
sloping inwardly, as shown in Figure 1. 
An angle member D is adapted to fit over adja 

cent ends of each side member of the device A 
50 and an end member and each member D is con 

posed of the angle shaped members 3 and 4 con 
nected together by a curved web 5. The men 
ber 3 is of inverted channel shape, While the 
member 4 has its open Side facing outwardly, as 

55 shown in Figure 8. The member 3 is formed 

With a slot 6 in its bight part for receiving a pin 
On the end member of the device A, as shown 

more particularly in Figure 7, with the bight. of 
the member 4 engaging the inner side of the side 
piece of the device A, as shown in Figure 4. A 60. 
hinge plate 8 is fastened to one end of each of 
the members i and 2 and extends outwardly and 
is connected by a hinge connection 9 to the mem 
ber 4, as shown in Figures 1 and 6, with the bar 
rel of the hinge having a certain amount of play 6. 
On the hinge pin 10, as shown in Figure 6. 
A bar 11 is connected to the under part of each. 

of the members 1 and 2 adjacent the other end of 
the device and said bar extends beyond the outer. 
Side of each member and carries a substantially 70 
Semi-circular part 12, at its outer end which de 
pends from Said outer end and is adapted to en 
gage a part of One of the side members of the 
device A, as shown in Figure 3. A downwardly 
and outwardly extending bar i3 is attached to. 
each bar il and carries a guide or clip. 14 at its 
lower end in which is siidably engaged a bar 15 
Which also has a clip or guide, 16 at its inner end 
which engages the bar. 13. Thus the bar 15 is 
Slidably supported on the bar, 13, and carries at 80 
its Outer end the Substantially semi-circular mem 
ber 17 which cooperates with the member 12 
to grip a side member of the device A and these 
two parts 12 and 17 permit the bar 11 to swing 
On the Side of the device. A. The inner end of 
the bar 15 is bent downwardly, as shown at 18. 

85. 

and a Spring 19 connects, this bent end to an 
intermediate part of the bar 11. Thus this spring 
19 tends to hold the bar 15 with the member 17 
gripping the side member of the device A, but 
permits the bar 15 to be moved outwardly so as to 
cause the member 17 to release the side piece 
Of the device A. 
A tubular member 20 has one end pivoted to 

the inner or free edge of each of the members 1. 
and 2 and a bar or lever 21 has a sliding fit in 
the member 20 and is pivotally supported by the 
part 3 of the member D, as shown at 22 in Figure 
5. A Spring 23 connects the inner end of the 
lever 21 to the member 3, as also shown in Fig 
ure 5, and tends to hold the lever 21 with the sec 
tions 1 or 2 SWung OutWardly, as shown in dotted 
lines in Figure 3 and also shown in Figure 5. 
A pivoted latch 24 carried by each part 3 tends 

to hold the sections 1 and 2 in the position shown 
in Figure 3, but when the latches are moved to 
releasing position, the Springs 23 move the sec 
tions to their dotted line position shown in Fig 
lure 3. 

In placing the device On the lowering device A, 
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the two member's D are turned to a vertical posi 
tion so that each member 4 can be placed Over 
a side piece of the device A and then each mem 
ber D is swung downwardly and inwardly so that 
the member 4 will turn on the side piece and 
finally assume the position shown in Figure 5, 
with the member 3 resting on an end piece of the 
device A, as also shown in Figure 5. During this 
Operation, the bar 15 is moved OutWardly against 
the action of the spring 19, so that the two parts 
12 and 17 can receive between them portions of 
a side member of the device A and then by re 
leasing the bar 15, the Spring 19 will move the bar 
15 inwardly and cause the member 17 to grip the 
side member of the device A between itself and . 
the member 12 and thus the two sections 1 and 
2 of the pedestal are connected with the device A. 
and by swinging the two sections 1 and 2 inwardly 
so that they will be engaged by the latches 24, . 
the parts are held in the position shown in full 
lines in Figure 3. 
As shown in this figure, the two members 1 and 

2 are spaced apart so that the adjacent edges of 
the two carpets E can be placed between the 
upper portions of the two members, the carpet 
extending over the members and over the device 
A So that all parts of the device, as well as the 
device A and the grave, are covered. The casket 
C is then placed on the pedestal, as Shown by 
dotted lines in Figures 2 and 3. 
We also provide means for facilitating th 

handling of the casket, such means consisting of 
the two long bars 25 and the straps 26 having 
their ends connected to the bars so that by plac 
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5. ing the ends of the casket on these straps and 
lifting the bars 25, the casket can be easily trans 
ported from place to place and placed on the 
pedestal. 
As will be understood, the parts assume the 

position shown in Figure 3, with the casket Set 
ting on them, during the Services at the grave and, 
as before stated, all the parts are covered by the 
carpet, excepting the casket. After the Services, 
the casket, is raised by placing the straps 26 under 
the ends thereof, and raising the rods 25 and the 
latches 24 are raised so that the SpringS 23 will 
throw the two sections 1 and 2 of the pedestal out 
Wardly from under the casket. Then the casket 
can be lowered on the straps or webs a of the 
device A and the casket lowered into the grave in 
the usual manner. As the Weight of the casket 
will hold the two sections of the pedestal in oper 
ative position, the latches can be released before 
the casket is to be raised. 
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It is thought from the foregoing description 
that the advantages and novel features of the 
invention will be readily apparent. 

1,975,558 
It is to be understood that changes may be 

made in the construction and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts, provided 
that such changes fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is:- “. . 

1. In combination with a casket lowering de 
vice, a pedestal for supporting a casket. On Said 
device, means for hingedly connecting the ped 
estal to a part of the device, Spring means for 
Swinging the pedestal off of the device, and latch 
means for holding the pedestal on the device and 
against the action of the Spring means. 

2. In combination with a casket lowering de 
vice, a pedestal comprising two Sections, hinge 
means for connecting the outer edge of each sec 
tion to an outer part of the casket lowering de 
vice, spring means for swinging the sections out 
Wardly from over the device and latch means for 
holding the sections on the device and against 
the action of the Spring means. - 
3. In combination with a casket lowering de 

vice, a pedestal consisting of a pair of elongated 
sections, an angle member for an end of each 109 
section, each angle member being adapted to 
engage a corner of the device, a hinge member 
for connecting one end of each Section to a part 
of an angle-member, a bar connected with the 
opposite, end portion of each Section and hav 
ing a semi-circular part at its Outer end for en 
gaging a portion of a side member of the device, 
a second semi-circular member, a bar connected 
with the second member and slidably engaging 
a part of the bar, spring means for holding the 10 
Second semi-circular member in position for 
clamping a part of a side member of the device 
between itself and the first Semi-circular mem 
ber, and spring means for normally holding each 
section to one side of the device, and latch means 115 
for holding the sections over the device. 

4. A pedestal of the class described compris 
ing a supporting frame, a pair of Sections hav 
ing their outer portions hingedly connected with 
the Supporting frame, spring means for normal- 23 
ly holding the sections in outward position, latch 
means for holding the Sections upon the Support 
ing frame, said Sections being Spaced apart 
whereby a pair of carpets can be placed over the 
sections and the supporting frame with their in- 2, 
ner edges held in the upper portion of the Space, 
a pair of bars and straps connecting the bars 
together for supporting a casket between the bars. 
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