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This invention relates to handles and more particul 
larly to a two piece pivotally connected handle. Handles 
such as those used for a mop are usually constructed as 
a single straight element and of course in house cleaning 
operations this precludes the use of the mop to reach 
under furniture without stooping or bending the body to 
an extremely low position. In order that this type of 
cleaning operation may be conducted without bending or 
stooping, the mop handle must either bend or break 
with a swivel joint to permit the mop to be readily moved 
under furniture. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a handle 
that will break to permit a pivotal action and thus pro" 
vide a more efficient mop. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

handle that may be locked as a single rigid handle or 
may be released to permit the breaking of the handle 
so that the two sections of the handle will lie on different 
axCS. 
Other objects of this invention may be apparent by 

reference to the accompanying detailed description and 
the drawings in which 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of the handle, 
Fig. 2 is a partial view of the pivotal handle joint in 

an angle position, 
Fig. 3 is an elevational view taken on line 3-3 of 

Fig 2, 
Fig. 4 is a view taken on line 4-4 of Fig.2 and, 
Fig. 5 illustrates an elevational view of a further em 

bodiment of this invention. 
Referring to the drawings and particularly Fig. 1 there 

is illustrated a handle 10 that may be used for a mop, 
brush or similar device in which the handle is provided 
with a thread li at one end thereof for attachment to 
the device in which it is to be used with. In this em 
bodiment the handle 10 is provided in two sections 2 
and 4. Referring to Fig. 2 the connecting joint is 
shown in an angle position in which the portion 14 is 
pivotally connected to the portion 12 by a pin 15. Re 
ferring to Fig. 3 it is apparent that portion 4 is pro 
vided with a projecting upper end 6 through which an 
aperture 17 is provided while the portion 12, Fig. 4, is 
provided with a slot 18 at one end thereof and a pair 
of apertures 9 and 20 positioned in alignment through 
the end of element 12. The apertures 9, 20 and 17 are 
shown in alignment and the pin 15 is mounted in a fixed 
relation in these apertures so that element 14 may be 
moved pivotally with respect to element 12. A sleeve 
or collar 2 is fitted about element 2 and elements 12 
and 4 are provided with the same external diameter So 
that sleeve 21 will snugly fit both elements and can 
be slideably moved from the position illustrated in Fig. 
1 to the position illustrated in Fig. 2 and back again as 
desired. The movement of sleeve 21 may be restricted 
that is, a pin 22 is provided in element 12 and a slot 
23 is provided in sleeve 21 so that element 21 may be 
moved with relation to pin 22 downward until the end 
of the slot abuts with pin 22 as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
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Slot 23 is provided with a bayonet type of lock at its 
opposite end so that element 21 may be moved in an 
opposite direction as illustrated in Fig. 2 and rotated 
slightly to lock element 21 in the position as illustrated 
in Fig. 2. This is to retain element 2 out of the way 
when the handle is used in any of the angular positions, 
one element being at an angle to the other element. 

It is apparent that in use handle 0 as shown in Fig. 1 
may be affixed to a mop or brush or other such device 
by threadably securing the end to the device or in the 
event a special connection is necessary end it may be 
threaded to an element (not shown) to make the neces 
sary connection. In such use the device is similar to all 
present straight handles. However, in order that the 
handle may be used for mopping or scrubbing under 
furniture or appliances that are difficult to get under 
with a straight handle, the sleeve element 21 may be 
retracted to the position illustrated in Fig. 2 and by turn 
ing locked in this position, the handle 0 will then be 
pivotal in one plane to permit moving the lower portion 
of the handle 4 to any angular position down to a paral 
lel relationship with the floor to thus permit easy access 
to the space under furniture or appliances. 
A further embodiment of this invention is illustrated 

in Fig. 5 in which there are provided two portions of a 
handle 0A the upper portion 2A and the lower portion 
4A. The lower portion of the handle 2A is provided 

with a threaded end 25 while the upper portion of the 
handle 14A is provided with a threaded end 26. The 
threaded portions 25 and 26 are mating threads and a 
sleeve 2A is provided to fit over the threaded portions 
25 and 26. Sleeve 2A is provided with an internal 
thread 27 to mate with the threads 25 and 26. Element 
21A should be constructed so that the threaded engage 
ment is a fairly tight frictional fit or element 2A may 
be provided with plastic or rubber inserts 28 to insure 
a frictional gripping action between the sleeve 21A and 
the threaded ends 25 and 26. It is apparent that element 
25A when turned in a clockwise direction will move 
downward and when turned in a counter-clockwise direc 
tion will move upward. Element 2: A may be retracted 
until it abuts with either shoulder 29 of element 12A or 
30 of element 14A. In this embodiment elements 2A 
and 14A must be pivotally connected in the same man 
ner as elements 2 and 4 of Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
Although handle a has been described in connection 

with a mop or brush or similar device it may be fitted to 
any floor bearing device such as a vacuum cleaner 
or polisher without departing from the spirit of this in 
vention and although the handle E0 is shown with a 
sleeve 2 that is slideable from one position to another, 
the sleeve 2 may also be constructed as shown in the 
further embodiment with an internal thread while ele 
ments 12 and 14 are provided with a mating external 
thread thus permitting the setting of sleeve 21 to either 
side of the joint allowing movement thereof. 

Various changes may be incorporated such as the 
shape of portion 2; it may be a straight handle or a 
specially designed handle without departing from the 
spirit of this invention and this invention shall be limited 
only by the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A two piece handle in which the two pieces are joined 

by a pivot joint and in which the abutting ends of said 
pieces are provided with a similar thread and a sleeve 
threadably secured on said threaded ends, means to 
rotate said sleeve in either direction to a retracted posi 
tion on one of said pieces to permit the pivot joint to 
break and means to rotate said sleeve in an opposite 
direction to move said sleeve back over said pivot joint 
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and retain said handle pieces in alignment with each 1977,180. 
other. 2,013,192 

2,029,484 
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