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VIRTUAL MOBILE PHONE INTERFACE SYSTEM AND METHOD THEREOF

BACKGROUND

[0001] Mobile phone communication - facilitated through use of cell

phones and smartphone devices - has become ubiquitous in today's society.

Many users have become reliant on their mobile communication device as the

primary source for management of user data including contacts, calendar, tasks,

media, and text messages. Consequently, the mobile phone is often considered

the hub of personal information for countless users. Misplacing or losing one's

mobile phone is often a traumatic experience due to the inability to place phone

calls, in addition to the inaccessibility and possible loss of personal information

stored on the mobile device. In some cases, the mobile phone may be

intentionally left behind or forgotten, leading to the same unpleasant outcomes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0002] The features and advantages of the inventions as well as additional

features and advantages thereof will be more clearly understood hereinafter as a

result of a detailed description of particular embodiments of the invention when

taken in conjunction with the following drawings in which:

[0003] FIG. 1 is a generalized schematic and conceptual diagram of a

virtual mobile phone interface system according to an example of the present

invention.

[0004] FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a virtual mobile phone

interface system according to an example of the present invention.

[0005] FIGS. 3A - 3F are sample screenshots of the browser interface and

phone emulator according to an example of the present invention.

[0006] FIG. 4 is a simplified flow chart of the processing steps for providing

the virtual mobile phone interface on a client device according to an example of

the present invention.

[0007] FIG. 5 is a simplified flow chart of the processing steps for

deactivating the virtual mobile phone interface on the client device according to

an example of the present invention.



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The following discussion is directed to various embodiments.

Although one or more of these embodiments may be discussed in detail, the

embodiments disclosed should not be interpreted, or otherwise used, as limiting

the scope of the disclosure, including the claims. In addition, one skilled in the art

will understand that the following description has broad application, and the

discussion of any embodiment is meant only to be an example of that

embodiment, and not intended to intimate that the scope of the disclosure,

including the claims, is limited to that embodiment. Furthermore, as used herein,

the designators "A", "B" and "N" particularly with respect to the reference

numerals in the drawings, indicate that a number of the particular feature so

designated can be included with examples of the present disclosure. The

designators can represent the same or different numbers of the particular

features.

[0009] The figures herein follow a numbering convention in which the first

digit or digits correspond to the drawing figure number and the remaining digits

identify an element or component in the drawing. Similar elements or

components between different figures may be identified by the user of similar

digits. For example, 143 may reference element "43" in Figure 1, and a similar

element may be referenced as 243 in Figure 2. Elements shown in the various

figures herein can be added, exchanged, and/or eliminated so as to provide a

number of additional examples of the present disclosure. In addition, the

proportion and the relative scale of the elements provided in the figures are

intended to illustrate the examples of the present disclosure, and should not be

taken in a limiting sense.

[00010] Because mobile phones are integral to the storage and

management for personal information, user's often face unfortunate challenges in

the event of a lost or misplaced phone. There have been several attempted

solutions to the aforementioned problem. Some prior solutions provide internet-

based communications services. However, these systems simply provide an

alternative to an existing mobile phone rather than an exact or virtual copy of the

mobile device and associated functionality. That is, existing internet-based

solutions are aimed at parallel use with a user's mobile device and do not provide



the necessary functionality and/or stored information in the event of a user

misplacing the device. Other solutions provide a service for remotely controlling

a personal mobile device. A remote control service, however, still fails to provide

the two-way communication afforded by mobile phone devices.

[00011] Some solutions enable a user to manually create duplicate portions

of their phone content in one or more locations, which may not be practical.

Though contact, calendar, and tasks items may be stored on third-party web-

based applications, other personal information such as text messages, phone

records, applications and phone settings are not easily stored based on known

technologies. Moreover, duplicating the content and functionality of a mobile

phone, in a manner that can be readily accessed by a user is not easy, obvious,

or possible with current solutions. As such, there is a need in the art for a system

and method that provides true replication of virtual mobile phone functionality

without physical access to the mobile phone.

[00012] Examples of the present invention provide a system and method

that replicates the functionality of a missing mobile phone via a browser and

phone emulator on any internet-connected computer. According to one example,

the system includes an application installed on the mobile phone that securely

uploads all of the mobile phone data, apps, and settings to a virtual mobile phone

host (e.g., cloud-based server). Furthermore, a browser interface associated with

a surrogate computing device includes a mobile phone emulator and serves as

an auxiliary access vehicle to the mobile phone's features, data, applications, and

the like including the ability to make or receive a phone call via the computing

device and phone emulator. Additionally, an authentication and control module

provides a means for securing access to the virtual phone data while also

enabling user control between the physical phone and virtual phone based on

credentials and an access request received from the user.

