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1 Claim.

This invention relates to a packing case which,
in opened position, can be utilized as a furniture
piece, and particularly to a case composed of two
hinged sections which can be-opened 180° rela-
tive to each other to form a desk or secretary.

It is an-object of my invention to provide a
substantial and roomy packing case, made from
the usual stock, adapted for use in the shipment
of heavy materials, as books, and capable of
withstanding the rough treatment given to such
cases during transportation; and, at the same
time, allowing its use, when desired, as an at-
tractive and very accepiable desk.

5 To this end, my packing case is designed with
special attention to the line of junhcture between
the hinged sections, whereby, when the sections
are in unfolded position, the front edges thereof
will give the desk a configuration which is es-

~~ becially desirable and attractive. Such con-

-V figuration includes an intermediate portion of

the front edges which lie in a plane which is

substantially at an angle of 45° to the base of
the desk, thus giving to the desk a ‘“Governor

Winthrop” effect.

With such arrangement, my desk is also
adapted for incorporation of desirable shelves
and a writing surface, and for the inclusion of
suitable handles, and of combination supports
for the desk and closure means for permanently
fixing the hinged sections together to prevent
opening of the box during its transportation as
a packing case, all as will be set forth more fully
in connection with the following description,
_ when taken in connection with the accompany-
9 ing drawing, in which,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my packing box
in its unfolded form as a desk;

Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the desk of Fig. 1
converted into a packing box; and

Itig. 3 is a top plan of the packing case shown
in Fig. 2.

My packing case is preferably a rectangularly
shaped box formed of two sections 10 and 30.
The section 106 includes a back wall {1, a top wall
12, a hottom wall 13 and two side walls 14 and
{5 connecting the top and bottom walls 12 and
13. As showmn, the top wall 12 is of less depth

~n the bottom wall 13, and the front edges
of the connecting side walls 14 and {5 include
portions 16 and T adjacent the bottom wall

{3, which lie in a plane normal to bottom wall

13. Adjacent the top wall (2, the front edges

of connecting side walls 14 and {5 taper as

shown, to form front edges 18 and 19, which lie
in a plane at an angle of approximately 45° tao
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the top wall 12 and the edge portions 16 and
11. Preferably, the front edge 28 of top wall
12 is tapered inwardly, as shown in Fig. 1, to lie
in the same plane as edges 18 and 189.

The other section 30, as shown in Fig. 1, is
superposed on the lower section 19. It also com-
prises a bottom wall 32, a top wall 33, and two
connecting side walls 34 .and 35. - Preferably,
the bottom wall 32 has an outer surface dimen-
sion equal to that of the outer surface dimen-
sion of top wall 12. These walls 12 and 32 are
hingedly connected together as by hinges 50, so
that the section 30 is adapted to be hingedly
folded through 180° to the form shown in Fig.
2, the edges of walls 32, 33, 84 and 35 of section
30 veing so formed as to abut the front edges of
section 10. In the preferred form of my device
this will include a tapered edge 40 on the bot-
tom wall 32, which, in closed position of the
packing case, will lie flush against the tapered
front edge 28 of top wall 12. As shown, the
hinges 50 are suitably inset in the walls 12 and
32 so that in the position shown in Fig. 1 the
outer surfaces of walls 12 and 32 will lie flush
against each other.

As is illustrated by the desk shown in Fig. 1,
the container in unfolded form has a novel con-
figuration, including the bottom edge portions
16 and 11, lying in cne plane, the top edge por-
tions 36 and 37 lying in a parallel plane, and
the intermediate connecting edges {8, 18 and
38, 39, lying in a plane disposed at an angle
of approximately 45° to the other edges. This
intermediate cut-back effect, especially in my
preferred form of a straight line cut back ef-
fect, forms an especially desirable desk config-
uration.

My container may be provided with fixed
shelves, at any desirable intervals. In order to
provide a suitable writing surface, I have incor-
porated in the packing box a slidable shelf 52,
which is slidably supported interiorly of the sec-
tion I8, between a top fixed shelf 53 and a pair
of cleats 54, which are preferably formed with
front tapered surfaces 55, which permit an in-
clination of the sliding shelf 52 as it is with-
drawn from the section (0, thus allowing use of
the shelf in an angled position.

In order to make provision for the inclusion
of the shelf 52 during use of the container as
a packing case, and, at the same time, make its
presence useful, I space one of the upper shelves
56 a distance from top wall 33, exactly equal to
the depth of the shelf 52. An intermediate shelf
BT is set in the section 30 to terminate a dis-
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tance from the edges 36 and 31, equal to the
thickness of the shelf 52. Thus, after the sec-
tion 30 has been packed, the shelf 52 may be
set inwardly of the section, resting on the edge
of shelf 57 and will hold the goods in the upper
portion of section 30 during the closing of the
packing box.

My device may also be provided with addi-
tional extensions 68 and &1, which form not only
convenient closure means for the packing box,
but also provide additional support for the desk
form of my device. As shown, the bottom edges
of these extensions 68 and 61 are in a plane with
the outer surface of bottom wall 13, and are so
attached to the section 0. that the section 33
folds between them, thus allowing the insertion
of fastening means such as the screws 62 shown

in Fig. 2, through the extensions 60 and 6f, into

the side walls 34 and 35 of the section 38, thus
locking the sections together during shipment.
As shown in the drawing, I also provide on the

outer surfaces of side walls {4 and 15, strength-

ening ribs €3 and 64, each of which may be pro-
vided with a rope &% suitably inserted into
grooves. inv the ribs, to provide convenient han-
dles for the packing case.

I claim:

A combination desk and packing case com-
prising, in ‘desk form, two sections superposed
cne upon the other, each section including a
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back wall, a bottom wall, a top wall, and con-
necting side walls, the top wall of each section
being of less depth than the bottom wall of the
same section, the abutting top wall of the lower
section and bottom wall of the upper section
being of substantially equal dimensions and be-

&

ing hinged along their front edges, exposed front. -

edges of said side walls lying wholly in three
planes with the lower front edges of the lower
section and the upper front edges of the upper
section lying in parallel planes disposed at an
angle of 90° to the plane of the top wall of the
lower section, and with the intermediate con-
necting upper edges of the lower section and low-
er edges of the upper section lying in g plane
disposed at an angle of substantially 45° to said
parallel planes, and extensions attached to and
protruding forwardly from the side walls of said
lower section and having bottom edges thereof
lying in a plane with the outer surface of the
bottom wall of said lower section, whereby upon
hinging one: of said sections 180° relative to the
other, the front edges of said side; top and: bot-
tom walls will' form: a line of juncture through
the side, top and bottom walls of a rectangularly
shaped box, said extensions overlapping the side
walls of said upper- section to permit insertion of
fastening means. )

HERBERT G. McLAUTHLIN.

io

20

25

30



