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8 Claims. (C. 248-129) 
This invention relates to hampers such as those em 

ployed for laundry purposes, and one of the objects of 
the invention is to provide a hamper of the kind in which 
the clothes-containing bag, included as a part of the 
hamper, can be readily raised and lowered to meet various 
requirements. 
With hampers of this kind, it is especially desirable 

that the emptying of the bag shall be conducted in such 
a manner that stooping to remove the bag contents shall 
be avoided. Hence it is important that the bag be in 
an elevated position during the emptying procedure. On 
the other hand, while the bag is being filled, either by 
laundry emanating from a laundry chute or by being 
manually filled, that the bag shall be in a lowered position. 
It is also desirable that the bag be in a lowered position 
while the hamper is in storage, to thereby reduce its 
overall height and enable it to be stored in a restricted 
position or area. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide a 
hamper of simple, sturdy construction and one in which 
the bag-support can be readily raised or lowered to meet 
requirements. It is an object of the invention to provide 
means by which the raising movement of the bag-support 
will be restricted and which means will also be effective 
to hold down the bag-support when the same is in its 
lowered position. 
More particularly, the invention contemplates the pro 

vision of a wheeled carriage by means of which the 
hamper is conveniently moved from place to place; of 
upstanding posts on the carriage; of a bag-support having 
a bag-carrying frame at the top, with legs extending down 
wardly therefrom and telescopically fitted over the posts. 
Springs are contained within the posts and such springs 
extend into the legs and they tend to bias the bag-support 
to a raised position, and catch means in provided by 
which the raising movement of the bag-support is re 
stricted and which means is also effective to hold down 
the bag-Support in a lowered position when it is placed in 
Such position. 
With these and other objects to be hereinafter set forth 

in view. I have devised the arrangement of parts to be 
described and more particularly pointed out in the claims 
appended hereto. 

In the accompanying drawings, wherein an illustrative 
embodiment of the invention is disclosed, 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a hamper con 
structed according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the same with the bag 
omitted; 

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view through one of 
the corner posts and the leg of the bag-support fitted 
thereover; - 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the hamper with the 
bag omitted; 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view, taken substantially on the 
line 5-5 of FIG. 4 and showing the action of the stop 
means which limits the upward movement of the bag 
Support; 

FIG. 6 is a side elevation, on a reduced scale, of the 
carriage; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of one corner of the bag 
Supporting frame showing how the bag is suspended 
therefrom, and 

FIG. 8 shows how the bag-support is retained in its 
lowered position by a catch or detent means. 
The improved hamper is composed of three main ele 
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2 
ments namely, a supporting carriage generally indicated 
at 1, a bag-support generally indicated at 2, and the 
bag 3 supported thereby. 
The carriage 1, shown separately in FIG. 6, includes 

an encircling frame member or brace 4 which is of sub 
stantially rectangular shape and extends around and is 
secured to the four upstanding tubular corner posts 5, 
each of which is open at the top and has its lower end 
located below the frame member 4 to receive a caster 6 
that includes the roller or wheel 7. By the wheeled 
arrangement described, the carriage may be conveniently 
moved from place to place. 
The bag-support includes a top frame member 8a, 

which is preferably composed of wire rod and is of sub 
stantially rectangular shape. Extending downwardly 
from each corner of the frame i8a is a hollow or tubular 
leg E8 having an internal diameter which enables it to 
slidably fit over one of the posts 5. The frame member 
18a is welded or otherwise suitably attached at the tops 
of the hollow legs 18. This arrangement is such as to 
provide for a telescopic mounting of the bag-support 2 
in respect to the carriage 1 and to enable the bag-sup 
port to be elevated when desired to facilitate the removal 
of the contents of the bag, or else to be lowered while 
the bag is being fillied or while the hamper is stored in a 
closet or elsewhere. 
The laundry-receiving bag is shown at 3 and the same 

may be composed of fabric or other flexible sheet ma 
terial and the bag is open at the top and is provided 
thereat with loops 9 (FIGS. 1 and 7) by means of which 
it is suspended from the frame member 18a. 

Located within each of the posts 5 and projecting 
upwardly therefrom and being partially located within 
each of the legs 18 is a compression coil spring 10, said 
springs tending to normally elevate the bag-support 2 
to an extent permitted by stop means to be presently 
described. 

Each of the springs i0 is confined between a lug a 
(FIG. 3) stamped out of the leg 18 and bent inwardly 
into the interior of the leg, and a similar lug 28 formed 
out of the leg 5. This arrangement is such that the bag 
Support 2 is constantly biased upwardly by the force of 
the springs 10. 
One each side of the carriage is a guide rod 3 which 

extends vertically upwardly, the same being each se 
cured at its lower end to the frame member 4 by a bolt 
12 or other fastener, and said guide rods E3 are guided 
through eyes or loops 4 projecting from a reinforcing 
frame member 5 which extends around and is welded 
to the legs i8 near the lower ends of said legs. At its 
upper end each of the guide rods 13 is provided with a 
head 6 in the form of a flattened loop constituting a de 
tent and acting as a stop to limit the upward movement 
of the bag-support, as shown in F.G. 5 under the bias 
ing action of the spring 10, and also acting as a catch 
member to hold down the bag-support when desired and 
as shown in F.G. 8. 
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In FIGS. 1 and 4, the bag-support , which normally 
carries the bag 3 within it with the upper open end of the 
bag disposed upwardly, is shown in a slightly elevated 
position in order to clearly disclose construction. In its 
fully lowered position, the bag-support has its side rails 
17 and 19 of the frame member 18a engaged under the 
loops 16 which then serve as detents or catches to hold 
down the bag-support 2 and prevent it from rising under 
the urge of the springs 10. In FIG. 5, these loops 16 are 
shown in engagement over the frame member 15, which 
engagement occurs when the bag-support reaches the limit 
of its elevating movement. In such a position, the loops 
16 serve as stops to thereby limit the elevation of the bag 
Support and the bag 3 carried thereby. In similar man 
ner, the loops 16 take over the tops of the side rails 17 and 
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19 as shown in FIG. 8 when the bag-support is lowered, 
and hold the bag-support in its lowered position. The in 
clined surface 20 on each of the loops 16 permits the rails 
17 and 19 to enter under the loops 16 and the springiness 
of the rods i3 permits of easy disengagement of the loops 
16 from the rails 17 and 19 to effect the raising movement. 
of the frame under the urge of the springs to. 
From the foregoing, the operation and use of the im 