[00013] Referring now in more detail to the drawings in which like numerals

identify corresponding parts throughout the views, FIG. 1 is a generalized

schematic and conceptual diagram of a virtual mobile phone interface system

according to an example of the present invention. As shown here, examples of

the present invention include a wireless communication tower 101, a mobile



phone device 105, a virtual mobile phone host server 110, a telecommunication

service provider 115, and a surrogate computing device 120. As will be

explained in further detail below with reference to FIG. 2, the virtual mobile phone

(VMP) host server 110 includes software components, a cloud infrastructure, and

service to support telecommunication capabilities for registered clients/users

and/or devices. According to one example, mobile phone 105 represents a

cellular phone, mobile telecommunication device, or similar device capable of

wireless communication (e.g., tablet) having personalized phone data 106 such

as a contacts, calendar, tasks, text messaging, etc., a virtual mobile application

107, a unique communication identifier 108, and a phone interface identifier 109

representing an operating system of the mobile device. Service provider 115 is a

telecommunication company or entity that provides for communication services

and assigns a unique communication identifier (e.g., phone number) to a mobile

phone device. The surrogate computing device 120 represents a network-

enabled computing device including a desktop computer, laptop computing

device, tablet computing device, or smartphone for example. The surrogate

computing device 120 includes a web browser 125 for retrieving and presenting

information and resources from the internet and more particularly, from VMP host

server 110. Still further, the browser 120 includes a phone emulator 127, which

provides a more realistic experience to the user. According to one example, the

phone emulator 127 is configured to substantially duplicate and closely resemble

the look, feel, and behavior of a mobile phone.

[00014] FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a virtual mobile phone

interface system according to an example of the present invention. As shown,

the virtual mobile phone replication system 200 includes a mobile phone device

205, a virtual mobile phone host 210, a telecommunication service provider 215,

a surrogate computing unit 220, and landline and IP networking protocols 230.

The mobile phone device 205 includes user data 206, virtual mobile phone

application 207, communication identifier 208, and a phone interface identifier

209. The personal phone data 206 of the mobile phone is associated with an

operating user 202 and includes, but is not limited to: contacts, calendar data

206a, contacts 206b, task items 206c, short messaging service (SMS)/multimedia

message service (MMS) messages 206d, notes 206e, media



(pictures/video/music) 206f, phone records/call history 206g, user phone settings

206h, applications 206i, and files 206j. According to one example embodiment,

the virtual mobile phone application 207 represents a software application

configured to read personal data 206 of the mobile phone (e.g., contact, call

history, etc.) and securely transfer the data 206 to the VMP host 210. The

communication identifier 208 represents a unique number associated with the

mobile phone device such as a mobile phone number issued by the

telecommunication service provider 215 for example. By way of example, the

phone interface identifier 209 represents an identification number or information

associated with the current operating system or interface running on the mobile

phone 205.

[00015] The virtual mobile phone interface system 250 includes the VMP

app 207, the VMP host 210, authentication and control module 213, and a client

device 220. According to one example, the VMP host 210 represents a cloud-

based infrastructure and service comprising of a database 212 for storing the

mobile phone data, a processing unit 214, an internet telephony gateway 216,

and a communication interface 218. Processor 214 represents a central

processing unit (CPU), microcontroller, microprocessor, or logic configured to

execute programming instructions associated with the VMP host 210. The

communicator interface 218 represents a HTML/XML or similar interface for

facilitating network access from the surrogate computing device 220. The

internet telephony gateway 216 allows for bi-directionally communication

between the VMP host 210 and service provider 215, which represents a

telecommunication service company configured to provide wireless

telecommunication services to clients/mobile devices. Service provider 215 may

be associated with broadband and telecommunication companies that provide

landline and/or VoIP communication/networking services. Examples of the

present invention thus enable the VMP host 210 and surrogate computing device

220 to place and receive phone calls using landline/VolP protocols 230.

[00016] The surrogate computing device 220 is operated by a registered

user 202 and represents a networked computer having a browser or web-based

interface 225. Additionally, the computing device 220 is configured to



communicate bi-directionally with the VMP host 210 via the browser interface 225

and communication interface 218 of the VMP host 210. Furthermore, the web-

based interface 225, which runs on the surrogate computing device 220, is

capable of utilizing the phone data stored on the VMP host database 212 to

simulate the mobile phone 205 by providing for: access to contacts, calendar

items and other data associated with the mobile device 205, emulation of

applications, playback of music and video, and display of pictures associated with

mobile device 205 for example. In addition, the imported communication

identifier 208 of the mobile device 205 may be utilized for remote

telecommunication including the ability to make and receive phone calls using the

same communication identifier associated with the mobile phone 205. Thus, a

registered user 202, who normally operates the mobile phone device 205, can

now replicate all or substantially all functionality, including data and media

access, provided by the mobile phone through the browser and web-based

interface 225. And in the case of a misplaced or lost mobile phone 205 for

example, telecommunication services - using the mobile phone communication

identifier 208 - may still be accomplished via the VMP host 210 and surrogate

computing device 220.

[00017] Generally, when the mobile phone 205 is available and operated by

a user, the mobile phone 205 communicates directly with the telecommunication

service provider 215 in a normal or first operating mode. In accordance with one

example, communication between the mobile phone device 205 and the VMP

host 210 becomes active when the mobile phone device 205 is not available to

the user. In such a scenario, the user may utilize the browser 225 of the

surrogate computing unit 220 to signal for the VMP host 210 to activate

communication services on the surrogate computing unit 220 and to also make

the latest version of the phone's user content available to SP 215 and browser

225. The primary communication identifier (i.e., mobile phone number) may be

switched from the mobile phone 205 to VMP host 210 and/or the temporary

surrogate device 220 via call forwarding such that costs associated with service

fees can be directed back to the user's account with the SP 215. Moreover, the

telecommunication service provider 215 may bill users of the VMP host 210



based on various billing models such as usage-based or flat fee (service

insurance option) models for example.

[00018] In accordance with one example embodiment, a registered user

may misplace mobile phone 205 (i.e., device unavailable) and desire to switch

from the normal operating mode to a secondary operating mode using browser

225 of the surrogate computing device 220. When the VMP host 210 receives a

change request from the user (e.g., via browser 225) to switch to the secondary

operating mode, the VMP host 210 may communicate the change to the

telephone service provider 215 in order to assign a secondary communication

identifier (i.e., temporary phone number) to the registered user 202. Thereafter,

future telephonic calls to primary communication identifier are automatically

forwarded to the secondary communication identifier and retrieved by the user via

browser 225. That is, the user may make and receive phone calls and

SMS/MMS messages (i.e., telecommunication functionality), via VoIP 230 and

browser 225, using the secondary communication identifier (although transparent

to the user). The user 202 may also access all of the personal user data via the

browser 225 including calendar items 206a and media 206f for example that was

previously synched with the phone data database 212 (i.e., data access

functionality).

[00019] Moreover, browser 225 includes a virtual mobile phone emulator

227. In one example, the phone emulator 227 is configured to provide a more

realistic experience to the user by providing an image and interface that closely

resembles a mobile phone device as will be shown in further detail with

referenced to FIGS. 3A - 3F. Still further, the phone emulator 227 may utilize an

image that represents the specific type of user interface associated with the

physical phone (mobile phone 205) owned by the user. In one example,

inclusion of emulator 227 may also serve to provide better support for mobile

applications, text, media and the like that are configured to operate/display

properly on the mobile phone but may not be supported on a standalone web

browser interface.

[00020] Upon accessing the virtual phone 250, the authentication and

control module 213 is configured to verify the identity of the user and provides

options for either accessing the phone data 212 through the browser interface



225 only, or accessing the phone data 212 by taking full control over the actual

mobile phone device 205. If the latter option is exercised, the entre phone

functionality and control are transferred to the virtual mobile phone host 210, and

the mobile phone device 207 is locked and rendered inoperable, in which case

the virtual phone 250 operates via the cloud-based service and VMP host server

210. Providing both telecommunication and data access functionality through the

VMP host 210 and browser 225/emulator 227 thus enables virtual replication of

the mobile device 205 on the surrogate computing device 215.

[00021] In the event that the mobile phone 205 is recovered or replaced, the

user 202 may communicate with the VMP host 210 via browser 225 to reactivate

and switch telecommunication services back to the normal operating mode (i.e.,

mobile phone 205 communicates directly with service provider 215). More

particularly, once the user is authenticated and a reactivation request is received,

the virtual mobile phone services to the client device 220 are terminated and the

physical phone 205 recovers complete control of telecommunication services.