proved hamper will be apparent. The bag 3, supported by 
the frame member 18a and dependent from it can be filled 
while in either a raised or lowered position. In lowered 
position, the bag-support will be held down by the engage 
ment of the loops 6 over the tops of the bars 17 and 
19. To facilitate the removal of the contents from the 
bag 3 and to avoid the necessity for stooping or bending 
down while doing so, the bag-support and the bag 3 are 
elevated. This is done by disengaging the loops 16 from 
the rails 17 and 19, whereupon the springs 10 will become 
effective to elevate the bag-support 2 until the rising move 
ment thereof is halted by the engagement of the loops 16 
over the top of the frame member 18a; substantially as 
shown in FIG.5. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing, that a structure 
is provided by which the bag is easily raised and lowered 
and maintained in either position. While in its raised 
position the removal of the bag contents is comfortably 
accomplished without stooping or bending. The filling 
of the bag is conveniently done while the bag is lowered. 
Also, while the bag is in its lowered position, the height 
of the hamper is materially reduced to facilitate its stor 
age. 

Having thus described a single embodiment of the in 
vention it is obvious that the same is not to be restricted 
thereto, but is broad enough to cover all structures coming 
within the scope of the annexed claims. 
What I claim is: - 
1. A hamper construction comprising, a carriage pro 

vided with supporting wheels, a plurality of upstanding 
posts on said carriage, a bag-support including a frame 
member from which a bag is suspended, a plurality of 
tubular legs extending downwardly from the frame and 
slidably fitted over the posts to thereby telescopically 
mount the bag-support on the carriage, spring means with 
in the posts and within the legs for biasing the bag-Sup 
port toward an elevated position, guide means extending 
upwardly from the carriage, said guide means having de 
tents for engaging with the frame member to hold down 
the bag-support in opposition to the urge of the springs, or 
to act as stops against a part of the bag-support to limit its 
raising movement. 

2. A hamper as provided for in claim 1, wherein the 
bag-support includes an encircling brace member, guide 
loops on said brace member and through which the guide 
members extend, and said guide means being upstanding 
rods with the detents thereon, said detents consisting of 
loops formed at the upper ends of the rods. 

3. A hamper construction comprising, a carriage of 
substantially rectangular form provided at each of its 
corners with an upstanding hollow post, a bracing frame 
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member extending around the posts, a bag-support pro- 60 
vided at the top with a rectangular frame, a bag suspended 

4. 
from said frame, a plurality of hollow legs extending 
downwardly from said frame and slidably fitted over the 
posts to thereby telescopically mount the bag-support on 
the carriage, springs located within the posts and legs to 
thereby bias the bag-support toward an elevated position 
with respect to the carriage, a reinforcing frame member 
extending around the legs, guide loops provided on said: 
frame member, rods attached at their lower ends to the 
bracing frame member of the carriage, said rods being 
guided through the guide loops, the rod having loop mem 
bers at their upper ends for taking over the bracing frame 
member when the bag-support is elevated and for taking 
over the rectangular frame of the bag-support when said 
bag-support is in a lowered position. : - - -2 

4. A hamper construction having a carriage provided 
with a plurality of upstanding posts, a bag-support having 
a frame from which a bag is carried, hollow legs extend 
ing from the frame and telescopically fitted over the posts, 
springs contained within the posts and legs for biasing the 
bag-support toward an elevated position, stop means for 
limiting the rising movement of the bag-support, said stop 
means also constituting hold-down means for the bag 
support when the same is in its lowered position. 

5. In a hamper construction as provided for in claim 4, 
wherein the stop means comprising rods disposed at the 
opposite sides of the carriage and bag-support, and means; 
carried by the bag-support for engagement by said rods 
when the bag-support is elevated or when it is in a low 
ered position. . 

6. In a hamper construction as provided for in claim 5, 
wherein the rods are provided with loops at their upper 
ends and which loops take over the means on the bag 
Support. 

7. A hamper construction having a wheeled carriage, . 
said carriage being provided with a plurality of upstanding 
tubular posts, a reinforcing frame extended around and 
attached to the posts, a pair of guide rods attached at 
their lower ends to the reinforcing frame and provided 
with loops at their upper ends, a bag-support provided at 
the top with a bag-carrying frame, hollow legs extending 
downwardly from said frame and telescopically fitted over 
the posts, springs contained within the posts and legs for 
biasing the bag-carrying frame toward a raised position 
relatively to the carriage, said bag-carrying frame being 
engageable under the loops when the bag-carrying frame 
is in a lowered position, the bag-support being provided 
with a reinforcing brace member having guide means by 
which the rods are guided, said brace member being en 
gageable under the loops on the rods when the bag-support 
is in a lowered position, to thereby hold the bag-support 
in such position in opposition to the bias of the springs. 

8. A hamper construction as provided for in claim 7, 
wherein the posts and legs have lugs projecting internally, 
and the springs are confined between the said lugs. 
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