Moreover, newly created data and content by the user 202 on the virtual phone

250, and stored in the phone data 212 within the cloud-based VMP host 210, can

be automatically transferred back to the mobile phone device 205 via the virtual

mobile phone application 207. Accordingly, any new data generated while using

the VMP host 210 and computing device 220 as a virtual phone (e.g., text

messages, images, or call history) can be quickly and easily retained and

synchronized when the physical phone is recovered or replaced.

[00022] FIGS. 3A - 3F are sample screenshots of the browser interface and

phone emulator according to an example of the present invention. FIG. 3A is a

sample screen shot of the authentication and control verification interface 313 for

verifying the credentials of an operating user desired to access a mobile phone

from a client or surrogate device. The authentication and control interface 313

includes identify verification fields 317 and phone access control options 319.

The identify verification fields 317 may include a username and password

information, fingerprint sensor, facial recognition software or similar means for

verifying the identity of the operating user. The phone access control options 319

are utilized by the authentication and control module to determine the level of

phone and data access to grant the operating user. According to one example,



and as described above, the operating user may be granted either phone data

access only through the web browser of the client device, or full access control of

phone data and service functionality through transfer of the communication

identifier to the VMP host and activation of the mobile phone emulator on the

browser interface and client device as described above.

[00023] Referring now to FIG. 3B - 3F, FIG. 3B depicts a sample

screenshot of the mobile phone emulator 327. As shown here, the phone

emulator 327 may include simultaneous view of both a main window 328a and an

auxiliary input window 328b. By way of example, the main window is configured

to emulate a primary display area of the mobile device while the auxiliary input

window 328b is positioned immediately adjacent to the main window 328a and is

configured to emulate additional input functionality for the main window. In the

present example, the main window 328a includes a standard numeric keypad as

found on a traditional mobile phone. In this way, the mobile phone emulator 327

is configured to replicate the exact look and feel of an actual mobile phone. The

auxiliary input window 328b may include shortcut icons 329a in addition to a

keyboard graphical input interface 329b. According to one example, a user may

facilitate selection on the client device within either the main window 328a or

auxiliary window 328b through mouse or keyboard input (e.g., desktop as

client/surrogate device), or via touch-based or gesture input (e.g., tablet as

client/surrogate device). More particularly, phone interface information relating to

the operating system of the mobile phone may be collected by the VMP

application running on the mobile phone. The VMP host server may then match

the phone interface information with an associated virtual phone emulator. For

example, given the phone interface information, the VMP host server may

activate an emulator resembling an iOS (Apple® mobile operating system) or

Android (Google® mobile operating system) operating interface. FIG. 3C depicts

an application launcher as the main window 328a. Accordingly, an operating

user on the client device may select any application icon thereon so as to launch

a corresponding application as if operating the actual mobile device.

Furthermore, the virtual mobile phone may replicate the skin of the physical

mobile phone, in addition to the exact location of application icons so as to

provide an accurate look and feel of the physical mobile phone.



[00024] FIG. 3D depicts a messaging window as the main window 328a.

Here, the operating user may input text-based messages and messaging such as

those associated with short messaging service, multimedia messaging service or

instant messaging using the keyboard interface 329b or standard keyboard

associated with the client device for example. FIGS. 3E and 3F depict, within the

main window 328b of the mobile phone emulator 327, an image from an image

gallery and a contact list respectively, as would be shown on the actual mobile

device. In accordance therewith, the virtual mobile phone interface system and

mobile phone emulator of the present examples are capable of effectively

replicating and emulating the user experience of the mobile device on a

secondary or surrogate access device.

[00025] FIG. 4 is a simplified flow chart of the processing steps for providing

the virtual mobile phone interface on a client device according to an example of

the present invention. In step 410, a user operating the mobile device registers

with the virtual mobile phone host so as to create registration credentials. Next,

in step 420, the VMP host imports the communication identifier or phone number

of the mobile device and also collects user phone data and phone interface

information from the mobile phone in step 430. As described above, a virtual

mobile phone application running on the mobile device is used to facilitate the

transfer of the user data from the mobile phone to the VMP host. The data

transfer process may occur continuously and in real-time such that the VMP host

server includes the most current user phone data. According to one example

embodiment, after the initial upload of all the user data, the processing unit of the

VMP host may communicate with the VMP application of the mobile device

periodically to detect changes made to user data such that updates to the phone

data are only made based on detected changes, thereby reducing bandwidth

consumption and data transfer costs. Upon determining, in step 440, that the

registered user has accessed the VMP host on a surrogate computing device,

and the operating user has been properly authenticated (via input of registration

credentials) by the authentication and control module in step 450, a determination

is made as to level of access requested by the user in step 460. If device control

is not requested, then the VMP host retrieves the phone data and displays the

requested data on the browser interface of the client device. On the other hand,



if the user opts for full device control in step 460, then the mobile phone device is

locked and disabled, and the mobile phone communication identifier is

transferred to the client device so that mobile phone communication and phone

data (i.e., personal data and phone interface information) are retrieved and

replicated at the surrogate computing device in step 480. Moreover, in the event

the mobile phone is determined as stolen, in addition to the device being

disabled, the information and person data stored thereon may be remotely wiped

upon the user assuming full device control. Next, in step 490, an emulator

associated with the phone interface information is activated on the browser

interface so as to facilitate a more realistic telephonic communication experience

on the client device.

[00026] FIG. 5 is a simplified flow chart of the processing steps for

deactivating the virtual mobile phone interface on the client according to an

example of the present invention. By way of example, in the event that the

mobile phone is recovered or replaced, the virtual mobile phone system is

configured to allow for control to be passed back to the physical phone. In step

510, telecommunication is facilitated from the VMP host to the client device

based on the communication identifier. Upon receiving a reactivation signal from

the mobile phone or a reactivation request from the client device in step 520,

virtual phone services are turned off at the client device through deactivation of

the communication identifier at the client device by the VMP host in step 530.

Thereafter, the mobile phone device resumes normal operation through

restoration and activation of the communication identifier on the mobile device in

step 540. Still further, newly generated phone data on the virtual phone (via

client device) is automatically transferred to the mobile phone device 205 using

the VMP host and application in step 550. Accordingly, the virtual mobile phone

system is capable of providing a means to pass control back and forth between

the actual mobile phone and VMP host per the operating user's request.

[00027] By way of example, when transferring the content of the VMP back

into the physical phone, the virtual mobile phone is configured to handle multiple

different scenarios, and in each scenario a slightly different recovery and

reactivation action may be performed by the virtual mobile phone. For instance,

in the event the same mobile phone is recovered, only the changes while on the



virtual phone interface and client device are downloaded from the virtual mobile

phone onto the physical device. In another example, in the event a new but

identical phone is obtained, all the content and settings from the virtual mobile

phone may be loaded onto the new device. In yet another example, in the event

a different phone is obtained with the same operating system, all the content is

loaded from the virtual mobile phone onto the new device, but the settings and

locations of the application icons and similar content may be different depending

on the characteristics of the new physical phone. Lastly, in the event a different

phone is obtained with a different operating system, a best attempt may be made

to load the content and settings (via converters) to the new phone, but some loss

of data or features may occur if the new operating system does not support the

features, licenses, or settings of the original operating system.

[00028] Embodiments of the present invention provide a virtual mobile

phone interface system and method thereof. Moreover, many advantages are

afforded by virtual mobile phone interface system in accordance with examples

described here. For instance, registered users of the VMP host are no longer

concerned about misplacing or losing their mobile phone as they can readily

access content and functionality of their mobile phone via any internet-connected

browser. Moreover, the virtual mobile phone may also be used - in the case of

the phone not being lost or stolen - as a means of demonstrating the functionality

of a new phone or application. Additionally, examples of the present invention

enable for convenient and efficient transfer and access to media and software

applications of the mobile device using the VMP host server. Furthermore,

access control over both the virtual and physical phone is centralized, seamless

and user-friendly. Meanwhile, data reliability is maintained as synchronization

between the mobile device and client device is accomplished without user

intervention. Through provisional rendering of telephonic communication and

data access functionality associated with a user's mobile device by the VMP host

server, examples of the present invention thus enable virtual replication of the

mobile device on an auxiliary or surrogate computing device.

[00029] Furthermore, while the invention has been described with respect to

exemplary embodiments, one skilled in the art will recognize that numerous

modifications are possible. For example, although exemplary embodiments



depict a notebook computer as the surrogate computing device, the invention is

not limited thereto. For example, the surrogate or auxiliary computing device

may be a netbook, a tablet personal computer, a smartphone, or any other

computing device have network access and configured to communicate with the

virtual mobile phone host.

[00030] Not all components, features, structures, characteristics, etc.

described and illustrated herein need be included in a particular example or

implementation. If the specification states a component, feature, structure, or

characteristic "may", "might", "can" or "could" be included, for example, that

particular component, feature, structure, or characteristic is not required to be

included. If the specification or claim refers to "a" or "an" element, that does not

mean there is only one of the element. If the specification or claims refer to "an

additional" element, that does not preclude there being more than one of the

additional element.

[00031] It is to be noted that, although some examples have been described

in reference to particular implementations, other implementations are possible

according to some examples. Additionally, the arrangement o order of elements

or other features illustrated in the drawings or described herein need not be

arranged in the particular way illustrated and described. Many other

arrangements are possible according to some examples.

[00032] The techniques are not restricted to the particular details listed

herein. Indeed, those skilled in the art having the benefit of this disclosure will

appreciate that many other variations from the foregoing description and

drawings may be made within the scope of the present techniques. Accordingly,

it is the following claims including any amendments thereto that define the scope

of the techniques.



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A method for providing a virtual mobile phone interface, the method

comprising:

collecting, via a virtual host server, user phone data and phone interface

information from a virtual mobile phone application running on a mobile phone

device;

receiving, at an authentication and control module, an access request

associated with the mobile phone from a user operating a client device; and

activating, via the virtual host server, a mobile phone emulator on a

browser interface associated with the client device based on the access request

and phone interface information.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, via the authentication and control module, an access level

request from the user operating the browser interface on the client device.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

retrieving, via the virtual host server, for display on the client device only

phone data from the virtual mobile phone host server based on a first access

level request.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

disabling the mobile phone device based on a second access level

request from the user; and

activating the mobile phone emulator on the client device based on the

second access level request.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the mobile phone emulator is

associated with the phone interface information such that the operating interface

of the mobile device is replicated on the client device.

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

receiving, on the client device, a deactivation request from the user; and



automatically transferring, via the virtual mobile phone host and virtual

mobile phone application, virtual phone data generated at the client device to the

mobile phone upon receiving the deactivation request.

7. A system for a virtual mobile phone interface comprising:

a telecommunication service provider;

a computing device including a web-based user interface and running a

virtual mobile phone application;

a virtual host server configured to communicate with the

telecommunication service provider, computing device and mobile phone,

wherein the service provider is configured to collect user phone data and phone

interface information from the virtual mobile phone application; and

an authentication and control module configured to control access to the

computing device and virtual host server;

wherein a mobile phone emulator is activated on the web browser

interface associated with client device when an access request is received from a

user operating the client device.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the authentication and control

module determines a user access level based on a phone access request from

the user operating the browser interface on the client device.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the virtual host server is configured

to retrieve and display only phone data from the virtual mobile phone host server

based on a determined first access level request.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the mobile phone device is disabled

and the mobile phone emulator is activated on the client device based on a

second access level request from the user.

11. The system of claim 9, wherein the mobile phone emulator is

associated with the phone interface information such that the operating interface

of the mobile device is replicated on the client device.



12. The system of claim 11, wherein the mobile phone emulator

includes both a main window configured to emulate a primary display area of the

mobile device and an adjacent auxiliary input window configured to emulate

additional input functionality for the main window.

13. The system of claim 9, wherein upon receiving a deactivation

request from the user, virtual phone data generated at the client device is

automatically transferred via the virtual mobile phone host and virtual mobile

phone application.

14. A method for providing a virtual mobile phone interface, the method

comprising:

collecting, via a virtual host server, user phone data and phone interface

information from a virtual mobile phone application running on a mobile phone

device;

receiving, at an authentication and control module, an access request

associated with the mobile phone from a user operating a client device;

determining, via the authentication and control module, a phone access

level based on the access request received from the user;

retrieving, via the virtual host server, for display on the client device only

phone data from the virtual mobile phone host server based on a first access

level request;

disabling the mobile phone device and activating a mobile phone emulator

on the client device based on a second access level request from the user;

wherein the mobile phone emulator is associated with the phone interface

information such that the operating interface of the mobile device is replicated on

the client device.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

receiving, on the client device, a deactivation request from the user; and

automatically transferring, via the virtual mobile phone host and virtual

mobile phone application, virtual phone data generated at the client device to the

mobile phone upon receiving the deactivation request.
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